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public schools.

TRTA recently conducted an Odyssey of regional meetings in each

grand division. We wrote and received a grant from NEA-Retired for $6,600. Your lead-
ership team put the funding to effective use by conducting eight regional meetings
across the state (plus one additional local meeting in Lexington). We had over 240 par-
ticipants and fifty-one local chapters attend and participate in the regionals —yes,
WOW! These numbers are a huge increase from last fall’s regional meetings attend-
ance. TRTA Leadership has made the commitment to hold nine more regional meetings
next October to better accommodate each of our chapters in travel. We look forward to
seeing you and your members at the fall 2024 regionals! Let us make 2024 “The Year of

My family came to what is now East Tennessee before it became a state. My distant
ancestors received land grants “over the mountain” in Cocke and Sevier counties for
their service as soldiers during the Revolu-
tionary War. My family has a deep connec-
tion to what would later become the state
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Brandon the Local Chapter.”
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i of Tennessee. One of my close relatives,

Mr. Eugene Bryant, recently reached out to
me and we had lunch at Jonathan’s (across
third avenue from TEA headquarters). My
mother and Gene (as we call him) grew up
together. It was great to see and talk to

| Gene and share memories and history

about our family. It was also interesting to
talk with Gene about his past work at TEA.
What a wealth of information his is and
what stories he can share about the past
60 years of working for and supporting
public education! Gene was the editor of

Continued on page 2
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the TEA newsletter for almost three decades! The battles he saw TEA fight and the victories he helped our members enjoy are
still revered! His printed words brought courage to our members and occasionally — fear to those who would bring harm to
public education. On a personal note, Gene was the hero of our family. We all so much looked to him for moving to Nashville
and working for the one organization that stood up for students and teachers every day. What a hero Gene was (is) for our
family, but what a hero he still is for public education. Gene still posts on Facebook about issues on education. He still writes
“Letters to the Editor” in support of our community schools and public education. Each day he scans the newspapers and the
internet to see how he can still support and serve our community schools, our students, our teachers, and in a way — our Re-
public! Please join me in saying an incredibly special “Thank You” to Mr. Eugene Braynt for his past and continued service to
our PUBLIC schools. Thank you, Gene; you will always be TEA’s hero!

Looking Forward

The 2024 TRTA Representative Assembly will take place on Tuesday, June 11" in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. You will not want
to miss this RA. Dr. Derek Black will be our keynote speaker. Dr. Black is currently the best authority on exposing the attacks
on public education. We will also elect your next president-elect from Middle Tennessee, discuss and approve the 2024-2025

budget, hear from your three presidents and TEA leadership. We need each of your there on June 11

th!

GUEST SPEAKER AT JUNE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
Dr. Dereck Black

Dr. Derek W. Black is a professor of law and one of the nation’s foremost experts in education law and policy. He fo-
cuses on school funding and equity for disadvantaged students. He has published over thirty articles in the nation’s
top legal journals. His work reaches beyond the legal community. In an era of dwindling public school resources and
ever-expanding inequality and privatization. He frequently appears in the media. His essays appear in USA Today,
Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, and Education Week. He is also a frequent radio and television guest
for national , regional, and local outlets.. Black is currently Professor of Law at the Univer-

sity of South Carolina. He began his career at Howard University School of Law, where he
founded and directed the Education Rights Center. Prior to teaching, he litigated educa-
tion cases at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.

His recent book, Schoolhouse Burning: Public Education and the Assault on American De-
mocracy, warns that current education represents a retreat from our nation’s foundation-
al commitments to democracy and public education. The Tennessee Retired Teachers As-
sociation would like to welcome Dr. Derek Black back to Tennessee as our keynote speak-
er. His former high school teacher, President-Elect Dewayne Emert will introduce Dr. Black
at the TRTA Representative Assembly on Tuesday, June 11 at the Embassy Suites in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. You will not want to miss his presentation and the RA!

23-24 TRTA MEMBERSHIP
Elizabeth Burney, Chair

For three weeks in March, | had the opportunity to travel
across the state and participate in the TRTA regional
meetings. | met retired teachers from every region of the
state. We shared the activities in which our associations par-
ticipate. The commonalities are amazing. We volunteer and
donate to a wide range of programs from food banks to col-
lecting school supplies. We provide scholarships and mini
grants to beginning teachers and those in the classroom. We

e

love to fellowship and share meals together. We plan pro-
grams that are entertaining and informative. Similarly, we
share our support and advocacy for public schools. Member-
ship also means understanding the significance of and the
protection of our TCRS retirement benefits and COLA. What
does membership mean to you? How will you “market” your
association to prospective members? Put a membership form
in your pocket and when you run into a fellow retired educa-
tor, tell them why being a member is important and ask them
to join. Give it a try. It works!



PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

2023-2024-What a Year!

By Bill Murray

Have you ever wondered, “What have | gotten myself into?” | sometimes felt
that way this year, but | have really enjoyed my year as president. There were
many new changes and new challenges this year. Because our TRTA staff ob-
tained a grant this year from NEA, the Executive Committee and Director chose
to use some of that money to increase the number of Regional Meetings allowing
members to travel shorter distances to attend. Instead of the usual three March
meetings in Jackson, Nashville, and Knoxville, we also held meetings in Dyers-
burg, Cookeville, Lawrenceburg, Chattanooga, and Johnson City. This was a rous-
ing success. Not only did more locals attend, but there was a lot of excitement
and more active participation in the meetings. In their evaluations, each group

gave high approval ratings and were pleased to have the meetings closer to
them. As President, | was able to attend all of these, meet more members, visit new places, and be-
come more aware of members’ concerns. Hopefully, this will make it easier for locals to recruit new
members and get their members actively involved. Our Membership Committee received many excel-
lent recruitment ideas which were shared at all the meetings.

Dr. Williams has begun doing retirement seminars in various parts of the state for teachers looking
ahead to retirement. He not only gives them important retirement information but also uses these
seminars for recruitment purposes. What better way is there to make them aware of our association

and how important it is for them to join?

Lest | overlook them, our Legislative Committee and our lobbyist, Dr. Williams, have done an outstand-
ing job keeping all of us informed about the education bills being introduced and voted on by our legis-
lators. We have also been called to action when necessary--a never-ending challenge for all profes-

sional educators.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 2024
1 Local chapter treasurers begin sending 24-25
dues check payments to TRTA
11 TRTA Representative Assembly
Embassy Suites, Murfreesboro, TN
30 Deadline for list of 24-25 Officers to TRTA
29-July 6 NEA & NEA-R Rep Assemblies,
Philadelphia PA

July 2024
31 Deadline for TRTA to receive 2024-2025
eMarked Membership Rosters
eNew Member forms
eDrop List
ePayments
August 2024
13 TRTA Committee Meetings, TEA Building
14 TRTA Board of Directors Meeting, TEA Building




Your 2024-2025 President
Dewayne Emert

| had the pleasure of
attending the NEA Re-
tired Leadership Sum-
mit in Chicago where |
met our NEA Retired |
President Anita Gibson |
and fellow retired
teachers from all over
the country. It moti-
vated me, inspired me,
and made me even
more determined to continue my mission to
represent public education and to stand up for
public education whenever and wherever |
can. | am now more than ever convinced that
it is the cornerstone of our democracy and
teachers across this nation believe in public
education. We need to drive home the fact
that over 87% of this country graduates from
our public schools. Most of these students can
name their teachers and speak fondly of the
teachers that inspired, motivated, loved them,
and opened the doors for them to discover
their passions and pursue their dreams. How
can a nation attack, malign, and villainize the
most important and noble of professions? If
we support our public schools and our public-
school teachers, our country can heal and
grow and become less divisive. After traveling
the state of Tennessee from Jackson, Dyers-
burg, Lawrenceburg, Nashville, Cookeville,
Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Johnson City,
meeting our teachers and building relation-
ships and sharing stories, | am even more mo-
tivated, inspired, and more determined to con-
tinue my mission to represent public education
and to stand up for public education whenever
and wherever | can. As your president-elect,
I’'m going to be asking you to help me and to
do the same.

TRTA President Elect Nominee
Elouise Jones from Middle Tennessee

After working for 15 years in %
federal employment, | began
my second career as a Busi-
ness/Information Technology
teacher for 17 years at Spring
Hill High School in Maury Coun-
ty, it was my job to prepare my | ¢
students to become future pro- S
fessionals and leaders. | spoke |
to them about not missing out
on an opportunity to join and serve in an organization.
They were encouraged to join and run for local and
state officer positions in Business Professionals of
America and Future Business Leaders of America.
Their state officer positions enabled them to meet
with state legislators and discuss education issues. As
their adviser, | served on the Executive Committee of
these organizations and was chosen to represent Ten-
nessee on the National Classroom Education Advisory
Council for Business Professionals of America. | re-
ceived the Tennessee Outstanding Local Adviser for
FBLA in 2008 and 2013. | was the meeting coordina-
tor for middle Tennessee FBLA regional meetings at
MTSU for five years after retirement. | was a member
of MCEA/TEA/NEA and TBEA.

