
 
  

 
 
IT'S AFFORDABLE, IT IS RIGHT, AND IT'S TIME TO GET TN OUT OF BOTTOM FIVE FOR K-12 FUNDING! 
 

 
 
For far too long, Tennessee’s public schools have been starved of the resources we need to meet our 
students’ needs. Join TEA's Week of Action March 28 - April 2. With these simple but powerful daily 
actions, let our governor and our General Assembly know it's affordable, it's right, and it's time to get 
Tennessee out of the bottom five states in K-12 funding! 
 

 

Join TEA President Beth Brown's Legislative Briefing Monday, March 29, at 5 pm Central/6 pm 
Eastern to learn more about the TEA's WEEK OF ACTION focusing on significantly increasing funding for 
Tennessee public schools, as well as key bills moving through the legislature. Members who have 
registered for a previous briefing do not have to re-register to attend the briefing. 
 
INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR TEA OFFICE? NOMINATIONS DUE APRIL 8 

There are two ways to qualify as a candidate: submit a petition of 50 members’ signatures OR submit a 
nomination letter from your local. The deadline for qualifying by petition has passed, but interested 
candidates have until 5 p.m. CDT, April 8, to submit a nomination letter. 

Nomination letters must be signed by the local president and secretary and must affirm that the local 
affiliate has voted to nominate the candidate. 

Nomination letters should be scanned and emailed to Jessica Holmes (jholmes@tnea.org) no later than 
5 p.m. CDT, April 8. 

https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111294713366ee51cfddd5b1c2ce5477454f9d94e1fabcddc55786cbcaf5bea894c157e158cc19270302800dd354d716433
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https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111b7fbfd268757d4f550b0cd38d6193e80fec0ac9c0aaa0c6ea8716a7e8837773a09a2e8a4a0636d048afc466a10a1c4df
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During the virtual TEA RA, qualifying candidates for statewide offices will be announced on Friday 
evening and nomination acceptance speeches will be played for the delegation. Qualifying candidates 
for district offices will be announced and their nomination acceptance speeches played during district 
meetings on Saturday morning. 

Ballots will be mailed to TEA RA delegates following the adjournment of the TEA RA. 
 
SIGN UP FOR TEA'S LEGAL ZOOM APRIL 15 

Register for a live, 30-minute After-School Special by the TEA legal department at 4 pm Central/5 pm 
Eastern on Thursday, April 15, on Understanding Protections for Pregnant Workers and Parental Leave 
Rights. This webinar is part of TEA members-only webinar series that will take no longer than 30 
minutes every third Thursday of every month (except December), covering professional rights, 
responsibilities and issues of concern to members. REGISTER TODAY! 
 
TEA'S SOCIAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP RESCHEDULED 
 
TEA's Zoom workshop, Creating Change Through Social Justice, has been rescheduled due to inclement 
weather. Please check your email and TEA social media channels for the new workshop date. Presented 
by the TEA Racial & Social Justice Committee, this workshop will focus on the principles of social justice 
as educators advocate for student-centered approaches in public education. 
 
LEARN TO FIGHT BIAS FROM THE COMFORT OF HOME 
 
Register for TEA's webinar on managing integration, not segregation, in our schools. Presented by Dr. 
Michael Lowe, equity officer with Shelby Co. Schools, the workshop will take place on Tuesday, April 13, 
4:30 pm-5:30 pm Central.  

TAX-FREE EMPLOYER STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS EXTENDED TILL 2026 
 
Under the recent COVID-relief laws, federal law allows employers to contribute up to $5,250 per year 
toward an employee’s student loans tax-free. Under the extension, this tax-free benefit ends (funds 
must be sent to employees, their student loan servicers, or their lenders) before January 1, 2026, but 
could be continued by Congress in later legislation. For details, contact your UniServ Coordinator. 
TEAteachers.org/student-loan-payments 
 
GOT PECCA QUESTIONS? JOIN TEA'S OFFICE HOUR EVERY TUESDAY 
 
Every Tuesday between 4 pm and 5 pm Central, TEA Legal's Mary Campbell hosts an open Zoom 
meeting for local association leaders to ask anything related to collaborative conferencing (PECCA).  See 
you there next Tuesday, March 23! 
 
