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2013 is nearly over, and our Holiday Luncheon is coming up on December 6th, to  

be held at the SOS Club.  We will be installing our 2014 SCBA Officers and Board of  

Directors at that time, and we will be entertained by the Modesto High School Choir as well.  Our 

holiday donations this year will be given to the California Rural Legal Assistance program (CRLA).  

CRLA is a local non-profit agency that provides much needed assistance to our local community.  

Please join the SCBA in giving to this well-deserving organization.  Donations will be accepted at the 

holiday event, or you can send them directly to Deana at the Bar Association. 

 

We have one last MCLE program set for December 20, 2013, to be held in the jury room from 12-1 pm, 

on "Elder Law: What You Need To Know," by Randy Rosā, Esq. of the Rosā Law Firm. 

 

We also have a FREE MCLE scheduled for January 10, 2014, at noon in the jury room.  This event is free 

to the first 100 registrants that have paid their 2014 bar membership dues.  Also, we have scheduled a 

2-hour "Ethics" program for January 24, 2014, from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the jury room. 

 

On October 17th, we held our annual Bench-Bar dinner at the Seasons, with this year’s theme of "An 

Evening in the Piano Lounge."  We listened to beautiful music, danced, and sang to a dueling piano 

show!  See page 8 of the Non Sequitur for photographs of this event. 

 

On November 15th, we enjoyed our Annual Judicial Calendar luncheon, and we want to especially 

thank the Honorable Loretta Begen, the Honorable Jack Jacobson, and Rebecca Fleming for their 

presentation concerning updates at the court. 

 

In closing, I want to thank all of our 2013 Board Members for their  

excellent work in making this year very successful.  And as always, a  

special thank you to Deana Skelton for keeping all of us in line and  

for her untiring efforts in overseeing our MCLE programs and other  

events as well!  You are very much appreciated Deana. 
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 DECEMBER 

 6       Holiday Luncheon – Friday at the SOS Club, Modesto, 12-1 PM.  Please join us in 

sharing the holiday spirit of giving this season, as we donate to a local charity, 

enjoy a lunch buffet while listening to Christmas carols by a local School Choir, 

and the installation of the 2014 Bar Association’s Officers and Directors. 

   

20       MCLE: ‘Elder Law: What You Need To Know,’ – Friday, in the Superior Court jury 

assembly room, from 12-1 PM, by Randy Rosa, Esq., of the Rosa Law Firm.  

Receive 1 hour of MCLE credit while learning essential information regarding 

elder law.   

 
 JANUARY 2014 

10       MCLE: ‘Substance Abuse,’ Friday, in the Superior Court jury assembly room, 

from 12-1 PM, by David Mann, Peer Counselor for The Other Bar.  Earn 1 hour of 

Substance Abuse MCLE credit.  Registration is FREE to the first 100 with their 

paid 2014 SCBA Member dues! 

24       MCLE: ‘Professional Responsibility & Risk Management For Practitioners,’ by 

Robert Hawley, Deputy Executive Director of the State Bar of California, on 

Friday, in the Superior Court jury assembly room, from 11:30 to 1:30 PM – 

special two (2) hour program, worth two (2) hours of ETHICS credit!   

    

                        

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

       

  

 

 

 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA RULES OF COURT 
 

Adopted by the Judicial Council on October 26, 2012, & April 26, 2013  

Effective on October 25, 2013 
 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2013-10-25_rules.pdf 

www.courts.ca.gov 
 

 

 

This section contains links to short summaries of rule amendments recently adopted 

but the Judicial Council.  Please refer to the history legend of each rule for its 

effective date. 

 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2013-10-25_rules.pdf
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Justin Allen, Esq. moved to: 

The Kalanta Law Office - Centre Plaza Office Tower – 14th Floor 

1150 9th Street, Suite 1410, Modesto CA 95354 

(209) 579-7732  Fax (209) 579-7231 

justinthomasallenesquire@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

BABY NEWS! 
Lindsey Bannerman (Robbins) 

had 
Elliot Anne Bannerman 

on August 20th 
and she weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz.   

 

  
George Rodarakis 

welcomed  
Peter George Rodarakis 

on August 20th also!,  
and he weighed 7 lbs.  