Upon retirement, from the Maury County School Sys-
tem, | joined Maury County RTA in 2013. |served as
Secretary for two years, president elect for two years,
and president for four years. | attended all TRTA Rep-
resentative Assemblies and spring and fall workshops
since becoming a member. At present, | am past pres-
ident of Maury County RTA and a member of the TRTA
Legislative Committee.

It is an honor to be nominated for president elect of
TRTA. If elected as the next president elect of TRTA,
my vision is to promote the Defined Benefit Program
of the TCRS and related retirement legislation; work
for a strong membership and leadership; and support
public education.



Past President Judy Whitehill

Retirees Continue Their Commitment to
Public Education

Throughout the weeks of the TRTA
spring workshops, | was thrilled to
witness just how much our Tennes-
see retired teachers believe in the
importance of public education. Alt-
hough many of our members retired
twenty or thirty years ago, their be-
lief in and commitment to public
schools and public school educators
has not waned.

TRTA members continue to stay up to date on legislation —
most of it very harmful to our public schools. They under-
stand that vouchers will steal much needed funding from our
public schools and transfer that money to the unproven
scheme of supporting private schools. Our members are out-
raged that these same legislators who received an excellent
public school education themselves, are in support of using
public tax dollars to supplement private school tuition. These
private schools will not be held to the same educational
standards as our public schools nor will these private schools
be transparent regarding who gets accepted.

There are so many unanswered questions when it comes to
how private schools will handle the enroliment of students.
Just who will private schools accept? Will these private
schools hire qualified teachers who can modify instruction for
special needs students or will the private schools simply tell
the parents that their local public schools can best meet the
needs of their children? Will they look first at the student’s
ethnicity or the parents’ income? None of these questions
have been addressed, yet the voucher bill has a budget cost
close to $400 million. Teachers understand how devastating
it will be for our public schools should these funds be trans-
ferred to a voucher system.

| want to say how much | appreciate our TRTA members for
their support of public schools. We all know that when we
retired, we left our position in our public school but we didn’t
leave the profession. My plea to retirees is that we con-
tinue to be the voice of reason. It is incumbent upon us
to inform our fellow citizens that Public Education is
one of the founding pillars of our society and offers eve-
ry student an opportunity for equality.

State of the TRTA Website
by TRTA Web Gal, Elizabeth Brown

As word has gotten out about the updat-
ed TRTA website, traffic has really picked
up! Not only are we averaging more
than 1000 views per month, but our
platform Go Daddy has given us a score
of 90, measuring our online performance
compared to other non-profit sites like
ours. Not bad for a bunch of retirees!

Your chapter submissions and photos,
and Dr. Williams’s timely updates and
notifications have really brought energy
to our site and are the impetus for its
renaissance. As of the first of April, we
had over 12,000 total views, and at the
rate we are going, we will double that
number over the coming year!

So, keep the happenings coming and
keep checking out what chapters are do-
ing across the state! This website is for
you!

https://tnretiredteachers.com

2024 ELECTED DELEGATES
NEA-R AND NEA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLIES
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Bill Murray WTN |1st Delegate
Barbara Gray WTN |2nd Delegate
Linda McCrary MTN (3rd Delegate
Anna Booher ETN |4th Delegate
Ron Moss ETN |5th Delegate
JoAnn Smith-Mashburn | ETN |6th Delegate
Daisy Cleaves WTN |7th Delegate
Stephen Henry MTN |8th Delegate

