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This map is available at the NYS DEC Website - http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine pdf/songlkmap.pdf

Song Lake Watershed Planning Committee
1900 Rittenhouse Square
Tully, New York 13159

Winter Yard Care

Now is the perfect time to set in place best management practices
for this year’s yard and lawn care. While plants are dormant beneath the
snow take some time to plan ahead. Begin by taking a good look around your
home to identify practices that may currently place our lake at risk. Some of
these risks include pollution from fertilizers, pesticides, yard debris, or soil
erosion.

Inventory and upgrade your gardening equipment and if you have a mower, be sure the
blades are sharpened. Whether or not you are switching to organic gardening practices, be sure
to check chemical containers for leaks and rust as well as expiration. To dispose of these safely,
call Cortland County Solid Waste Disposal at 607-756-8077.

One of most enjoyable gardening pastimes is planning. Gardening catalogs are wonder-
ful, but before ordering plants take an inventory of your current plants and make plans to re-
place those that are diseased or have pest problems. You may want to take this opportunity to
expand the riparian, that is the natural space between your house and the lake, with native
plants. Have fun learning more at the Habitat Gardening for Central New York site: http://
www.hgcny.org/

If you are planning a lawn, plan carefully for the right grass mix. Find out more about
new cultivars at www.gardening.cornell.edu/lawn/index and consider Dutch clover as a ground
cover to replace grass lawns. Starting out with the best seed for your landscape conditions will
create a healthy, lush lawn that will establish early, prevent erosion, fight off disease and weeds,
and require less care.

When spring cleaning begins, remember to pull leaves and debris away from the lake as
much as possible. If you haven’t had a soil sample taken in the last three years, now is a good
time. Soil samples will help identify the specific needs for your yard. If you must fertilize,
PLEASE, DO NOT FERTILIZE IN THE SPRING. Experts advise waiting until the fall. Excess fertilizer
will only promote top growth at the expense of root growth; weak rooted plants are more suscep-
tible to pests and later summer droughts. Call Cortland County Cornell Cooperative Extension at
(607) 753-5077 or go to http://cnal.cals.cornell.edu/fags/ to find out more.

Another way to help protect our watershed is to avoid using pesticides. For more infor-
mation on non-toxic alternatives to herbicide and pesticide options, go to:
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/greenscapes/index.htm

These winter yard care steps will set in motion best management practices that will pro-
tect Song Lake water quality and create healthy soils, lawns and yard plants. If you still have
Our Song Lake Watershed, Volumes 2 and 3, you can read more about “Lawn Care Tips” and
“Lake Friendly Landscaping.”

WE WOULD LIKE YOUR OPINIONS ~ WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
The production of these newsletters has been possible through generous donations to the Song
Lake Watershed Fund through the Song Lake Property Owners Association. To continue, we need
your support. To help sponsor our next issue, please contact Tarki Heath at 696-5262. Please let
us know what you think of our newsletter by emailing your comments to SonglLakelssues@aol.com.

For more information about Song Lake watershed planning contact Tony George -696-8045,
Marjie Grillo -696-5963, Tarki Heath -696-5262, or Gloria Wright -696-5524


http://www.hgcny.org/
http://www.hgcny.org/
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/lawn/index
http://cnal.cals.cornell.edu/faqs/
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/greenscapes/index.htm
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http://www.recordonline.com/sustain