 

 

“CONGRATULATIONS!!” 
 

 

    

“CONGRATULATIONS!” 
 

Michael & Kristina Vaz (Seward)  
 

 

Married on November 9, 2013 
 

  

 

 

mailto:justinthomasallenesquire@gmail.com
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                  SCBA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The SCBA office is now accepting contributions for the 2014 Scholarship  

Fund.  Our goal for 2014 is to distribute at least two $1,000 Scholarship  

Awards to Stanislaus County High School seniors at the Law Day Lunch.   

Please send your contributions to: SCBA - 804 14th St, Modesto CA 95354   

 

 

 

 

If your office/business is looking to fill a vacant position, please       

contact us to post it here for free!  deana@stanbar.org                 

or (209) 571-5729. 

 

2014 SCBA Scholarship 

Contributors: 
 

 

Sabrina Tourtlotte 

Frank Lima 

Robert Farrace 

Kim Ringer 

 

 “We appreciate your generous support!”  
 

 

                

                 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Stanislaus County Legal 
Professionals Assn (SCLPA) meets the 
second Wednesday of each month at 

6:00 PM.  For more info, contact 
Linda Fischer at lindaf@mid.org 

 

 

LIBRARIAN’S CORNER 
A note from your Stanislaus County Law Library -  

Did you know that in addition to accessing much of the Continuing 

Education of the Bar (CEB) practice materials in print, you can also 

access nearly any CEB publication electronically while in the Law 

Library?  

With CEB OnLAW, the CEB library of valuable practice materials is a 

keystroke away.  At the Law Library you can access OnLAW from the 

public PCs or your own wireless device such as a laptop or tablet, 

save CEB practice guide forms to your hard drive or flash drive or 

email them to yourself or your staff.   

If you do not have time to come down, we may be able to send you 

specifically cited materials electronically.  Try our document delivery 

service. Please note that there may be a fee for completing this 

service. 

Need a place for a deposition, mediation or arbitration?  The Law 

Library has upgraded its conference room to include data, power, 

and media accessibility.   Details, availability, and booking services 

are available on our website www.stanlaw.org or give us a call at 

(209)558-7759. 

With the holidays approaching we are reminded of the wonderful 

legal community we are a part of, and look forward to seeing you in 

the coming year. 

Happy researching! 

Jan and Stew 

 

                
 

NO OPENINGS AVAILABLE 
AT THIS TIME 

 

LOOKING FOR LOST  

or STOLEN  

WILL & TRUST! 
 

* Ronald Eugene Blevins * 

2/25/66 – 7/18/13 

Please contact: 

Stephanie Chastain 

(209) 405-0533 

schastain@hFsnet.com 

Also available to attorneys for overflow and fill-in work. 

 

mailto:deana@stanbar.org
mailto:lindaf@mid.org
http://www.stanlaw.org/
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PAID YOUR 2014 SCBA  

MEMBERSHIP DUES YET?   
You can still register online at STANBAR.ORG or 

contact the SCBA Office at (209) 571-5729 to  

have an Application e-mailed to you today! 

 

Stanislaus County Bar Association 

thanks the following sponsors of our 

2013 Bench-Bar Dinner on Oct. 17th: 
 
 

Arata, Swingle, Sodhi & Van Egmond 
McCormick Barstow LLP 
Rodarakis & Sousa, APLC 

Damrell, Nelson, Schrimp, Pallios, 

Pacher & SILVA 
 

Borton Petrini LLP 

 Curtis Legal Group 
Law Offices of Mark S. Nelson  

Ross W. Lee, Inc., APLC 

Law Office of Keric J. Cushing 

Law Office of Rebecca A. Roberson 
 

& special thanks to GREENS MARKET 

for providing all the desserts. 
 

 

 

“We truly appreciate your continued support!”  

 

SENIOR LAW PROJECT 

Is looking for attorneys who would like to 

serve on our Board of Directors.  They can 

contact our office at (209) 577-3814 and 

ask for Joyce Gandelman 

 

 

 

MINIMUM CONTINUING 

LEGAL EDUCATION 
 

 

Group 3 (N-Z) 

Period: 2/1/11 to 1/31/14 

DEADLINE: 2/1/2014 
 

California's attorney membership is 

divided into three compliance groups.  

