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EXHIBIT 1



Honorable Don R. Ash
500 Morth Walnut Street
Murfressboro, TH 37130

‘Cctober 29, 2025

Dear Honerable Don R. Ash:
This leiter Is wrilfan In suppart of Dlenne Lashmit.

Wy name Is Adriana L.Gonzalez Gerdeman, MD, and | am a surglcal pathologlst In Nashvllle,
TH. | have been in practice for over 25 yaars In Nashville, first as a faculty member at Vanderbill
wedical Center, whars | wes involved with patlent care, collaborative research, and teaching of
medical students for 10 years. | then'translfioned into private practice at St Thamas West
Hospital In Nashville to pursue more full ime patient care, but have continued some acadamic
pursults, including giving medical student lectures and sharing my love of medicine with middia
sohool or high school studenis that visit or shadow stail members in cur hospltal, | am currently
sarving as Labaratory medlcal director for our hospltal laboratory,

In my personal life, | have enjoyed belng a part of women's groups, such as the Nashvills
Belies, an a capalla group who for many years performed st nursing homes and raised mongey
for charities. Other hebbles Include hiking and traveling, although maore recently, | find that | am
much more invalvad In supperiing my aging parants, taking on the roles of beth health and
financlal power of attorney for both of my parents.

Zienna Lashmit i my dear friend and previcus sister-in-law. | have known Dlanne for over 20
years and our famillies have shared many great holidays, vasations and memories, Through
family visits, | became acquainted with her-and her family Including her father, brother, and
nisces, as wall as folks from her church community. All of these Interactions were as positive
and loving as anyone could hope for, She is very close to harbrother's famlly and very close to
her college-aged daughter, Dianna has also been a core member of my and my husband's
extended family, and she ramalns part of the family and family gatherings today.

Over the years, | have found that Dlanne and 1are similar In many ways, In our commitiment to
sur profeseions, strong work sthic in everything we do, and in the desire to help others. At heme
and with family, she has served as & great role model for her children and more axtandad famlly
alike, including myself. In fact, many years age, when my husband and | were planning a family,
it was Dianne who cama to mind as THE person | wouid trust to take care of my children If
anything were to ever happen to me and my husband, Unfortunately after tve miscarriages, this
would never become a congern, but I s a festament o Dianne’s character that | would think of
her before any other famlly member, Including my own siblings.



I the time that | have known her, Dlanne has facad many chzllengss, Including loss of close
1‘a.'.‘l||'3,r to cancer, diveroe, and a cancer dlagnesis of her own, resulling In the last 5 years of
surgeries, compllcations and iresiments, up untll very recently. She has been amazing through
this process and | am hopeful that she will remaln & cancer survivor. Unfortunately, she now
faces tha greatest challenge of all...not only & diszppolnting sltuation with an aduit child In
trouble, but an unfathomable sat of circumstances that have ambushed her life in the process,
including resulting in the loss of her job as the Blount country Juvenile court magistrate, a difficult
but rewarding job that | know was central o her identity and gave her such purpose in life.

My understanding Is that sha has now pleeded guilly to “one count of failure to repert child
abuse.” Thase words seem completely forelgn to me, as [t Is Incongruent with everything | know
about Diznne, a persan who dedicated many years to ensuring safsty for minors, someene who
loves children, and someone who prioritizes doing the right thing, regardless of the situation.

In summary, Dianna is & mods! citizen, a hard worker, cear friend, and loving family member. |
foresee no future eituation in which Dlenns would commii a legal offensa,

For my part, all | can do Is show her love and support her through this most ehallenging time.
My hope and plea for her Is to be mel with some leniency with this difficult lagal situation, so that
shae can better meet the current challenge with the strength and graca she is known for, and
ereate & path forward for hersell and her college-aged daughter with whom she Is o closs.

Please lst me know If you need any edditlonal information or if | can be of any assistance

Thank yoau for your conslderation,

Adriana Gonzalez Gardemar, MD



September 4, 2025
To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Andrea Franks. My husband and our two sans moved to Marwflle in 2007, so it has
been our home for 18 years. A professionzl oppeortunity and our desire to live In the area
brought us to East Tennessee 50 | could be part of the Inaugural faculty for the UT Health
Science Center College of Pharmacy Knoxville Campus. | have been a practicing clinigal
pharmacist for over 30 years, practicing in a variety of settings and collaborating with health
professionals to provide patient care while teaching the next generation of health care
providers. | currently serve the state-wide Callege of Pharmacy as a tenured Professor and
Assistant Dean for Currlcular Affairs. [ am pleased to have the opportunity to write this letter to
suppart my friend, Dianne Lashmis, who recently pleaded guilty to one count of failure to report
child abuse.

Dianns was one of the first people | met when we moved to Maryville in the summer of 2007. [
et her through mutual friends at our church, New Providence Presbyterian (NPPC), where we
are both ordained elders. Dianne invited me to Join 2 small group prayer and Blble study group
soan after we met, This is how | first appreclated Dianne's gentle heart, gifts of compassion, and
genulne kindness, Qur relationship strengthened when we participated on two mission teams
together. Twice, (2014, 2018) we traveled to Panajachel, Guatemala with a multigenerational
team from NEPC to work with 3 local program building homes, providing clean water, and
supporting families and children. One of my most emoticnal memaories of our second trip was
Dianne serving communion to our team during our worship service on the fast night. She had
secured homemade tortillas made by the family (grandmaother, mother, three daughters) or
whom we were building a home. to use for cur cammunion bread. It was so thoughtiul and
touching. Dianne’s act carried out with so much care really impacted me.

In closing, | strongly suppert Dianne Lashmit and believe in the strength of her character and
Integrity as well as her strong commitment to cur community, and most cf all, to her daughter,
Gwen. This convicton |s not consistent with Dlanne’s character. | have seen firsthand her
compassian, sense of justice, and willingness to serve those in need. | feel strongly Dianne
deserves leniency and that she will not commit any future offenses but will contribute positively
to our community. If | can provide any further information about Dianne Lashmit, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (901) §34-7124, -

Sinceraly,

Andrea 5. Franks, Pharm.D.



BENJAMIN T. BARNETT

ATTORNEY AT LawW

BO0E HEMINGWAY GROVE CIRCLE
KHOXVILLE, TH 37922

1Q/287/2028

Hanarable Judpe Don R Ash
500 MNorth Walnut Street
Murfreesbore, T29 37130

Deat Judge Ash,

1 am writing to you on behslf of Dianoe Lashmit. I am a father, hushand, small business
owner, member of the bar in good stzading for eighteen years, a rule 31 mediator, 2 colleague of Ms.
Lashmit for 15 years, » Edend for nearly that long, and her employer for over a year. Iam 2 member
of the Inns of Court, T.B.A., and Fellowship Chusch where we serve the children’s ministry. [ was
vated by my Fncﬁ 25 2 Knowville top frmily low and adoprion atrorney for the last 5 years. My wife
serves on the Blueprass Elementary School PTO bourd and we are the largest donor to the schoel.

I have worked with Disnge in every aspect of her career and feel I genuinely know her heart
and chasscter. I have been an opposing attorney, ca-counsel, GAL, linpant while she wes on the
bench, and currently am her employer. I am eware that she has pleaded puilty in this matter and waat
to say with my stzongest conviction that such behavior s not consistent with the character of the
woman I bave koown over the years and that T ahserve now d:.il:,r. There is 0o question that the
sedosness of this siniation hae not been lost on her. This circumstunce, and the surrounding cnes
that led to it, have nearly destroyed her career, her family, and to a significant degree how she sces the
warld and herself. I can without hesitation say that I cannot see the slightest chance of any new charges
o Jegal issuss in the futare.