Erick Huth MTN |1st Alternate




NECROLOGY REPORT 2024

“

ANDERSON CO
COX, JAMES
LOVITT, MARGARET

BEDFORD CO
COOPER, PAMELA

BENTON CO
PARISH, RITA
THOMPSON, ROBERT

BLOUNT CO
CASKEY, GRADY
COBB, JAMES
COMPTON, JAMES
EGGERS, LEWIS
HUGHES, LINDA
PONDER, KITTIE

BRISTOL CITY
BASHAM, BEVERLY
NIXON, LINDA
PARKER, THOMAS

CHEATHAM CO
EDWARDS, MELANIE

CHESTER CO
SMITH, JUNE

CLAIBORNE CO
KECK, JACKIE
MCCREARY, JOHN
PEARMAN, MARTHA

COCKE CO

GADDIS, EVA
JAMES, BETH
JONES, BETTY
KING, BETTY
SUTTON, KATHLEEN

COFFEE CO
ALEXANDER, JOAN
COLLINS, LARRY
JOHNSON, SARAH
ROPER, JERRY
SULLENGER, MARTHA
VANZANT, FRANK

CROCKETT
LEGGETT, CHARLES

IN MEMORIAM

DAVIDSON CO
CARR, NELL RENA
CHRISTIAN, LOIS
CORLEY, MARCIA
COTTON, MARY
DAWSON, NORMA
ELAM, WILMATINE
ELLIS, FRANCES
GORDON, ELEANOR
GRISBY, EUNICE
HALL, ANTHONY
HARRIS, BENA
HAYES, DIEDRE
JOHNSON, GLYNIS
JONES, BARBARA
KESTER, KATHLEEN
LEECH, ROBERT
LOCKERT, JUANITA
MCADOO, BILLY
MERRITT, HELENA
MILLER, HAROLDINE
MORRIS, JEANNINE
MOSS, MARY
O’DWYER, JOANN
PEDIGO, JESSE
PUGH, MICHAEL
SCALES, JIMMIE
SMELSER, PANSY JO
WATSON, GAYLE
WELCH, PEGGY
WHITE, GWEN
ZIPPERER, DIMPLES

DECATUR CO
BARTHOLOMEW, BOBBIE

DICKSON CO

BOWEN, BOBBIE
FISHER, LEVERNE
MURRELL, ANNA

FENTRESS CO
GREER, IRENE
LINDER, MARY

FRANKLIN CO
LEECH, LINDA
STATEN, HENRIETTA
STEWART, EMMA

GILES CO
AYMETT, NORMA
COGGINS, BILL
MAYFIELD, JOYCE

GREENE CO

BELT, NANCY
EDDINGTON, GLENN
ENSOR, LENA
KILDAY, JACK

LOVE, JANET
MCCAMEY, ANN
WARD, CAROLYN

HAMILTON CO

ATKINS, LOREEN
BARROW, MARY
CAMPBELL, CHRISTINA
ECHOLS, BARBARA
MCGHEE, WYNONA
PATE, JERRY

SMITH JACKSON, IRIS
STEWART, GWENDOLYN

HANCOCK CO
HORTON, EARLENE

HARDIN CO
MINTZ, JAN
PHILLIPS, LOWELL

HAWKINS CO
BOWERS, NORMA
CHURCH, JOYCE
ROTHE, ALLEN

HENRY CO
ROBBINS, RUTH

HOUSTON CO
CRAVER, SUE

HUMPHREYS CO
LADD, DOROTHY
NORTHCUT, BILLIE

JEFFERSON CO

COLE, ANN

NORTHERN, ANNA
JOHNSON, MELITA
UNDERWOOD, THOMAS

JOHNSON CO
BUNTING, VIDA

...these immortal dead who live again in minds made better b# theix presence’

KINGSPORT CITY
CROSSWHITE, DEAN
HURST, BRENDA
LEINAAR, ANNE
MCKEE, SARAH
MORICLE, SUE
ROLLER, DANNY

KNOX CO
BROCKETT, MARY
BYERS, DIANNE
CARTER, LAVERNE
CASTEEL, JEANETTE
DAVIS, WINSTON
HUDDLESTON, EMMA
JONES, ELLEN
JONES PATRICIA
LYNCH, DORIS
MCCULLEY, BETTY
MILLER, ELLA JEAN
MILLS, JEAN
PHIBBS, MOLLY
REEDER, NANCYE
TURNER, DOROTHY
WRINKLE, JERRY
WYATT, JANETTE
WYRICK, BARBARA
YARBROUGH, JOHN

