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Welcome to Paws in the Paddock,
 where playtime is unleashed!

To ensure the safety and happiness of all dogs in our care, we require the following:
· Dogs must be at least 4 months old
· Must be spayed or neutered if over 8 months or have written permission from the vet with an estimated age
· Up to date on all vaccinations
· Free of fleas, ticks, and contagious illnesses
· Must pass behavioural exam required 
· Owners must complete forms and sign our liability waiver

Open Hours & Pricing: 
Monday - Friday        
7:30 am - 5:30 pm       
 $50 x 1 weekly/dog
      $90 x 2 weekly/dog(s) 
        $120 x 3 weekly/dog(s)
STARTING FROM $10 AFTER HOURS/LATE FEE

Transportation ONE WAY:
MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE – ONLY AFTER INITIAL TRIAL
$5 - Elderslie/Camden/Spring Farm     
$10 - Narellan/Mt Annan/Smeaton Grange/Menangle 
$15 - Gregory Hills/Harrington Park/Campbelltown



Who We Are: Based in Cawdor, Paws in the Paddock provides nearly six acres of secure, open space dedicated specifically to dogs. We offer more than the traditional daycare services, and we’re dedicated to creating environment where dogs can thrive under the supervision of an experienced and certified professional. 
Our Mission: To provide dogs a secure environment filled with experiences aimed at broadening their exposure. The aim is to foster learning, build confidence individually and in packs, improve interaction with dogs and people, and encourage natural behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206599219]The Experience: The paddock offers your dog daily socialisation and stimulation, with a variety of animals such as cows, donkeys, sheep, horses, goats, birds, and lizards. Dogs can run freely, roll in dirt, splash in the dam, and investigate scents from our nocturnal visitors like wombats and foxes - providing a rich, engaging environment for your pooch. With zero possibility of running into unfriendly strange dogs or unknown people and environments.
Behaviour:        Dogs are expected to be friendly toward attendants and other dogs. 
                                                       Reactivity towards humans is not permitted.
We understand the line of excitement and aggression is a very fine one in dogs and can be confusing even for them. Just like humans, dogs make mistakes and can have bad days. Acting out of character or causing accidental harm will not have a dog expelled. Behaviours such as excessive mounting, dominance attempts, lack of interest, hazardous to themselves or others, fence jumping, etc, will. 
By having more room to roam, they can create boundaries, correct or be corrected. Remove themselves from any unwanted situations, learn how to communicate and find their place in the pack without feeling overwhelmed or a need to defend them self. We highly encourage the dogs to interact and resolve issues independently, intervening only when necessary. This approach supports the development of their social skills both within and outside the daycare environment. This significantly reduces the potential for reactivity and has contributed to alleviating prior reactive behaviours observed in dogs entering our care. Dogs showing mild reactivity to others and a willingness to improve can participate in training. Dogs are welcome to wear muzzles and at times encouraged to reduce risk of accidental contact.
Training:  At Paws in the Paddock, we focus on obedience skills like name response, recall, sit, and wait. Using the Positive Reinforcement and Negative Reinforcement method, while also utilizing hands-on techniques. This includes possible use of spray bottles/ spray hose/ time-outs/ removal of toys/ guidance on commands/ grabbing of collars/ leash use/ etc
Trial:                 Trials are held between 8:00 am-11:30 am lasting for one hour.
Once we have our initial meet and greet, your dog will be taken into our fenced top paddock with one of our wonderful handlers. They will be given the time for a sniff and take in their surroundings. Slowly and strategically, starting to let dogs out one by one. Allowing them the time to become familiar with each dog. Which significantly can reduce any anxiety or risk of reactiveness. Monitoring how they approach, greet, play and react to different personalities and breeds. Once all dogs are in the paddock, we watch your dog by how they play, communicate, listen to our attendants and other dogs. Taking into consideration if they will respect the order of the pack. Eldest dogs are to be listened to by younger dogs, they will provide the most training and guidance for them. Especially puppies and young adolescent. Once observations are complete, we will ask for you to either collect your dog or invite them to stay the entire day. Photos will be sent to ease your mind and from then on can be found on our socials. 
[bookmark: _Hlk208475230]We kindly ask you do not stay to watch the trial, as some dogs’ behaviour can vary drastically when with their owner. Some are reliant on their owner(s), whilst others are protective. They can smell and sense you near, your emotions and will replicate or be affected. You are giving your dog the highest chance of being accepted, by not staying. We understand this can be quite daunting, but it is in the best interest of your pooch.
Getting to the Paddock: We are located at 45 Westbrook Road Cawdor 2570. You will see a large white sign with 45 in green. Travelling straight up the dirt road, passing Machinery Shed 1 and Machinery Shed 2. You will then arrive at the paddock. Parking at the far right near the gate.Making sure not to block the gates or driveway, unless it is raining, when parking as respect for the neighbours. Please remain inside the vehicle with your dog until you are the next to enter. This will prevent leashed interactions with the other dogs and owners. Some dogs struggle with leash reactivity or are protective of their owners. 
There may be a strange smell in the air, fear not! It is the chicken poultry farm next door, not us. There may occasionally be sheep or cows roaming the driveway. Please do not rush up the driveway, allow the animals time to move. You are welcome to bring treats for them, they enjoy bread and weatbix, amongst other snacks.
Our Pack Leader: DJ is the founder of Paws in the Paddock and serves as our esteemed pack leader. With a lifelong background of hands-on experience with animals of various types and sizes, from companion animals and livestock, young to old. DJ brings extensive expertise to her role. With nearly ten years of involvement in the professional animal industry, focusing particularly on canine care and development. DJ holds a Certificate in Animal Studies II and has further obtained qualifications in Dog Behaviour & Communications, Basic Canine Obedience Training, and Canine Nutrition, Allergens, and Wellbeing. Her practical experience includes managing a pet store, overseeing daycare and boarding for over sixty dogs daily, volunteering at animal shelters, and serving as a reliable resource for animal first aid and rescue. Recognising an opportunity to make a unique contribution to the community and improve the lives of local dogs, DJ confidently took the leap.
DJ began walking and boarding dogs in January 2023, and her client base quickly expanded. Within a year, she started a backyard daycare, which soon outgrew its space. After months of searching for a suitable new location that prioritised dog wellbeing and enrichment, she launched paddock fun on October 1, 2024.

