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I once heard of a young new attorney who was flying from Los Angeles to New York. The attorney had recently  
graduated from a prestigious school at the top of his class and was to be employed at a large law firm in New York.  
The young man had accomplished much in his life, so far, and was anxious to tackle the world and to put his mark on it.  
 
As the young attorney settled into his seat he noted that the passenger sitting next to him was an elderly man who  
appeared to be well dressed and successful. Assuming that the elderly gentleman was someone of financial means and  
of some importance the young attorney wanted to make a good impression and attempted to start up a conversation. The attorney introduced himself 
and the elderly man politely responded exchanging pleasantries.  
 
The young attorney noted that the man was carrying an old and tattered book. “You know, we live in an age where we no longer need to carry books. 
All information that ever was can now be found by using these electronic devises. By using these devises we now have access to more information 
than all previous generations combined. And this generation will, if I dare say, be much more productive than all prior generations. There is no 
question that you could pose to me that I could not find the answer using these devises and the internet.”   
 
While the elderly gentleman expressed his doubts that all of life’s questions could be answered using the technology of today, the young attorney was 
adamantly insistent. “I’ll tell you what, let us make a wager. To demonstrate how superior today’s technology is in finding answers to questions from 
that of more antiquated methods of learning, if I can pose a question that you cannot answer you must pay me $5. However, if you can pose a 
question that I cannot answer I will pay you $50.” The elderly gentleman reluctantly agreed to the wager.   
 
The attorney started the contest first and asked, “How many miles is it from the earth to the moon?” The elderly gentleman thought for a minute and 
then pulled out his wallet and handed the attorney a $5 bill. 
 
The attorney thanked him and said, “Now it is your turn.” The elderly gentleman asked, “What goes up a hill on four legs but comes down the hill on 
three?” The attorney commenced searching the internet, researching all known animals, insects, reptiles and other forms of life. The attorney then 
searched the definition of legs, identifying all things that have legs, and then eliminating them one by one as not fitting in the criteria of the question. 
Finally the attorney used his cellular telephone and texted his friends, asking for their assistance to solve the puzzle, but to no avail. During all this 
time the elderly gentleman sat quietly napping or reading his book. As the flight attendant announced their final approach to their destination the 
young exasperated attorney announced, “I give up. I cannot find the answer to your question.” The attorney pulls out a $50 bill and hands it to his 
traveling companion. The elderly gentleman thanks him, takes the $50 puts it into his wallet and then returns to reading his book.    
 
The young attorney beside himself with frustration and curiosity says, “So what goes up a hill on four legs and comes down a hill on three?” The 
elderly gentleman sits there for a brief moment, contemplates the question, then pulls out his wallet and hands the young attorney a $5 bill. 
 
From this story I am reminded that we can all learn and gain from the experiences and wisdom of our elders.  
That our access to technology does not always provide us with the answers to the questions we look for in  
life. And so I want to encourage all of you to have one of those experiences that you cannot solely obtain  
from the internet, and to attend our Bench-Bar Dinner on Thursday, October 16, 2014. This year we are  
pleased to have Dr. Melba Beals, one of the first nine students integrated into an all-white high school in  
Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957 following the landmark United States Supreme Court case of Brown v. Board  
of Education, 347 U.S. 483. These students were initially prevented from entering the racially segregated  
school by the then Governor of Arkansas, and were allowed to attend only after the intervention of President  
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Dr. Beals’ recounting of her personal experience during this era will bring to each of  
us a greater appreciation of the civil rights we presently enjoy. We anticipate a great and thought provoking  
experience, one you will remember for some time. If you have not already obtained your tickets for this  
event please contact the SBCA Office. This is one event you don’t want to miss. 
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https://stanbar.org/?attachment_id=1452
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                   ** You may also register & pay online for all Bar Association events, at STANBAR.ORG **     

      OCTOBER  
3    MCLE: ‘The Document Management System & Updates in Family Law,’ by Judge Jack  

       Jacobson, in the Jury Room, from 12-1 p.m., and worth 1 hour of general credit.  
 

16   BENCH-BAR DINNER – Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m., Martin Petersen Center.  Keynote Speaker:  

       Dr. Melba Beals, original “Little Rock Nine” member. You may also go to STANBAR.ORG to pay  

       and register online for this and other events. Limited seating – so hurry!   

         

        NOVEMBER  
  7   JUDICIAL CALENDAR LUNCH –  The S.O.S. Club, Friday from 12-1 p.m., covering 2015 Court  

       updates and upcoming changes from Superior Court and worth1 hour general MCLE credit! 
 

