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Introduction
Our Centre is an incorporated body and is regulated under the National Quality Framework (NQF).  The Framework was agreed by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) and includes the Children (Education and Care Services National Law Application) Act 2010 and Regulations under that Law.   Under the National Quality Framework, an Approved Provider must apply for and be granted a service approval as a Centre-based service.  The Committee of Management is the Approved Provider of our education and care service and is authorised to operate by the New South Wales Department of Education. The Approved Provider and Nominated Supervisor are aware of the requirements of the legislation, regulation and National Quality Standard to help ensure quality outcomes for children. 

Goals – What are we going to do?
The policy reflects Commonwealth and State legislation, administered by the NSW Department of Education. 
The Centre is licensed by the NSW Department of Education, according to the Education and Care Services National Regulation under the Education and Care Services National Law.
The Centre is assessed through the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education and Care, administered by the Australian Children's Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA) who is accountable to the Education Council, through the Australian Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs Senior Officials Committee (AEEYSOC). 


National Quality Framework, Quality Area 7: Governance and Leadership
National Quality Standard 7.1 Governance - Governance supports the operation of the service
· 7.1.2 Management systems - Systems are in place to manage risk and enable the effective management and operation of a quality service.
· 7.1.3 Roles and responsibilities - Roles and responsibilities are clearly defined, and understood, and support effective decision making and operation of the service.

Strategies ‐ How will it be done?
· The Management Committee shall be the Approved Provider of the Centre and must submit documentary evidence of its legal status such as registration of incorporation.  The prescribed information under the Education and Care Services National Law and National Regulations must be provided for each member of the executive with management or control of the service. 
· The Management Committee is the employer of all staff of the centre and is responsible for the management and control of the centre as the Approved Provider of education and care under the Children (Education and Care Services National Law Application) Act.  
· The Committee of Management (Approved Provider) and the Director (Nominated Supervisor) will be responsible for ensuring that the Centre complies with the requirements stated in Section 7, Policy 7.3.3 Governance and Management
· The Director-General of the NSW Department of Education is the delegate of the licensee.
· The President will liaise with the Nominated Supervisor in regard to Centre operation.

To apply for service approval, the Approved Provider must:
· apply to the Regulatory Authority in the jurisdiction in which the service is located
· provide the information set out in the National Regulations
· nominate a Certified Supervisor to be the Nominated Supervisor
· pay the application fee set out in the National Regulations.
· In deciding whether to grant service approval, the Regulatory Authority must consider:
— the requirements of the National Quality Framework
— the adequacy of the policies and procedures for the service
— the suitability of the premises and site 

The Regulatory Authority may take into account the applicant’s:
· financial capacity and management capability
· history of compliance with the National Law.

Conditions on service approval
A service approval is subject to number of mandatory conditions, including that the service is operated in a way that:
· ensures the safety, health and wellbeing of the children being educated and cared for at the service
· meets the educational and developmental needs of children attending the service
· ensures the Quality Improvement Plan for the service is available for inspection by the Regulatory Authorities or families
· The Regulatory Authority will determine an application within 90 days after receiving the application or any further information requested (unless the applicant agrees to an extension)
· The Regulatory Authority must advise the applicant in writing of the decision and provide reasons. The decision is reviewable. If a service approval is granted, the Regulatory Authority must issue a copy that sets out a range of information including:
— the name and location of the service
— any conditions attached to the approval
— the date the approval was granted
— the unique service approval number
— the name of the Approved Provider.
· The Regulatory Authority may place additional conditions on a service approval.
· All services must have a Nominated Supervisor. This is an ongoing obligation. A service must not operate unless there is a Nominated Supervisor for that service. 
· The Nominated Supervisor is the delegated officer with authority to sign on behalf of the licensee all relevant licensing documentation for the centre and to ensure the facility is compliant with the Education and Care Services National Regulations and the Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority’s accreditation processes. 
· The Director is the designated Nominated Supervisor of the centre for licensing purposes and is responsible for the day to day operational management of the centre and will ensure the centre complies with the Education & Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018, Centre policies and mandatory procedures. 
· A responsible person must be present at all times the service is educating and caring for children
· A responsible person means:
— the Approved Provider, if the Approved Provider is an individual, or in any other case a person with management or control of the service
— the Nominated Supervisor of the service
— a Certified Supervisor who has been placed in day-to-day charge of the service.

Statutory Legislation & Considerations
· Education & Care Services National Amended Regulations 2018
· National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care
Council of Australian Governments February 2018

Sources
· Guide to the National Quality Standard Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority (2018)
· Information Sheet – Service Approval - Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority
· Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services National Regulations 2018
· Community Early Learning Australia
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