Since re-entering povate pracce, I have observed Ms. Lashmit personify only the best
charactedstics of ‘what it s to be an attorpey, She has been an effective, compassionats counselor and
&0 assertive advocate, She is regularly ar the office well after closing and coming Io on the weekends

to ensure her cases zre reedy end the cdients well represented, She has been & true team conmbutor



far works; dhoye 4od Bepend Bed cose dides tp Ll e afbier anotéss Sl el cases
prepusation. Tt would be u tuedoss tovsuodithic profisdion tomonbaveiss as an setnpaeobie
Big

Fiodlly, Diatine has tiken opeh, Actoustability widl shewn, geauine rénosse. Slie 18 brdkén
‘hedeted oy thi ircumstinces eiding fodhsmitimEdewe-find Shrselves fichp, Tofe oubaveths
sligheesndunbuthunshs wll spebi the rertiniag yeiss ofherprofessional ifsmdking good diarithe
mistakes of (hé Pastawill Boe b répaated. We pleadiwith the/Court for mercy i this secteliciag to
givecher that:oppostutlity, Sheswill bt letns dovm.,

“Thank, yom for taking the fimetn hear Fomy @baut Dianoeand B remain ot the Conirs
servicafor-anydnrfher inguiry.
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.~ ANDREW O.BEAMER

Attorney at Law

. v 616 West FGl Avene 313 Hagh Street
"+ Knoxpille, Tennessee 37902 Maryville, Tennessee 37804
' Telepfione 865-686-6545
Facsimile 865-281-1744
andrew@beamerlaw.net

10/31,/2025

Honorable Dog R Ashr
500 Morth Walnut Street
Mutfreesboro, “IN 37130

Dear Honorahle Don B, Ash:

1 am writing this letter on behalf of Disage Lashmit. T am a practicing attorney
who has been practicing in Blount 20d Knox County for over fifteen years, My
primary area of praciice is domestic law. At various times in the last fifteen
yeats, I have been active in the Knox County Bar and politics on behalf of both.
the Democratand Republican Patties.

T have koown Dianne Lashmit for over fifteen years. Dianne and T both
started taking indigent defense cases in Blount Juvenile Conrtin 2010. In this
capacity she was a great help to me. As she had a lot more expedience in the
practice of law. She never hesitated to help me o to give me advice. Any time
1 had a question she always helped me navigate the situation.

Crver the years we hecame friends, and she was always 2 source of ingpiration
and gridance to me in ¢ll my endeavors. T was always amazed at her sincerity
in wanting to help people, In the line of work that we had chosen itwas easy
to become jaded. Never did Dianne stop believing in both people and the
future, This was always a trit that T felt T wanted to imitate.

Dianae, 1 know, was abways an active member of her church and community.
She sang in the choir and was a repular volunteer to read to disadvantaged

= mrw—— -



youths, something T remembe she really enjoyed doing, I can say that she
aever hesitated to voluateer for any gvent for local schodl or other child
centered organization like CASA. She was always active in promoting
arpanizations that helped disadvantaged children. s I have known her, she
always wanted to help and promote a promising futnre fot those she saw as less
fortunate than herself -

I know that she has pled guilty 2nd that she has suffered a great loss of
seputation, This Joss of her reputation I belicve has been of the greatest paia
to her and T know she accepts responsibility forit. T-would never expect to see
her name grace a ctiminal docket ever again. 1kaow that we cannot change
what has happened ot what was done. Bur I believe wholehcartedly that this
mistake will oot be repeated and that she deserves the chance to be
rehabilitated a5 legally possible.

Thank You

Andzew Beames




October 31, 2025

Carla Winchester

Hoporable Don R, Ash
« 500 North Walnut Strect
Murfrecsboro, TN 37130

Dear Honorable Ash, _

T am writing on behalf of Dianne Lashmit toesk for Jenieney on her even.as she has pled ghilty
to .one count.of failure to Teport child abuse, Thereasons I believe she deserves leniency will be
explained in this letter.

1 met Dianne 20 years ago when she joined New Providence Presbyterian Church. I'was a
member there, We became quick filends besause ker then hushand was the conlemporary service
leader &nd Dianne and T were in the worship band together. Disnne and I had similarly aged
children. We participated in Sunday school, dinner groups, were veration bible school leaders,
volunteered for the nursery and other aétivitiesin our church, Several years age, 1 leftour church
where she continued to be i leadership roles suck a Session elder (the goveming board) and on
the committes to find another pastor,

Because we formed such a strong friendship, she and I were together offen outside of church. We
spent holidays and vacations together with oug/families. I saw first hand what a devoted parent
she was, She approached perenting with faimess, discipline end support. When my family was
with hers, Disane was like another parent to Ty children holding the same standards Tof thep.
Dianne and I both went through divorees atthe same time:gnd leaned oo each sther for suppezt.
Dianng dnd T participated in small groups with other-women which delved into deep topics that
required trust.and confidentiality,

In gddition, Dianne was-an active member of an event called, The Walks to Emmays. It is a yearly
event which gives one an immersive experience of leaming about the hands and feet of Christ.
Dianne sponsored me as 2 “pileriny® fra weekend. As a eponsor, she prepped me forthe
weekend, geve me sgpport through the weekend, made sure my family et home had what they
needed and collected letters from loved omes o be given to me at the end. Diafne served in the
Emmais community many years by being atable leader, on the egape cemmittee and mors. On
the agape committes, Dianne made surethe “pilgrims” fortbe weekend had all that they needed -
Sood, drink, medications, ¢te while also making beds and cleaning bathrooms.

1 becams ill in 2013 and required hospitalization when it was thought that T hed throat cancer.
During this hospitalization, I had to be givensa tracheotomy, Dianne volunteered and insisted that
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she spend the night at the hospifal withume. Dianne organized a tzam of people fo provide meals,
clean and organize my house and stay with e once I was home. Inckily, 1.did not have cancer,
But, ifT did, [’had no doubt that.she would have baenﬂ primary support forme.

Professionally, T.am a LGSW in private practice inAleoa, TH. I provide therapy for individuals,

couples and families. In being a therapist, I have heard many praiscs for Dianne when she held
thejob as Magistrate, She had an excellent reputation emong mental health professionels and
sacial services professionals,

Because of all I've-written above, I believe that she has no risk to commit another offense 1n the
futare. T also ask for leniency for her 2= T believe this has had a big impact on.her, Dianne has a
college aged young adult danghter who still needs her support and presence. Dianne has.always
demonsteted to-me the utmost of morals and strong character, This hes been demonstrated in
happy times but.also in herd fimes. These characteristics have been shown to me up close and
personel through many vears of knowing Disnne. I have no reseivations Whatsoever in writing
this letter of support.