14    MCLE: ‘Identity Theft,’ by Sheriff Adam Christianson, in the Jury Room, from 12-1 p.m., and worth   

       1 hour of general credit.  
 

21   MCLE: ‘Human Trafficking,’ by Carol Shipley, Assistant District Attorney and Debbie Johnson,  

       Founder/CEO of Without Permission, in the Jury Room, from 12-1 p.m., and worth 1 hour credit. 

 

     DECEMBER 
5    HOLIDAY LUNCHEON – The S.O.S. Club, from 12-1 p.m., 2015 SCBA Officer’s & Board of Directors  

      Installation, Stanislaus County Student Choir Christmas Carols, Local Charity Donations, and  

      a lunch Buffet. 
 

12   MCLE: ‘ADA Part 1: Access & Accommodation Requirements,’ by Michael Ijams, Esq. of Berliner  

       Cohen, in the Jury Room, 12-1 p.m., 1 hour of general credit.   
 

19   MCLE: ‘Juvenile Delinquency,’ Judge Shawn Bessey of Stanislaus County and Olivia Lopez,   

       Supervising Probation Officer, in the Jury Room, 12-1 p.m., and worth 1 hour credit.  
 

 

 

     JANUARY “2015” 
9    MCLE: ‘2015 Employment Update,’ by Matt Hawkins, Loura Erickson and Kristina Vaz of 

      McCormick Barstow, LLP. In the Jury Room, from 12-1 p.m., and worth 1 hour of credit.   

                

                        

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

       

MIN. CONTINUING 
LEGAL EDUCATION 

Group 2 (H – M) 
2/1/12 – 1/31/15 

Deadline: 2/1/2015 

 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE  
CALIFORNIA RULES OF COURT 

Effective on January 1st to July 1st, 2014 
 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/ 

documents/2014-07-1_Rules_doc.pdf   

 

This is a link to short summaries of 

rule amendments recently adopted 

but the Judicial Council.  Please refer 

to the history legend of each rule for 

its effective date. 

 

 

ARE YOUR STATE  

BAR RECORDS CURRENT? 
 

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS 

CODE §6002.1 REQUIRES 

ALL ATTORNEYS TO 

REPORT CHANGES TO 

THEIR ADDRESS & PHONE 

#s TO THE STATE BAR 

WITHIN 30 DAYS.  YOU 

CAN CHECK YOUR 

CURRENT LISTING AT 

www.calbar.org 

 

NON SEQUITUR 
Ad Rates: 

 

Business Card - $50 

Quarter Page - $150 

Half Page - $300 

Full Page - $600 
 

10% Discount on multiple issues! 

 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/%20documents/
http://www.courts.ca.gov/%20documents/
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     Judy A. Jensen, Esq 
Formerly with Berliner Cohen & now with 

Gianelli & Associates, APLC 
1014 16th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

Ph: (209) 521-6260 
jjensen@gianelli-law.com 

 

John T. Resso, Esq. 
New address 

1020 15th Street, Modesto CA 95354 
Ph: (209) 572-5008  Fax: (209) 572-5010 

john@ressolaw.com 

        Ralph Gaarde, Esq. 
Retired after 45 years 

Files & documents are with 
Paul Echols 

611 13th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pablo Tagre, Esq. 
New address 

TAGRE LAW OFFICE, APC 
1100 J Street, Modesto CA 95354 

Ph: (888) 597-9685    
                                                      

 

 

 

 

LAWYER’S REFERRAL SERVICE 
 

 

 
 

 

If you answer “YES” to the above, please consider serving on the LRS panel. 

As an SCBA member, you only pay a $50 annual LRS panel fee! 

 

Simple appointment process:  LRS representative will schedule appointments with your office 

at your convenience with clients who have a matter in your area(s) of expertise.  The client 

pays a $50.00 administrative fee to us over the phone, for a 30-minute consultation.  Each 

month you will receive a statement from the LRS listing your appointments for that month.  All 

you do is indicate the LRS clients who kept their appointments (and those that did not), and 

send the statement back to the LRS office. 
 

 

 

For more information, call the LRS at (209) 571-5729 or go to stanbar.org 
California State Bar Certificate No. 44 

 

 

Michael B. Ijams, Esq. 
Formerly of Curtis Legal Group 

Berliner Cohen  
1130 12th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

Ph: (209) 576-1197 
 www.berliner.com 
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“BENCH-BAR DINNER” 
Thursday, October 16, 2014  ~  Martin G. Petersen Event Center 

720 Twelfth Street, Modesto CA 95354  ~  Beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Keynote Speaker:  DR. MELBA BEALS, One of the original  

“Little Rock Nine” 
Go to STANBAR.ORG to register or see flyer in this issue of the Non Sequitur. 

