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Introduction
This policy has been developed to ensure the Centre complies with the Priority of Access Guidelines set by Family Assistance Law and defined by NSW State Government Funding Agreements. Failure to meet these Guidelines is a breach of the conditions of continued approval for receiving NSW State Government funding.  All Centre enrolments will strictly adhere to the Priority of Access Guidelines to ensure equity and consistency for the community.

Goals – What are we going to do?
The Service will follow the Priority of Access Guidelines at all times when enrolling children. The waiting list application will reflect these Guidelines to ensure that care is provided to families using these Priorities.

National Quality Framework, Quality Area 6: Collaborative partnerships with families and communities. 
National Quality Standard 6.1 Supportive relationships with families – Respectful relationships with families are developed and maintained and families are supported in their parenting role
· 6.1.1 Engagement with the service – Families are supported from enrolment to be involved with the service and contribute to service decisions. 
· 6.1.3 Families are supported – Current information is available to families about the service and relevant community services and resources to support parent and family wellbeing.
National Quality Standard 6.2 Collaborative partnerships - The service collaborates with other organisations and service providers to enhance children’s learning and wellbeing. 
· 6.2.2 Access and participation – Effective partnerships support children’s access, inclusion and participation in the program.
National Quality Framework, Quality Area 7:  Governance and Leadership 
Standard 7.1 Governance – Governance supports the operation of a quality service
· 7.1.2 Management systems – Systems are in place to manage risk and enable the effective management and operation of a quality service. 
Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
The Centre will use the Priority of Access Guidelines to prioritise the Centre’s waiting list and to allocate available places to families.   The Priority of Access Guidelines the Service follows for Preschool are defined by DEC funding Agreements. These are; 
· Children who are at least 4 years old on or before the 31 July in that preschool year 
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who are at least 3 years old on or before the 31 July in that preschool year
· Children from disadvantaged backgrounds/low-income families (those holding a low-income Health Care Cards) who are at least 3 years old on or before the 31 July in that preschool year
· Children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (English as a second language - ESL)
· Children with disabilities
· Children who are at risk of significant harm (from a child protection perspective).


The Mulwala Preschool endeavours to meet the needs of the children and families in our community while complying with the above Guidelines.  
Mulwala Preschool endeavours to allocate places while considering our community, therefore the additional priorities to apply are:
4 year old Preschool (the year prior to school)
-Children currently enrolled in the 3-4 yr old sessions will have priority over new enrolment applications      for the 4-5 yr old sessions the following year.
-New enrolment applications: - Children who are in the year prior to school and NSW resident.
-Positions will be offered on basis of eldest to youngest.

3 year old Preschool
Children must be 3 years of age before being offered a position in 3-4 yr old sessions: then only if a vacancy exists at the time of their turning 3 years old on or before the 31 July in that preschool year.
Positions will be offered eldest to youngest.
Children not yet 3 years at the beginning of the school year will be placed on the waiting list.

Additional Year of 3 year old or 4 year old Preschool
A second year will only be offered on the recommendation of the Early Childhood Teacher and specialist services reports. A second year cannot be guaranteed on age alone. Parents will be encouraged to consider their decision before applying.
 Statutory Legislation & Considerations
· Education & Care Services National Regulations 2023
Australian Children’s  Education and Care Quality Authority, ACECQA
Department of Education & Communities Funding Agreement
· Family Assistance Law
Sources
· Community Early Learning Australia
· Department of Education and Communities/Early Childhood education and Care - 2024 Start Strong for Community Preschools program guidelines (nsw.gov.au)
· Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations – www.deewr.gov.au
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