
Robert’s Rules of Order Basics 

The 6 Types of Motions 

1. Main Motion: Introduce a new item 

2. Subsidiary Motion: Change or affect how to handle a main motion (vote on 

this before main motion) 

3. Privileged Motion: Urgent or important matter unrelated to pending business 

4. Incidental Motion: Questions procedure of other motions (must consider 

before the other motion) 

5. Motion to Table: Kills a motion 

6. Motion to Postpone: Delays a vote (can reopen debate on the main motion) 

 

 

Robert’s Rules of Order Motion Steps 

1. Motion: A member rises or raises a hand to signal the chairperson. 

2. Second: Another member seconds the motion. 

3. Restate motion: The chairperson restates the motion. 

4. Debate: The members debate the motion. 

5. Vote: The chairperson restates the motion, and then first asks for affirmative 

votes, and then negative votes. 

6. Announce the vote: The chairperson announces the result of the vote and any 

instructions. 

 

 

TIP! If the Auxiliary is in obvious agreement, the President may save time by 

stating, “If there is no objection, we will adopt the motion to…” Then wait for any 

objections. Then say, “Hearing no objections, (state the motion) is adopted.” And 

then state any instructions. 

 

If a member objects, first ask for debate, then vote and then announce the vote. 
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