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«‘! This Sunday we will enter the season of Advent, that sacred space of anticipation and expectarx‘n?
eﬁwalting. We waité knowing what wild.l arrive. We ewalt
'I‘We waité praying peace wil/ ul ti mately prevailﬂﬁpn €
Wpossible We waité for |l ove to be born into the"qwor
‘f'*? Advent wreaths can help us in our waiting, giving us a ritual to mark the time and candles to Ilght
the way. | encourage you to find or make an advent wreath for use in your home this season. It can be“a
{* something very simple constructed of modeling clay and birthday candles (google 99 cent advent wreathf
¢ or something more elaborate. Use materials you have around the house and get creative! Traditional purg
{i‘ ple candles are great, but any color will do. White tea lights, votives, or tapers will all create a beautiful{i‘
“ and holy glow. @},
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«'*' You can light one candle each Sunday or rdight the same candle every day of the week. Read aﬂ
& %, Scripture passage, offer a prayer, or talk about what waiting for Christmas means to you. Another idea |$“
«m to use an Advent devotional to guide your prayer and candle lighting time. %.
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% Here are some suggestions for online devotionals that you can download for free: z}.
{:: T 0The Fifth Gospel: Devotions on byeual?restbyuéryl;ﬂaetor,fédve
%. Rev. Brad Munroe. %.
{i https://pbygrandcanyon.org/wp -content/uploads/2020/09/Fifth -GospetLargePrint.pdf «i
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% 1 "O Lord How Shall | Meet You" Advent devotional from Luther Seminary. ﬁ}.
« https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MaYdOI12eKVHEPOEH60tZh3FW5 -B1U9FF/view «
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%}. 1 "Let Us Light the Candles: Matthew 25 and the Word of Advent" An Advent devotional from "%
o Presbyterians Today based upon the poem by Howard Thurman, "I Will Light the Candles Thl%
o Christmas." This devotional extends through Advent and Christmastide, ending with Epiphany on{?
« January 6th. «
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WORSHIP
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Dir. Of Music Ministries (Chair) 6 Mark Ramsey Worship (D) fi David Miller
Prayer Chain (D)fi Joy Schulz

Mark's Remarks
(480) 964 -8606, ExT. 103; MUSIC@FPCMESAORG

oThe final aim and reason of all music is nothing other than the

and the refreshménlolbdnn h®els@pstrian Bach
Music Sunday wil/|l be celebrated on December 20t h
etly beneath our mas k s, we wi | | celebrate the birth

Heavenly Harmonies and from combined singers of the
Christmas readings, live handbell music, the HolyGrounds praise band, Hearts, Hands & Voices, a piano/
organ duet, soloist, and virtual carols!

On Chri st mas Eve, we ' | | gather to celebrate the
service, an outdoor service at 5:00 p. m. Ushered Pal
activities on a large screen. With a hay wagon chancel and a parking lot Sanctuary, the service will be broad-
cast to our <car radios! We b I | hear the Christmas m
bells, and a virtual <childrenf6s pageant. Very fest.i

Poinsettias are being displayed in our Sanctuary during the Advent season; however, with Covidl9
safety concerns and to avoid the passing of paper forms and plants, we have made a couple of changes. We
will be using only silk poinsettias this season. You are invited to order a silk poinsettia, and they are $10
apiece. Please use thiBEORM for each poinsettia ordered, and send a check to the church (payable to "First
Presbyterian Church," with memo notation "Poinsettias™) or contribute via our online giving, using the cate-
gory "Worship Supplies/Decorations.” Your poinsettia(s) may be left with the church to be reused each year
or may be taken following our Epiphany Sunday service, January 3rd. The deadline for orders is December
14th.

Our FPC Artist Series will present the Fabulous Blackwood Quartet during worship on Sunday,
February 14th, at 10:00 a.m. The Blackwood Brothers Quartet was formed in 1934 with brothers Roy,
Doyle, James and Roy's son, R.W. In the late 50s, Roy and Doyle retired from traveling, and in 1954, R.W.
was killed in a tragic airplane crash. However the quartet
with James, as the quartet's leader and spokesman, estab-
lished a new group of singers who would go on to take Gos-
pel music to new heights as they traveled and sang in all fifty
of the United States, every Canadian province as well as cit-
B ics in Great Britain, Europe, the Middle East, Northern Afri-
ca, South Africa, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, South Korea,
Hong Kong and the Philippines. In 2002, James Blackwood
went to be with the Lord, but his sons, Jimmy (James Jr.)
and Billy continued the 80-year tradition. Recently, Jimmy
retired after singing for 49 years, and his younger brother,
Billy, now carries on the quartet which has the distinction of being the bestknown name in Gospel Music
history! Join us online and in-person on February 14th as the Fabulous Blackwood Quartet leads us in wor-
ship.