Compliance periods for the three groups 

are staggered so that each group 

reports compliance in a different year.  

Compliance periods are 36 months 

(three years) in length.  Reporting 

deadlines for each compliance group 

are listed above.   
 

 

                   
 

www.lcswebreports.dot.ca.gov 
 

Superior COURT OF CALIFORNIA                    

                  COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE* 
NOTICE OF COURT CLOSURE 

 

The Court will be closed from 12 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the 
following dates due to limited staffing: 

            Wednesday, November 27, 2013 
Tuesday, December 24, 2013 
Tuesday, December 31, 2013 

Please use the designated drop box located outside the 

Family Law and Civil Division Clerk’s offices for filing 

papers or submitting payments.  Pursuant to California 

Rules of Court, rule 2.210(b) any document deposited in a 

court’s drop box on these days up to and including 12:00 

p.m. will be deemed to have been deposited for filing on 

that day.  

 

*Government Code §68106 requires trial courts to provide notice to the 

public at least 60 days before closing any courtroom or closing or 

reducing hours of clerks’ offices by conspicuous posting within its 

facilities and on its public website. 

  

 

 

State Route 99 
CLOSURES 
District 10 

 

http://mcle.calbar.ca.gov/Attorneys/ComplianceInformation/ComplianceGroups.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001RCk-VTGXtYKACF69zFFk42ERroONHG9_0RJWzBeY1Y1hHhqzi22oxRO-z0TSvrhEAOcMuu54T__111HSCHiljpRXiQmnE3Ni5EbysakHUMJ5PG3V0gJk6meVIxdbK4o8UVcETeBN2j1Xuvi0qtbVEu3rn1XqeqibMZP4q3V5qv_F6KD-Ij2O__QUZoZRuGVy5Glh13GvSC3hA8qXwwujivMsp5I2P5ydfvjEPFMnEjVC1ommlaaLNm6IaRLF7GY6T0tc-e-gJ_xFv0CtsvvOFRybuYathkXn28JhhUMfDnV3_3nKhxlcLw==
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  Superior COURT OF CALIFORNIA                    

                   COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your answer to any of the above is “YES,” please consider 

serving on the LRS panel. 
 

As an SCBA member, you only pay a $50 annual LRS panel fee! 
 

Simple appointment process:  LRS representative will schedule appointments with your office at your 

convenience with clients who have a matter in your area(s) of expertise.  The client pays a $50.00 

administrative fee to us over the phone, for a 30-minute consultation.  Each month you will receive a 

statement from the LRS listing your appointments for that month.  All you do is indicate the LRS clients who 

kept their appointments (and did not), and send the statement back to the LRS office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, call the LRS at (209) 571-5729 or go to stanbar.org 

California State Bar Certificate No. 44 

 

 

  Are you willing to support your local Bar Association? 

  Are you looking for new clients? 

  Are you willing to provide some pro bono time? 

 

If the client retains you, any further attorney’s fees are entirely yours! 

 

 

  

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Susana Alcala Wood has returned 

to Stockton as the Assist City Attorney.   

Adam U. Lindgren 

is Modesto’s Interim City Attorney, 

effective November 12, 2013. 

 

 

 

 

HOW MANY LAWYERS DOES IT TAKE 
TO CHANGE A LIGHT BULB? 

 

Fifty four.  Eight to argue, one to get a continuance, 

one to object, one to demur, two to research 

precedents, one to dictate a letter, one to stipulate, 

five to turn in their time cards, one to depose, one to 

write interrogatories, two to settle, one to order a 

secretary to change the bulb, and twenty-eight to bill 

for professional services. 
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By Michael R. Dennis 

LOOK AT YOURSELF IN THE MIRROR: Staring back at you is an attorney with a face hardened by a life 

battling in the trenches of the courtroom and negotiating high pressure deals. Your eyes have steel in them, 

your features an edge. There is nothing soft about the face in the mirror. The person before you can buckle 

any swash and shiver any timber. You see Errol/Carol Flynn. 

