As followers of Jesus
we will love the Lord our God
with all our hearts,
with all our souls
and with all our minds.
And we will love our neighbors
as ourselves and serve them
in the name of Christ.
Matthew 22:37, 39

Love God
Follow Jesus
Serve in Spirit
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If you are visiting with us, we wel-
come you and encourage you to
sign the visitor card in the pew.
Visitors are urged to leave their

address, to receive a letter of
welcome from the pastor and be
placed on the newsletter email list, if
desired.

*Please rise in body or spirit.

December 1, 2019
9:00 a.m.

Order of Service
GATHERING

Paean on "Divinum Mysterium”

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP Heaven and Nature Sing

Sing a new song to the Lord
Lift your hearts with gratitude
Sing a new song to the Lord
Lift your hearts with gratitude
and Joy,

Hopeful Joy

Your steadfast love and faithfulness
Is ever present in our lives
Your steadfast love and faithfulness
Is ever present in our lives
with Joy,

Hopeful joy

Choir Reader: O sing to the Beloved a new song,
for Love has done marvelous things!
By the strength of your indwelling Presence,
we, too, are called to do great things:
we are set free through Love’s
forgiveness and truth.

Yes, your steadfast Love and faithfulness
are ever-present gifts in our lives.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the glory of Love’s Eternal Flame.

We sing
We sing
Joy to the World

— John Cook

— Chuck Bell
[Each line will be sung by the leader and echoed by the congregation.]



Anthem Text:
This is the season beloved
of the year.
Sing a rhyme; Christmastime
soon will be here.
Tell the true story of Jesus' birth,
When, as a baby,
he came to the earth.
Picture a stable in Judea.
Picture a sacred, silent night.
And can you hear the angels near
and see the star so bright?
Picture the little baby Jesus.
Think of his life
and words so dear.
Sing praise to him; remember him,
as you picture Christmas this year.

Picture the kind and gentle Joseph.

Picture the mother, Mary, fair.
And can you see so reverently
the shepherds kneeling there?
Picture the little baby Jesus.
Think of his life
and words so dear.

Sing praise to him; remember him,
as you picture Christmas this year.
Christmas bells are ringing. Hear
what they say to you:

Jesus is born in Bethlehem,
in Bethlehem.
Christmas bells are ringing.
Hear what they say to you:
Jesus is born in Bethlehem,
in Bethlehem.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem,
in Bethlehem.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom

all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures
here below;
Praise Him above,
ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Heaven and nature sing
Joy to the World
Heaven and nature sing
With joy
Hopeful joy
©2019 Chuck Bell, Used by Permission.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING Jack & Yvonne Oliver

All: God of hope, as we light this candle and begin this new ad-
vent season, this season of expectant waiting, shine the light of
your hope into our hearts and into our world. Amen.
*HYMN Now [It’s Time to Light the Candle
Now it’s time to light the candle,
soon God’s promise will be here.
Young and old we wait together for the Savior drawing near.
Light will overcome the darkness:
see the hope the Christ Child brings.

— Martha Spong

Now it’s time to light the candle, messengers prepare the way.
Wolf and lamb lie down together;
righteousness marks God’s new day.
Light will overcome the darkness:
live the peace the Christ Child brings.

Now it’s time to light the candle, in God’s name we will rejoice.
Bells and organ play together, we will shout in one loud voice!
Light will overcome the darkness:
sing the joy the Christ Child brings.

Now it’s time to light the candle, shining love in Jesus’ name.
When all people join together earth will never be the same.
Light will overcome the darkness:

be the love the Christ Child brings.
Used by Permission, marthaspong.com, 2015

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of all creation, you are coming in power to bring all
nations, indeed all of creation, under your rule. We confess that
we have not lived expecting your kingdom; rather we live casual
lives, ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth,
exploit our fellow human beings, abuse your creation, and too
often refuse your justice and peace.

In your mercy, forgive us Lord. Grant us wisdom to wel-
come your way and to seek those things that will endure when
Christ comes. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON


http://marthaspong.com�

*GLORIA PATRI #579
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

PROCLAMATION

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Holy God, our hope and our strength, by the power of your
Holy Spirit prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of your
Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled;
through Christ our Lord, Amen.

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2:1-5 Page 550
Romans 13:11-14 Page 923
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

MOMENT WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

ANTHEM Picture a Christmas — arr. Brent Jorgensen

SERMON Dark to Light Chris McKee
RESPONDING

*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION #2

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

*CONFESSION OF FAITH ~ adapted from the Scots Confession

We believe in the incarnation of Jesus Christ.

We believe that when the fullness of time came, God sent his
Son, his eternal wisdom, the substance of his own glory, into this
world, who took the nature of humanity from the substance of a
woman by means of the Holy Spirit. And so was born the very Messi-
ah promised, whom we confess and acknowledge to be Emmanuel,
true God and true man, two perfect natures united and joined in one
person.