LAUDERDALE CO
BRIDGES, DOROTHY
CRUTCHER, MARGARET

LAWRENCE CO
BRYANT, SARA
PETTUS, ELLEN
PULLEY. CAROLYN

LEWIS CO
DAVIS, CATHERINE
SIGLER, MARK

LOUDON CO
BROWNDER, DIMPLE
PORTER LEE, HILDA

MACON CO
O'NEAL, CAROLYN
SMITH, CLARICE



MADISON CO
BOONE, LINA
BOWYER, MARY
BRYANT, MARY
BUNDY, NORMA
PAYNE, MACE

MARION CO
BROOKMAN, GENEVA
PARSONS, HELEN
SHAFFER, JO DEAN
SOUDERS, JUDITH
STANFILL, TOMMYE

MARSHALL CO
BURGESS, JOIE
DUKES, ROY
JOBE, ELIZABETH
SELLARS, CHARLES

MAURY CO
BLAIR, MARY
LOVE, BESSYE
TAYLOR, JAMES

McMINN CO
LOWERY, HAZEL

McNAIRY CO
GLOVER, BILLY
HENDRIZ, CURRY
PRATHER, SOPHIE

MONTGOMERY CO
BILLMYER, RICHARD
GOODNOUGH, JADE
GRAY, BRENDA
MALONE, HENRY
MITTLER, GEORGIA
RIGGINS, FRANCES
SUDDEATH, ANN
TANT, JANE
TROTTER, LATRICIA

MORGAN CO
UNDERWOOD, ESTEL

NO LOCAL AFFILIATION
LANE, LARRY

OBION CO

NECROLOGY REPORT 2024
IN MEMORIAM

ELLER, HELEN CURRY

OVERTON CO
MOODY, JUANITA

PUTNAM CO
KASH, BETTYE
MAYNARD, JERRY

ROANE CO
BREAZEALE, BERNICE
BURGESS, WANDA
COX, EDNA
EVERETT, GLENDA
GIBSON, ANGELA
KING, BETTYE
STEWART, JAMES

RUTHERFORD CO
BRANDON, BERTHA
DAVIS, REBECCA
EATON, AVA
HARTER, CHARLES
KOBISKE, CAROLYN
MASON, PEGGY
PENROD, MARIAN
PRICE, WILLIAM
UNDERHILL, ANNE

SCOTT CO
BOWLING, VIVIAN
STANFILL, LAVADA

SEQUATCHIE CO
BARKER, LOIS

LAYNE, BEULAH
POPE, PATRICIA

SHELBY CO

AKINES, DOROTHY
BARROW, OLETA
BARROW, ROBERT
BUCHANAN-JONES, DORIS
CARTER, RUBYE
CAVINESS, TELITHA
CHRISTOPHER, ANNIE
COLEMAN, TONDALYA
FOREN, REVEL

GREER, NORMA
HARRIS, GERALDINE
SHELBY CO

HARRIS, JEAN
HARRIS, LONNIE
HAWKINS, JACQUELINE
HOWARD, ROSE
HOWELL, JOE
JONES, LOUISE
JONES, DONALD
LANIER, PATRICIA
LEE, WILLIE
LEGGETTE, IRMA
LEWIS, MARGARET
LEWIS, SARA

LUNA, JAMES
MARTIN, ANNEASE
MEACHAM, GRACE
MILLS, EVELYN
PAYNE, YVONNE
PRITCHARD, VELMA
ROBINSON, HALLOE
SHEPHERD, GEORGIA
STEWART, RONALD
THOMAS, ERNEST
THOMAS, ROSA
THOMPSON, ELIZBETH
TRUITT, JUANITA
WALL, JERRY
WHITE, CATHERINE
WILLIAMS, BRENDA
WILLIAMS, SADIE
WILLIAMSON, LILLIE
WINFREY, JANNIE
WOODS, MATTIE

SULLIVAN CO
DENTON, JUDITH
FRY, CONSTANCE
HALE, MARY
HASBROUCK, CLARA
MAYS, JAMES
MCKAMEY, WILLIAM
TURNER, FAY
WILEY, REBECCA

WILLIAMS, GENE
WRIGHT, MARY ELLEN
SUMNER CO

BROWN, JOE

TIPTON CO

FAYNE, DWIGHT
HUTCHINSON, BETTY
JOHNSON, BERDIA
RALPH, JUDY

REED, RICHARD

WASHINGTON CO
EDWARDS, BETTY
MCKINNEY, MARION
ODOM, JUDITH
SILVERS, MARY
SWINGLE, JOAN
WILLIAMS, JANICE
WINKLE, KARL
WRIGHT, BARBARA

WAYNE CO
LAY, PEGGY
VILLINES, SANDRA

WEAKLEY CO

CANNON, BETTY
MORRIS, PAULA
STOKER, LILLIAN

WHITE CO
BASTIAN, NATE
CANNON, LYNN
STRASBURG, LINDA

WILLIAMSON CO
JOHNSON, MITCHELL
MILLS, MARY
WRIGHT, JAMES

WILSON CO.
FARLEY, SANDRA
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