
General Objections 

1.​ Relevance 
○​ The question or evidence does not relate to the case. 

2.​ Hearsay 
○​ The evidence involves an out-of-court statement offered for the truth of the matter 

asserted. 
3.​ Leading Question 

○​ The question suggests its answer, typically improper during direct examination. 
4.​ Speculation 

○​ The question calls for the witness to guess or conjecture. 
5.​ Argumentative 

○​ The question is more of an argument than a question. 
6.​ Asked and Answered 

○​ The question has already been asked and answered during the examination. 
7.​ Compound Question 

○​ The question combines multiple inquiries, which can confuse the witness. 
8.​ Misstates Evidence/Testimony 

○​ The question misrepresents evidence or the witness's prior testimony. 
9.​ Assumes Facts Not in Evidence 

○​ The question assumes unproven facts. 
10.​Improper Character Evidence 

○​ Evidence regarding someone's character is inadmissible to prove they acted in 
accordance with it on a particular occasion. 

11.​Vague/Ambiguous 
○​ The question is unclear and confusing. 

12.​Unduly Prejudicial 
○​ The evidence's probative value is substantially outweighed by its potential to 

unfairly prejudice the jury. 

 

Objections to Witness Testimony 

1.​ Lack of Personal Knowledge 
○​ The witness lacks firsthand knowledge of the facts they are testifying about. 

2.​ Improper Opinion 
○​ A lay witness is offering an opinion rather than stating factual observations. 

3.​ Expert Witness Qualifications 
○​ The witness is not qualified to provide expert testimony. 

4.​ Foundation Lacking 
○​ The necessary context or evidence to support the testimony has not been 

established. 



5.​ Narrative 
○​ The witness is giving a long, unstructured statement rather than answering the 

question. 
6.​ Improper Impeachment 

○​ The cross-examination is not appropriately challenging the witness’s credibility. 

 

Objections to Evidence 

1.​ Lack of Authentication 
○​ The evidence has not been properly authenticated or proven to be what it claims 

to be. 
2.​ Best Evidence Rule 

○​ The original document is required rather than a copy or secondary evidence. 
3.​ Improper Lay Opinion 

○​ Non-expert evidence improperly interprets technical or specialized matters. 
4.​ Exclusionary Rule Violations 

○​ The evidence was obtained in violation of constitutional rights, such as the Fourth 
Amendment. 

5.​ Improper Chain of Custody 
○​ The evidence’s handling or custody raises questions about its integrity. 

 

Procedural Objections 

1.​ Improper Service/Notice 
○​ The party was not properly notified as required by procedural rules. 

2.​ Failure to State a Claim 
○​ The complaint does not present a legal cause of action. 

3.​ Improper Jury Instructions 
○​ Proposed instructions are legally incorrect or misleading. 

4.​ Violation of Court Orders 
○​ A party violated procedural or evidentiary rulings. 

 

Constitutional Objections 

1.​ Violation of Due Process 
○​ The procedure or evidence denies a party their constitutional right to a fair trial. 

2.​ Violation of the Confrontation Clause 
○​ A party cannot cross-examine a witness whose statement is being used against 

them. 



3.​ First Amendment Violation 
○​ Evidence or procedure infringes upon freedom of speech or religion. 

4.​ Self-Incrimination (Fifth Amendment) 
○​ A party is compelled to testify against themselves. 

5.​ Double Jeopardy (Fifth Amendment) 
○​ A party is being tried twice for the same offense. 

 

Specific Trial Objections 

1.​ Improper Opening/Closing Arguments 
○​ Statements made are prejudicial, argumentative, or outside the scope of 

evidence. 
2.​ Improper Questioning 

○​ Counsel asks about inadmissible topics. 
3.​ Speaking Objection 

○​ The opposing counsel is making a statement rather than a proper objection. 
4.​ Sidebar Objections 

○​ Objecting to off-record discussions being improperly referenced in court. 

 

Strategic Objections 

1.​ Cumulative Evidence 
○​ Evidence is redundant and unnecessarily repetitive. 

2.​ Lack of Jurisdiction 
○​ The court does not have the authority to rule on the matter. 

3.​ Improper Venue 
○​ The case is being heard in the wrong geographic or legal jurisdiction. 

4.​ Discovery Violation 
○​ Evidence is introduced without being disclosed during discovery. 
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