TRUESDALE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
01/14/2026

The Truesdale Board of Aldermen held a Board of Aldermen Meeting on Wednesday, January 14,2026 5:30 p.m. at the Truesdale City Hall located at 109 Pinckney Street, Truesdale, MO 63380. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mayor Cannon Called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. A roll call was taken Alderman Thomas-present, Alderman Brooks-present, Alderwoman Hartley-present, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Elsa reported that there was a quorum present. Those attending on behalf of the City of Truesdale were Mayor Jerry Cannon, Water Department Steve Harlan, City Attorney Amber Bargen, Chief of Police Casey Doyle, Treasurer Missy Bachamp and City Manager/City Clerk Elsa Smith-Fernandez. The Citizens in attendance were Kevin McCurdy (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), Jake Craven (TSL Plumbing), Brian Whitcraft (Wholesale Produce), Dan O’Connell (Whole Produce), Valerie Brunies (Yum Sandwich Co.) Jack Dixon (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), John Choinka (Choinka Municipal Services, Kelly Riehl (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), Bobby Riehl (Truesdale Resident), Jack Hanff (T.R. Hughes), and William Carrol (Warren County Record). 

Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the request for a business license for TSL Plumbing, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 3 ayes.
Alderman Thoams made the motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 3 ayes.

Citizens Participation: 
Valerie Brunies attended the meeting to request a modification to her current business license for Wildly Wow Candy Co. to include a hybrid carryout and catering sandwich business.  Ms. Brunies stated that there would not be cooking on premises, ordering would be done primarily through online and door dash from 9 am to 2 pm, she stated that they would be there for preparation and for cleanup.  The building would not be open to the public. Alderman Thomas asked about the type of sandwiches, Ms. Brunies replied that it would be lunch type sandwiches, bowls, and healthier options. Alderman Brooks asked if we would be seeing sales tax, Ms. Brunies stated that she would talk to the bookkeepers as she collects it on the candy.  Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the modification of the business license for Wildly Wow Candy Co. to include Mo Yum Sandwich Co., second by Alderman Brooks. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 

Dan O’Connell and Brian Whitcraft attended the meeting to request a business license for Wholesale Produce Supply that will be located at 4800 South Spoede Lane. The current headquarter is in Minneapolis, they have a lot of customers in this area, St. Louis and Kansas City.  They are leasing the Hays building and will be utilizing it for storage for fruits and vegetables. They buy directly from farmers in Florida and California, they bring them in and consolidate them and ship them to stores. They are looking to open February 2nd. Elsa stated that they have received their occupancy permit from the building inspector. Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the business license for Wholesale Produce Supply, second by Alderman Brooks. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 

There was no representative from Jensen Enterprises that attended the meeting. 

Jake Craven attended the meeting the request approval for a business license for TSL Plumbing. TSL Plumbing is a business for plumbing service and repair for commercial and residential.  Mr. Craven has been operating TSL Plumbing in Montgomery, MO since 2021 and is looking to close the Montgomery branch and open a new location at 810 East Highway M, Truesdale, MO 63380. Elsa asked if he was anticipating on storing any material at the property, inside or outside, Mr. Craven replied that he would not be storing anything outside just a little material inside. Mr. Craven stated that his employees would be taking their vehicles home.  Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the business license for TSL Plumbing, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion Carried with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 

Jack Hanff attended the meeting on behalf of TR Hughes/Charlestowne crossing for the release of Elkhorn Ridge Plat 3 Maintenance Escrow. Mr. Hanff stated that they had there inspection and that Steve and John had came out to Elkhorn Ridge. Alderman Thomas made the motion to release the Plat 3 Elkhorn Ridge Maintenance Escrow, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion passed with a 4 yes/1 absent.  There is also an ordinance on the agenda for the release of the escrow Plat 3 Elkhorn Ridge. 

Comments from the Mayor:
Mayor Cannon reported that the filing for the election in April had closed at the end of December and there are two Alderman seats open and three candidates; Alderman Thomas is running for reelection, Kelly Riehl and Kevin McCurdy will also be running. 