Coming Events
1 12/20 Music Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

1 12/24 Christmas Eve Service, 5L00 p.m., FPC Parking Lot
1 2/14 Worship led by the Fabulous Blackwood Quartet, 10:00 a.m.
1 2/20 Concert with Tenor Dr. Glenn Bennett & Organist Dr. Mark Ramsey, 4:00 p.m.
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Humoresque
"The One whose throne isPsialn he2awvden sits | aughing."

Some people REALLY love Christmas. Me, | love Thanksgiving. Last year | had my
chance to do the traditional thing of shooting my own turkey for Thanksgiving. Man, you
should have seen the people scatter in the meat department!

Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Prace, & Build Community

Yz Presbyterian Women

Happy Holidays to all from your church women. Several of our Circles have been fortunate enough
to be able to meet with each other via both in person and Zoom this month as we continue our Bible study
on | amenting. We covered Lesson 4 in November on \
ways we lament death at our December gatherings. As we view death through Scriptures and contemporary
practices, we will share our own experiences and, as always, we end with trusting in the God of Hope.
Everyone is invited to join us in study, including the gentlemen of our congregation.

Sadly, COVID has forced us to cancel several of our upcoming events for the safety of our dear
friends and supporters. We will all miss the delicious baked goods created and sold at our annual Bake Sale,
our sole fundraiser, as well as joining in song at our Holiday Luncheon. Please continue to send any dona-
tions and pledges to the church office for our treasurer, Sheilah Dye.

New books recommended on the Grand Canyon PWP Reading List 20262021 are now available for
the congregations reading pleasure in the church office. Please remember to sign out your book with the
card in the pocket. There are both fiction and non-fiction titles available for your reading pleasure.

We wish everyone as safe and healthy holiday season and may the Peace of Christ be with you
throughout.

Advent Devotions and Prayer

Join with others in your faith family via Zoom Tuesday evenings from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m.
for a time of Advent reflection and prayer. Look for the Zoom invite in the FPC weekly email
update. This online gathering will take place on December 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd.

FPC Staff emails are listed below. Staff cell phonla
numbers are listed in the church directory.

Ann Conklin: pastor@fpcmesa.org
Mark Ramsey: choirs@cox.net
Chris McKee: chris@fpcmesa.org
Linda Reeves: pubs@fpcmesa.org
Don Krill:  buildings@fpcmesa.org
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DISCIPLESHIP

Min. of Faith Formation i Chris McKee Chil dr en6s fMS$tephasid Geilachs (YButh/Young Adult (E) i Kyle Harding
Adult (E) A Karen Rudin Family Ministries (E)ii Kristen Hull Youth Elder 8 Ben Gerlach
Discipleship (D)& Anita Ramsey

December Faith Formation Happenings

Online Christmas Pageant! Calling all children and youth! A very different and exciting Christmas Pageant is
underway at FPC. The pageant is called 00 Zoom Al
call to prepare and plan for the coming Christ child. The Pageant is designed for children of all ages from
nonreaders to readers. To be mindful of busy schedules, we have two rehearsal dates to choose: Sunday,
December 6th, at 1:00 p.m., and/or Wednesday, December 9th, at 6:30 p.m., both via Zoom. You are not
required to attend both rehearsals; however, you are welcome to attend both. Please contact me to secure
your <c¢childds part and to obtain the Zoom | ink. | f
we can ensure all are included. We have scheduled the final recording for Sunday, December 13th, at 1:00
via Zoom. The Christmas Pageant will premiere during our Christmas Eve Parking lot worship on December
24th at 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Gift Wrapping Fundraiser. The Annual Youth Christmas Gift
Wrapping Fundraiser is around the corner. FPC Youth will be gift wrapping
to support our youth ministry program on November 29th, December 6th,
and December 13th. To be mindful of physical distancing, we are requesting
gifts to be dropped off at the designated table in front of the sanctuary and
picked up by 12:15 p.m. at the youth room.

Advent Themed Childrends ChurcbneGfar e
the joys of the Christmas season is enjoying crafts and holiday themed activi-
ties with the kids. Advent activity packets are now available. Please contact
Chris McKee to make arrangements to get one.

Youth and Young Adult Christmas Party. Come jingle and mingle at the youth and young adult Christmas
party on Sunday, December 20th, at 11:15 a.m. in the youth room. Enjoy a festive afternoon of fun games,
incredible food and good friends. What to bring? Please bring

a white elephant gift under $20. Last names: AL bring an ap-

petizer or dessert and MZ bring drinks. To keep everyone

safe we are practicing physical distancing and wearing masks.

All food will be enjoyed outside of youth room.

Weekly Youth Gatherings. Our junior high and high school
teens gather most Sundays at 11:15 a.m. in the youth room.
No youth Sunday, December 27th.

Have a blessed Christmas Season!
Chris McKee

Minister of Faith Formation
chris@fpcmesa.org
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