Ahark yon very miuc pl'ljruu: time gnd conkerm
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Movembet 2, 2025
Hanotahle Do R Ash
500 Marth Walhut Street
Murfreeshors, TH 87420

Judge Ash;

By oraroe fs Emily Andersen, and [ am the pastor and head ofstaffat Wew Providence Presbyferiar Church
inMarpille, TH. Néw Providents was charterad 18 1786 [fside the-walls of John Craig's Fort, which
gventpally Bergme theicity-of Marwile. Today we eres songregation.of stmethingzever 1180 members that
ig heavily Invelveddin comrpunily ministries andsupport:

1 have been privileged tg-hgld thispesition formare than 26 yearsnovsand along thiway; | havealse hed
tha unpnrﬁﬂnhﬁu?‘.?&jﬂm’ﬁgqm]m#ﬂhmbnarﬁ nf-ﬁimdcmoﬁﬁaquﬂa Chllege; and 10 years.on the
beard.of ColumblaTheoldgical Seminaryin Decatur GA; whre| samedsa Doctor of Minlstry in 2002,

Dianne-Lashmit and']-first mat i 2005:whan wa were-drterviawing (srd averitoally Bired) herformian busband
to serve as a Worship leader for @ newly-formed jnformal sevice, Afteran initial conversation, Dianosand |
sensad that we had 2 great-deal'in common.and became good friends, That relationship contimues today,
anid, Bianfe HasFivice setved asan:elder on Surssagsion, the gosethingboard of the chureh. Jithe.
Prasbytarian ehureh;-elders arenpteppojntsd byithe pastor but nomineted and Elgﬂ'ﬁd by thiir peark:
Cléarly, Dianne's wisdom and thoughtfiiness havie-made an injpact on-the rest ofithe congregation, Who by
hat election) have sald: "“4His I2 someons weitrugt and wiantto follow.”
=
I 2019, after the refirenient of & long-time a8sociatePastor; we found durselvis heedingtorestiucture our
staff, Tha cengregation;neminated and electad a #:mpmber search committes torfill 2 different positions;
caefor chlldren-&Tamily-ministry-and one for youth & college ministry. Throughdhe pandemic; Diannend
thist eommilttas sedrckad far and found twi:gitied individuals Whoare still with tis todsy, | Hopa'that gives
you 3 sepse of thehigh degree-of'trust:that this-congregation-places inher, andther insightinto: fuman
beings-and their potential.

b

At onerofthose meetings, Dianne.showed up in. the kitchen:of the place that they were meeting, Jocking
éxhausted, and-with tears btiftiing 14 bier éyés, She-did not divulgearything, Butshe simplirsatd, i was
Jjust & really-leng, hard daj™ Diarnefeslsithe painqof her clients trulysod desply.

As her pastar, | have:walked throughuthe painful details of this caseiwith Biagng,: dnd'it grieves e, ] koow
that she pleaded quilty, and | understand why she-weuld de that, as hard-as It s to comprehend, Would she
everfind hersslf in this. position egain?) enhotdathorrthat, In fact, wieh | shared Diznne’s news witkemy
pastoral colleaguesias well as Her'decikion toresfon from the sesslon; so:as not to degg the church through
am"h‘lng]_,_ ane:of themn said, #/fF-you had teld methat any of cur elders was-haing chargedaxith this, Dianne
Laiskimit i thie: last named would ever have magingd.” She s a person of remarkable charaoter, and
demenstrates that in all of*her relationships and'interactions,

Biennestroly igons of thefimest human:beings | knotend | cannpt sei snoughgeod abopt Her As this pase
hasunfolded, she has let her decisions.be guided by whatwilllbe best for everyone-aroupd hern She jsa
deveted mothet to Gwen, a sehior in college; and While shie grisves the chices het son hes madediuhich
ereatad this sityation); sheshopes— as-only 2 mgthericin~1o see Hinjrétuia o Hinself sonieday.She and |
herexhusband heve figured out howteo ce-parent their children-well,and while her persenaltimeis limited
dus to the demands ofthier work, herfriendshipsare deep and lasting, '
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@ 2 personal ievel, [ eanittell you that t-manthsage, | wentthiaugh#ndncldentithattriggersd.a parsonel
and professional crisis of my cwi, Djanna-was onecef fhefirst pepplecto hear themewsiznd asiseon g she
did, she wasknegking atmy frant deorwith @ bag-of chocolates-indiand. She:dld not besitate tesshowiup,
becaysesheknowsthat’s what friends dofor one anathier—theyshow op: Therewasisotbingishe covld say
‘ar derthatwould haveschanged any-cfthe.circumstances, butthe fact thatishe: was theremneant fand still
mezns) the world te mie. Andid ko of many, many. other peopls wWho-cauld sayths sRact sameithing,

Irvthemiidét ef-allof this, Dianns has continued to bean exemplary attomey, sister; mom: and friend.Twould
hite to seeany of the randiflcations of thistilalaffert her [ife, arthellivas oflhierloved ares, anymers than
they alresdyhave. As an@ttarpey, and es.a maglstrate, Dianne basalways worked forthevery best:
outeamds forher cliaiits, rding. piayen [ thatthe stitecime of this case friight be a similar best-case
scamarierfar ber

Judge Ash, [ wotldinct prasime f5 reach bit o you uplass | believed with &lf my heart that Diatine is a Kirid)
campassionate; thoudhtful humar belng, whose life has beenforused on improving the lives of thoseswith
whom she eores i contact. | would hopedhatyou couldigiantherlenfency inthis case, soshe.can get back
o what she hasalways doressorwell - makifg this world & Better plegs for &) gecple.

Flease da hiot hiesitats tocontactme it [can bisof funther senics,

Sinceraly;

s F.\_‘J.J‘i'_. LG
e A ol

Rev, D, Ernily J. Anderson
Phatl:::m"b?laad ot Staff




Honorable Don R, Ash
500 Morth Walnut Strest

Murfreesboro, TN 37130

To The Honerable Judge Ash,

|'=m writing this |etter an behalf of Dianne Lashmit, who has chosen to plead gullty 1o falling o
report child abuse. [ want {0 begin by saying that | understand the seriousness of this situation,
and | am not-writing to excuse her aclions, Instead, | hope to share some Insight into the kind of
person Dianns has been throughout her life end the impact she hes had an me and others who
know her.

My name is Amy Bassett, and | am Dianna’s eldest nlecs; therefore, | have knowh her my whole
life. Dianne has always been one of the most honest, caring, end dependable people in my life.
Her dacizion to accept responsibility for her misiake reflects the same integrity that ['ve always
known her for. She has never tried to shift blame or responsibility. That level of hanesty and
cwnership—while painful in this moment—Iis axactly what definas har characiar,

Beyond her honesty, Dianne has always been a source of wisdom and strength for me. As a
mather myself, | have often turmed fo her for guidance. In a world where parents often pricritize
baing friends with thair kids, and allow discipline (o lack, she has always encouraged me lo do
the tough work now in order to ralee humans | would want to ba friands with samaday. | will
naver forgel & conversation we had when | was struggling with how to set boundaries for my
children. Dianne remindad me that it's not only okay but impertant to teach our kids what “no”
meens—that saving no s an act of love, protection, and guidance. She taught me to be
unwavering in this as well, even when it would be easier lo give in. That advice has stayed with
me aver since and shaped the kind of parent [ strive to be.

