
1 
 

   

The Publication of                           February 2014  

Stanislaus County Bar Association                              Volume No. 1 

http://www.stanbar.org     

 

 

 

                                                                                    By Jeff L. Bean  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

President’s Message…………………..Pg 1 

Calendar of Events……………….……Pg 2 

Around Offices, Ads, Baby News…….Pg 3 

Jobs, Scholarship, Fresno Memo…….Pg 4 

Cal Bar & Stan Co Sup Ct notice….Pg 5 

2014 SCBA Membership App.............Pg 6 

LRS, Law Day/Golf Tourney flyers……..Pg 7 

Upcoming MCLE Flyers………...........Pg 8 

‘Web Link’ form & Scholarship info…..Pg 9 

Ad Rates & 2014 SCBA B.O.D.s……Pg 10 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to all members of the Stanislaus County Bar Association (SCBA).  As the new President, let  

me first express appreciation for the service, sacrifice and dedication of the Officers and board  

members, including the Ex-officio, Rebecca Roberson.  They each volunteer a substantial amount of  

their time and means for the success of the SCBA.  I also want to express appreciation for our Executive  

Director, Deana Skelton.  This is her third year as the Director and she is becoming a real asset and  

resource to our organization.  

 

This year we are pleased to announce that the President of the California Bar Association, the Honorable Luis Rodriguez, has 

accepted our invitation to address the SCBA members for our Law Day event on May 2, 2014.  This will be a great opportunity for 

our legal community to become more acquainted with those who have a direct impact on our respective fields of practice.  I 

encourage all to come and support the Law Day events and welcome President Rodriguez. 

 

I am pleased to report that because of a very generous donation from Union Bank, the Lawyer’s Referral Service (LRS) now has 

funds to significantly increase its exposure to the public and to increase its ability to assist those in our community who otherwise 

could not obtain initial legal guidance.  All too often the complexity of the legal process is baffling to the general public and these 

30 minute consultations are most helpful in pointing the individuals in the right direction.  For those of you who are not members of 

the Lawyer’s Referral Service, and are willing to periodically donate 30 minutes of your time to assist our community citizens, contact 

our Executive Director for an application and to be reviewed for the LRS panel.   

 

Because of the increased donations from the SCBA membership, we have for a second year been able to sustain two SCBA 

scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each.  Thank you for your donations.  Additionally, we are pleased to announce that the 

Modesto 500 Lions Club has elected to provide SCBA with an additional $1,000 donation for a scholarship award in memory of John 

Grisez, one of our local attorneys.  The SCBA Scholarship Committee is currently taking applications of high school students 

demonstrating an interest in the law for consideration of these three scholarships.  If you know of a high school student with an 

interest in the law, have them contact either their High School Counselor, or the SCBA Executive Director, for more information on 

the scholarship application.  These scholarships will be awarded at the Law Day event on May 2, 2014. 

 

For those who have not visited the SCBA website at stanbar.org, please take a moment to review the services and information 

available to you as members.  New information and services are added regularly so visit regularly and often. Additionally, the 

website is set up to conveniently allow you to pay for the SCBA events and activities.  For those who would like to contribute 

information or to advertise on the website, or if you have suggestions on how we can better meet your needs through the SBCA 

website, please contact the SCBA Executive Director. 

 

The annual SBCA Golf Tournament will again be held at Dryden Golf Course in Modesto on May 31, 2014.   This long standing 

tradition has become a favored SBCA activity.  Already there is an atmosphere of  

competition as to which foursome will take home this years’ coveted title.  Despite all the  

bravado, and dare I say smack talk, we are looking forward to a most enjoyable event.    

Sponsorships are currently available.  As usual, the foursome entry fee will include green  

fees, a golf cart, unlimited beverages during play, and lunch.  For those duffers who need  

assistance, a limited number of Mulligan tickets will be for sale.  We will also have a raffle for  

an opportunity to win great prizes. 