Mayor Cannon stated that there was a MoDot meeting last Monday, and there wasn’t a whole lot of information. He stated that there is a major update the last Thursday of the month about Highway 47 interchange. 

Mayor Cannon talked about the added event of the Walk in the Park event and how successful it was, and a thank you to the Warrenton Fire Department. 

Comments from the Board:
There were no comments from the Board. 

Reports from Departments:
City Engineer:
John Choinka has sent out the spreadsheet of the new permits from the last meeting. 
 
Public Works:
Water Department Lead Steve Harlan informed the Board of Aldermen that the new tanks are up and running and he had used it for the first time today.  He informed the Board that they had taken all the Christmas lights off the poles and utilized the City of Warrenton bucket truck, and Elsa had sent the documentation over to Ameren to request a donation of a bucket truck for the city of Truesdale. 

Steve reported that there were some cracks in the street in Elkhorn Ridge that the city had taken over and that Jack stated that they will hit a couple spots for the crack seal for us at no cost if it stays within the minimum amount as anticipated but there could be some overage that the city may need to pay for. 

Mayor Cannon gave a report for Building and Grounds Maintenance, he stated that today they were putting away the Christmas items and they had built some shelves in our storage.  Mayor stated that we need to really consider getting something in our next budget for storage.  Elsa stated that during the budget talks it was discussed that a storage container would be sufficient for what was needed but there was nothing in the budget to build a shed.   Alderman Thomas stated that since it would be long term he would suggest on having something built.  

City Attorney: 
Attorney Bargen informed the Board that she and Chief Doyle had been discussing trying to streamline some of the ticket fines, due to people calling the courthouse and the courthouse not having the standards on. 

Chief Doyle:  
Chief Doyle reported that the new hire started and is currently in the field training process. Chief Doyle is also looking to hire one other person to fill the available open part time positions.  Chief Doyle reported that the Ford 150 for the School Resource Officer is at Joe Machens Ford and the police department plans to take possession of the truck around the 20th. 

Chief Doyle requested approval to purchase a shot gun and the accessories for the vehicle, the cost $1887.67. Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the shotgun and accessories in the amount of $1,887.67, second by Alderwoman Hartley. Motion passed with 3 ayes. 

Chief Doyle also reported on the following training:
Training: SRO Taylor, Sgt. Kelly and I attended an eight-hour course on mitigating active shooters. The course included classroom instruction, as well as practical exercises. The was held at a local school and was hosted by the Warrenton Police Department. The training was free of charge and has been yearly for six years.

Training: SRO Taylor is scheduled to attend training for Operational Planning for High-Risk Response Groups at Camp Dodge, located in Iowa, in May of 2026. The training is four days long, includes lodging and is free of cost.

Training: Chief Doyle is scheduled to attend training for Tactical Medicine for High-Risk Response Groups at Camp Dodge, located in Iowa, in May of 2026. The training is four days long, includes lodging and is free of cost.

City Treasurer: 
Missy informed the Board that she had been working with the accountant to complete the six month financial report and it has been sent to the newspaper and to the state. 

City Manager/City Clerk:
Elsa reported that the financial audit for the 2024 2025 Fiscal Year has been completed and was included in the Board Packages.  Elsa requested to pay the invoice# 12251 from Kenny Hales for the audit in the amount of $7,500. Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the payment of invoice#12251 in the amount of $7,500.00 for the 2024 2025 fiscal year audit, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 3 ayes. 

Elsa talked to the Board about the CDBG Grant that the city had been awarded for the Smith Street Phase 2 project. Elsa stated that she had been working with Carol from Boonslick on the administrative side of the grant and CDBG is very particular about the funds not being mixed with any other funds.  The city already has a grant account, but the city has applied for a USDA Grant to assist in the funding of the School Resource Officer Patrol Vehicle, Elsa requested approval to open up an account specific to the CDBG Grant and once the grant is completed the account would be closed. Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the opening of the CDBG Grant Bank Account at the Missouri Bank, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion Carried with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 

Elsa requested permission from the Board of Aldermen to post the required forty-five-day notice for the cities intention on leveling up with Lagers.  The Supplemental Actuarial Valuation of Alternate Lagers Benefits was provided for the Boards reviewal. There was no objection on posting the required notice for the leveling up in Lagers. 

