
       @touchofstoneinc 

Bonne Annee! !  Happy New year! !

This is one of my favorite t ime of the year, not only
because January is my birthday month     but it also
signif ies a fresh start and time of reflection.
we just wrapped up a whirlwind year where I got to
meet some people that are already changing my l ife
just by being them, and i  worked on projects and In
places I never thought I would get to see or do,  I
take this t ime to reflect on what this year will look
like and the word that comes to mind is ELEVATE.
Elevate my relationships with people,  Elevate my
customer service ,  Elevate my team and Elevate my
work.
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I have already planted the seeds of elevation with the
new showroom at the Westside Design Studio in Atlanta.
Our new showroom is located at 1530 Ellsworth
Industrial Blvd NW, Atlanta, GA 30318 and will be
open by appointment only at the beginning.

Once there, I will meet you personally and start the
process of selection for your new projects .  We will
have access to l ive inventory from many vendors and
you will be able to see many options of finishes and
designs we are able to do to customize and personalize
your projects .  You will leave the appointment with the
peace of mind that every detail has been thought
through and taken care of even before you even start
the physical work. I am so excited to share this with
you.

So my commitment to you this coming year is to ensure
that I elevate the experience you have with every
project A Touch of Stone is involved with.

Let ’s elevate our l ives together this 2024. I am so
pumped! ! !

Marylene Briere

JANUARY NEWSLETTER

A TOUCH OF STONE

2024

1530 Ellsworth Industrial Blvd NW
Atlanta, GA 30318 

WESTSIDE DESIGN STUDIOWESTSIDE DESIGN STUDIO
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Question 1: What makes you choose between stone and quartz?
I  am a natural  stone gir l !  Nothing compares to the depth and colors of the
earth’s natural  beauty.   Natural  stone can etch and stain but I  see beauty in its
aging process.   I f  my cl ients are adamant about having a surface that does not
stain,  I  recommend Quartz – Cambria is my favorite company – they make
beautiful ,  quality products that closely resemble natural  stone.
 
Question 2: How do you incorporate stone or quartz in your designs? 
The stone is always a centerpiece and focal  point.   I  use stone as countertops
and as ful l  backsplashes in kitchens and bar areas.   I  do l ike to use porcelain
on shower walls.   I t  is  a l ighter product than natural  stone and using it  as ful l
piece on the wall ,  i t  el iminates grout l ines but people do not l ike to clean.   
Porcelain produces a look similar to natural  stone but does not require as
much maintenance.  

Question 3: What Influences or inspires your design choices?
Kristan & Co’s work employs clean l ines,  soothing palettes,  and an
understanding of space that intersects function and f low. This classic simplicity
is subtle yet striking,  uncovering depth in a space through textures,  l ight,  and
colors.  Kristan & Co seeks to uncover the beauty of a home while chal lenging
the conventional boundaries of style.

Question 4: Do you have a favorite stone and what is the name?
My favorite stone is Calacatta Gold Marble.   I t  is  a t imeless classic that has so
many neutral  beautiful  colors in the veining and works with any project –
tradit ional or modern.  But there are so many variations of marble,  making it
possible to choose a stone based on the space and the design features of a
space.  

Question 5: When choosing a stone or a quartz,  do you choose first the
color pallet or the movement of the stone? Which is predominant in your
choice? 
I  typical ly choose the color pal let f irst.  The movement of the stone is
dependent entirely on the slab and how the earth shaped it .   Starting with the
color pal let leads to choosing a slab, which in turn leads to f inding a stone
with movements that enhance the space and the design.   
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Question 6: What is your opinion on manmade products?
I  feel  manmade products have come a long way in their replication of natural
stone.  They are also more durable.   Cambria is a great example of a company
producing an excel lent product.   I f  a cl ient tel ls me that they want an “almost
perfect kitchen” al l  the t ime with no wear and tear,  the manmade product is
the way to go.  

Question 7: Have you ever designed a room around a slab just because
you loved it even if  it  was not your original concept? How did you handle
that?
Yes, especial ly in spaces l ike bars and powder baths.   These areas are l ike
jewel boxes and don’t  have to relate or t ie into the look of the overal l  home.  
They are places to make a statement.  

Question 8: When you first look at a project do you know immediately
what stone you will  use, or does It take time?
I  usually have a feel ing of what stone wil l  work best for a cl ient ’s preferences
and the space we want to create.   The challenge is f inding the “perfect slab”
because every natural  stone slab is one of a kind.  But that ’s al l  part of the
fun!

Question 9: What stone has surprised you most when It was installed?
One of my favorite projects was a home designed to create a seamless l ink
with its serene outdoor sett ing.   The backyard is f i l led with trees and granite
outcrops and the cl ient used f loor to cei l ing windows to bring the outdoors
inside.  My cl ient fel l  in love with a Fantasy Brown Marble.  It  was not my
favorite!   However,  after it  was instal led it  captured perfectly what my cl ient
was trying to achieve – the colors and the movement enhance the connection
between inside and outside spaces.    

Question 10: Do you have any predictions on future stone design trends?
Manmade products wil l  continue to evolve,  improve and become more cost
competit ive.   Whether those products wil l  repl icate the earth’s natural  beauty
is yet to be seen, but anyone who is looking to incorporate stone into their
home has lots of choices and can’t  go wrong!  
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