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Student readers!
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Poetry for Children is Patterned Text

         Poetry contains patterned words 

Phonograms/Word Families/Rimes are the 
word “chunks” that are at Linnea Ehri’s 
highest level of word recognition



What is the attraction of Partner Poems?

• We partner in all sorts of ways
• We talk to one another
• We tell jokes
• We debate issues
• We read to one another



Partner Poems 
have their own list 
of reasons why 
kids like them.

∙ They’re fun to read aloud with someone 
else.

∙ A partner who’s a strong reader can help 
figure out hard words.

∙ It’s more fun to practice with someone 
else.

∙ Kids can perform partner poems – act 
out, dress up, use props.

∙ Partner poems are easy to make up, 
especially with a partner.



Kids like poems 
for several 
reasons

• Most poems have short lines
• They don’t go on and on
• They are easy to understand
• Words that rhyme are fun to say and easy 

to remember
• Poems have rhythm you can feel as you 

read them
• Sometimes they’re funny





How does the Science of Reading support 
focusing on word [rime] families/phonograms?
•Wylie and Durrell (1970) identified 37 frequently occurring 
phonograms that appear in more than 500 primary-level words.

•Edward Fry (1998) similarly discovered that by adding beginning 
consonants, blends, and digraphs to the 38 most common 
phonograms found in English, 654 words can be made. 



How does the Science of Reading support 
focusing on word [rime] families/phonograms?

•These research-based lists are highly regarded for 
providing young readers with powerful, independent literacy 
skills.  

•Both lists share 26 phonograms; Wylie and Durrell found 11 
others and Fry suggested 12 additional ones. 



How does the Science of Reading support 
focusing on word [rime] families/phonograms?

• Combining these two lists (and adding 3 additional rimes 
that commonly appear in primary texts), we focused on 
52 phonograms to give students extensive decoding and 
encoding strategies.

• Backed by this research, David wrote 52 original poems, 
Tim created 104 related word ladders, and I developed 52 
different lessons.



Starting with the Phonogram  
-ANK

bank blank ankle

dank clank bankrupt

Hank crank blanket

rank drank clanked

sank flank cranky

tank Frank embankment

yank plank hanky

shank lanky

spank plankton

stank swanky

swank tanker

thank thankful
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By looking closely at the phonogram used in the 
poem, targeted lessons were created

Poems can teach a variety of 
curriculum required skills in a 
fun and engaging way, making 
word learning memorable 
rather than memorized.
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We teach students 
to “recall words” 

not simply 
“call words.”



Research shows that having students 
engaged and having fun while learning 

improves memory (Willingham, 2008/2009) 



Word ladders – 
Help students climb to success in word recognition and vocabulary





Orthographic 
Mapping



RESULTS

“Relative to children assigned to a randomly 
assigned control group, children assigned to the 
(word ladder) intervention … demonstrated 
significantly greater improvement in standardized 
tests of phonological awareness, word decoding, 
and comprehension.”



Rank
Bank
Blank
Clank
Tank
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ANK and AND phonograms

-ank
 
bank
crank
dank
drank
flank
hank
lank
plank
 

-and
 
and
band
bland
brand
canned
fanned
grand
hand

land
manned
planned
sand
stand
strand
tanned

prank
rank
sank
stank
tank
yank



LETS’ READ….Thanksgiving
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