Throughout her life, Diznne has dediceted hersell to caring for others—family, friends, and
members of her community. She has always bean the person people call when they need halp,
whether that means showing up with a meal, offering a listening ear, helping accomplish &
project, or simply being present in difficult times, Her compassion and quiet strength have
touched countless lives. | grew up in Pennsylvania with my parents and siblings, and Dlanne
always |ivad in Tennessea. | remember being young and both my parents went on a Misslons
Trip with .our church, she came and stayed with us kids while they were gone. She did not have
to uproot her life for that, but she willingly came and even helpad us work on house projacts
while they weare gone. | also became very Ill while she stayed with us, and she made me feel
véry comfortable and cared for in the absance of my mother. '

[ know that this situation has weighed heavily on her. She has expressed deep remorse and
taken this vs a serious and painful lesson. | truly believe that this experlence has only deepanad



her empathy and her commitment fo deing what Is right, | think leniency in this case'is well
desgerved as she and her family, espacially her daughiar, have already deall with anough
criticlsm and public scrutiny.

Your Honor, | hope you can saa the Dianne that | and so many others know—a woman of strong
moral character who made a mistake, has owned it fully, and Is committed to leaming from it
She Is a person whose life has been defined far more by her cars and honesty than by this one
lapse in judgment.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my perspactive.
With respect and sincerity,
(Liny By

Amy Bassett



From
Deboral M/Bagnes

AD/28125
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Hongrable:Don fAsh
500 North Walritt Steest
Maurfreeshore, Th 32130

DearJurgeAsh,

Wy haineis DeborahvBatnes and.) zmrthe.owher ¢f5alon Barnes:& Barnes-Tocated in Bearden iy
Knoxdllee'been i bisinessfor30yearswith 15 ofthose'yearsbeltg oh MarketSqiare and
10 yearsds theOld Cing Ae.Bedn-an active member and leader at Redumpfinn Chiireh faras
'years.

P WEnE to-you.on bakalf of my THend ahd xifent, Dlanneitashmit, Fuelkndiun Bisnnefar30
yaars 1. Began toiseriice her it theyery edrly daysof miy career AsyouiRricky, doing someons’s
haircan belengthy if halecatand calarare Invaied, iniesplaningthissorhatyouwil
prderstand that Disnneand | have spentmany hours together where | began:to see

gnd exgerience:what a beawhifll; intelligedt, anid gerdiyvorssn that sha i DRasrielookeddp on
hercareer asrafuvenile-court [pdge asministey; astacallingrom Godito help all theuchildren
and families that came intolher courtroom Shemnever shared:details; bupshe didsharethe
Heartbreak, p2lr, akd cofipassion that she had for dlliconcetied Diannealst gave higrwhole
adltintoher koleras o wile dnd.mother. Shils hisdalot of responsibility, But walked withsieh

"




Touegrace; and Wisdoni. 'vaslwaysizdmired theway Bianne hagwalkﬁ.dzhmﬁéh gifficelt times
‘with familly; her persanaliliness-with canser; andmpw:this,

]

JidgeAsh, 't asKingyou forlenléntyinbdianne’s case. L1002 confident that Disgheisno
‘threattoiour communitybut ratheronr cormunityis betterwith her belng activelynvolved.
stz Isamamazingaftorney, friend.and isvery involved in heridhurch: Churchiesizre madeup of
peoplelike Diznne whoglve their money and thelriime tevaluntzerty help-others around
them. Blanne isall that, Pve watchedher for 30 years Uvesquirthisilfe.

{ appreciate you taking the-imeto regdithisletierasyouconsider Blanne’s future.

Singerely,
fekoshBames

A "-"’I:" -'r. &?ﬁ. w




Gregory L. Gerdeman, Ph.D,

Honorable Con R. Ash
500 Morth Walnut Straet
Murfreesboro, TH 37130

Ootober 23, 2025
Cear Judge Ash,
| am writing to appeal ta the court for laniant sentencing In the case against Dianna Lashmit.

My niame is Dr, Greg Gerdaman, Ph.D. | am a biclogist and neurosclantist by training, having
obtained & doctarate in Pharmacslogy from Vanderbilt University n 2001, For over 9 years |
was Assistant Protessor of Biology at Eckerd College in Salnt Petersburg, Florida, a position |
resigred after earming lenure in order to pursue a second canaar in pharmaceuticals. | am
currently & freelance consultant and chiefflead scientific officer for twe different startup
companies in the fisld of pharmacolegy and natural product therapautics: Manalc Life
Griences end Amapure, LLGC, [ also serve an multiple sciantific advisory boards, as well as
valurteer cammittess of ASTM Intarnativnal and the Association of Food and Drug Officials,
(AFDOY. | am the father of two young daughiers and live In Fainview, Tennesses,

| have known Dizgnna Lashmit for over 30 years. When | met Dlanne she was the girifrlend of my
older brother Matt Gerdeman, whilz | was an undergraduate studaent at Centre College and they
wers at law s=heol together at UT Knoxville, | olearly remember first meating her an a camping
trip with my brothers In the weods of Dicksen Gounly, on & piece of property my parents
owned gt the time, and how Impressed | was by har thoughtful, genuine, inguisiive and
caregiving nature. | was thrilled when they got marded, that my Brother found such a delightful
and trustwerthy persan. Over the course of many years since, | have seen over and cver egain
hat these are gualities that simply emanate from Dianne. She is, in all sincerity, ane of the most
galfless, sincere and gentle people that | have ever known in my [ifa.

Dianne is a hard warking professional who has slways pursued a career that matiers, warking
ir the defanse of the meat vulnerable in society, eventuelly becoming a Blount County juvenile
court magistrate, Not only has she diligently practiced law but gave of her talents in the
classroom as well, teaching trigl practice at her alma mater of WT law school for over a decade.

Sha is & giving, charitable person of Impacoable charactar, As a hard working professicnal and
mother of two children, diverced and single througheout most of thelr lives, when she finds tima
outside of family and work, she does not give 1t ta frivalous things, but to church and charity, In
o tradition laarmed from her parents, she has jeined multiple mission trips to central America
and Mexico, notably for disaster relisf effars in Oaxaca whare her brother Will met his wife and
started his own family.

Dianne has suffered in very many ways. She lost her mother at an eerly age and then fought
and survived breest cancer herself, Throughout 2l of that, and despite the fact that Dianne has
remained without quastion a beloved member of our family after divarce from my brother, she
has never pressed her needs on Us, ever reluctant to ask for favors or even draw attention to
her struggles.



Nonetheless many of her struggles have been shared, and far too many have been bern of my
nephew Julian and nis litany of poor cholces and unacceptabie behaviors, Parenting is. never
gasy, but It has baen excepticnally hard with him. It has caused such profound suffering for
Dianne 1o witness her child grow Into such a rackless, uncaonsciantious young man despite her
ceaseles=s afforiz as &8 mother, Now that | have some scnse of the hainous orimes and hablts ha
was committing In secrecy, It is devastating tc know that he had ulilized Dianne’s Wifi netwerk,
even though she had barred him from her main house,

| arn aware that Dianne plesded guilty to the crime of failure to report child abuse, Becauss |
know her — her Integrity, honasty and heart = | know sha feals vast remorse over any
imvolvernent whatsosver with the crimes of her son. On top of incredible emaotlonal pain,
espocially paln felt for victims, sha has alsa sufisred profound, ireparable impact on her e
calling, har carser, her reputalion. | beseech Your Honor to understand that the crime she has
committed was inextricably dependent on a set of awful circumstances that will never be
repeatad. There is no doubt whatsoever in any fiber of my being that Dlanns will never posa a
future threet to the harm of any Innocent person, especizlly & child. On tha contrary, and with
haartbreaking irony, it is her spirit's calling to defend children.