F.A.Q
When is daycare cancelled? Daycare will be cancelled when forecast predicts 38 degrees or higher. Dangerous conditions with intense storm/wind/rain. Or when flooded out of the paddock and driveway. Owners will be contacted via text and socials by 9pm latest the day prior, for weather conformation. Minimal spots will remain available for dogs who cannot be left home alone, who will be in the care of DJ at her home.
Do you wash the dogs? Dogs are not washed unless rolled in wildlife faeces. In which case they will be rinsed off and washed with oatmeal shampoo. 
How do you make them stay together? Dogs are pack animals and prefer to stay with their group rather than explore alone. They look for guidance from the pack leader and typically won't leave without permission. We also use high reward treats and consistent recall.
How do I pay? Pay by cash or card only, no invoices. Full payment is required at pick up.
Do you provide boarding?  Yes!  We provide home style boarding. Your dog will live amongst us, just as they would at home. Pricing starts from $65 - ask us for more information!
What do I bring?  For daycare - please bring a leash, collar or harness and lunch for puppies 8 months and under. When boarding - please bring their daily food, a blanket or shirt that smells like home and their collar/leash set. The rest we have covered!
What treats are given? We give chicken free treats, due to this being the most common dog allergy. Fish, lamb, beef and kangaroo are our go to. If your dog has an allergy, please ensure you let us know when filling out your information form.
Are dogs allowed to eat grass? Dogs are not discouraged from eating grass unless it is excessive. Usually when one starts, the rest will join. 
With transportation, when will my dog be picked up and dropped off? Pick-ups are between 6am-7:15am. DJ will confirm her pick up time with you the day prior, once she knows how many dogs and creates her route. If you need a particular time, please let DJ know. Drop off is once all dogs have gone home, roughly from 5:30pm-7:00pm. Please allow a 30-minute window both ways, if there is an early finish or late pick up.
 Are you muzzle friendly? Yes, we are muzzle friendly and highly supportive. We can assist with desensitising if a muzzle is required.
Has a dog ever escaped the paddock? We are proud to say, with our consistent supervision and professional care. We have never had an escape attempt. The dogs understand this is a gift for them. Plus, the 6 acers are more than enough for them to explore!
What do you use to clean?  We use F10 the top veterinary disinfectant, alongside other animal safe disinfectants.
Can I stay to watch my dog?  We kindly ask you do not stay to watch, as some dogs’ behaviour can vary drastically when with their owner.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to ask.
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