 

Now look at your hands. How can you, the tough attorney, the witness slayer and deal maker, have such 

soft hands? It doesn’t fit. The media calls you a shark and a viper, but there is nary a callous to be seen on 

your hands. They are so soft that there is an entire industry that does nothing except make rubber doodads 

to stick on your baby bottom-esque fingers so they have enough friction to turn the page of a book. These 

days, somebody else even opens your mail. The only thing you do that could roughen your hands is swinging 

a golf club, but you put on a glove to prevent that. 

 

My cherubic hands are no different. I’m supposed to be my client’s white knight, but the two loaves of white 

bread at the end of my arms provide no actual armor. As an attorney, my entire job is intellectual and calls 

for no actual physical labor. In a past article, I proclaimed the need for balance. Balance, however, should 

be physical as well as mental. This holiday season, therefore, my goal was to find that balance and literally 

get my hands dirty... maybe even have an adventure while I was at it. "Are you not entertained?!"  

 

Shhhh, be berry berry quiet. I's huntin' wabbit! Well, not exactly rabbit, but something equally deadly, just 

that it involved fir rather than fur. The hunt began at dawn and my sights were set on the greatest trophy of 

the holidays. The plan was to stalk and fell my own Christmas Tree. (It’s not exactly a chapter from The Most 

Dangerous Game, but baby steps, people, baby steps. Without callouses, I was still in serious danger of 

splinters after all.)  

 

My white whale dwelled far into the mountains, where no man dare tread. Yes, Christmas trees also dwell in 

the parking lot in front of SaveMart, where man could tread to his heart’s content, but there is no adventure 

in that.  

 

Armed with only coffee induced euphoria, I pointed my Jeep towards the hills, sounded a barbaric yalp, 

and carpe diemed. It had rained the night before, the temperature was freezing, (For our hero who grew up 

in SoCal, that means under 60 degrees), and one of those mists that Uther rode across to ravage Ygraine in 

the movie Excalibur lay upon the ground. Perfect!  

 

A few hours later I pulled into a likely spot; likely because a quilt of SUV's covered the parking lot. This was the 

one time per year that these four wheel drive vehicles actually left the pavement. My respective SUV was 

looked down upon, however, because it did not have a bumper sticker that proclaimed it was proud of its 

honor student or D.A.R.E.D. to keep kids off drugs. The only thing that my bumper stood for was that for the 

2001 school year I could park in the McGeorge parking lot. So, I had that going for me, which was nice. 

 

This place was a hoppin’. People that haunt Renaissance Fairs (Fairies?) hawked their crafts and "tobacco 

use only" products. Karma was available for a pittance. Dogma was a little bit more expensive. Pony rides 

were also available where terrified three year olds were strapped to mighty steeds while flash bulbs of proud 

parents blinded the children and scared the beasts. It was a recipe for something, and I don't think it was 

success. I handed out my card.  

 

Eventually, I stumbled on Ye Olde Fudge Factory where I enjoyed a piece of fudge infused with vanilla and 

a pumpkin zest. (Yes, I get my adjectives for food from saucy maitre d's. It adds spice to my life and to my 

settlement demands.) Alas, there were no trees, well, none that the law wouldn't frown upon me for 

liberating, so I moved on. 

 

In my goal to forsake the modern amenities that led to my soft hands, I left the GPS at home and just made 

random turns as I crawled deeper into the various valleys. Maps are for sucks. The farther I went, the louder 

the banjoes got. Only something such as the State Fair draws some of these people out of their valley. 

("Marshall, Will, and Holly.... On a routine expedition... when the greatest earthquake ever known... high on 

the rapids, it shook their tiny raft, until they fell a thousand feet below, to the lan-hand of the lost, to the lan-

hand of the lah-ah-lost." But, I digress.)                              

          Continued on next page….. 
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Eventually, I stumbled on a sign that proclaimed a cut-your-own-tree place was ahead. Instead of a parking 

lot, the farmer simply opened his orchard. Alas, parallel parking is just not part of my repertoire and I now 

had to park between quite expensive SUV's with the increased difficulty of random trees thrown in. Beads of 

sweat began to form. I ended up repeatedly circling around the orchard to find a place where an aircraft 

carrier’s captain would feel comfortable docking. "No need to contact the neighborhood watch, my fellow 

suburbanites; I’m not casing the joint. I’m simply performing victory laps." So, I ended up kind of far away, 

but I could use the exercise. 