In ciosing, | truly feel without any reservation that Dianne Lashmit has recelved more than
encugh punishment for her crme, | pray you show this outstanding mamber of the community
your mast gracious considerations.

Sinceraly,

e e

Greg Gordeman



Dr. Margaret Moore

November 3, 2025

Honorable Don R. Ash
500 North Walnut Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37150

Honorable Judge Ash

1 am writing with regard to Dianne Lashmit. Dianne has plead guilty to her charges,
and | request that you consider leniency in her sentencing. | am a professar in'the
Philosophy Department at the University of Tennessee, and am also a professional
viclinist with the Oak Ridge Symphony, the Symphony of the Mountains, and the
Johnson City Symphony.

| have known Dianne for twelve years, having been Initizlly introduced to her by my
partner Andrew Beamer, We have become close friends over this time. [ have always
known Dianne to be caring, ethical, and responsible. She prioritizes her family and
friends, as well as her church. She has attended my performances out of love for music
a5 well as her support for me as a friend.

4 number of years ago | asked whether Dianne might volunteer as a judge for the
Ethics Bowl that the UT Philosophy Department runs for area high school students.
We needed respected professionals in the community, and [ thought that Dianne’s
position as Juvenile Magistrate and her position at the UT Law School made her
especially well qualified as an Ethics Bowl judge. [ was especially aware of the need for
students to have female role models that they could aspire to emulate. She
enthusiastically volunteerzd, and became one of our most valued judges. She was
insightful in offering accurate and constructive feedback to the students while also
being kind and supportive. She was one of very few judges tharwas invited to judge
the finzl rounds of the competition. [ know that Dianne enjoyed this work as 2 chance
to work with young people and to think about interesting ethical dilemmas, and
lacked forward to our event each year.



As | see ir, Dianne faced her own ethical dilemma when it came to her son's actions.
She has always been conscientious and law-abiding, as indicated by the seriousness
with which she always treated her role in the court system. But she found herselfin
extraordinary circumstances as a mother, and there is no reason to believe she is likely
to commit another offense in her lifetime, Indeed, one of her primary focuses at this
time is her daughter Gwen, who she needs 1o be able to support through her college
years and beyond.

Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts regarding Dianne’s sentencing.
Sincercly yours,

s |

Pr. MargaretMoore



lames Daniel Young

Cctober 23, 2025

The Henorable Don B, Ash
500 MNarth Walnut Strest
Murfreesbaoro, TN 37130

Dear Judge Ash,

My name is lames Daniel Young, and lam a resident of Walland, Tennessee. | am writing o you
s a reference for Dianne Lashmit related to her upcoming trial, Over the 20 years that | have
known Dianne | have never witnessed any actions or heard her express any views that called
into question her character or her desire to achieve anything other than what was best for all
concerned. She is honest, trustworthy and an important part of this community.

My wife and | moved from Houston, Texas to East Tennessee In 2003, At the time lwasa Senior
Vice President with Tailored Brands, Inc., the parent company of Men’s Wearhouse, Jos. A.
Bank, Moore’s, and several other brands, | had spent my entire 44-year career as a part of this
company, beginning as a retall salesman in 1574, At that time the company consisted of three
stores but grew to over 2,000 stores, with more than 20,000 employees and sales of nearly 52
billion before my retirement. In 2002 my wife and | decided to leave the fast, hectic pace of
Houston for the peaceful mountains of East Tennessee. Our children were in college, and we
were beginning to forus on our retirement years. When | advised the CEC and Executive
Chairman of my Intention, they graciously allowed me to relocate yet remain employed In a
consulting role, a position | retained for the next 15 years,

Our move to East Tennessee proved ta be exactly what we sotght: 2 small, friendly community
exhibiting values we belleve are important. In fact, cur children and grandson moved here after
completing college as well as two of our sisters and my in-laws. Blount County is a special place
for us and our loved ones. Family values are prevalent here and we all appreciate the role our
community plays in our lives. -

Another value we recognized here is the importance of a church community in which we can
voluntesr our time and develop supportive relationships. | volunteered as a “coach” with Good
Neighbors of Blount County, a 501(c){3) organization devoted ta helping residents achieve self-



sufficiency, later serving as Chairman of the Board, We also became deeply involved In New
Providence Presbytarian Church in Maryville, Tennessee, teaching Sunday School, singing in the
choir, assisting in activities to support the underserved local community, and serving as deacons
or on the Baard of the Session. It was through our church that we came to Xnow and become
friends with Dianne Lashmit.

In 2015 the associate pastor at New Providence retired. | was asked to chair the search
committes to find his replacerment. Dianne was also asked to serve on this committee. The
sparch committee consisted of 8 church members who worked together closely and regularly
over the ensuing 2 years to recruit and vet candidates. In the end we called not one, but two,
assoclate pastors to Tulfill the vacancy. Dianne was a key participant in this process. She
exhibited superb Intellectual akilities, careful to look far skills and traits that would best suit the
needs of the church, She voiced her opinions in a respectful and astute manner. | was, and still
am, impressed with Dianne’s character and high-level of emotional intelligence.

| arm aware that Dianne is pleading guilty to the charge brought against her. However, sheis
someane | trust and do not hesitate to consider her a friend of mine and one of my family. |
respectfully ask you to consider extreme lenlency in any sentence imposed. r

Respectfully,

James Daniel Youny

lames Daniel Young



Rev, Jane M. Herrin

ctober 26, 2025

The Honorable Don R. Ash
500 North Walnut Strest !
Murifreesboro, TN 37130

Re: Character Letter on Behalf of Ms. Dianne Lashmit
Dear Judge Ash:

My name is Jane Herring; | am a wife, mother, tsacher, and the installed solo
pastor at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Nashville, TN. I have served the
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee since 2015 in many ways, as a trustes on the
finance and administrative committees, and for the past year and a half, as the
moderator of the presbytery, [ also write for religious and spiritual publications.

Dianne Lashmit and I have been close friends since 2007. We met in East
Tennessee through a women'’s study group and shared ministries at New
Providence Presbyterian Church. We have remained in close contact since my
family and I moved to Middle Tennessee. Over these years, I have known her to be
& person of integrity, reliability, and faithfulness. I count Dianne as a blessing.

I understand that Dianne has pleaded guilty to the charges before the Court. T write
70t to question that decision but to speak about her character and to share my belief

that Dianne’s cote values and devotion t6 personal improvement make her worthy - -

of all possible leniency.

Throughout this extremely difficult time, I have known Dianne to be humble,
strong, and open to seeing where she can improve. [ have witnessed her being
remorseful of any way she could have acted more rigorously for the good. She
truly seeks to uphold the law. I believe she is determined to take personal
responsibility for anything within her power.

Dianne authentically desires to be a beneficial member of society in all ways -
family, work, and community. Many people, my family among them, can provide
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Honorable Don R, Ash
500- Mottt WealriEStrast
Murfreesbora, TH 37130

DearJudge fdsh,

My name is Efhan.Gtee k._ﬂua;'mannj&l:ashml tis my-Aunt. Fam & fathsrdftive,
and! live with«my family inLatrabe:, PA, My:wife and | ars taising twollovely difszLagay
(4 yearsiold)-& Mabel (2 years old], Iam a Jong-standing member of Hamvest Ghurshoin
Derry; where | have attendad:sitica Twas:barm, 1 have held thany differsrit volubtesting
roles-pvertheyearswat Harvest Church indluding. (but:not Iimited- o) VBS: leader youth
leader, worship team dommer, caroler-clean-up:crew, ahd: any-olfiar taskihatis asked
of .

