TRUESDALE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
09/10/2025


The Truesdale Board of Aldermen held a Board of Aldermen Meeting on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 5:30 p.m. at the Truesdale City Hall located at 109 Pinckney Street, Truesdale, MO 63380. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mayor Cannon Called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. A roll call was taken Alderwoman Hartley-present, Alderman Brooks-present and Alderman Thomas -absent, and Alderwoman Wortham- present. Elsa reported that there was a quorum present. Those attending on behalf of the City of Truesdale were Mayor Jerry Cannon, Water Department Steve Harlan, City Attorney Amber Bargen, Chief Doyle, Treasurer Missy Bachamp and City Manager/City Clerk Elsa Smith-Fernandez. The Citizens in attendance were Kevin McCurdy (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), and John Choinka (Choinka Municipal Services), Jack Dixon (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), Kelly Riehl (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning) and Bev Ehlen (Individual) and William Carroll (Warren County Record). 

Alderman Brooks made the motion to approve the agenda, second by Alderwoman Hartley. Motion passed with 3 ayes.

Alderman Brooks made the motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Alderwoman Hartley. Motion passed with 3 ayes.

Citizens Participation: 
There were no comments from the citizens

Comments from the Mayor:
Mayor Cannon talked about the events that took place earlier in the day and stated that as people we need to be peaceful and not violent, and a good reminder would be 9/11.  He stated that sometimes out of tragedy there can be healing and that he hopes that we all can take a step back and realize that we are more alike than different and that we cannot let emotions lead to violence.   
 
Mayor Cannon talked about complaints that he had received about speeding in Dieckman Farms and had been asked about the possibility of speed bumps in the area.  Mayor Cannon stated that speed bumps have been discussed and whether they are an effective solution or if it would cause damage.  Mayor Cannon spoke with the police department about the issue as it would be appropriate to have them handle it. Alderwoman Hartley stated that the appropriate way to voice a complaint would be to contract dispatch or city hall and reiterated that Facebook posts or messaging is not the appropriate route to voice a complaint.  Alderwoman Hartley stated that there are complaints through Facebook but the Police Department does not become aware of the issue because there is no contact with them. 

Mayor Cannon reported that Monday he will be making the trip to a data center with the EDC and he is not sure of the location at this time. His plan would be to go to learn what he can, to seek accurate information regarding Data Centers. 

Mayor Cannon reported that October 4, 2025, is the fill the bus event from 9:00 am to noon.  Elsa stated that there had been a school added to the list, Black Hawk Middle School.  

Mayor Cannon read the Proclamation for the Good Neighbor Week.  Elsa stated that there will be information shared about good Neighbor Week, to encourage good deeds and there can be public nominations. 

Comments from the Board:
There no comments from the Board. 

Reports from Departments:
City Engineer:
John Choinka has sent out the spreadsheet of the new permits from the last meeting. John stated that Truesdale Investment Group had addressed any questions he had regarding the plat. 

Public Works:
Steve stated that he was in class the last couple of days and finished his last qualifiers and he graduates in December.  Steve talked about a fire hydrant that was hit and it has been fixed. He reported that he had been doing a lot of inspections at the subdivisions. Steve stated that October 1st and 2nd that he will be attending for Missouri Rural Water Association. 

Mayor Cannon asked Steve and John about the drainage from Boone Ridge Manor to the cemetery. Steve and John will talk to Jack. 

Mayor Cannon reported for Joe Beckering, Head Building and Grounds. Mayor reported that 423 through 427 Sandra had been the yards had been graded, seeded and strawed, along with some sod. The sod cost $350.00.  Mayor Cannon stated that there were three stumps that were ground out, and the culvert was cleaned out and gabion rock was put down near the Wheelers property.  Mayor reported that Joe is working with Green Gardens about bushes for City Hall to dress it up a bit.  Mayor stated that Joe would like to purchase a power tamper for about $800.00. Alderman Brooks made the motion to approve a power tamper for $800.00, seconded by Alderwoman Wortham. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas was Absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/0 no vote. 

City Attorney: 
Attorney Bargen stated that she did not have anything to report at this time.  

