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Artwork has a magical way of bringing 

communities closer and with the stroke of 

a brush and a splash of color, that is    

exactly what young Austin Picinich has 

been doing across the Puget Sound area.   

Austin started his own business at just   14

-years-old in 2020, Austin’s Awesome Art (Austinsart.net), and has 

won several awards since, including the 2022 Barron Prize for 

Young Heroes. 

His work has touched the lives of many and has raised awareness 

for several worthwhile causes. If you have ever driven past or 

stopped for an order of fish-n-chips at SPUD in Juanita, then you 

have seen one of Austin’s larger community projects, the “Save 

Our Salmon Mural”. The 62-foot mural was accomplished with 

160+ volunteer painters, raised over $11,642, and reached almost 

1 million people with salmon awareness campaigns. 

But SPUD is not the only location you can find Austin’s paintings in 

Kirkland. He also has art located at 5 other Kirkland locations    

including the SAP Art Gallery in Juanita. In fact, if you visit his   

website, you will find that he has paintings hung and sold in well 

over 40 Puget Sound locations! 

To find and follow him on Facebook and Instagram: 

@Austins.Awesome.Art 



 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no doubt that the pandemic hit us all hard in 

many different ways. For Elsa, the owner of H Party 

Plus in Juanita, it meant the end of a 30+ year career as 

an accountant. Elsa took the life change as an            

opportunity to own her own business and she jumped 

in with both feet. Her store is packed with amazing 

party products like cards, balloons, streamers, and 

more… even life size card board cutouts of                 

superheroes. However, it hasn’t been an easy venture 

for Elsa. Even though her store is conveniently located 

next to the Juanita QFC, her customer count has       

remained lower than she would like and in this last 

year, the owner of the franchise she partnered with 

passed, which has left her without the business       

support she had in the beginning.  

In short, Elsa could use the community’s help and     

support. So if you have a birthday party approaching, 

need a card for a loved one, or perhaps you are 

hosting a St. Patrick’s Day party this month… SHOP  

LOCAL and buy your party supplies from this lovely 

little party shop! 