For.fhe pastienyears; Lhaveworked in therfleld ﬂ}'-'ﬁ_nqngg‘: Currently; 1 ama
"Wealth Atlvisor at24:5Wealth Managemeri, Ourteam founded 275 Weallh
Managemantio apply thebiblical pritiple of tiligentiplanninis {Proveibs 24:5) In and
throughthelves:of our clients-andcommunty, Throggh myeareeras an atdyisor: Lhaye

With and supportthres Igeal nonprofitarganizations; LifeWay Family &Pregnancy -
Suppert, Murrysville Fistorical Preservalion Soviety: and:Robert: G Dotron Post 652 of
e Ammerican Legion.

Although.my family lives tins hours-away, Fknow-*AurtDianneissanly-a:phone
call:away. Though | have known har myentire/life, sheireally-became ainew solurts of
comfolitand wisdom s Jiehtéred iy husband:and:now fathierly: phasesaflife. Any
chancewe.get. myfamily and | gef packed intethe-car-and mike the foumey:to
Maryville, TN, Dianne Js:so:welcoming that shets:glvén us-an opetlinvittishto stay-af
Rerhouse- wheneverwedsclde to come down. Durvecations atPianngisarealways
filled-witn Joy, Taughtey, storles ofimy, grandmothisr, and especially tears ofoy.
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| specifically remember having-atough:conversation with Dianns: during ouriast
visit. Thare Wasddlk of iy, oldest daughter potentially having mlesming ﬂiﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ which
eama:as guite-a siifpriseito me.-Albne with:-Dlanrie, [ &skediy, vhatlshould:do. 4s Lored
iniher kifchen, Dianne-assured me:thatmothing had:changed: She reminded medhat
Lacey was:sfill my. intelligient, el anted, andwandsiul fittle.gitl, Though Lecey may end
Up learning differently, it didnot have to change myJoye for her orhow speciaksheds,
Dianne has experigneced. enoughlife{s ses the hurting inisomeone's life and help them
ptocess through itwitfilove,

Twunderstand that-she plead guilty: to une count of failure tarreporf ehildabuse, but
lask for leniency-formy aunt. Fleassiknow that Rianrietias-my full tristin:caring and:
watching:overmyyoung daugtiters. Her-chiaracterds fo lesd with love.andfearn- from
pasl mistakes. Whatever-cireumstancesded herto-thisipoint, | am, confident fhat she”
made-comections indheriifeto ensure nothing like this-everhappens again, Didnng's
house is.e:place-forfamilies fogather and erijoy-enriching-each other'sives. We cannot
continuedto dothat untll Dlanne cammove.bigyendthlscase and:getiback tetcatingfor
otfisrs.

Sincaraly,

Eftianik. Gresk
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October 27, 2025

Honorable Don R Ash ;
500 Norih Walnut Strest
Murfreesbore, TN-27130

Judge Ash,

My name is Margaret Denney and | am writing an behalf of Dians Lashmit, a long-time fend. 1 am .
a retired interior designer and worked for various local architectural firms for 30 years.

Since retirarnant most of my time has been spent warking in my community, raising funds and
collecting for neads of our most vulnerable chizens. In addition, | worked for severslyearsese
volunteer for a county program that drove seniors to needed appolmments. At iy church, | serve
a3 chalman of the Administrative Board and president of cur women's group. |also sanveas
secretary for our district women’s group. :

E
1
- i
¥ have known Diane for more than 20 years both as a fiiend and as a fellow alto in our church choik. |
I know her to be a kind, caring hard worker who js community minded. She held positions Inthe 1
church and once planned and led & mission tripto Mexico, whers her brother was a missionany

l understand that Diane pleaded guilty to fallure torepart child abuse. Diane's success Inthe

practice of law Indicates to rue that this Is not consistent with hercharacter. I'm convinced that it i

was 8 resction of 2 mother protecting har child. ' surethats rapeat of thiz offenss will not
" oceur. The action contradicts Diane’s character

tam hoping that all the things mentioned here will help result in leniency for Diane. Her *
background and her commitment to herfamily are important considemtions; Her carcer
accomplishments and her community contributions speakwell of her character, The importance
of hieraveilability to her family is critical.

Thank you for your time and your consideration, -

Sincerely,

Margeret P Dannsy .

T L A S
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Edith P. Lashmit

October 27, 2025

The Honorable Don R. Ash
500 North Walnut Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Letter of Support for Dianne Lashmit

Dear Judge Ash,

My name is Edith P. Lashmit. I am originally from Mexico and a proud
American citizen since September 15%, 2016. I Work as a district wide ESL
Teaching Assistant for the District ESL Team, and a district wide Spanish
Translator for Maryville City Schools since 2012 to present. T have been a
member of East Maryville Baptist Church since 2013, where I serve in the
children’s ministry and the greeting ministry. My husband and I are devoted
Christians, and together with our two daughters we attend church faithfully
and support our community through our church’s outreach programs and our
faithful giving. We are also responsible and active citizens who stay up to
date with our tax filings, property taxes, and civic duties.

I am married to Dianne’s brother, and I am honored to call her my.sister. I
met Dianne for the first time at my wedding. Even though we had never met
before that day, she treated me with so much love and kindness that I felt like
1 had been part of her family for years. That moment showed me the kind of
person she is, kind, caring, and full of love for others.

We married in Mexico where my husband and I met and lived there for the
first twelve years of our marriage. During that time, we visited my husband’s
family in the USA: including Dianne and her family whenever we could, and
she also came to visit us in Mexico several times. Two of those visits were

| 4




for mission trips that she planned and led with her church. She saw the needs
of the people in our area and wanted to help. She brought a group from her
church to serve and bring hope to our community. [ will never forget her

compassion and how much effort she put into helping people she didn’t even
know.

One special memory I have is when Dianne met my grandfather, who was a
blind 85-year-old sweet soul. She learned that he had always dreamed of
having a saxophone but could never afford one. Dianne had played the
saxophone in high school, so after she returned to the United States, she
decided to send him hér own saxophone as a gift. My grandfather could not
believe someone would do something so generous for him. That gift made
him so happy, and it showed me how selfless Dianne is. She didn’t just say
kind words, she lived them.

Years later, when my family and I moved to the United States for our
daughters’ education, Dianne helped us again in a big way. We didn’t have a
house yet, and we were planning to rent while we looked for one we could
afford. But Dianne opened her home to us and insisted we stay with her
family for free until we found our own place. That was such a big act of
kindness. She made us feel welcome and supported during a stressful time.

These are only a few examples of the person Dianne is. She has a big heart
and 1s always ready to help others, She loves her family deeply and gives her
time and energy to her church and community, I know she has made a
mistake, and I understand that she has pleaded guilty to one count of failure
to report child abuse. I am not writing to excuse what happened, but I want to
share that this situation does not reflect the person I know. Dianne has taken
responsibility and feels very sorry for what happened. I believe she has
learncd from this and will never make the same mistake again.

