TRUESDALE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
08/13/2025


The Truesdale Board of Aldermen held a Board of Aldermen Meeting on Wednesday, August 13, 2025, 5:30 p.m. at the Truesdale City Hall located at 109 Pinckney Street, Truesdale, MO 63380. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mayor Cannon Called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. A roll call was taken Alderwoman Hartley-present, Alderwoman Wortham-present and Alderman Thomas -present, and Alderman Brooks- present. Missy reported that there was a quorum present. Those attending on behalf of the City of Truesdale were Mayor Jerry Cannon, Water Department Steve Harlan, City Attorney Amber Bargen, Chief Doyle, and Treasurer Missy Bachamp. The Citizens in attendance were Kevin McCurdy (Truesdale Resident), and John Choinka (Choinka Municipal Services), Jack Underwood (Warren County Record), and Kelly Riehl (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning).


Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the Blue Valley Public Safety Report and Homecoming Parade Route, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 4 ayes.

Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 4 ayes.

Citizens Participation: 
There were no comments at this time.

Comments from the Mayor:
Mayor Cannon discussed the new health insurance that will start on September 1, 2025. Alderman Thomas made the motion to accept the new employee health insurance Anthem, second by Alderman Brooks. With a roll call vote as follows, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no votes.

Mayor Cannon met with Me. Keevan about the mobile home park Countryside. Mr. Keevan made a proposal that they share in the cost of the larger repairs on those streets in the park. Then the city would take over the streets at that point. Mayor Cannon stated that he would send the board any information from that meeting, and if we could get bids for the street repairs. He asked John Choinka about our guys doing most of the work. Steve said he was not sure if they have the know how to do the job. Alderman Thomas stated that it is time to put this squabble to rest, getting the gate open was like “parting the red sea.” John Choinka stated that if you do get bids, you can ask for deducts on the bid if the city guys do any of the work. Mayor Cannon feels that now different people oversee the property that just want to do business and not let their emotions take over. Mayor Cannon stated that he would move ahead with getting bids to repair the streets.

Mayor Cannon stated that the city is looking for a part-time water employee, it was put into the budget. The job has been posted online, and, in the paper, it would be anywhere from 16 to 20 hours a week. We would like to have them hired by September 1, 2025. 

Mayor Cannon talked about the city staff meetings he has been having with Elsa, John Choinka and Steve along with people that what to go to Planning and Zoning to answer any questions they may have. This helps to streamline the process for Planning and Zoning. A meeting was with Josh Sconce about extending Fox Haven Trailer Park they talked about the water lines that need to be connected to and what needs to be done before coming to Planning and Zoning. They had another meeting with Brain Nolan about conditional use for his current location. A second level living quarters. The next meeting was Preis, he owns the storage building on South and Pinckney Street. The property is now zoned residential, and he wants to build more storage units. They spoke with him and told him what he needed to do. 

Mayor Cannon stated that PGAV had billed us for an Introduction phone call with the new agent we have, Mayor Cannon called and took care of that. They decided to send us a new invoice.

Mayor Canon stated that TruSports is a dead issue right now. However, Eddie gave him a call and is still buying the Carter property. Eddie is still trying to help Dustin sell his 14-acre lot. 

Mayor Cannon said the county mayor’s meeting started back up on the third Thursday of the month at noon. There is a renewed effort about the off ramp at Stracks Church Road.

Mayor Cannon stated there was a letter sent by Refresco to make sure the board studies that letter and at the next meeting they will be a discussion. 

Mayor Cannon stated that the National Night Out was a HUGH success and thanked everyone for their hard work. Fireworks went well.

Mayor Cannon stated that Walmart is no longer using Capital one credit cards starting November 1, 2025. He spoke with them and decided for the city to continue to conduct business with them with different cards. 

Comments from the Board:
Alderman Thomas stated that MoDot will be switching lanes on I-70 on the east bound lane soon. Alderman Thomas asked the project manger are you going to put up barriers along that stretch of road and his answer what no. Alderman Thomas stated that he is concerned about the service road being so close and the highway traffic going seventy mph. with no barrier in between. He is also concerned with the winter season coming up and snow removal being interesting and even more accidents. There is a TAC meeting this week and Mayor Cannon and Alderman Thomas will both be at the meeting and will voice their concerns there as well. Alderman Thomas also stated that there is a website Improve I-70 where you can commit and voice your opinion.
Steven asked about snow removal since the state has not been removing on the service road should the city. Chief Doyle stated that in the pass when there has been heavy snow, he asked our city guys to plow for police and EMS to get though, and it is a game changer. Not for them to continue to do just when needed. Alderwoman Hartley asked would the state department have repercussions. Jack Underwood (Warren County Record) stated that last year MoDot said they were so short staffed that the municipalities where helping them out with roads.

Reports from Departments:
City Engineer:
John Choinka has sent out the spreadsheet of the new permits from the last meeting. One was left blank, and it was Clarkson but since then Clarkson has filled everything they needed to do and sent out that permit.

