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Introduction
The physical environment can contribute to children’s wellbeing, happiness, creativity and developing independence. It can contribute to and express the quality of children’s learning and experiences. The choices made in an education and care service about resources, materials, spaces, layout, air and light quality and access to a range of experiences both indoor and outdoor, have a direct impact on the quality of learning opportunities available to children. The physical environment plays a critical role in keeping children safe; reducing the risk of unintentional injuries; contributing to their wellbeing, happiness, creativity and developing independence; and determining the quality of children’s learning and experiences.

Goals – What are we going to do?
The Centre will ensure the environment is safe, suitable and provides a rich and diverse range of experiences that promote children’s learning and development and is clean and well maintained. The physical environment, both in and outdoors will support children’s learning, safety, levels of engagement and access to positive experiences and inclusive relationships.  Educators, children and families are supported to consider environmentally sustainable practices through daily practices, resources and interactions. Children’s emotional, physical, social, cognitive and spiritual wellbeing are supported by the design and functions of the indoor and outdoor environments. The environment complements the educational and care aims of the service, supporting children to have a strong sense of being and belonging, as well as facilitating their growth and development.




National Quality Framework, Quality Area 3: Physical Environment
National Quality Standard, 3.1 Design – The design of the facilities is appropriate for the operation of a service.
· 3.1.1 Fit for purpose – Outdoor and indoor spaces, building, fixtures and fittings are suitable for their purpose, including supporting the access of every child.
· 3.1.2 Upkeep – Premised, furniture and equipment are safe, clean and well maintained.
National Quality Standard 3.2 Use - The service environment is inclusive, promotes competence and supports exploration and play-based learning.
· 3.2.1 Inclusive environment – outdoor and indoor spaces are organised and adapted to support every child’s participation and to engage every child in quality experiences in both built and natural environments.
· 3.2.2 Resources support play-based learning – Resources, material and equipment allow for multiple uses, are sufficient in number, and enable every child to engage in play-based learning.
· 3.2.3 Environmentally responsible – The service cares for the environment and supports children to become environmentally responsible.
Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
The Approved Provider will ensure that:
To maximise children’s engagement and level of positive experience and inclusive relationships, an approved service needs to carefully consider physical layout and resources in the environment, including: 
· the location of the service 
· the amount of space and how it is arranged and used for different groups and ages of children 
· access between indoor and outdoor environments 
· arrangements within rooms 
· the availability of a variety of furniture, equipment and resources 
· the air quality 
· internal and external noise levels 
· visibility and design that facilitates effective supervision 
· ventilation and access to natural light. 
This will be achieved by:
· any outdoor space used by children at the education and care service premises is enclosed by a fence or barrier that is of a height and design that children preschool age or under cannot go through, over or under it.  Considerations about minimising access to the education and care service by unauthorised people and animals will also inform the height and design of fencing and barriers.
· each child being educated and cared for by the education and care service has access to sufficient furniture, materials and developmentally appropriate equipment suitable for the education and care of that child.  Furniture, materials and equipment are provided and maintained in the education and care service in order to support all children to engage and access the program and develop their developing skills and independence.
· the Centre has—
· laundry facilities or access to laundry facilities; or
· other arrangements for dealing with soiled clothing, nappies and linen, including hygienic facilities for storage prior to their disposal or laundering—
that are adequate and appropriate for the needs of the service.
· laundry and hygienic facilities are located and maintained in a way that does not pose a risk to children.
· Adequate space requirements are maintained in both the indoor and outdoor environments. For each child being educated and cared for by the service, the education and care service premises has at least 3·25 square metres of unencumbered indoor space. This excludes -
· any passageway or thoroughfare (including door swings);
· any toilet and hygiene facilities;
· any nappy changing area or area for preparing bottles;
· any area permanently set aside for storage;
· any area or room for staff or administration;
· any other space that is not suitable for children;
· the area of a kitchen, unless the kitchen is primarily to be used by children as part of an educational program provided by the service.
· The area of a verandah may be included in calculating the area of indoor space only with the written approval of the Regulatory Authority.
· A verandah that is included in calculating the area of outdoor space cannot be included in calculating the area of indoor space.
· for each child being educated and cared for by the service, the education and care service premises has at least 7 square metres of unencumbered outdoor space. This excludes:
· any pathway or thoroughfare, except where used by children as part of the education and care program;
· any car parking area;
· any storage shed or other storage area;
· any other space that is not suitable for children.
· A verandah that is included in calculating the area of indoor space cannot be included in calculating the area of outdoor space.
· adequate, developmentally and age-appropriate toilet, washing and drying facilities are provided for use by children being educated and cared for by the service; and the location and design of these enable safe use and convenient access by the children.
