
       @touchofstoneinc 

2024 has started with a Bang! 
(It actually always does for me because it is my birthday month and I
love to celebrate!     )

February is all about LOVE and I can tell you that it is an
understatement for me with all of what is coming up:

Very excited to say that our new showroom on Westside is officially
opened and we are now taking appointments. So I cannot wait to show you
what it all about! Call me anytime to set up a visit .

This month also marks something very special to me because my sisters
are coming to visit with their family for the first time in over 20 years! I
will get to hug them and hold them in my arms for the first time in 20
years. There will tears of happiness and celebration! !  
I cannot wait to show them all of the great projects I am working on
with some of you and what it is all about to live in Atlanta, which I have
called home for almost 30 years now.

Lastly, The KBIS (Kitchen and Bath Industry Show) is happening this
month. It is held once again in Las Vegas and I cannot wait to bring back
tons of new products and awesome ideas we will incorporate in your
future projects and the new trends of our industry.

Thank you very much as well for all of your support!

Dear valentines,

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

A TOUCH OF STONE

2024

Marylene Briere



?
The process of bookmatching is designed to create a mirror effect with consecutive
slabs of natural stone. Bookmatching is done by placing successive pieces of stone
next to one another so that they resemble an open book.

In order to produce the desired mirror image effect with natural stone, large blocks
of stone are sliced into slabs and polished on the two sides that were previously
facing each other. This method creates stone slabs which are virtual copies of each
other, resulting in an astonishing kaleidoscopic pattern when they are arranged side
by side.

Book-matched stone is highly sought after, and creates a unique aesthetic
unmatched by any other material. Many have compared it to complex Rorschach
patterns or abstract art. Most whom take a moment to study book-matched marble
often claim that they see all manner of interesting patterns not unlike seeing shapes
in clouds.

The natural colors and patterns in stone will almost look amplified when presented in
the mirror-image arrangement of a bookmatched pair. A certain amount of
movement is required to create a visually interesting effect, but an overly complex
stone can cause sensory overload. Stones with soft hues and flowing movement, like
marble, will create a beautiful look that’s not too jarring. Vivid slabs with bright
colors and high-contrast patterns are not for the faint of heart, but offer an
unforgettable statement.

It’s practically inevitable that you’ll see images in the adjoining stones. Maybe it will
look like a beautiful flower or a snowy owl. Or… maybe you’ll see the face of a
malevolent goblin, or, heaven forbid, something resembling the, ummm, human
anatomy? Once seen, these forms can’t be unseen; they will greet you every time you
walk in the room. So take your time and carefully examine the potential designs and
shapes you’ll end up with once the stones are cut and assembled.

The Art of Bookmatching Natural Stone
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Question 1: What makes you choose between stone and quartz?
I t  depends on what the cl ients is looking for in terms of durabil ity.  I f  they
want the look of marble,  without the maintenance of marble,  we wil l  go
the Quartz route.  I f  they want the richness and movement in a stone,
then we wil l  go the marble or Quartzite route.
 
Question 2: How do you incorporate stone or quartz in your designs? 
We recently did an instal lation with a Touch of Stone, where we instal led
a slab of stone on the wall  in the Dining Room. The cl ient saw the slab
when we were looking for countertops for their kitchen and fel l  in love
with the material .  I t  did not match the aesthetic that we were aiming for
in the kitchen but worked as artwork. We used the material  in an
unconventional way on the wall ,  and it  turned out amazing! 

Question 3: What Influences or inspires your design choices?
 A lot of it  is  directed by the cl ient and what they want to see in their
bespoke designs that we create for them. If  the cl ient is more tradit ional,
then we wil l  keep the material  more tradit ional but add sculptural  detai ls
l ike a backsplash behind the range. I f  i t  is  a transit ional or modern
design, then we wil l  go with a thick,  laminated, or a waterfal l  edge on the
countertops. 

Question 4: Do you have a favorite stone and what is the name?
I  love Calacatta Gold Marble.  It  is  such a classic and goes with so many
different design directions.  

Question 5: When choosing a stone or a quartz,  do you choose first
the color pallet or the movement of the stone? Which is predominant
in your choice? 
I  love natural  material .  I t  always amazes me when you look at marble,
quartzite,  onyx or granite that al l  these different colors and patterns
came from the earth. Often, the stone material  is  the last thing that we
select.  I t  is  driven by the color palate,  cabinet design and furnishings.  

Designer:Lauren Davenport
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Question 6: What is your opinion on manmade products?
There is a t ime and place for man made products.  For those that want a zero-
maintenance product,  i t  is  a great option. I  love the texture and aesthetic feel
that a natural  stone offers.  

Designer:Lauren Davenport

For more info visit:
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Question 7: Have you ever designed a room around a slab just because you
loved it even if  it  was not your original concept? How did you handle that?
I  have never designed a room around a slab because I  loved it ,  but it  has
swayed some of my decision making in design. I  thought I  wanted a material
that had soft color and movement,  but then I  see bold stone with a lot of
movement in person, and think you know what,  let ’s  go for it .  

Question 8: When you first look at a project do you know immediately what
stone you will  use, or does It take time?
In the 21 years that I  have been in business,  there is only 1 t ime that I  saw a
marble and designed the Kitchen with that material  in mind. There are so many
decisions that go into the design and selection of the material .  Sometime the
cl ients know what material  they do not want,  but often they look to me for the
direction on the material ,  color and design.

Question 9: What stone has surprised you most when It was installed?
The slab of Fusion Ice with a leathered f inish, we instal led as artwork on the
wall .   I t  is  not typical ly a stone that I  would specify or think about.  But used as
art on the walls,  i t  absorbs so much natural  l ight that you see patterns and
variations in the stone on a vertical  plane, that you do not typical ly see when it
is instal led on a horizontal  plane.

Question 10: Do you have any predictions on future stone design trends?
I feel  that natural  stone with movement and color is coming back. Especial ly i f  i t
is  more in the warm tones. I  bel ieve you wil l  see porcelain used in more
applications.  

Designer:Lauren Davenport
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Lauren Davenport and Marylene Briere Collaborate at 2022 Home for the Holidays Kitchen


