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Father's Day, a special occasion to honor and     ap-
preciate fathers, has a rich history intertwined with 
the city of Spokane, Washington. The roots of this 
heartfelt celebration can be traced back to the early 
20th century. 

The story begins with Sonora Smart Dodd, a      res-
ident of Spokane, who was inspired by the  newly 
established Mother's Day. Dodd, with her deep ad-
miration for her father, William Jackson Smart, 
sought to create a day dedicated to fathers as well. 
She envisioned a day to express gratitude for the 
sacrifices and contributions made by fathers in rais-
ing their children. 

In 1910, Dodd approached the Spokane Ministerial 
Alliance and local government officials, urging 
them to recognize the significance of fatherhood 
and establish an official Father's Day. Her efforts 
bore fruit, and Spokane celebrated its first Father's 
Day on June 19, 1910. It was a memorable occasion 
that brought the community together in honoring 
fathers and acknowledging their vital role in     fam-
ilies. 

News of Spokane's Father's Day celebration spread 
gradually across the nation, inspiring other      com-
munities to follow suit. However, it wasn't until 
1972 that President Richard Nixon officially        
recognized Father's Day as a national holiday, 
thanks in part to the persistent advocacy of Sonora 
Smart Dodd and the foundation she laid in       
Spokane. 

Today, Father's Day is celebrated worldwide,    serv-

ing as a reminder to express love, gratitude, and 

appreciation to fathers everywhere. And while its 

origins can be traced back to Spokane,      Wash-

ington, the sentiment behind Father's Day reso-

nates with families across the globe, reminding us 

to cherish the paternal figures who have shaped 

our lives. 

The Northwest’s Ties to  

Father’s Day 



 

 

 
 

June 22nd 7pm—9pm 

18001 NE 76th St, Redmond 

The Redmond Academy of Theatre Arts 

Suessical JR weaves a story of friendship, loyalty, and love with 

characters from Dr. Seuss’ most iconic stories. 

Friday Night Art 
Every Friday from 5:30pm to 7:30pm 

Join us for an informal art gathering for adults 
and high school students.  

Bring your own materials or use ours! 

7945 Gilman St 

Redmond 

425-896-7067 