100% ONLINE PDP FROM RENEW A TEACHING LICENSE  
 
Renew a Teaching License by Professional Learning Board provides 100% online professional learning for 
teachers in Tennessee. All courses are related to improving educator effectiveness to help 
Tennessee teachers complete continuing education requirements.  
 

https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011141877fa480572ea23b36491f5c72a6c1b7da91ec42a87ee48c73a753b902716395930748ce1f7cfd00817af0026881fa
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011184e837175a8995f33f57de60d71789a7029c011908fe9e206dfad4a99f69d7a60eacb61f08db7b1964cc60f58bd6dd3b
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011184e837175a8995f33f57de60d71789a7029c011908fe9e206dfad4a99f69d7a60eacb61f08db7b1964cc60f58bd6dd3b
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011138cb04bc044e5327772bbc140103d5f2d2c97d0a65265230f582a101b261342157ef6321ad45f06a08a000239e05bef9
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01114a5f518d8a78ae4366c64d7f20296bb9211e78a0ff04c4cc9f2129157ab6b9a28fb01106b034d48b01d9c69af667e612
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111822c46f8247369e5f653c20089ab6f5348d25005b780d3db552151b0cf96f2ed8c18bdfff661f65d5afe61deca6c1369
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111ca60b9ebae72c144d876590b50a2617136057a067ea9d25490253331d389887090dc1424a020f09de5c8ed9a75bc1b0a
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01113a58b437aca147d2fd830582af0cc0187b3193da1f90277be40e3a23da6239983af94c785a50bf9b5e83fa52eabb0234
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https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01119f7d3aafb6822713e8b00d95f607cdc4682f8ea01a75a2b6afd4168e2d3d20298988404ff6a1c7801a6736ade826638c
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011110040f847735a40e97a1cb427c258c4ec17052af1a4b7a6fd7615e7971a343b2910d1b238093b663f389380f375ae9af
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e011110040f847735a40e97a1cb427c258c4ec17052af1a4b7a6fd7615e7971a343b2910d1b238093b663f389380f375ae9af
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01119ceb3bd21054c0535c4e03aad67af1a26b0272a3ac32cb3425761d386d4fbfc1effcb0cf89cefe10cee95752df6b605b


All Renew a Teaching License courses come with a FREE PD tracker! You can start at your 
convenience. Sign up today! Please contact Deborah Bonner at dbonner@tnea.org for a 20% discount 
code. 

TEA DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR AWARDS OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS 

The Distinguished Educator Award Program (DEAP), a TEA tradition since 1982, honors public education 
professionals who inspire students, parents, colleagues, and the community through their talents, 
leadership, and community service. 

All nominees must be TEA members who have not previously received a DEAP award in the category for 
which they are nominated. Applications will be scored using a rubric that can be found with the online 
application. Applications must be completed and submitted no later than April 30, 2021. 
 
REMEMBER TO TAKE TERA SURVEY 
 
All Tennessee educators are invited to take the Tennessee Educator Survey. Now in its 10th year, the 
Tennessee Department of Education and the Tennessee Education Research Alliance at Vanderbilt 
University's Peabody College continue to partner on this annual survey that provides all teachers, 
administrators, and certified staff the opportunity to share their perspectives on what is working and 
what improvements can be made about education in Tennessee. The survey is now live and runs 
through April 23. Look for the survey link in your work email.  
 
 

 

FUND YOUR PROJECT WITH HORACE MANN'S $10,000 GIVEAWAY 
 
Here's the scoop. 

1. Enter your DonorsChoose project March 8 - April 9 for your chance to win. 

https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111736738e0b1e55293e8e3dd5826aa64fc7f29f251be1c3f1e6d507132412fc7259d6f3d76e886c433b652c3b72e48a2c2
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01114a7a17be903def497337f18d45e70ab257155f174c49d445eb5c974a4189c12830494dc7f1c9031f5edb9fc392a250f5
mailto:dbonner@tnea.org?subject=Renew%20a%20teaching%20license%20
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https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111ca02a4237c33d4c87d584cdb2dfa4d175aadcefeb2b32aa9f1edba6de5eca8afc04c9822392853e5a0fae47e6f6f73e1
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111ca02a4237c33d4c87d584cdb2dfa4d175aadcefeb2b32aa9f1edba6de5eca8afc04c9822392853e5a0fae47e6f6f73e1
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e01119bcc1659442d052266087c756908e0d131309db2399e29aa27a4289932d171824749c89773881fbf7a6a61ae67285a18
https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=c30624bb062e0111684d504e49c7311085e9e4361b32083d00dd7959efe237ab64991b7116a27d3fcf7f4c9f907ef1761b96550092f29238


2. During the week of April 5 - 9, Horace Mann will draw winners and fund at least $2,000 in 
DonorsChoose projects each day. 

ENTER HERE TODAY! 
 

 

To learn more about DonorsChoose or need help setting up a DonorsChoose project, click here or 
contact your local Horace Mann representative. 

Official rules. No purchase necessary to enter or win. Not valid in Florida, Hawaii, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico or West Virginia. Please note: Your school and/or district may have 
guidelines around DonorsChoose funding. Please ensure you are adhering to all pertinent policies and 
procedures. 

Horace Mann and its affiliates enter into agreements with educational associations pursuant to which 
Horace Mann or its affiliate compensates the educational association to provide various services that are 
aimed at familiarizing the association’s members with the Horace Mann brand, products or services. For 
more information or to ask questions about your educational association’s services agreement, please 
email your inquiry to association.relations@horacemann.com.  
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#TEAteachers          #TEAstrong             #RedforEd 
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