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ON THE LAZY BENCH

Penn Brad Oil Museum strives to preserve the history of the Bradford Oil Field and the unique
culture that developed along with it. The Museum also honors the people and their families whose

lives contributed to making Bradford the "Highgrade Oil Metropolis of the World."
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Open House Kick-Starts 2026 Season
Photos by Francie Long, Patty Lehosky, & Angela Nuzzo

A slow but steady stream of visitors took part in the museum's Old
Fashioned Ice Cream Social in May and got our 2026 season underway.
The 50 or so people who signed the guest book had a great lunch of :
sloppy joes, chips, various cookies and brownies, and an ice cream £ o &Y

. . Kids enjoyed making sundaes & the new
sundae to top if all off. And no one can resist the freshly popped
. . . ) . conference table was put to good use.
popcorn handed out in convenient little bags, just big enough to carry . S ‘
with them as they wandered the museum and investigated the
displays.

Thank you to all of the board members and volunteers who provided

supplies for the luncheon and who came to meet our guests.

a

MOUNTAIN|

Patty serves a sloppy joe to Angela, the
newsletter editor.

PENN BRAD OIL
MUSEUM

901 South Avenue - Bradford, PA 16701
Email: pennbrad.oilmuseum@®yahoo.com
Website: penn-bradoilmuseum.org
Phone: 814-362-1955
Open:
Thurs. & Friday
9 AM to 4 PM
Saturday
9 AM to 2 PM

Lﬂ; \~‘.v,‘ 7\»7 . i
Patty Lehosky & Brenda Fish serve lunch with
a smile!

Admission Cost
Adults - $6.00
~ Seniors - $5.00

Joyce Cline brings out the kid in everyone Children (under 12) - Free
with her popcorn maker. Active Military / Family - Free




Matt Kropf Honored for Sustainability Efforts

Story and photo from University of Pittsburgh website

Dr. Matt Kropf, associate professor of engineering
technology at the University of Pittsburgh at Brad-
ford, was honored during the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Sustainability Awards on the Pittsburgh
campus on April 24.

Kropf, who is also the director of the ARG/Harry R.
Halloran Jr. Energy Institute and chair of the Divi-
sion of Physical and Computational Sciences, will
be one of three faculty Regional Campus Awardees.

Kropf has been a member of the university-wide
Chancellor’s Advisory Council on Sustainability
since its beginning, contributing to the original
2018 Sustainability Plan. As chair of the Pitt-
Bradford Sustainability Committee and director of
the Energy Institute, he has worked to center
student voices in the campus’s sustainability efforts,
including its nearly complete Sustainability Plan.

Kropf has been a key driver of Pitt-Bradford’s solar
expansion, using existing and future installations as
living laboratory operations and ensuring every
building is considered for rooftop solar.

Samantha Chan, assistant director of sustainability
at Pitt, nominated Kropf for the award. “Dr. Kropf is
known for bringing people into sustainability work
and making them feel heard,” she said.

Additionally, Kropf developed the energy science
and technology and energy engineering technology
academic programs at Pitt-Bradford. He collabor-
ated with architects and engineers designing the
programs’ home, the George B. Duke Engineering
and Information Technologies Building, and served
on hiring committees for the required faculty and
staff.

He has also worked with students to map out trails
on Pitt-Bradford’s Quintuple Mountain property,
opening it up for public use. He holds patents for a
process that uses microwaves and ultrasound to
refine biodiesel and others to sequester carbon
dioxide underground.

The Pitt Sustainability Awards recognize students,
faculty, staff and groups making meaningful contri-
butions to campus sustainability as defined by the
Pitt Sustainability Plan. This is the first year the
university has dedicated awards for its regional
campuses, of which Pitt-Bradford is one.

Matt is a long-standing member of the Penn Brad
Oil Museum’s board of directors, and says “Through
my position as Director of the Harry Halloran Jr. and
American Refining Group’s Energy Institute at Pitt
Bradford, I have been able to advance energy
efficiency improvements, energy production, and a
host of energy and sustainability programming on
the Bradford campus. It was nice to be recognized
by the University for the efforts on our campus in
Bradford”. Congratulations, Matt.

Fireside Pumpers Breakfast

The Fireside Pumpers of the Penn Brad Oil
Museum meet each 3™ Wednesday of the month for
a breakfast meeting with a guest speaker, at Mama
Jane's Eatery (formerly Perkins Restaurant) at 31
Bolivar Drive in Bradford.

