
 

 

Investing in Art: Is it Worth it? 
 

From problems with increasingly exquisite forgeries to highly-liquid markets, investing in art 

and amassing a collection of note and worth is not without its risks. Aspiring art investors 

should think about these things and consider their investments very carefully. 

 

Why Buy Art? 

Works of art, whether they be paintings, prints, or illustrations, have several attractions and 

benefits. A work of art can have a significant financial impact in addition to its aesthetic value, 

narrative power, and emotional impact. Purchasing works of art is becoming an increasingly 

popular investment option. One of the many advantages of investing in art is the potential for 

substantial financial gain.   

However, like any commodity, investing in art has a number of potential problems, not least 

the possibility that the art that you buy is not going to increase in value.  The art market is very 

difficult to guess since fads are increasingly based on marketing as well as the actual skill of 

the artist, and even the most ardent follower of art fashions would find it difficult to know who 

is going to be the next great thing.  But few investors buy art simply as an investment and 

there are many reasons why you would want to invest in it, such as: 

• You like art.  This is actually a really credible reason for wanting to collect it.  Yes, it’s 

nice to be able to get some kind of return on your purchases, but if you happen to like 

what you have bought, you are winning twice.  If you buy art that you can picture putting 

on the walls of your home or office, it will make you feel better every time you see it. 

After that, you could sell it later and maybe make some money. If you're interested in 

a certain artist or art from a certain time period, you might learn something that will 

help you at an art show, auction, or gallery. Your love of art can also help you find 

unique and limited-edition items. 

• It’s a tangible investment.  Unlike stocks and shares, you can actually hold your 

investments and appreciate them.  If you are investing in art not only do you have 

something that could be gaining value, but could also remain in your family for decades 

for you and your family and friends to enjoy.  You can’t do that with wine.   

• You are a little bit altruistic. In buying artworks, you could be helping the artist directly.  

By purchasing pieces of art that you like, you are assured of assisting an artist in 

achieving their dreams of recognition. The cut-throat world of art can be a very lonely 

for new and aspiring artists and any support is always welcome. By investing in an 

artist, you are helping to establish them in the market. 

But There are Problems Too, Right? 
Yes, there are and many of them are difficult to overcome. One of the main issues is the sheer 

density of artists and their works to choose from.  The world is awash with artworks and this 

hasn’t been helped by the advent of AI art generators. There is a growing risk of being duped 

into buying something that you believe is an original artist but then find that it’s just been 

generated by an intelligent computer program via a few keywords.  Original it might be, but AI 

art is never going to be an investment opportunity. 

As interest in art investment increases, there is also a much bigger risk of investing in a real 

counterfeit artwork.  The potential to earn money from something that could probably only be 

validated by a few industry insiders makes it an attractive market for talented counterfeiters. 



 

 

Regardless of whether you are spending hundreds or thousands of pounds on a piece that 

you like, you want to ensure that it is and original, and that is becoming more difficult. 

Price and value are always going to be an issue. Knowing what an artwork is actually worth is 

always going to be difficult.  You may see a price, but actually knowing if that is appropriate is 

difficult to judge. In addition, by the very nature of investments, you have no idea if the work 

that you have bought is actually going to increase in value.  The uncertainty in art investments 

puts many off. 

However, the major problem with the art world is knowing what to invest in.  And this is where 

specialist art-based sites can be an enormous help.  Sites that are dedicated to art and the 

collection of works are an enormous source of information and can be used to not only select 

artists you may enjoy, but also act as a shop window.   

If you are considering investing in art, specialist sites are the best place to start, and you could 

save yourself a great deal of money and heartache. 