 

As the SBCA President, I am looking forward to a great and successful year.  A year of growth,  

accomplishment and building in our community.  For those of you who are not yet members, 

I encourage you to come and see what the SCBA has to offer.  For those who are members,  

thank you for your support. 

 

Jeff L. Bean,  

President Stanislaus County Bar Association 

             

   

 

 

http://www.stanbar.org/
https://stanbar.org/?attachment_id=1452
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 MARCH 

 14      MCLE: Estate Planning & Divorce: What You Need To Know - Friday, in the Superior 

Court jury assembly room, from 12-1 PM, by Mark Drobny, Esq., and Alana Scott of 

Merrill Lynch.  1 hour general MCLE credit.  

   

21       MCLE: Traffic Court Judge Pro Tem Training - Friday, Superior Court Dept. 14 

(basement), from 1:00 – 4:30 PM, by Commissioner Lynne Meredith.  3.5 hours of 

general credit.  See flyer for specific requirements needed, in addition to practicing 

law no less than 10 years.  

 

28 MCLE: Recordation & Elections in Stanislaus County – Friday, in the Superior Court jury 

assembly room, from 12-1 PM, by Lee Lundrigan, Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder.    

           1 hour general MCLE credit.  

  
 APRIL  

11       MCLE: California Adoption Basics - Friday, in the Superior Court jury assembly room, 

from 12-1 PM, by Alison Foster Davis, Esq., of Family Connections.  1 hour of general 

MCLE credit.  

 
 MAY  

  2       LAW DAY LUNCHEON – Friday, the Gallo Center for the Arts, 1000 “I” St, in Modesto, 

from 12-1 PM.  Keynote speaker will be Hon. Luis Rodriguez, President of the California 

State Bar.  Please contact the SCBA to proudly sponsor this event with us!    

 

31       27th Annual GOLF TOURNAMENT – Saturday at Dryden Park Golf Course, 920 Sunset 

Ave, in Modesto.  8:00 AM Check-in and 9:00 AM Shotgun start.  $95 per person 

includes 18 holes, cart, unlimited drinks, lunch, raffle and other prizes (Long Drives, 

Closest to Pin, Net/Gross Scores, and Putting Contest).  Come enjoy the day! 
  

 NOVEMBER  

  7       JUDICIAL CALENDAR LUNCHEON – Friday, at The SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave, in 

Modesto, from 12-1 PM.  Updates on 2015 upcoming Superior Court changes.  1 hour 

of general MCLE credit. 

  

  

 DECEMBER   

  5       HOLIDAY LUNCHEON – Friday, at The SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave, in Modesto, from 12-1 

PM.  Installation of the 2015 SCBA Officers & Board of Directors, local High School 

entertainment, charity donations and buffet lunch.    
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MINIMUM CONTINUING 

LEGAL EDUCATION 
 

Group 2 (H – M) 

Period:  2/1/12 – 1/31/15 

Deadline:  2/1/2015 

 

Large corner office and smaller office for rent 

in 16th and G Street Professional Building. Off-

street parking, elevator, shared services 

available.  

David Jamieson 521-1269 

 
 

 
 

 

BABY NEWS! 
Maria Jaime  

brought baby Micah  
into the world on January 5th  

and he weighed 10.5 lbs!   
 

  
 

 

“CONGRATULATIONS!!” 
 

 

 

 

LAW OFFICE 

906 13th Street, Modesto 

$1,900 monthly rent 
Located on one of downtown Modesto’s nicest streets. Close to 

court house, upgraded carpet, lots of storage, plenty of street 

parking, comes with private parking stalls, executive style 

furnishings can be negotiated into monthly rent, approximately 

2,000 square feet.  

Contact: Robert Eckert  (209) 605-3909 

 

Peter Smith has moved his home 

and office from Modesto to the San 

Francisco Bay Area.  His new 

address is: 

1311 Brewster Court 

El Cerrito CA 94530 

Cell: (209) 602-9003 
 

He is mostly retired, but is still 

accepting clients who need help 

with trademarks and copyrights. 