Thanks be to God for this holy, miraculous birth and unending
gift of love. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus — Mark Sedio
*DOXOLOGY #592
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SENDING
*HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates #8

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Liturgist: Robert Harding
Greeters: John & Jan Peterson

Ushers: Thank you to Dennis
Sitzler’s team. Next week: Don
Wilson’s team.

Special Music: This week’s special
music is being offered by the
Sanctuary Choir. Next Sunday's
special music will include the First
Ringers.  The complete music
schedule is available at fpcme-
sa.org/worship-planning.

Praise Band: Erin Skarphol,
vocals; Karen Rudin, rhythm
guitar/vocals; Mark Ramsey,
piano/vocals; Paul Soderquist,

drums
Sound Booth: Greg Gerlach

Activity bags for children are
available at the back of the sanc-
tuary. These are for use during
worship.

Visitors are encouraged to visit
the Information Kiosk by the
main doors of the sanctuary to
learn more about the church’s
programs.

Audio assistance is available for
those who may be unable to ade-
quately hear the service. Please
see an usher for assistance.

Check the bulletin boards in the
church office for information re-
garding events or opportunities
in the life of the church and the
community.

Prayer Chain: If you or a family
member need special prayers,
email prayer@fpcmesa.org or call
the church office. If the prayer
request is for a friend, you must
first have permission from that
friend to make the request public
on the Prayer Chain.
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Bulletin Recycling. If you do not
want to take your bulletin home,
please take it to the recycling bas-
ket at the back of the sanctuary.

If you are hospitalized or confined
at home due to illness, call the
church office at 480-964-8606 to
let us know. Please note: If you
are in the hospital, let us know
what your room number is. In
order to comply with new stricter
government regulations to protect
patients’ privacy, hospitals refuse
to provide any information,
including room numbers.

Sanctuary Flowers are a way for
you to recall a special person or
event in your life. Flowers are
available at a cost of $50 or you
may notify the church office of
your desire to furnish your own
flowers. You may take the flowers
that Sunday or leave them for the
Deacons to deliver. If you are
interested in providing flowers, fill
out the form found at the Kiosk or
in the office. After completion,
please return it to the office, along
with a check and instructions.

Coffee time will follow the service.
The hosts today are Deborah
Rosen, Dale Gibson
& Marie-Claire Cordray.
Baked goods are provided by
Carol Anderson & Anita Ramsey.

*RESPONSE

We're Gonna Bring Joy to the World
We’re gonna bring joy to the world, hope to the people.

We're gonna give love that’s for everyone—unconditionally!

We’re gonna make peace in our world,
God’s voice through us be heard.

As we look to one another, a glimpse of holy we might see!

POSTLUDE

©2019 Marsha Jean Moors-Charles

Epilogue

Activities for the Week of December 1, 2019

Today, 9:00a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
12/1 10:15a.m. Christian Education
11:00a.m. HolyGrounds Service, Fellowship Hall
Monday, 12/2 7:00p.m. Deacons, Library
Tuesday, 1:00p.m. PW Coordinating Team, Library
12/3 4:00p.m. Pure Praise Singers Musical Auditions,
Choir Room
Wednesday, 7:30a.m. Men’s Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
12/4 8:30a.m. Dave’s Crew
6:00p.m. First Ringers, Bell Room
7:00p.m. Choir, Choir Room
Saturday, 12/7 9:30a.m. Needlework Grace Group, Parlor

Upcoming Events

December 8
December 9&10
December 14
December 15

All-Church Caroling Party
Circles meet

PW Holiday Luncheon
Youth Christmas Party

December 20 Office Closed

December 22 Music Sunday

December 24 5:30 — Family Service
8:30 — Traditional Service

December 25 Merry Christmas!

January 1, 2020 Office Closed

January 7 Lifetouch Photo sessions

First Presbyterian Church
161 North Mesa Drive, Mesa, AZ 85201
(480) 964-8606  www.fpcmesa.org
E-mail: ***@fpcmesa.org
Pastor (EXE T02) .. e ittt ettt ettt ee et et et e eee e e e e eeeeaeeaaaaaaas Ann Conklin
Director of Music Ministries (€Xt 103)....cceuiiiiiiiiriiiiiiirininirineeenanens Mark Ramsey

Minister of Faith Formation (ext.106)........cceuveuiuiiiininiiiiiinieneanenns Chris McKee
Office Manager/Publications (ext 101)........cceeuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeneen. Linda Reeves
Buildings Manager (ext 104)..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Don Krill
Bookkeeper (Business@fpcmesa.org)......c..euueueeuniuiiiniiiniiiiiiniieieennnee Rob Kjar
Preschool Director (480-835-7877) . cucuniuiueiieeeiieieieeieeeaeneanns Shiloh Murillo
Pastor Emeritus..........oouiiiiiiii James R. Bruening

***must designate: Pastor, Music, Chris, Pubs, Buildings, Business or Preschool

— Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, arr. Caleb Collins

— William Harris
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