‘Your Honor, I kindly ask you to consider Dianne’s good character, her long
history of helping others, and the many ways she has cared for her family and
community. She has always been someone people can count on. T know she
will continue to do good things and be a positive influence on others.




Thank you very much for taking the time to read my letter, I hope my words
help you see the Dianne that T know, a woman with a caring heart, who has
always {ried to do what is right and who has brought light to many lives,
including mine.

Respectfully,

A

Edith P. Lashmit
ESL Educational Assistant/Translator
Maryville City Schools



October 28, 2025

'Honorable Don R. Ash
500 MNorth Walnut Sirest
Murfreesbero, TN 37130

Judge Ash, | am writing on behalf of Dianne Lashmitt, asking for leniency as you considerthe
next steps in her cass. | understand that she has plead guilty to one count of failure to raport
child abuse. | da not believe there is any chance that she would commit another offense in
the future because this canviction Is not consistent with the waman | have known for 20+
years.

I'am a retired instructional designer, having treated on-line training courses for John Deere
asa contractor for over 45 years, | first met Dianne at New Pravidence Preshyterian Church
where | have been a member for 30+ years. | have served as an elder several times and am
starting a new term on Session In January. Also | have served at our Walcome Table since it
began 17 years ago, and currently | chairthe Generosity Team which ENCOUrages our
congregation in their support of our missions of service at New Prov.

Thopgh Dianne and [ have always been friends, my warmast memaries are of our work
together on & mission trip our youth, including Dianne and her daughtar Gwen, tock to
Guatemala in 2018. There was planning, fund-raising, and the hard work in Guatemalz as our
team built a modest cinderblock home for 2 single mom and her three daughters. My favorite
picture is of Dianne at an Adult Center for those with special nesds where she was pzinting
the fingernails of the women there. And there are others of her participating in a vacztion
Bible schoal and hauling cinderblocks in the mud. But | must admit that seeing these pictures,
I'm struck by just how incongrucus those imeges are with the charges that Dianna is dealing
with now.

In closing, 1 have always admired the way Dianne has held her children accountable for their
own behavior. Sometimes that has brought her 2 sense of pride but sometimes not, as sadly
was often the case with Julian. Goodor bad, difficult or easy, she provided the bestrole
model and guidange that she could, but'she always Insisted they own thisir own behaviors
and values,

| hope thatthis provides a bit of an insight inte what kind of 2 woman and mother Dianns is.
Thank you for letting me give input.

Regards,
3 arkalaine € a it



October 28, 2025

Honorable Don R, Ash
500 North Walnut Streeat
Murfreeshora, TN 37130

Dear Judge Ash,

My narme is Siara Greek. | am = wife, a mother, and work a full tims job from home for a local
bank called First Commonwealth Bank, | currently reside in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. | have been
a wife for almost 8 years and have two beautiful daughters named Lacey {age 4) and Mabe}
(age 2), | am Involved at my loeal church (Harvest church) vaolunteering with any needs or
opporiunities provided to me, most notably, leader of the women’s ministry. Dianns Lashmit is
my Aunt by marriage and | got to know her brisfly while | was dating my husband and
established a desper connection with her on my wedding day. She was so welcoming and rasdy
to accapt ma 88 a nlece and as a wife 1o her naphew. Although our distance may be far, her
love and deep care for me fills the void,

What | admire most about Dianne is that she has always been 3 very hard worker. Mo matier
what hardships she is currently undergoing or hes faced in the past, she remains in her
strength. Her falth has never wavered and sha has such a heart for serving in any way she can.
She has shown my daughters so much love and care. When we visit, she always opens her
horne torus, She always prioritizes my girls' neads, fram naplimss to just giving me a break. M y
favorite thing is, when we visit, she has a separate room for my oldest, Lacey. This room was
her daughter Gwen's when she was fittle, and now Dianna calls it “Lacsy’s Room". Dianne has
aven talked about setting up a bunkbed for when my youngest is old enough to share & room
with Lacey. It really louches my haart to know that my-girls have a reom la call their own In
Maryvills, Tennessee.

It has been communicated to mae that Dianne plsad gullty to one count of failure to report child
abuse. Sesing that the sltuation transpired by the action of others and not her own, Dianns has
never shown any reason to cause imtentional hamm to ancther. My husband and | have been
very particular about who our girls have an invested relationship with, Dianne is cne of thase
people who has our trusl. | can say that because Dianne has seen her fafr share of hardships,




she has leamed and outwardly shown growth. She will only go upwards from here on out. Sor
please, cffer Aunt Dianne lenlency &nd know that she [=-2 ciizen we can count on meving
forward,

— — T




MEtt Gerdeman

Honorable Don-R, Ash
500-North Walsiut Street.
Murfreeshoro, TN 37130

October.30, 2025
Judge Ash,

1 write:th 1irge and implore-you to'consider leniency in imposing 2 seftence.upon Dianne
Lashmit. I'ha"re knoum Dtaum'. since we Began attcnd:ng‘ia.w sphnnl at the Umvtrs@'df
'Mgel:]_:term 15‘98"&:& 2003. Dignne and T dﬁumad amiahly. mi{{}_lﬁ ﬂ_.i_l_ﬁ_have Icm_um:d oo good
and friendly tenms in trying our best tq.ge-parent our kids,

As you can‘tell from that briefhistory, Dianne and Lhave been through a lotdogetherin the 33
years we have known each other. Throuphout tiat time, she has demonstrated the utmpst good
character. Dianne has been a caring and considerate spouse; mother;. attorney; and public servant.
She is genuinely compassionate and caring about others and has been di-;di‘c'a‘rhtlm pursming:and
epplying the Taw td effectuate justice. She'has given baclcto-the legal system in many ways;.
including teacHing classes for many years-at the Ul College.of Law.

Owerthe course of our marriage; I served as music direcforfor the:churches we attended -
Mﬂunmﬁ Wiew ”{,JMC in &:rutb K:mxwlln.-_anﬂ Is..cw meﬂen‘.ce .Ereaﬁyfenen mMm}ﬂrﬂ.la

cheir and praise teams ﬂnd se.c',fmg in ¥arious Ieadsrsh.ip rﬁi&k SHe has gnn.& on nume.ruua
mission trips,-ifcludit sévierdl dbroad to locations.in CentraliAmerica. She isw person of deep
and abiding faith; which I know has suppﬂrted and sustained herduring-difficult énd challénging
Himes, including Rerbarde as.a breast cancér surviver and the'resultant doubleamastestomy,

The:consequences for Dianpe-of this eriminal charge and her plea have already been very

* significant end painful for'her She has,lost at least two jobs; and asyou.know, her lagnlicense
will be adversely impacted by this, depending on, among other things, theseverity of her
sentence, Most significantly, she has continued to feglthe unrivaled pain ofknowing that her
child has made some very poor decisions thit haye censed Harm tohimself and-others. Thig
corisequence is a severe and heavy burden thit'weéighs héavily on theboths 5fats, Eknow shiethas

already suffered Irﬂmcﬂﬂel}f from:tiie consequences of this unfortupate chapter of her life.

i thiffk it is safe to say that'Disnne is' thié most; menrr.unt person in the life oft curdaugh*er Gwin.
They are very close: a.uliD:aImc has been extremely supportive of Gwen'in many ways. The
pconsequences-of her punishment will reverberdte and affect Gwep,.and I implore you to-take that

into-consideration inimposing.a sentence-in this-case.



