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Buyers Guide: Kitchen & 
Bath Cabinets 
Introduction:  

Choosing the right cabinets for your kitchen and bathroom is an important decision 
when it comes to home improvement projects. Cabinets not only provide storage 
space but also enhance the overall aesthetics of these rooms. In this buyer's guide, 
we will explore various options available in the market, including material choices, 
finishes, and suppliers. We will also highlight the benefits of working with a custom 
cabinet-maker, considering buyers' costs, overall project time, and quality. 
 

Material Choices:  

When selecting kitchen and bath cabinets, you have several material choices to 
consider. Here are some popular options: 

1. Solid Wood: Solid wood cabinets, such as oak, maple, or cherry, offer 

durability, a natural look, and the ability to be refinished. They are known 
for their timeless appeal and can withstand years of use. However, they 
tend to be more expensive compared to other materials.  

2. Plywood: Plywood cabinets are made of layers of wood veneers bonded 

together, providing strength and stability. They are a cost-effective 
alternative to solid wood, offering good resistance to moisture and 
warping. 
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3. Particle Board: Particle board is available in wide quality range.  
Overall, it is less durable than plywood, but is better than MDF for holding 
screws and hardware. 

4. Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF): MDF cabinets are made from 
fine wood fibers mixed with resin and compressed to form a dense board. 
They are affordable, but less durable, and susceptible to water damage, so 
proper sealing is essential. 
 

  

Finishes:  

The finish of your cabinets plays a crucial role in the overall appearance and 
durability. Here are some popular finishes to consider: 

1. Stained Finish: Stained finishes enhance the natural beauty of wood by 

adding color while allowing the wood grain to show through. They offer a warm and 
traditional look, but keep in mind that they require regular maintenance to preserve 
their appearance. 

2. Painted Finish: Painted finishes provide versatility and allow for a wide 

range of color options. They can suit any style, from contemporary to traditional. 
Painted cabinets offer a smooth and consistent appearance but may show signs of 
wear and tear over time. 
 

Suppliers:  

When it comes to purchasing kitchen and bath cabinets, you have several options: 

1. Big Box Stores: Big box stores like Home Depot, Lowe's, and IKEA offer a 

wide range of cabinet options at various price points. They are convenient and often 
have installation services available. However, the selection may be limited, and 
customization options can be restricted. 
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2. Ready-to-Assemble (RTA) Cabinets:  
 
RTA cabinets are pre-manufactured and shipped in flat 
packs, requiring assembly on-site. They are a cost-
effective option and can be easily transported. While 
they may not offer as many customization options as 
custom cabinets, RTA cabinets come in various styles 
and finishes to suit different preferences.  Marriage 
counseling is not included… 
 

 

3. Custom Cabinet-Makers: Working with a custom cabinet-maker 

provides the ultimate flexibility in terms of design, materials, and finishes. They can 
tailor the cabinets to fit your specific needs and style preferences. Custom cabinets 
offer superior quality, durability, and craftsmanship. Although they may have a 
higher price tag, they are a long-term investment that can significantly enhance the 
value and aesthetics of your home. 
 

Overall Project Considerations:  

When selecting cabinets for your kitchen and bathroom, consider the following 
factors: 
 

1. Budget: Determine your 

budget range and explore options that 
fall within it. Remember to consider not 
only the cost of cabinets but also any 
additional expenses such as installation 
and hardware.  

2. Quality and Durability: 
Ensure that the cabinets you choose are 
made of high-quality materials and 
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constructed well. Cabinets should be able to withstand daily use, moisture, and 
temperature changes.  

3. Timeframe: Consider your project timeline. Ready-to-assemble cabinets 

typically have shorter delivery times, while custom cabinets may have a longer lead 
time due to the customization process. Plan accordingly and factor in any time 
constraints you may have.  

4. Customization: If you have specific design preferences or unique 

requirements, custom cabinets are the ideal choice. They offer endless possibilities in 
terms of design, storage solutions, and personalized details. Working with a custom 
cabinet-maker allows you to create cabinets that perfectly fit your space and 
lifestyle.  

5. Installation: Consider whether you prefer to handle the installation yourself 
or hire professionals. RTA cabinets usually require assembly, so ensure you have the 
necessary skills and tools if you choose this option. Custom cabinet-makers often 
provide installation services as part of their offerings, ensuring a seamless and 
professional installation. 

6. Reviews and References: Before making a final decision, research 
customer reviews and ask for references from the suppliers or cabinet-makers you 
are considering. This will give insight into the quality of their products, customer 
satisfaction, and overall reputation. 
 

(Hint:  Search for Crayne Cabinets in Google Maps to see Reviews) 
 

Conclusion:  

Selecting kitchen and bath cabinets requires careful consideration of material 
choices, finishes, and suppliers. While big box stores and ready-to-assemble options 
offer convenience and affordability, custom cabinets provide unparalleled 
customization, quality, and craftsmanship.  
Working with a custom cabinet-maker allows you to create cabinets that not only 
meet your functional needs but also reflect your unique style and preferences. Keep 
in mind your budget, project timeline, and desired level of customization when 
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making your decision. With the right cabinets, your kitchen and bathroom will be 
more functional, showcase your personal taste, and enhance the value of your home. 
 
Crayne Cabinets designs, builds and installs cabinets and furniture for kitchens, 
baths, living rooms, bedrooms, offices, closets, and more.  Our custom designs help 
you come up with just the right solution.  We recommend solid hardwood for doors 
and trim, with high-quality plywood for box construction for a long-lasting piece. 
 
Rick Crayne 
CrayneCabinets.Com 
Let us put a smile on your face! 
 
  

 