Chief Doyle:  
Chief Doyle reported that the Police Department has received possession of one of the new Ford Police Trucks and is looking for approval to pay the invoice#513041 in the amount of $53,915.00. Alderman Brooks made the motion to approve paying invoice#513041 to Joe Machens Ford-Lincoln in the amount of $53,915.00, seconded by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote as follows, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas-Absent. Motion passed with a 3-yes/1 absent vote.  There was discussion on what would be done with the charger, it was discussed that it could be used for the city employees and that Chief Doyle would remove any lights, equipment, etc. The City Clerk will check with the insurance company to see the cost of adding additional drivers.  There are some concerns about engine issues with the vehicle.  

Chief Doyle submitted a preliminary contract from MoDot for the reviewal of the Board and the Attorney.  The contract is for Work Zone Enforcement that provides an allotted amount for reimbursement for local agencies to assist in enforcement on the highway during the construction phase. Elsa stated that she would like to ensure that there would be reimbursement for Administrative Fees. Chief Doyle stated that it is still preliminary and wants more information. Mr. Dixon talked about the work being done, that there needs to be barriers put up on the shoulder. 

Chief Doyle informed the Board of Aldermen that he will be out of town from September 15th to the 23rd. 

City Treasurer: 
Missy Bachamp asked if there were any questions about the Treasurer’s Report. There were no questions.   

City Manager/City Clerk:
Elsa stated that she had reached out to Mrs. Meterhoff with the Warrenton High School FFA to see about placing an order for the Truesdale Community Christmas. 

Elsa informed the Board of Aldermen that another agency was looking to join the Truesdale Police Department’s Shop with a Cop Program. That would make a total of three different agencies collecting funds for the program.  Elsa stated that since the program has grown so much, it would be beneficial to open a separate account specifically for the Shop with a Cop program to help with transparency with the other agencies.  Alderwoman Wortham made the motion to approve the opening of a separate account for the Shop with a Cop program, seconded by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas was absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent vote.  The signers of the account will remain the same as all the other established accounts: Mayor Jerry Cannon, President of the Board Mike Thomas, City Clerk/Manager Elsa Smith-Fernandez and City Treasurer Missy Bachamp. 

Elsa stated that she would be gone for the Missouri Municipal League Conference and the MOCCFOA classes.

Planning and Zoning:
Mayor Cannon stated the next meeting for Planning and Zoning is September 17th at 6:00 pm. 

Board of Adjustment:
Mayor Cannon stated the next meeting is September 22, 2025, at 6:00 pm, there is one set for October that may not be needed but then they will need to meet every six months. 

BILLS/ORDINANCES:
Alderman Brooks made the motion for the first reading of BILL#38-2025, seconded by Alderwoman Wortham. Elsa read the first reading of BILL#38-2025 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 615 – ADULT BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI. A roll vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, and Alderman Thomas was absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent. 
Alderman Brooks made the motion for the first reading of BILL#38-2025, seconded by Alderwoman Wortham. Elsa read the second reading of BILL#38-2025 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 615 – ADULT BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI. A roll vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas was absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent. 
[bookmark: _Hlk207100922]Alderman Brooks made the motion for the first reading of BILL#39-2025., seconded by Alderwoman Wortham. Elsa read the first reading of BILL#39-2025 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 415 – ZONING OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI. A roll call vote as follows, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas was absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent.

Alderman Brooks made the motion for the second reading of BILL#39-2025., seconded by Alderwoman Wortham. Elsa read the first reading of BILL#39-2025 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 415 – ZONING OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, MISSOURI. A roll call vote as follows, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas was absent. Motion passed with a 3 yes/1 absent.

Previous Business: 
At 6:06 pm Alderman Brooks made the motion to go into closed session, second by Alderwoman Wortham. A roll call vote was taken Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas-absent. Motion Passed with a 1 yes/1 absent.  
Closed Session:   pursuant to Section 610.021 (3) of the RSMo: Hiring, firing, disciplining, or promoting of particular employees by a public governmental body when personal information about the employee is discussed or recorded and recorded  (2)  Leasing, purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration therefor.   
At 7:31 pm Alderman Brooks made the motion to end the close session and return to open session, seconded by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderman Thomas-absent. Motion passed with 3 yes/1 absent vote. 
With nothing else to discuss Alderwoman Hartley made a motion to adjourn the meeting second by Alderwoman Wortham. All where in favor, meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm.
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