Anthony Johnston, Esq. 

(new firm)  

Berliner Cohen 

1130 12th Street, Suite B 

Modesto CA 95354 

(209) 576-1197 

Fax (209) 576-1076 

www.berliner.com  

AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA  

RULES OF COURT 

Adopted by the Judicial Council on  

December 13, 2013  
Effective on January 1st to July 1st, 2014 

 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2014-01-

01_Rules_Dec_mtg_Arb_Ethics.pdf  
   

This section contains links to short summaries of rule 

amendments recently adopted but the Judicial 

Council.  Please refer to the history legend of each 

rule for its effective date. 

 

http://www.berliner.com/
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2014-01-01_Rules_Dec_mtg_Arb_Ethics.pdf
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2014-01-01_Rules_Dec_mtg_Arb_Ethics.pdf
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    SCBA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

The SCBA office continues to accept 

contributions for the 2014 Scholarship 

Fund.  Our goal for 2014 is to distribute at 

least two $1,000 Scholarship Awards to 

Stanislaus County High School seniors at 

the Law Day Lunch. 

Please send your contributions to: SCBA - 

804 14th St, Modesto CA 95354 

 

 

 

 

If your office/business is looking to fill a vacant position, 

please contact us to post it here for free!  deana@stanbar.org 

or (209) 571-5729. 

2014 SCBA SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTORS: 
 

 

Rebecca Roberson 

Alan Eighmey 

Sabrina Tourtlotte 

Frank Lima 

Robert Farrace 

Kim Ringer 
  

“We appreciate your generous support!”  
 

 

                

                 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Stanislaus County 
Legal Professionals Assn 

(SCLPA) meets the second 
Wednesday of each month 

at 6:00 PM.  For more 
information,  

Contact Linda Fischer at 
lindaf@mid.org 

 

NO OPENINGS 
AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY OF FRESNO 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

February 11, 2014 Memo re: 

Proposed Amendments at 

www.fresno.courts.ca.gov  

 

If adopted, will become effective 

July 1, 2014. 

 

 

Comment by April 1, 2014 to: 

Hon. Hilary A. Chittick 

Fresno Co. Superior Court 

1100 Van Ness Ave, Dept. 70 

Fresno CA 93724-0002 
 

mailto:deana@stanbar.org
mailto:lindaf@mid.org
http://www.fresno.courts.ca.gov/
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PAID YOUR 2014 SCBA  

MEMBERSHIP DUES YET?   
 
 

You can register online at STANBAR.ORG or 

contact the SCBA Office at (209) 571-5729 to 

have an Application e-mailed to you today! 
 

 

 

FROM THE CALIFORNIA STATE BAR 
 

MCLE requirements have not increased or changed… 

 

On November 15th, 2012, the Board of Member Oversight voted to amend the education 

standards in MCLE rules 2.52(A) and 3.601(A). To be specific, they voted to change one word, as 

illustrated below:  

 

“The activity must relate to legal subjects directly relevant to members of the State Bar and or 

have significant current professional and practical content.”  

 

Here’s a list of education, in addition to substantive law subjects, that may now be provided 

to State Bar members:  

 

• Topics related to business or financial management of a law firm.  

• Topics related to law office operation, including but not limited to facilities, staffing, systems   

   and equipment. 

• Topics related to creation and improvement of legal case work and work flow  

   management, including time management of attorneys and support staff, and delegation  

   of responsibility.  

• Topics related to the competent delivery of legal services and/or the establishment and  

   maintenance of effective law office management. 

• Topics related to communications by and between attorneys and support staff  

• Topics related to the use of computer and/or Internet technology in the practice of law or  

   the management of a law office. 

• Topics related to the lawful and ethical management of a law office’s financial accounts  

   including client trust accounts. 