Public Works:
Steven asked about the drain work invoice from Sempke to be paid $7971.00. Alderman Thomas made the motion to pay the Sempke bill totaling $7971.00 for drainage work done on Sandra Drive, second by Alderman Brooks. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

Steven stated that with the new subdivision he has no way to drain the water tower when they go to clean it, and the only solution was to put in a new 6” control value and new fire hydrant. He received four bids. Sempke was $20308.00, Starks was $11500.00, Ahern one was $26570.00, and Ahern with City doing some of the work was $ 15736.00. Alderman Thomas made the motion to go with Starks bid for new fire hydrant and six” control value, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote.

Steve stated he has been super busy it will be nice to have another hire to help me out the reading meters and other things. He did three samples and several inspections last week and this week. 

Mayor Cannon read off a paper that Joe Beckering, our maintenance lead, wrote. He was busy this week and is behind on mowing cause Doug was out this week and working on National Night Out stuff. Steven stated and he was out one day as well, Mayor Cannon stated he had gotten overheated and was sick. 

City Attorney:  
Attorney Bargen did not have any additional information for tonight’s meeting. 

Chief Doyle:  
Chief Doyle stated that a Truck or Treat is scheduled for October 25,2025 from 4:30 to 7:00 pm at Gastorf. The house on Market Street, the one that had burnt down, is not completely torn down but is on the ground. We sent a letter to the property owner to have that property abated, and he does not know how that will turn out. There is a permit, and he believes that there needs to be a final inspection done. John Choinka stated he drove by, and it was still rough, and he would go by in a week and take a look. 

City Treasurer: 
Missy Bachamp stated that the financials were in the paper. 

City Manager/City Clerk:
Mayor Cannon stated that there were a couple of invoices that needed to be paid by UMB Bank. Alderman Thomas made the motion to pay the UMB Bank invoice for $65050.00 paid from Bond Fund, second by Alderman Brooks. A roll call vote was taken. Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote.

Alderman Thomas made the motion to pay the Missouri Rural Services Workers Comp Audit $7979.00, second by Alderman Brooks. A roll call vote was taken. Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote.

Mayor Cannon stated that the Tax Rate public hearing will be on August 27, 2025, at 5:15pm, and the USDA Grant Submission Public Hearing will be on the same date and time. The Zoning Code and Adult Business Code Board Public Hearing will take place on 9/10/2025 at 5:15 pm. 

Missy Bachamp added from Elsa’s notes. We have observed an increase in residents moving into the city whose primary language is not English. While we have been able to help them it may be beneficial to connect with translators for additional languages to better serve all members of our community.

Blue Valley Public Safety-worked performed on the sirens. 

Homecoming Parade route for October 5, 2025. Alderman Thomas made the motion for the homecoming route to come through Truesdale for their parade on October 5, 2025, at 2:00pm. Alderwoman Hartley second. Motion with all in favor. 

Planning and Zoning:
Mayor Cannon stated that the next meeting would be August 20, 2025, at 6:00pm with a public hearing at 5:30pm. 

Board of Adjustment:
Mayor Cannon stated that the Board of Adjustment meeting will take place August 25, 2025, at 6:00pm. Their last meeting was to elect officers, and this one will continue organizing their committee.

Reports from various committees:
(1) Tac-Thursday August 21, 2025. They will break into counties and start getting priorities together on projects to vote on in November meeting. 
(2) Chamber-The License Bureau has hired a couple of people but are still looking for an assistant manager. The Chamber is working on a new Chamber Directory
(3) University Extension Meeting-Next Wednesday
(4) EDC-36 projects will bring 18000 jobs, Average Wage $65000.00 and $17 billion in capital. Data Center Issue to pay close attention to St Charles
(5) BSPR-Alderman Thomas state he had not heard about next meeting.

BILLS/ORDINANCES:

Alderman Thomas made the motion to for the first reading of BILL NO. 35-2025, second by Alderman Books. Missy read the first reading of BILL NO. 35-2025: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI, TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE TO DISCLOSE POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND SUBSTANTIAL INTERESTS FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS. A roll call vote was taken Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote.
Alderman Thomas made the motion to for the first reading of BILL NO. 35-2025, second by Alderman Books. Missy read the first reading of BILL NO. 35-2025: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI, TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE TO DISCLOSE POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND SUBSTANTIAL INTERESTS FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS. A roll call vote was taken Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote.

New Business:
Mayor Cannon stated that the band we booked for Summerfest was 9 Lives (REO Speedwagon cover) and rock mafia is a potential they are nineties country and rock. If we want them, we need to book them fast.
Mayor Cannon stated that for Truesdale Community Christmas Santa and Mrs. Clause are booked. We spoke about making changes that give more experience than gifts. Alderman Thomas stated that the look on kids faces was the ultimate. Alderwoman Hartley suggested bikes just for the younger kids. Small toy table wrap the gifts separate boys and girls. 
Alderman Brooks asked about the activity on Clarkson property and Mayor Cannon stated that was the next step they are working on the berm. 
Alderwoman Hartley asked about a school supply drive sometime in October.
With nothing else to discuss Alderman Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting second by Alderman Brooks. All where in favor, meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm.
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