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Introduction
Early childhood is a time where children acquire skills for lifelong learning.  Presenting children with an increasing awareness of environmental responsibility and guiding Centre practices, promotes their interest in their world.  Education and care settings are places to learn about self, others and the world. Educators foster children’s capacity to understand and respect the natural environment and the interdependence between people, plants, animals and the land. Educators and children work together to show respect, care and appreciation for the natural environment (Adapted from the Early Years Learning Framework, page 7 and page 29.)
Goals – What are we going to do?
Staff and families at the centre will encourage and increase awareness of environmental responsibilities and implement practices that contribute to a sustainable future. Children will be supported to become environmentally responsible and show respect for the environment.  Children develop positive attitudes and values by engaging in learning experiences, joining in discussions that explore solutions to the issues that we face, and watching adults around them model sustainable practices (Climbing the little green steps, 2007).  The centre encourages eco‐friendly practices & choices within the Centre and the environment reflects sustainable practices. Environmentally sustainable practices should be embedded into the operations of the centre and involve educators, children and families in order to be successful.
 National Quality Framework, Quality Area 3: Physical Environment
National Quality Standard 3.2 Use - The services environment is inclusive, promotes competence and supports exploration and play-based learning
· 3.2.3 Environmentally Responsible – The service cares for the environment and supports children to become environmentally responsible
Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
The Approved Provider will: 
· Ensure the centre joins the NSW or Vic Early Childhood Environmental Education Network to liaise with other education and care services and keep up to date on practices and ideas for sustainability. 
· Encourage educators, families and children to engage in innovative practices and appreciate the wonder of the natural world while protecting the planet for future generations. 
· Educators will make sustainable practices a part of the daily routine. These include: 
· Recycling 
· Gardening 
· Energy conservation 
· Water conservation 
· Sustainable equipment purchases
Educators will:
· Include recycling as part of everyday practice at the centre. Recycling containers will be provided throughout the service and staff will aim to minimize waste by encouraging recyclable materials to be placed in designated containers rather than garbage bins.
· Bins specifically for paper towel recycling in all bathrooms for children and staff to use.
· Encourage families to use minimal packaging when packaging children’s snacks and the centre will promote the Nude Food Program and provide information and ideas about sustainable practices.
· Role model sustainable practices.
· Discuss sustainable practices with the children and families as part of the services education and care curriculum.
· Provide information to families on sustainable practices that are implemented at the centre and encourage the application of these practices in the home environment.
· Share ideas between educators, children and families about sustainable ideas, implementation and resources. This can be done at parent meetings, through emails, newsletters and conversations.
· Use a worm farm or composting bin to reduce food waste in the centre. Children will be encouraged to place food scraps into separate containers for use in the worm farm or the composting bin. Educators will discuss with the children and families which scraps worms can eat and which foods can be composted. The children will be involved in maintaining the worm farm and compost.
· Aim to purchase equipment that is eco-friendly where possible. Educators will reduce the amount of plastic and disposable equipment they purchase and select materials that are made of natural materials and fibres. 
· Seek to embed sustainable practice in the centre. The concepts of “reduce, re-use and recycle” will become part of everyday practice for both children and educators to build lifelong attitudes towards sustainable practices. 
· Conserving water will be practiced at all times.  Children will be encouraged to turn taps off and use any excess water to maintain plants in the outdoor environment.  Water play experiences will consider and encourage conservation measures by both staff and children and where possible use the rainwater tank water for outside water play.
· Work with children to show respect, care and appreciation for the natural environment through intentional teaching, modelling, discussions and visitors to the centre who provide positive experiences and interactions with animals with the children.
· Share information and provide children and families with access to information about the environment, sustainable ideas and the impact of human activities on environments, fostering children’s capacity to understand and respect the natural environment and the interdependence between people, plants, animals and the land
· Encourage children’s participation in garden maintenance and plantings, including growing and preparing food, waste reduction and recycling within the centre environment. 
· Role model energy and water conservation practices of turning off lights and air-conditioning when a room is not in use, emptying water play containers onto garden areas and encourage children’s participation in these practices
· Encourage reusing and upcycling of second hand furniture and equipment where possible
· Plan experiences for children that 
· engage them in appropriate sustainability practices within the service
· support their engagement with and respect for the natural environment
· build a sense of responsibility for caring for the environment
· develop their knowledge of and respect for natural and constructed environments
· Provide an environment for children that encourages development of 
· an understanding of the nature and properties of a range of substances;
· spatial understanding;
· familiarity with stories from different cultures about the living worlds;
· working theories about Planet Earth and beyond;
· a knowledge of features of the land which are of local significance, such as the local river or mountain;
· theories about social relationships and social concepts;
· a relationship with the local environment and a knowledge of their own place in the environment;
· respect and a developing sense of responsibility for the well-being of both the living and the non-living environment;
· working theories about the living world and knowledge of how to care for it.
(Adapted from Stonehouse, 2006, p. 164).
· Use local Council and Government departments as sources of information on sustainable practices used in the local community. They will liaise with the Council and Government departments for possible grants available to put in place water and energy conservation practices in the education and care service. These may include water tanks, grey water systems, converting toilet cisterns to dual flush and converting to water saving taps.
Statutory Legislation & Considerations 
· National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care , Council of Australian Governments February 2018
· Education and Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018
Sources
· Community Early Learning Australia (CELA)
· Guide to the National Quality Standard, Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority (2018)
· NSW Department of Environment and Heritage – www.environment.nsw.gov.au
· Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities  www.environment.gov.au
· Climbing the little green steps, How to promote sustainability within early childhood services in your local area, Gosford City Council, 2007 
www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/f85a7246-968d-46ca-8d9e-59fd41e815a9/Little-Green-Steps---Guide-for-educators.aspx
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