TRUESDALE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
08/27/2025


The Truesdale Board of Aldermen held a Board of Aldermen Meeting on Wednesday, August 27, 2025, 5:30 p.m. at the Truesdale City Hall located at 109 Pinckney Street, Truesdale, MO 63380. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mayor Cannon Called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. A roll call was taken Alderwoman Hartley-present, Alderman Brooks-present and Alderman Thomas -present, and Alderwoman Wortham- present. Elsa reported that there was a quorum present. Those attending on behalf of the City of Truesdale were Mayor Jerry Cannon, Water Department Steve Harlan, City Attorney Amber Bargen, Chief Doyle, Treasurer Missy Bachamp and City Manager/City Clerk Elsa Smith-Fernandez. The Citizens in attendance were Kevin McCurdy (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), and John Choinka (Choinka Municipal Services), Jack Dixon (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning), Kelly Riehl (Truesdale Resident, Planning and Zoning) and Mike Thornton (Warren County Emergency Management).

Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the agenda, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 4 ayes.

Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 4 ayes.

Citizens Participation: 
Warren County Emergency Management Director Mike Thornton attended the meeting to introduce himself. 

Dave Hoeber attended the meeting to discuss the work that had been completed on Sandra Drive and stated that there was only seed and straw put down and that it should have been sod put down, as he originally had sod.  Mayor Cannon stated that he would get with the guys and make sure there is sod put down.  

Comments from the Mayor:
Mayor Cannon reported that the attended the TAC meeting along with Alderman Thomas at Boonslick Regional Planning Commission. Mayor Cannon stated that the meeting was predominantly run by MoDot, the I70 project, guardrails, and other items.  MoDot mentioned how short they are with workers and snowplowing. Elsa asked if they ever considered working with local municipalities to contract with their workers for snow plowing. Mayor Cannon stated that they did project ratings throughout the three counties. He stated that Stracks Church was a medium priority and that in the mayor’s meeting, there was some light shed on that. Mayor Cannon stated that Wright City is looking at grant options for Stracks Church.  Mayor Cannon stated that MoDot decided not to move forward with a ramp at Stracks Church due to the amount of land that would be needed to create the project. Currently, Wright City and the Mayors are looking at other options as this project is a big deal to the everyone in the area.  

Mayor Cannon talked about the Mayors meeting that happens once per month. 
Mayor Cannon stated that the Board of Adjustment meeting was very positive, Alderwoman Hartley agreed. Elsa asked if there were any changes that need to be made to the Board of Adjustment Orientation Packet or Overview and Checklist. Alderwoman Hartley stated that the Board of Adjustment approved both documents. 

Mayor Cannon reported that the city has been given permission by The Keven’s, to grind out the stumps to allow for drainage.  The stump grinder is $225.00, and Joe and Doug will remove the stumps next Wednesday. Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve renting the of the stump grinder, second by Alderman Brooks. Motion passed with 4 ayes. 

Mayor Cannon reported that there are two city staff meetings scheduled for tomorrow; one is for the 14 acres next to Clarkson Construction and looking for input on how to subdivide, and one is for the business looking at purchasing the Antique Barn. 

Mayor Cannon informed the Board of Aldermen that Chief Doyle has been dealing with the animal at large problem. There has been an ongoing problem with dogs running on other people’s properties and Chief Doyle suggested that there would be a fine increase. Chief Doyle and Attorney Bargan discussed the process for multiple offenses.  Elsa stated that having a more accessible animal control could be beneficial, it was discussed on negotiating with a local agency. 
 
Comments from the Board:
Alderman Thomas complimented a neighbor in Heritage Hills who has stated that she was tired of all the negativity on the Facebook page about the trash and debris that is being left behind from the construction of the new homes in the area.  The neighbor took it upon herself to clean up some of the trash.  Alderman Thomas stated that the neighbor had contacted the city and that was appreciated and they way to get things done, versus going to Facebook and complaining. 

Reports from Departments:
City Engineer:
John Choinka has sent out the spreadsheet of the new permits from the last meeting. 

Public Works:
Steve reported that he called John, because TR Hughes had poured the sidewalk in Elkhorn Ridge and that it looked dangerous to him, but Jack with TR Hughes stated that they would be doing a 3:1 grade in the back.  Steve also talked about the dirt and the big rock and John stated that he would get ahold of Jack.  Steve reported that Smith Street had been finished up and everything looked pretty good. He stated the ditch line was seeded and strawed, but he wasn’t happy with that. 

Mayor Cannon reported for Building and Grounds Lead Joe Beckering.  Mayor Cannon stated that Joe was getting bids for the repair of the street for Countryside Mobile Home Park.  He received one bid for $30,000.00. If the guys did the tear out of the concrete then it would be $24,000.00.  

City Attorney:  
Attorney Bargen gave an update on the prosecution side and stated that they have cleared out a lot of old cases. 