In:imy legal career, T have warked forfivejndges-pn the Teonesses Court ofaﬁppgalls,__azﬁul:;ma:
Court Jistice, and carrently as law clerkfor-Serio:-Tudge D-Kelly Thomas, Jr. Altheughithe
vast majority of my-experience has been onithe civilside, Thave seen enoughrcriminal casés to
know that Dianne’y case is one that the-concept of judicial diversionwasconceived and created
for. Under the eircumstances; 2 reasomably shortisentence of probation and judicial diversion
would be appropriate and effectiate the ends of justice. Based on my-cxpericnee with Dianne, 1
can-gssure you with the utmost.confidence tHat tHe Jikelinood of her ever picking up another
criminal charge in the future-s as close to-wero as Teasonebly-canbe.

Y¥our Honor, thank you foryour consideration in this-casg, and thank yoi for-your extensive.
publit service {o the justice-system of Tennessee. T look forwvard to seeing yousat thesentencing
hearing, and I'lmow your decision will'téflect-the grace and-mercy that truly is just:and
warranted in this-case:

Sincerely,

g

Matt Gerdeman
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Susan Young

Qctober 29, 2025

The Honorable Don R, Ash
500 Narth Walnut Street
Murfreesborg, TN 37130

Dear Judge Ash,

1 am writing on behalf of Dianne Leshmit, | moved to Blount County twenty-two years ago.
During that time, | have attended New Providence Presbyterian Church in Maryville. It was thers
that | met Dlanne as she was leading worship through singing in 2 pralse band.

Prior to moving from Texas, | attended Houston Baptist University earning a Bachelor's degree in
both piano performance and music educatian, Later | also earned and Lifetime Certification for
Teaching in elementary schools and subsequently taught third grade for nine years, | was
awarded Teacher of the Year during this ime. After moving to Tennessee, | was hired by Knox
County S5choals to teach at Sequoyia Elementary,

When | retired from teaching, | was able to become much more active in our church. | served on
& visitation committee serving people who were homebound or in a nursing home. | also served
on the Children's Committee and |ater chaired this committee. | served &s a Deacon and after
three years | became Moderater of the Board of Deacons. Far sixteen years | have taught
Sunday School, | 2lso served at Welcome Table, 2 weekly program that serves the cammunity by
providing a free weekly meal and oppertunities to connect with octher resldents and non-profit
organizations serving Blount County residents.

My relationship with Dianne has spanned at least twenty-two years and | have grown to admire
and respect her for always seeking to do the right thing and the most caring thing. She has
agonized over how to best parent her children, and we have had severa! conversaticns about
this over the years.

| met Dianne whed her children were small, We bonded over our children who were young at
the time. | did not find out that she was a judge untl several years later when she suddenly
becamne a single parent. | remember that she was extremely concerned about how to best



nurture and care for her children, as well as spend adequate time with them while supporting
her family financially, She wrestled with decisions over what was best for them, 1 never once
heard her speak badly about her hushand; she only concentrated on how to create 2 loving
home for Julian and Gwen. During cur conversations, she told me of her decision to change
from being & judge, a job she felt called to do that would afford her oppertunities to protect
children and people in situations not of their choosing, to a new profession where she could
spend more time at home. Her decisions were always made based on what was best far her
children.

In the more than twenty years that | have known Dianne, | have never had any doubt about her
integrity, her truthfulness or her determination to be the best possible parent, She has
extended those gualities to her church and the community at large.

| understand that Dianne has pleaded guilty, although knowing her outstanding character, | am
surprised. However, | am confident that she will continue to make decislons that seek to care for
others and speak truthfully. Her character’is admirable.

S::"Ic::ﬂrz:,lh,,rr

Susnst }’ang

Susan Young



William E. Lashmit

October 30, 2025

The Honorable Don R. Ash
500 Worth Walnut Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Letter of Support for Dianne Lashmit
Dear Judge Ash,

My name 18 William E. Lashmit, and I am the Inventory/Warehouse Manager
at Warnipler's Farm Sausage Company, Lenoir City, TN. | have been with the
company since 2012, shortly after moving my family to the United States
from Mexico. [ am Dianne’s favorite (only) brother.

During my years in Mexico, my wile and I led a children’sministry, bringing
the Word of God to children through Bible stories, songs, and puppets. We
also helped local churches with construction projects. Several times a year,
we hosted and coordinated groups of volunteers from churches across the
United States. Dianne led a few of those teams and visited us often, helping
to bring school supplies and Christmas gills to children in need.

I ¢learly remember bringing newborn Dianne home from the hospital. She is
the youngest of three children. When she was only 18 months old, our mother
was diagnosed with advanced breast cancer. Mom survived that and six other
cancers before the eighth finally took her life 37 years later. Dianne was there
for her in those final weeks, putting her own life, family, and career on hold

to care for Mom. I will never be able to repay Dianne for that act of love.

Growing up, my older sister, Barbara, and I fought often, as siblings do, but
Dianne was always the level-headed peacemaker. We have always been very
close. Until I met my wife, Dianne was undoubtedly the most stable and
influential person in my life. She has always been someone I could go to for
sound, well-thought-out advice. She listens with empathy and has a rare
ability to see through the clutier, identify the heart of a problem, and respond



with truth wrapped in kindness. That is just one of the many gifts that she has
used to help many people throughout the years.

After the death of our mother and following her own divorce, Dianne once
called me and said, “Will, I need you to come home.” I knew then it was my
turn to help my little sister. So, my family and I moved three thousand miles
to Maryville, Tennessee, to be close to Dianne and her family. Qur daughters,
my daughter Amada and her daughter Gwen, were both in second grade at

. the time. They are now both seniors in college, and I am very proud of both.

Dianne and I have remained close throughout the years. From carpooling the
girls to school and sports events, to me helping around her house, to sharing
Sunday dinners together, ] have always been there for her, and she has always
been there for me. (I love her so much that I ¢ven split leftovers with her so
we hoth have lunch to take to work.).

She has always been my rock. It scems strange to be writing this letter for
her. Years age, “safe money” would have bet she’d be the one writing this
letter for me. But as the saying goes, “There but for the grace of God go L

We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We have all made
mistakes, Dianne has made this one, and she has owned it. My only request is
that you consider the sum of her life's testimony as you determine her
sentencing. | have seen my sister go through many difficult times, including
her recent battle with breast cancer, but I have never seen anything affect her
as deeply as this situation. '

Dianne is known for her strength and integrity, She has devoted her life to
helping children and families, and she is a good person. To think of her
facing sentencing is almost more than I can comprehend. Regardless of the
outcome, I know she has already faced the harshest judgment from her
greatest critic, herselll

This case has also c-reate& enormous financial strain. A single mom with a
college student trying to keep her head above water. While facing life
altering legal expenses.



Our mother used to say, “Jails should be for people we are afraid of, not
people we are mad at.” There is nothing to fear from Dianne. She has
admitted her wrongdoing is accepting responsibility, and there is no reason to
believe she would ever knowingly repeat it. She is a good person doing her
best to help good people.

Please, Your Honor, do not let this be the end of everything for her. I
respectfully ask that you show leniency toward my little sister.

Thank you for vour time and consideration.

Respectfully,
e

William E. Lashmit
Inventory/Warehouse Manager,
Wampler's Farm Sausage Company