· the nappy change areas are adequate and provide appropriate hygienic facilities for nappy changing with hand cleansing facilities for adults in the immediate vicinity of the nappy change area.
· nappy change facilities are designed, located and maintained in a way that prevents unsupervised access by children.
· Indoor spaces used by children are well ventilated, have adequate natural light and are maintained at a temperature that ensures the safety and wellbeing of children
· the play spaces in the centre provide children with opportunities to explore and experience the natural environment.
· the outdoor education and care environment has adequate shaded areas to protect children from overexposure to ultraviolet radiation from the sun.
· the premises (including toilets and nappy change facilities) are designed and maintained in a way that facilitates supervision of children at all times that they are being educated and cared for by the service, having regard to the need to maintain the rights and dignity of the children. 
· where possible, gardens reflect the local natural habitat and encourage native wildlife into the education and care environment.
The Nominated Supervisor will:
· ensure that plants are selected to minimise risks to children. No poisonous or dangerous plants will be included in the education and care environment. See fact sheet on Poisonous Plants - http://www.kidsafensw.org/imagesDB/wysiwyg/Poisonousplantstoavoid2010100429_1.pdf
· collaborate with educators to carefully select and provide adequate numbers of resources in order to contribute to children’s sense of belonging and to provide new learning opportunities that extend and challenge children’s learning and development.
The Educational Leader will collaborate with educators to:
· equally value both the outdoor and indoor learning environments as places that support children’s learning, creativity, social engagement and sense of belonging.
· develop both indoor and outdoor learning environments that: 
· are flexible 
· are welcoming and accessible 
· reflect the diversity of families within the local community and the broader community 
· are secure and predictable and that support children to take increasing responsibility for their health, hygiene and personal care.
· facilitate convenient access between indoor and outdoor areas as well as convenient access to toilet and hand-washing facilities
· support children’s emerging interests and allow them to demonstrate their innate creativity and curiosity and recognise children as active learners and decision maker
· are welcoming and accessible for all children and families, considering cultural diversity, social and physical inclusion.
· reflect children’s different cultures, interests, abilities and learning styles.
· offer a range of activities and experiences 
· are environmentally sustainable 
· promote an understanding of and respect for the natural environment 
· support small group work in ways that promote children’s learning and development and minimise the risk of injury, minimise disruption between activities, minimise conflict between children and reduce prolonged exposure to excess internal and external noise.
· design outdoor learning experiences that complement and extend the indoor activities and learning experiences.
· ensure outdoor and indoor environments provide opportunities to learn through play, enabling access to materials that stimulate investigation and reflection, and enriched with natural resources and opportunities to connect with nature.
· offer children opportunities to be active, messy and noisy and play on a large scale.
· encourage and nurture children’s interest in the world around them. By providing children with materials, resources and information, educators can help children to appreciate and respect the beauty of their natural and built environments.
· select resources and design learning environments that foster children’s connections with the natural environment.
· select natural materials and fibres if possible, when purchasing new equipment and resources. These include items such as wooden shelving and natural materials. Such resources enhance the look and feel of nature within the environment.
· natural and flexible play materials such as sand, leaves and water will be available for children.
· encourage children and families to collect and bring recycled equipment and natural resources into the environment.
· encourage children to care for plants by growing plants from seeds.
· design areas for appreciation of nature, where educators and children can observe the natural play environment and reflect on nature. This will include the introduction of indoor plants into indoor area. Educators and children will be responsible for the care of these plants ensuring they have enough sunlight and water. As in the outdoor garden, plants will be selected to minimise the risks to children.
Indoor environments are characterised by open spaces that provide children with opportunities to work on self-chosen and negotiated activities that can be quiet and active learning situations, routines and small-group and whole-group experiences. These spaces: 
· support children’s emerging interests and allow them to demonstrate their innate creativity and curiosity 
· reflect children’s different cultures, interests, abilities and learning styles 
· recognise children as active learners and decision makers. 

Outdoor environments are characterised by both active and quiet zones that comprise a balance of fixed and moveable equipment, open space to engage in physical activities and spaces that promote investigation and respect for and enjoyment of the natural environment. These spaces are dynamic and flexible and: 
· provide opportunities for unique play and learning 
· complement and extend the indoor activities and learning experiences 
· offer children opportunities to be active, messy and noisy and play on a large scale. 
· Consider the potential of spontaneous unplanned events like rain showers, windy days, visiting birds.
· Provide storage that is accessible to children promoting their sense of agency.
 
Statutory Legislation & Considerations 
· National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care, Council of Australian Governments February 2018
· Education and Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018: 103-114

Sources
· Community Early Learning Australia
· Guide to the National Quality Standard, Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority (2018)
· Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services Amended National Regulations 2018
· Kidsafe NSW Inc – www.kidsafensw.org
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