 

I then acquired my supplies: Hot apple cider, a saw, and a long stick. Why the long stick? (Aside: a horse 

walks into a bar, and the bartender says, "Why the long face?") At first glance, the long stick appears to be 

a measuring stick because you pay for the tree by the foot. It lets you know what size tree to cut down. 

Then, it morphs into a walking stick as you hunt the wily trees in the forest. The best place to hide a tree, after 

all, is in a forest. It can also be used to point: "I say, old bean, look at that fine specimen of a tree yonder." 

Then, it takes a more violent turn as it can ward off any rival suitors for your tree. "On Guard!" "But I’m not 

really left handed." Remorseful, it takes a jocular bent and is used to poke the tree branches above and 

cause a cascade of hoarded rain to fall upon anyone lagging behind. 

After wandering through the various types of trees, I finally found one. Well, it was more like two trees. The 

top half was perfect. It was a silver tip. (Silver is this year's gold!) But, the bottom half had just gotten a call 

back for "Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown".  

 

I nonchalantly looked to the left and then slyly glanced to the right. I then slowly looked over my shoulder 

and raised an eyebrow. Satisfied the coast was clear, I got the saw and topped the tree. Scandalous! I 

immediately made my escape before I could be discovered. I didn't run, however, because a.) that brings 

attention to yourself, and b.) I was at the bottom of the hill and I'm just not in that kind of shape. Plus, the 

threat of splinters was still very real. 

 

After finally wrestling the thing to the top of the hill, and after many stops to decompress ("I'm not tired, I just 

don't want the bends", I gasped with my hands on my knees), I got in line to pay for it. The triumphant hunter 

had returned. "Sound the horn of Orlando for Charlemagne hast returned!" 

 

Naturally, I had to have some sort of big game hunter quip to tell the person who was mounting the tree on 

the top of my car. Various movie quotes went through my mind, but I settled on, "Goin’ need a bigger 

boat". 

 

So, I found my tree, but did I find balance? Let’s recap: I hunted; I used tools; I braved the woods; I vini vidi 

vici’d; and I, drat, dang splinters.... 

2014 NOMINATED SCBA BOARD  
 

OFFICERS 

 

 

 

 

President 

Vice President  

Secretary 

Treasurer

     

Jeff L. Bean 

Sally K. Chenault 

Keric J. Cushing 

Robert F. Farrace 

                                          BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                           Michael R. Dennis      Jeffrey W. Mangar 

                         Andrew S. Mendlin      Dean P. Petrulakis 

                           Kristina M. Seward     Stacy P. Speiller  (Nominated 11/6/13) 

 

                                                 EX OFFICIO 

                                        Rebecca A. Roberson 
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                                          STANISLAUS  COUNTY  BAR  ASSOCIATION 

804 14th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

(209) 571-5729  ◊  Fax (209) 529-6130 

www.stanbar.org 

2013 OFFICERS 

           President           Rebecca A. Roberson 

                      Vice President            Jeff L. Bean 

                 Secretary        Sally K. Chenault   

                               Treasurer        Keric J. Cushing 

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Robert F. Farrace 

Michael R. Dennis 

Jeffrey W. Mangar  

Andrew S. Mendlin 

Dean P. Petrulakis 

Kristina M. Seward 
 

EX OFFICIO 

Marlisa A. Ferreira 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Deana Skelton 
 

LAWYERS REFERRAL SERVICE 

Michelle Fee 

 

 

 

ARE YOUR STATE  

BAR RECORDS CURRENT? 

 
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE 

§6002.1 REQUIRES ALL ATTORNEYS 
TO REPORT CHANGES TO THEIR 

ADDRESS & PHONE #s TO THE STATE 
BAR WITHIN 30 DAYS.  YOU CAN 

CHECK YOUR CURRENT LISTING AT 
www.calbar.org 

 

Business Card - $50 

Quarter Page - $150 

Half Page - $300 

Full Page - $600 
 
 

 

 

10% Discount for multiple issues! 

 

 

http://www.stanbar.org/

