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Introduction 

Extreme Heat 

Extreme heat is defined as when the predicted temperature exceeds 35ºC. Hot weather can affect children because their bodies cannot adjust to changes in temperature as well as adults. Children sweat less, reducing their bodies’ ability to cool down. They are at risk of overheating and developing a heat-related illness.
Fire Danger 

Every day during the fire season the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) forecasts an outlook of the fire danger index (FDI) by considering elements of the predicted weather including temperature, relative humidity, wind speed, and dryness of vegetation. When determining the Fire Danger Rating, fire agencies, in consultation with the BoM, consider a range of other factors relating to that area and day. 

These factors include: 

• the length of time the fire danger index has been elevated 

• extent of fire already in the landscape 

• fuel and dryness 

• Likelihood of weather events such as lightning and grass fuel conditions.
Goals – What are we going to do?

Our Preschool is committed to ensuring the health and safety of all children enrolled in our centre and staff employed within the centre. 

Extreme Heat

During periods of high temperatures, all staff should monitor the predicted temperature to prepare for any possible emergency situation arising. The Nominated Supervisor will brief staff and issue instructions based on Section 2, Policy 2.8.3 Fire & Emergency Evacuation Procedures if circumstances arise. 

On Catastrophic/Code Red fire danger days, staff, and volunteers will not be permitted to either work in or travel to or through declared Fire Prone areas and the Centre will be closed.  No children will be allowed to attend on a Catastrophic/Code Red fire danger day.  This decision should be made by the Approved Provider and the Nominated Supervisor based on a risk management approach.  This assessment would include consulting the NSW RFS, Vic CFA and Bureau of Meteorology web sites to identify the Fire Danger Rating for our area at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au www.cfa.vic.gov.au or www.bom.gov.au  and/or by listening to your local news or calling the information line on 1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737).
National Quality Framework Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety
National Quality Framework Standard 2.2 Safety- Each child is protected
· 2.2.1 Supervision - At all times, reasonable precautions and adequate supervision ensure children are protected from harm and hazard.
· 2.2.2 Incident and emergency management -  Plans to effectively manage incidents and emergencies are developed in consultation with relevant authorities, practiced and implemented.
Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
Catastrophic/Code Red Fire Danger 

New South Wales has adopted the new nationally agreed Fire Danger Rating scale (FDR) to help communities understand information about fire danger. 
A fire rating is a prediction of fire behaviour, including how hard it would be to put out a fire once it starts. It provides information on the type of threat bush fires may pose to life and property on any day, given the forecast weather conditions and the sort of bushfire behaviour that could be experienced on that day. 

Fire Danger Rating (FDR) 

A Fire Danger Rating is a prediction of fire behaviour. It provides information on: 

· The sort of bushfire behaviour that could be experienced on that day; and 

· The type of threat bushfires may pose to life and property on any day given the forecast weather conditions. 

The Nominated Supervisor will:
· Take appropriate action in preparation for and on each day, especially on hot, dry and windy days, by:

· Staying informed of the FDR in your area on a daily basis

· Being aware of bushfire alert levels to give you an indication of the level of threat from a fire. The alert levels are: 

Advice - A fire has started. There is no immediate danger. Stay up to date in case the situation changes 

Watch and Act - There is a heightened level of threat. Conditions are changing and you need to start taking action. Follow procedures as per Section 2, Policy 2.8.3 Fire & Evacuation Procedures
Emergency Warning -

An Emergency Warning is the highest level of Bush Fire Alert. You may be in danger and need to take action immediately. Any delay now puts your life at risk.

· Look and listen for information on TV, radio, the internet, mobile phones and by speaking with neighbours, friends and family.

· If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, take it seriously and act promptly.

· Watch for signs of fire, especially smoke or the smell of smoke.

· Do not rely on a single source for emergency information!
· In the event of an Extreme or Severe Fire Danger Rating consult with the Approved Provider and implement risk management strategies and procedures based on whether your centre is in a bush fire prone area. Bush fire prone land maps are prepared by local councils across the State of NSW and are certified by the Commissioner of the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS).
· The safest option is always to be away from the fire, but if that is not possible identify your nearest Neighbourhood Safer Place (NSP) or other locations that may provide you with greater protection.  Our Centre’s NSP or evacuation place is: 
	
	
	
	


Lonsdale Reserve

Open Space
        89 Hume Street Mulwala


Purtle Park Reserve
       Open Space
      24-50 Melbourne St Mulwala 
Apex Park


Open Space
       Ingliss Street Mulwala

In the event of a Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating known the day before: 
· Consult with the Approved Provider and implement risk management strategies and procedures

· Notify all parents, staff, volunteers and stakeholders that the Centre will be closed and inform them of the anticipated time frame of expected closure.

· Notification will be by phone call, SMS message, email and any other technological communication method available to the Centre.

· Details will also be placed on sign on entry to Centre and published in newspapers, broadcast on radio, TV and on websites where possible.
RATING 



Recommended Action 

CATASTROPHIC: CODE RED
If you live in a bushfire prone area the safest option is to leave the night before, or early in the morning. Do not wait and see what happens.
EXTREME:
The safest option is to leave early in the day if you live in a bushfire prone area and your Bushfire Survival Plan is to leave. Only consider staying if you are prepared to the highest level, such as building is specially designed, constructed or modified and situated to withstand a fire, is well prepared, and you can actively defend it. 

SEVERE:
The safest option is to leave early in the day if you live in a bushfire prone area and your Bushfire Survival Plan is to leave. Only stay if your building is well prepared and you can actively defend it. 

VERY HIGH:


If you live in a bushfire prone area and your 

Bushfire Survival Plan is to leave, the safest option is to leave at the beginning of a day. Keep yourself informed and monitor conditions, be ready to act if necessary
HIGH: 



Check your Bushfire Survival Plan 

LOW–MODERATE: 

Check your Bushfire Survival Plan

Extreme Heat 
The Nominated Supervisor and staff will ensure children:

1. Drink enough fluids

• Have a continual supply of drinking water available to children and encourage them to drink often throughout the day.

2. Keep cool

• Ensure children are dressed in light, loose clothing

• Set air conditioner and run it at 24-26 degrees Celsius.

3. Out and about

• Stay inside, or go inside if temperature reaches 35 degrees Celsius. 
Temperatures up to 35 degrees Celsius ensure all activities are in the shade/veranda area and modified to the conditions.
•
Outdoor activities will generally be scheduled in shaded areas peak UV times.  From October to March outdoor activity must be kept to shaded areas. Sun protection is required at all times when outside. (See Section 2, Policy 2.4.5 Sun Protection)
• Use sun shades on windows.
Statutory Legislation & Considerations 
· National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care, Council of Australian Governments February 2020
· Education and Care Services National Regulations 2020, Regulations 97,168 (2)(e)
Sources

· New South Wales Ministry of Health www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/beattheheat/Pages/default.aspx
· www.health.nsw.gov.au/emergency_preparedness/weather/Pages/Bushfire.aspx
· New South Wales Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources/factsheets
· Albury Local Disaster Plan (DISPLAN), Albury Local Emergency Management Committee 2012, Albury City Council
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