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ON THE LAZY BENCH

Penn Brad Oil Museum strives to preserve the history of the Bradford Oil Field and the unique
culture that developed along with it. The Museum also honors the people and their families whose
lives contributed to making Bradford the "Highgrade Oil Metropolis of the World."

A Quarterly Newsletter

Tales From the Four Mile

by Tom Miller, Board President

Approximately % of the origi-
nally defined area of the Bradford
Oil Field lies in Cattaraugus
County, New York. A significant
part of that is in the Four Mile
Valley in the town of Allegany.

In the very early days of oil de-
velopment in that area (late s
and early s), there was a tre-
mendous amount of gas encoun-
tered in the Bradford Third Sand.
That is because that area is within
the Knapp Creek Dome, which is
the highest part of the Bradford
Third Sandstone. In the Knapp
Creek Dome thereis a gas cap of
about to feetin thickness at
the top of the formation. The top
of the Bradford Third within the
dome is about feet above sea
level. The lighter gas migrated to
the upper level of the formation
as opposed to the southern area
of the pool where the top of the
sand is at about sea level and sea
water is encountered at the
bottom of the formation.

There was a well drilled by Mc-
Mullen and Hallock in the north
branch of Indian Creek in
that produced million cubic
feet of gas per day from the Knapp
Creek Dome gas cap. A pipeline
was laid to Olean, NY, to supply
gas to the city. In those early days
a large share of the gas was
wasted. Prior to the advent of the
automobile the market for oil was

mainly for illumination. Some
was used locally for fuel, butin
addition to market influences,
there was not sufficient under-
standing of the importance of
conserving gas in the formation
as the energy for propelling the
oil into the well bore. This deple-
tion of the gas caused the primary
oil production of the field to ra-
pidly decline. It is the reason that
there was more oil recovered from
the Bradford Field by secondary
recovery than by primary means.

There was a plant in existence at
that time that used natural gas to
produce carbon black. It was lo-
cated at Four Mile Station on the
OB&W RR (Olean, Bradford and
Warren Railroad) at about the
location of the intersection of the
present Lippert Hollow Road and
NYS Rt.  South.

In my younger days | had a close
friend and neighbor, R. James
Brandel, who passed away in the
late S. Jim grew up in the
Four Mile Valley. I spent many
hours with Jimand learned a lot
of local history from him. He told
me that on his uncle’s farm that
was at the head of the Four Mile
Valley, wells were drilled using
steam engines without a boiler.
Instead of steam, gas of sufficient
pressure and volume from
previously drilled wells powered
the engines without any steam
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involved. The gas would have
been vented.

A little farther down the valley
was the town of Rockview. The
Rockview schoolhouse still exists
as a private camp. Years ago it was
owned by Millie Bucher who
would rent it out for events. I have
memories of parties at the Rock-
view schoolhouse. [ have a news-
paper article from back in those
early days that states something
to the effect that oil from some of
the wells was running down the
main street of Rockview and that
someone should be hired to dig a
ditch to divert the oil to the creek.
However, it was decided that no
money was available to hire some-
one, so the matter was dropped.

***story continued on pg

PENN BRAD OIL
MUSEUM

901 South Avenue - Bradford, PA 16701
Email: pennbrad.oilmuseum@yahoo.com
Website: penn-bradoilmuseum.org
Phone: B14-362-1955
Open:
Thurs. & Friday
9AM to 4 PM
Saturday
9AM to 2 PM

Admission Cost

Adults - $5.00

Seniors - $4.50
Children (under 12) - Free

Active Military / Family - Free
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Jd enn aB'cad Oil /luseum

Support Penn Brad Oil Museum by sponsoring a
Fireside Pumpers breakfast meeting.
Each sponsor would receive:
+ a sign at the breakfast ackowledging your generosity
+ your name in the breakfast notice placed in the Bradford Era and Olean Times Herald
+ your name in the Museum's newsletter
+ one complimentary breakfast
+ For businesses, 5 to 10 minutes at breakfast to talk about your business
These breakjasts ane ene of the musewm’s majon educalienol eutneach egtonts to the conmunily.
The cest o} each spensowhip iv a miniumum o $4100.
Tt you ane willing te spensern a breakjast, cemplete the follewing infounation and mail te
Penn Brad Qd Musewm, PO Bex 163, Bradjend, PA 16701-0163

O

Name of sponsor

. Enclosed is a check for $
o Please bill me for $

_ | prefer to pay by credit card. (Call the treasurer at 814-368-6824)
Do you have a preference for the month you wish to sponsor? (Yes or No)

If yes, what month do you prefer?
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Memorial/Honoring Gifts Check one:InMemoryof __ ToHonor
Amount Enclosed $ ' ‘Send acknowledgment to:
Donor’s name Name
Donor’s address Address
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