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The Future’s Farmer

DR. CARL N. HODGES

FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN,
THE SEAWATER FOUNDATION,

Atmospheric physicist Dr. Carl Hodges
is tired of the bickering over who is responsible for
climate change—he wants to focus on seizing
opportunities and implementing solutions. “We can
stop sea-level rise,” Hodges, 70, says bluntly. It started with a
moment of clarity in 1972 while walking along an
tuary on Mexico’s Sonoran Coast. It is not, he concluded,

iawater provides, just as estuaries
#Thirty-five years and $30 millionlater, Hodges
= nis epiphany through the Seawater Foundation,
ounded in 1977, which enables seawater farms armed with
the right seeds and elementary science to literally green
the desert by simply drawing saltwater inland.
As his farms grow, draining more water from the rising
oceans, Hodges’s math shows that if seawater-irrigated
agriculture developed at the same rate that
traditional irrigated agriculture did from 1950 to
2003 we could stop sea-level rise
in less than 15 years.

Pho‘lbgraphed by Gasper Tringale on the banks of the Rio
Nenninger, a man-made seawater river on the coast of the Sea
of Cortez near Bahia Kino, Sonora, Mexico.
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