Chief Doyle:  
Chief Doyle reported that he will be picking up one truck on Friday as long as it arrives on time.  We should have it for three to four weeks before it can go to get upfitted, and he will install the decking system.  Chief Doyle reported that the Active Shooter Training will be happening soon with the City of Warrenton, and we provide the beverages.

Chief Doyle stated that he will be sending an officer to the Desert Snow Advanced Course.  The cost of the course and the lodging is $1324.14 with hotel lodging, and this would require a two-year contract with the officer.  Alderman Thomas made the motion to approve the Training for the Desert Snow Advanced Course Drug Interdiction Course and the two-year contract, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

City Treasurer: 
Missy Bachamp nothing to report at this time.  

City Manager/City Clerk:
Elsa reported that Elise has scheduled the City-Wide Bulk Pick Up for October 27, 2025. 

Elsa informed the Board of Aldermen that we have the Fiscal Year 24/25 budget audit scheduled for October 9th and 10th; which is a little earlier than we usually have it. 

The Truesdale Investment Group has presented a preliminary plat to the Planning and Zoning Commission, and the commission has approved the preliminary plat and that the group will be bringing the record plat to the Board next month. Alderwoman Wortham made the motion to approve the preliminary plat submitted by Truesdale Investment Group, second by Alderwoman Hartley.  A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley- yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

Elsa stated that the city has received the pay request Application #3 for TS Banze in the amount of $30,569.27, this the final payment (retainage). There was some discussion on not being happy with everything. Elsa asked what some of the items that people were not happy with and the response was ditches and the large chunks of rock left in the yards and the large amount of debris left behind at the salt shed.  Elsa asked if the project was completed per the city specifications, Mayor Cannon replied yes. Alderman Thomas made the motion to pay TS Banze Application#3 for the completetion of Smith Street, in the amount of $30,569.27, Second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Wortham -yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Hartley-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

Elsa asked if the Board would like to schedule an Event Planning meeting for the Christmas Event.  It was decided that the Event Committee would meet September 25, 2025 at 5:30 pm.  

Elsa talked to Steve about setting up some cat traps for the stray cats that the city has been getting complaints about. 

Planning and Zoning:
Mayor Cannon stated the next meeting for Planning and Zoning is September 17th at 6:00 pm. 

Board of Adjustment:
Mayor Cannon stated the next meeting is September 22, 2025, at 6:00 pm, there is one set for October that may not be needed but then they will need to meet every six months. 

BILLS/ORDINANCES:

Alderman Thomas made the motion for the first reading of BILL#36-2025, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the first reading of BILL#36-2025 “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND LEVYING THE RATE OF TAXATION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 UPON ALL REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL PROPERTY, AND UTILITIES PROPERTY WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, AS FOLLOWS:” A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderman Brooks-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 
Alderman Thomas made the motion for the second reading of BILL#36-2025, second by Alderwoman Hartley. Elsa read the second reading of BILL#36-2025 “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND LEVYING THE RATE OF TAXATION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 UPON ALL REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL PROPERTY, AND UTILITIES PROPERTY WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF TRUESDALE, AS FOLLOWS:” A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 
[bookmark: _Hlk207100922]Alderman Thomas made the motion for the first reading of BILL#37-2025, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the second reading of BILL#37-2025 “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A FIRST AMENDMENT TO PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF THE CITY’S TAXABLE INDUSTRIAL REVENUE BONDS (REFRESCO BEVERAGES US INC. PERSONAL PROPERTY PROJECT), SERIES 2022.”  A roll call vote was taken, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

Alderman Thomas made the motion for the second reading of BILL#37-2025, second by Alderman Brooks. Elsa read the first reading of BILL#37-2025 “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A FIRST AMENDMENT TO PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF THE CITY’S TAXABLE INDUSTRIAL REVENUE BONDS (REFRESCO BEVERAGES US INC. PERSONAL PROPERTY PROJECT), SERIES 2022.”  A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Thomas-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderman Brooks-yes, and Alderwoman Wortham. Motion passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 

Alderman Thomas will not be at the next meeting.  
Previous Business: 
At 6:26 pm Alderman Thomas made the motion to go into closed session, second by Alderwoman Hartley. A roll call vote was taken: Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Wortham-yes, Alderman Thomas-yes, and Alderwoman Hartley-yes. Motion Passed with a 4 yes/0 no vote. 
Closed Session:   pursuant to Section 610.021 (3) of the RSMo: Hiring, firing, disciplining, or promoting of particular employees by a public governmental body when personal information about the employee is discussed or recorded. 
At 7:16 pm Alderwoman Wortham made the motion to end the close session and return to open session, seconded by Alderman Thomas. A roll call vote was taken, Alderman Brooks-yes, Alderwoman Hartley-yes, Alderwoman-Wortham-yes, and Alderman Thomas-yes. Motion passed with 4 yes/0 no vote. 
With nothing else to discuss Alderwoman Hartley made a motion to adjourn the meeting second by Alderwoman Wortham. All where in favor, meeting adjourned at 7:17 pm.
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