A quote from Aire-Master of $231.00 every four weeks.  There had been two testers placed in the Board room. Elsa stated that with as pleasant as it is, it was difficult to justify spending the money on. It was decided that $231.00 every four weeks is not feasible for the city to pay. 

Elsa provided an update on the truck insurance; she stated that she has been checking every day with the company to see if they had received the information that was sent.  Elsa stated that the Board had received a letter from a customer requesting that the disconnection fee be removed from the account due to the mail.  A discussion was had that this person was not a repeat offender, but there had been other people who had been denied in the past. It was decided that unfortunately, there were no exceptions made for others so this time would be no different. 

Elsa reported that she spoke with the Mayor that with planning and zoning in place, and new business that go through the planning and zoning process and then the board meetings and get approval should not have to come back to the board meetings. Mayor Cannon stated that he believes that it would streamline the process. 
 
Planning and Zoning:
Mayor Cannon reported that the next Planning and Zoning meeting is January 21, 2026 at 6:00 pm, and the zoning code amendment public hearing is at 5:30 pm on January 21, 2026.  

Board of Adjustment:
The next meeting will be March 23, 2026, at 6:00 pm unless they need to meet sooner. 

Reports from various committees:
1. TAC Meeting: Alderman Thomas reported that the meeting will be on February 26, 2026 and there is a scheduling conflict.
2. Chamber Board Meeting: Alderwoman Wortham did not attend the meeting. 
3. University Extension Center Meeting: Alderman Brooks reported that the discussion was about the arborist that was hired. 
4. Greater Warren County EDC Meeting: Alderman Thomas reported the meeting was going to be the last Tuesday of the month. 
5. Boonslick Regional Planning Commission Meeting: Alderman Thomas reported that the Boonslick meeting will be in March. 
6. Warren County Mayors’ meeting will coincide with the TAC meeting.  

[bookmark: _Hlk143613544]BILLS/ORDINANCES:
Alderman Thomas made the motion for the first reading of BILL NO. 1 -2026, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the first reading of BILL NO. 1 -2026: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF ESCROW FOR CHARLESTOWNE CROSSING, PLAT 3, ELKHORN RIDGE. A roll call was taken as follows, Alderman Thomas – yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 

Alderman Thomas made the motion for the second reading of BILL NO. 1 -2026, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the second reading of BILL NO. 1 -2026: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF ESCROW FOR CHARLESTOWNE CROSSING, PLAT 3, ELKHORN RIDGE. A roll call was taken as follows, Alderwoman Hartley – yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent vote. 
Alderman Thomas made for the first reading of BILL NO. 2 -2026, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the first reading of BILL NO. 2 -2026: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND SWAIN PRODUCTIONS FOR MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES FOR RAILROAD DAYS SUMMERFEST. With a roll call as follows, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion Carried with a 4 yes/1 no vote. 
Alderman Thomas made for the second reading of BILL NO. 2 -2026, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the second reading of BILL NO. 2 -2026: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND SWAIN PRODUCTIONS FOR MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES FOR RAILROAD DAYS SUMMERFEST. With a roll call as follows, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham-absent. Motion Carried with a 4 yes/1 no vote. 

 
Previous Business: 
[bookmark: _Hlk210736982]There was no previous business. 
New Business:
Mayor Cannon talked about kicking off Railroad Days with a band on the Friday before. 
With nothing else to discuss, Alderman Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting second by Alderman Brooks. All were in favor, meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm.


					_________________________________________
Elsa Smith-Fernandez 
City Manager/ City Clerk

							_________________________________________
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