The public is welcome as an educational outreach
and fundraising effort by the Museum. Donations
are appreciated. Attendees order off the menu, at
their cost, beginning at 8 am, and the program
begins at 8:30.

If you or your business would like to sponsor a
breakfast, please complete the form on our website
or call the Treasurer at 814-368-6824. Sponsorship
profits go toward museum improvements.

June 17, 2026
Scott Morgan
Ghost Towns of McKean County



Fireside Pumpers Meetings for April and May

by Isabelle Champlin, with photo by Joyce Cline

> 7/
The first meeting of the Fireside
Pumpers featured Bill Robertson
explaining his latest 2026 book,
titled “New York State Strange: 91
Creepy Tales of the Empire State”.
This is his 26th short story collec-
tion. It features a wide variety of
stories from historical sites, local
ghostly encounters, Native Ameri-
can lore, and newspaper articles.
He read examples of each one.
“Old Fort Niagara” is said to be
haunted by a murdered French
officer, Henri LeClerc, who is try-
ing to find his decapitated head,
an impossible task since it had
been thrown into Lake Ontario
long ago. “The Hitchhiker” de-
scribes a frightening drive home
through a dark rainy forest, pass-
ing by a hitchhiker who suddenly
appeared in the passenger seat,
silently riding along until sudden-
ly vanishing as the car passed by
the Limestone Cemetery. The
“Lake Erie Monster” describes the
Mishebeshu or Great Serpent, a
40-foot long horned snake which
can create storms, enormous
waves and whirlpools with its
churning tail. ‘The Staten Island
Horror” recounts that the Willow-
brook State School (famously
closed in 1987 because of the

physical and sexual abuse of the
intellectually disabled patients),
had spawned a legend of a serial
killer called Cropsey. A real-life
custodian of the school, Andre
Rand, was accused of several child
murders in the 1980s although
never convicted.

There are 87 other stories in this
book with over 200 photos. The
author has personally investi-
gated 90% of their locations.
There are copies for sale in the
Penn Brad Oil Museum gift shop
and they also can be ordered from
https://store.bookbaby.com/book
/new-york-state-strange

In May, Lisa Olszak Zumstein, a
native of Brady’s Bend, reviewed
her 2025 book "The Brady’s Bend
Flood of 1980: Tragedy in Western
Pennsylvania," about a severe 40-
minute thunderstorm on Aug. 14,
1980, that devastated her small
community.

Beginning as a family memoir,
she enlarged it into a 144-page
paperback with 70 photographs.
She conducted 62 interviews of
survivors, consulted 8 technical
advisors, 26 family collections and
the Heinz Historic Center ar-
chives, and read many newspaper
articles and documents to create a
comprehensive overview.

Her Power Point presentation
showed the 9 pm flood was the

result of a multicellular storm
that dumped an astonishing 5 to
10 inches of rain in only 40 min-
utes. (A NOAA chart showed that
a 3.5"/hour rate would be a 1000-
year rarity, and this chart did not
show anything more extreme.)
Nearby Sugar Creek, with its
many steep tributaries, rapidly
and forcefully rose so high that
houses and vehicles were swept
away. Nine people drowned and
many families became homeless.
Locating the bodies in the debris
took 5 days; some were found in
the river 28 miles downstream.
One pet who woke up its sleeping
owner later won a Dog Hero
award. Many people rescued and
sheltered their neighbors and
several astonishing  personal
accounts were related.

The town had no flood warning.
The 1977 post-Johnstown Flood
warning system based on volun-
teer reports could not have helped
as this flood was far too rapid and
intense.

The entire Appalachian Moun-
tain Corridor from Georgia to
Canada is apparently noted for
record-breaking catastrophic
rainstorms like this, and the year
of this flood was wetter than
usual by both the number of
thunderstorms and the precipita-
tion rates. There is now an
historic marker to the memory of
the 9 people who died, unveiled
for last year’s 45th anniversary of
the tragedy.

The museum thanks Dresser
Pipeline Solutions who sponsored
this program. Copies of this
fascinating book were available
for purchase after the program.
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e DAN PALMER MEMORIEAL
# GOLF SCRAMBLE

.o Saturday, August 15, 2026

# - 9am Shotgun Start
( & n " ) West Warren Road ~ Bradford, PA

& " Check our website and Facebook page for more details coming soon.
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Memorial/Honoring Gifts  Check one: In Memory of Name
To Honor

Amount Enclosed $ Send acknowledgment to:
Donor’s name Name
Donor’s address Address




Penn Brad Qil Museum 901 South Ave (219 South), Bradford, PA
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