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Introduction
Maintaining a healthy, safe environment for staff, children and families, is paramount for high quality care. The way that children interact in education and care services means that diseases can quickly spread in a variety of ways. Early Childhood staff have a Duty of Care to stop the spread of infectious or communicable diseases while ensuring the health and wellbeing of the children, staff and families within the Centre environment. The Education and Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018 requires regulatory authorities to be notified of incidents that seriously compromise the health, safety or wellbeing of children. The regulatory authority is then able to take appropriate action.

Goals – What are we going to do?
The Centre adheres to reporting guidelines set out by the National Health and Medical Research Council, the NSW Department of Health and the NSW Department of Education and Communities.  The Department of Health’s policy directive Notification of Infectious Diseases under the Public Health Act 2010 mandates that notifiable diseases must be reported to the local Public Health Unit (PHU). The Department of Education and Communities regards a notifiable disease as a serious incident and must be reported as per regulation 12 b (i) & (ii). 

National Quality Framework, Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety
National Quality Standard 2.1 Health - Each child’s health and physical activity is supported and promoted.
· 2.1.1 Wellbeing and comfort – Each child’s wellbeing and comforts provided for, including appropriate opportunities to meet each child’s needs for sleep rest and relaxation.
· 2.1.2 Health practices and procedures – Effective illness and injury management and hygiene practices are promoted and implemented


Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
· If children are formally diagnosed with a communicable disease by a medical practitioner, staff will notify all families of the occurrence of an infectious disease in a manner that is not prejudicial to the rights of any child or staff member. (See Section 2, Appendix 24 Infectious Disease Notification) E.g. “There is a case of chickenpox in the Centre”.  Staff will also display fact sheets from Staying Healthy in Child Care on the communicable disease for families. Families can request a copy of these sheets. 
· Staying Healthy Preventing infectious diseases in early childhood education and care services (5th edition) provides detailed information on infections and diseases which are required to be notified to the local public health department. It also provides information about exclusion periods for infectious diseases.
The Nominated Supervisor will contact the Public Health Unit and report communicable diseases as soon as possible after they are made aware that a child enrolled at the centre is suffering from one of the following vaccine preventable diseases
· Diphtheria
· Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib)
· Measles
· Meningococcal disease
· Mumps
· Pertussis (whooping cough)
· Poliomyelitis
· Rubella (German Measles)
· Tetanus
· The local PHU is:
Albury Office
PO Box 3095, Albury, 2640
Ph: 1300 066 055 
Case notification must be initiated within 24 hours of diagnosis
All notifications are strictly confidential
· Under the NSW Public Health Act 2010, vaccine preventable diseases must be notified to the local Public Health Unit on 1300 066 055. The Public Health Unit may need to review the facility’s vaccination register to determine which children are at risk from the outbreak.
· Under the Education and Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018, vaccine preventable diseases are regarded as a serious incident and notification to the regulatory authority is required within 24 hours of becoming aware of a serious incident.
· Centres are also encouraged to seek advice from their local Public Health Unit when they suspect an infectious disease outbreak is affecting their centre, such as outbreaks of a gastrointestinal or respiratory illness.
· Following assessment of the situation, the Public Health Officer may direct the Nominated Supervisor to exclude children of families with an exemption for a period, or provide advice regarding preventive measures. 
· The National Health and Medical Research Council’s recommended minimum exclusion periods will be adhered to by the Centre to reduce the risk of spreading infection (See Section 2, Policy 2.5.3 Infectious Diseases & Exclusion). 

Statutory Legislation & Considerations 
· National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care, Council of Australian Governments February 2018
· Education and Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018 Regulation 12 b (i) (ii)
· Public Health Act, 2010
· Public Health Regulation, 2012

Sources
· Community Early Learning Australia 
· NSW Department of Education and Communities
· NSW Department of Health - www.health.nsw.gov.au
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/childcare_qa.aspx
·  National Health and Medical Research Council ‐ www.nhmrc.gov.au
· Staying Healthy—Preventing infectious diseases in early childhood education and care services NHMRC, 5th Edition 2012
www.health.gov.au/nhmrc/ 
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