• Topics relating to lawful and ethical client fee agreements, fee sharing and referral  

   arrangements.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
 

www.lcswebreports.dot.ca.gov 
 

State Route 99 
CLOSURES 
District 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 

STANISLAUS COUNTY - NEW LEGISLATION FOR 2014: 
 

For a summary of court related legislation with effective dates of January 1, 

2014 or later, please check out the court’s legislative update page at  
 

http://www.stanct.org/Content.aspx?page=legislative_update 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001RCk-VTGXtYKACF69zFFk42ERroONHG9_0RJWzBeY1Y1hHhqzi22oxRO-z0TSvrhEAOcMuu54T__111HSCHiljpRXiQmnE3Ni5EbysakHUMJ5PG3V0gJk6meVIxdbK4o8UVcETeBN2j1Xuvi0qtbVEu3rn1XqeqibMZP4q3V5qv_F6KD-Ij2O__QUZoZRuGVy5Glh13GvSC3hA8qXwwujivMsp5I2P5ydfvjEPFMnEjVC1ommlaaLNm6IaRLF7GY6T0tc-e-gJ_xFv0CtsvvOFRybuYathkXn28JhhUMfDnV3_3nKhxlcLw==
http://www.stanct.org/Content.aspx?page=legislative_update
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If your answer to any of the above is “YES,” please consider 

serving on the LRS panel. 
 

As an SCBA member, you only pay a $50 annual LRS panel fee! 
 

Simple appointment process:  LRS representative will schedule appointments with your office at your 

convenience with clients who have a matter in your area(s) of expertise.  The client pays a $50.00 

administrative fee to us over the phone, for a 30-minute consultation.  Each month you will receive a 

statement from the LRS listing your appointments for that month.  All you do is indicate the LRS clients who 

kept their appointments (and those that did not), and send the statement back to the LRS office. 
 

 

 

 

For more information, call the LRS at (209) 571-5729 or go to stanbar.org 

California State Bar Certificate No. 44 

 

 

 
If the client retains you, any further attorney’s fees are entirely yours! 

  Are you willing to support your local Bar Association? 

  Are you looking for new clients? 

  Are you willing to provide some pro bono time? 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Tourney flyer 
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PLEASE PASS THIS SCHOLARSHIP  

INFOMRATION ALONG TO ANY  

STANISLAUS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIOR THAT FULFILLS THE  

SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS. 

∞ 

THREE (3) $1,000.00 SCHOLARSHIPS 

WILL BE PRESENTED TO RECIPIENTS  

AT THE LAW DAY LUNCHEON ON 

FRIDAY, MAY 2ND, 2014 

AT THE GALLO CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

∞ 

“GOOD LUCK!” 
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                    STANISLAUS  COUNTY  BAR  ASSOCIATION 

804 14th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

(209) 571-5729  ◊  Fax (209) 529-6130 

www.stanbar.org 

2014 OFFICERS 

                                                                          President             Jeff L. Bean            

                      Vice President            Sally K. Chenault 

                 Secretary        Keric J. Cushing   

                               Treasurer        Robert F. Farrace 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Michael R. Dennis 

Jeffrey W. Mangar  

Andrew S. Mendlin 

Kristina M. Seward  

Stacy P. Speiller 

George P. Rodarakis 
 

EX OFFICIO 

Rebecca A. Roberson 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Deana Skelton 
 

LAWYERS REFERRAL SERVICE 

Linda Hernandez 

 

 

 

ARE YOUR STATE  

BAR RECORDS CURRENT? 

 
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE 

§6002.1 REQUIRES ALL ATTORNEYS 
TO REPORT CHANGES TO THEIR 

ADDRESS & PHONE #s TO THE STATE 
BAR WITHIN 30 DAYS.  YOU CAN 

CHECK YOUR CURRENT LISTING AT 
www.calbar.org 

 

 

Business Card - $50 

Quarter Page - $150 

Half Page - $300 

Full Page - $600 
 

 

 

10% Discount for multiple issues! 

 

http://www.stanbar.org/