 
  

 

Lenore Anne Maurice  
September 9, 1945 to August 11, 2014 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  Lenore Anne Maurice died at the age of 68 at her home in Modesto, CA. She was born 

September 9th, 1945 in Buffalo, NY to the late Irene and Clarence Schieber. Passionate Public 

Defender, generous supporter of the arts and volunteer at the Gallo Center for the Arts, world 

traveler, dedicated Social Worker, and loyal friend, she gave to us all much more than we could have 

expected. She is survived by her husband, Eugen, and his children, Monica and Octav. Lenore will 

be dearly missed by her family, friends and colleagues.  

 
 

 
Stephen Sidwell 

September 9, 1946 - September 2, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stephen Mitchell Sidwell ~ The world had no idea it was about to get a little better when 

Stephen Mitchell Sidwell nearly dropped right out of his mom and into an outhouse in 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 68 years ago next week. At age 3 doctors told Steve that because of the 

polio virus he'd contracted, he'd never walk again. 17 surgeries and a couple years living 

in the hospital later, Steve answered them by waltzing out the door and getting behind 

the wheel of a Ford Fairlane. It turns out that despite his trove of tricks and Yankee 

ingenuity, he never did a tour in Vietnam, but he did marry the prettiest girl in all of Foster 

City anyway, and he and Debbie planted themselves on the edge of Modesto in a perfect country home just past 

a walnut orchard where they lived for almost 25 years. If Steve helped you get out of a fix, chances are it was 

while he was practicing law as a smooth-talking attorney or with a good-natured wisecrack that brightened your 

day. Or if you happened to get a few extra dollar bills or a box of groceries on your porch at Christmastime when 

you were down to your last penny, that just might have been him too. He raised 5 kids, Stephen, Bethany, Adam, 

Jarom and Anne, who still are trying as hard as they can to be just like him. He has 10 grandchildren so far, with 

who knows how many more on the way. His wife Debbie, mom Mary Sidwell, brother Stan and sister Sonja are all 

going to miss him dearly. Steve was a darn good Mormon, spending many of his weeknights and all of his 

Sundays helping people in and out of the Church. No doubt he's having a grand time on the other side, but the 

world is a little sadder today at his passing. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/modestobee/obituary.aspx?n=stephen-sidwell&pid=172352379
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    SCBA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
  

 

The SCBA office continues to accept 

contributions for the 2015 Scholarship Fund.  

Our goal for 2015 is to provide two $1,000 

Scholarship Awards to Stanislaus County 

High School seniors at the Law Day Lunch 

in May 2015.  Please  

send contributions  

to: SCBA, 804 14th St,  

Modesto, CA 95354 

 

      Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

Stanislaus County Legal Professionals Assn (SCLPA): 
 

“MYSTERY DINNER” 
December 10th 

6:00 p.m. 
Family Connections Christian Adoptions 

 
Save the date! More info to follow at SCLPA.ORG 

                                    NO OPENINGS  
                                 AT THIS TIME 

 
 

 
If you have a position you would like to fill – this is a FREE Ad 
section. Contact Deana at deana@stanbar.org or (209) 571-
5729 with job details for our next quarterly Non Seq issue. 

 

The Honorable Hurl Johnson (Ret.) is now 
Of Counsel at 

McCormick Barstow LLP 

1125 I St, Ste 1, Modesto CA 95354 

Direct (209) 809-2014 

Main (209) 524-1100 - Fax (209) 524-1188 

www.mccormickbarstow.com 
 
 

Judge Johnson’s practice is in mediation and alternative dispute 
resolution. He is now serving as a neutral in matters involving civil 
litigation, including contracts and commercial disputes, personal 
injury, employment, insurance, professional malpractice, probate 

and family law. 

 

      
STANISLAUS COUNTY LEGAL PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATION meets the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 6pm.  Meetings are open to 

anyone and our goal is to provide continuing 
education for those in the legal field as well as 
scholarship opportunities for those studying to 

become support staff in the legal field. 
 

You can find more information on our website 
at www.sclpa.org or you can contact the 

Membership Chair, Janice Williams, CCLS at 
stanislauscountylpa@gmail.com. 

