Moonlight Homecare Ltd
Infection Prevention & Control Policy
1. Purpose
Moonlight Homecare Ltd is committed to providing a safe and clean environment for service users, staff, and visitors by preventing and controlling the spread of infection. This policy outlines the procedures and responsibilities required to minimise infection risks in line with current health and social care standards.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all staff, including care workers, office staff, management, and any other individuals working on behalf of Moonlight Homecare Ltd.

3. Policy Statement
Moonlight Homecare Ltd will take all reasonable steps to:
· Prevent the spread of infection 
· Protect service users, staff, and the wider community 
· Promote good hygiene practices at all times 
· Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and guidance 

4. Responsibilities
Management:
· Ensure staff receive appropriate training in infection prevention and control 
· Provide adequate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
· Monitor compliance with this policy 
· Update procedures in line with current guidance 
Staff:
· Follow infection control procedures at all times 
· Maintain high standards of personal hygiene 
· Use PPE appropriately 
· Report any infection risks or incidents immediately 

5. Standard Infection Control Precautions
Staff must follow standard precautions with all service users, including:
· Hand Hygiene:
Wash hands thoroughly before and after each visit, after contact with bodily fluids, and after removing gloves. 
· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):
Use gloves, aprons, masks, or eye protection as required based on risk assessment. 
· Respiratory Hygiene:
Cover mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing and dispose of tissues safely. 

6. Use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
· PPE must be worn where there is a risk of exposure to infection 
· PPE must be disposed of safely after each use 
· Hands must be washed after removing PPE 

7. Cleaning and Hygiene
· Maintain cleanliness in the service user’s environment 
· Clean frequently touched surfaces regularly 
· Use appropriate cleaning products and follow guidelines 

8. Waste Disposal
· Dispose of clinical waste safely using appropriate bags 
· Follow local authority guidelines for waste management 
· Never leave waste in unsafe areas 

9. Laundry Handling
· Handle soiled laundry with care 
· Avoid shaking items to prevent spread of infection 
· Wash at appropriate temperatures as advised 

10. Food Hygiene
· Follow safe food handling practices 
· Ensure food is stored and prepared safely 
· Maintain cleanliness in kitchen areas 

11. Infection Reporting
Staff must report:
· Any signs of infection in service users 
· Any exposure incidents 
· Any outbreaks or concerns immediately to management 

12. Training
All staff will receive:
· Mandatory infection control training 
· Regular refresher training 
· Updates in line with new guidance 

13. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be regularly reviewed and updated to ensure compliance with current legislation and best practice.
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