          

 

 

 
 

Stanislaus County Legal Professional's Association is taking 

applications for the Bernice Tabbert Scholarship program. This is a 

scholarship granted to those individuals interested in pursuing an 

opportunity in the legal profession. The scholarship specifically 

excludes law school. Past recipients have studied to become legal 

secretaries, paralegals, and court reporters. The deadline for 

submission is October 31, 2014. For more information, please 

contact Kelly at  
(209) 499-0373 or GregersonJohnson@msn.com 

 

mailto:deana@stanbar.org
http://www.mccormickbarstow.com/
http://www.sclpa.org/
mailto:stanislauscountylpa@gmail.com
tel:%28209%29%20499-0373
mailto:GregersonJohnson@msn.com
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FROM THE LAW LIBRARY 
SOMETHING FOR NOTHING… 
 

It’s not often that we are given something of value for no cost without strings attached; your Law Library is an exception.  Here, 
we still offer a full Westlaw subscription, access to all CEB titles, current forms and form books,  Rutter Group and Thomson 
West publication access, and now we have partnered with LA Law Library to bring you  access to Fastcase, HeinOnline, Infotrac 
(including Legaltrac), LLMC Digital, SmartRules, and Wolters Kluwer Law and Business (Corporate and Tax). There is no charge 
to use these services.  
 

If you just can’t get down to see our smiling faces, we can point you to our favorite free legal research websites: 
 

1. Google Scholar – Case Law for all 52 States and all Federal Jurisdictions dating back to the early 1900s.  
Includes a Shepards’-like “Cited By” reference to citing cases.  Search by title, citation or subject.  
www.scholar.google.com . 

 

2. California Courts - Free Lexis database search for California cases and slip opinions.  Includes Official 
Reports.  www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm;  Also offers free, fillable Judicial Council forms with instructions 
and self-help guides. www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm . 

 

3. Leg Info – Current California Statutes cross-referenced with a full legislative history (including the full 
amending legislation text) from 1993 to present.   http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml .  For 
Federal legislation try the Library of Congress search at www.loc.gov.  

 

4. Cornell’s Legal Information Institute- United States Code & Code of Federal Regulations, annotated and 
updated, searchable by section and subject.  http://www.law.cornell.edu.  

 

5. Get Human – O.k. it’s not necessarily legal research but if you are tired of pounding your way through an 
automated phone-tree to get to a human being, try looking for a direct dial at www.gethuman.com .  

 

6. StanLaw.Org – The most important site of course! Here you will find links to all of the above, free access to 
nolo-press publications and much much more.  www.stanlaw.org.  

 

Our Internet Legal Research Basics classes will be starting up in October, and will be offered at Library cost.  If you have staff 
that would like to attend, give us a call at (209) 558-7759.   
 
 
 

 

 

What's the difference  

between a lawyer and God? 

 

God doesn't think 

he's a lawyer. 
 

                         Hawaiian Attorney’s Law Office 

 

http://www.scholar.google.com/
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.gethuman.com/
http://www.stanlaw.org/
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STANISLAUS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION  

would like to recognize and thank the generous donations and support of the following  

2014 Bench-Bar Dinner Sponsors:  
 
  

Union Bank of Modesto 

Damrell, Nelson, Schrimp, Pallios, Pacher & Silva 

E. & J. Gallo Winery 

Gianelli & Associates, APC 

Borton Petrini, LLP 

McCormick Barstow, LLP 

Curtis Legal Group 

Rodarakis & Sousa, APC 

Cash- Dudley, Speiller & Torres 

Law Office of Rebecca A. Roberson 

Law Office of Joyce A. Gandelman 

Honorable Ricardo Cordova 

Nicole Bolson Baarts of SEYFARTH SHAW LLP 

Stanislaus Office of County Counsel 

The Farrace Law Firm, PC 

Villalobos Legal Group 

District Attorney’s Office of Stanislaus County 

Mike & Melissa Tozzi 

Doubletree Hotel 

James Ewing Photography 

Delicato Family Vineyards 

Treasury Wine Estates 

 

 “We greatly appreciate your on-going support of our local community events!” 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

      

  



9 
 

    

Business Card - $50 

Quarter Page - $150 

Half Page - $300 

Full Page - $600 
 

 

 

10% Discount for multiple issues! 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Michael R. Dennis 

Jeffrey W. Mangar 

Andrew S. Mendlin 

Kristina M. Seward 

Stacy P. Speiller 

George P. Rodarakis 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Deana Skelton 
 

LAWYERS REFERRAL SERVICE 

Linda Hernandez 
 

LAEX OFFICIO 

Rebecca A. Roberson  

  

                              

 

STANISLAUS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

                   804 14th Street, Modesto CA 95354 

 (209) 571-5729  ◊  Fax (209) 529-6130 

www.stanbar.org 

 

2014 OFFICERS 

President        Jeff L. Bean 

Vice President        Sally K. Chenault 

     Secretary     Keric J Cushing 

         Treasurer        Robert F. Farrace 

 

http://www.stanbar.org/

