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As a business owner, you carry the unique responsibility and opportunity to align your work with God's

greater purpose. Work, as designed by God, is not merely a means of survival or �nancial gain, but a

divine calling—a way to serve others, re�ect Christ's love, and bring glory to God. This book is here to

help you understand how to view your business not only as an enterprise but also as a ministry—an

extension of God's work in the marketplace. 

INTRODUCTION

Throughout this guide, you will discover how to embrace your business as a tool for advancing God’s

kingdom. From biblical perspectives on work to practical steps for applying godly principles in every area

of your business, this book provides a roadmap for integrating faith and work in a way that honors God,

serves your employees and customers, and makes a lasting impact on your community and beyond.  

Additional materials:

Let this book be a catalyst for transforming the way you view your work and your business, so that, in

all things, you can honor God and ful�ll your divine purpose in the marketplace.

Find additional information and more resources online at www.TheDivinePurposeOfWork.com

 The Divine Purpose of Work
 The Divine Purpose of Work - Workbook
 The Divine Purpose of Work - 60-Day Devotional Reading Plan
 The Divine Purpose of Work - Small Group Presentations
 The Divine Purpose of Work - Student version
 Marketplace Ministry resources and implementation plan for churches

https://www.thedivinepurposeofwork.com/
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Chapter 1: Embracing Your Business as a Ministry

Seeing Your Business Through God’s Eyes

As a Christian business owner, you have a unique opportunity to view your business as more than just a

way to earn money or build wealth. It is, in fact, —an extension of God’s calling on your life

to serve, love, and make a di�erence in the world. This perspective can radically transform how you

operate your business, make decisions, interact with employees, and serve customers. Your business is a

platform for , and embracing that truth is the �rst step in aligning your work with God’s

purposes.

a ministry

ministry

In this chapter, we will explore how to shift your mindset from seeing your business as merely a �nancial

venture to understanding it as a . We will also look at the biblical foundation for

why work is an essential part of God’s plan and how you can bring Him glory through your business

every day.

tool for God’s kingdom

By the end of this chapter, you will gain a deeper understanding of your role as a  in the

marketplace and how you can embrace your business as a ministry that glori�es God and serves others.

servant-leader

Understanding the Purpose of Work from a Biblical Perspective

Work Is Part of God’s Original Design

“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the �sh

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures

that move along the ground.’ So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created

them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in

number; �ll the earth and subdue it. Rule over the �sh in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every

living creature that moves on the ground.’” Genesis 1:26-28
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  : From the very beginning, when God created the earth, He designed
humanity to work. In Genesis, God calls mankind to  the earth—to  and .
This was not a punishment or a curse; it was part of God’s perfect plan for humanity. The same
principle applies to your business: it is part of God's design for you to use your gifts, skills, and
resources to , , and .

God’s design for work
steward cultivate create

serve others build community manage resources wisely
  : God created us in His image, and as His image-bearers, we are called to
re�ect His , , and  for the world. Your business, whether it’s providing a
service or creating products, is a way to re�ect God’s image to the world. By working with
excellence and integrity, you participate in the work God began at creation.

Imago Dei (Image of God)
creativity productivity care

  : God has entrusted you with resources, talents, and opportunities. A
business is not simply a tool for personal gain, but a place where you steward what God has given
you,  for the good of others and for His glory.

Business as stewardship

managing His creation

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you view your work and business in light of God’s design for humanity? Do you see your
business as a platform for service, creation, and care for others?

2. How can you better re�ect God’s image through your business? What does it look like to steward
your business with excellence and faithfulness?

Viewing Your Business as a Ministry

Your Business as a Platform for Service

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp

and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In

the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your

Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

   Jesus calls us to be the , and this includes the way we
conduct ourselves in the marketplace. Your business provides a to demonstrate the love,
kindness, and integrity of Christ. It’s an opportunity to be a to those you interact with—
whether employees, customers, or clients.

Being a light in the world: light of the world
platform 

witness 
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  : Your business can be a tool to serve your employees, customers,
and the community. It’s a way to meet practical needs and help others �ourish. Whether you’re
o�ering a product, service, or creating jobs, you’re contributing to the well-being of others and
demonstrating God’s care for them.

Business as a tool for ministry

  : In the marketplace, you have the chance to make a 
 in people’s lives. Your business is not only a way to generate pro�t—it’s a  that

serves the practical needs of others. Whether through providing employment, creating value, or
o�ering a service, your business becomes a part of God’s larger mission on earth.

God’s work through your work tangible
di�erence ministry

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you see your business as a ? In what ways can your business serve
others and re�ect Christ’s love?

platform for ministry

2. Consider the relationships you have through your business. How can you be a light to those you
interact with (customers, employees, clients)? What small actions can you take to show Christ’s
love?

The Impact of Faith on Business Practices

Operating with Integrity and Honesty

“The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights �nd favor with him.” Proverbs 11:1

  : Operating with honesty and integrity is essential for a Christian business
owner. Proverbs reminds us that  is something that God detests.
Whether it’s overpricing, misrepresenting products, or taking advantage of others, dishonest
practices are not part of God’s kingdom and should not be part of your business.

Integrity in business
dishonesty in business practices

  : Your actions in business should re�ect the 
—truth, fairness, generosity, and compassion. Treating others with respect, being transparent

in your dealings, and providing fair products and services are ways you can re�ect Christ in your
business.

Re�ecting Christ in business values of the kingdom of
God

  : Integrity leads to —with employees, customers, and vendors. Trust is essential
for long-term success and building a reputation as a . When people see
your integrity, they are more likely to do business with you and support your company.

Building trust trust
business that honors God
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Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you currently incorporate  into your business practices? Are there
areas where you could be more transparent or ethical?

honesty and integrity

2. How can you ensure that your business dealings re�ect  and build trust with others?God’s values

The Role of Faith in Decision-Making

Seeking God’s Guidance in Business Decisions

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it

will be given to him.” James 1:5

  : As a Christian business owner, you are not alone in your
decision-making. James encourages us to seek  in all matters, including business
decisions. Whether it’s hiring decisions, �nancial planning, or navigating challenges, God o�ers

 generously to those who seek it.

God’s wisdom in decision-making
God’s wisdom

wisdom
  : It is essential to include  in your decision-making process. Invite
God into your business decisions and trust Him to guide you. Sometimes the right decision may
not be the most pro�table one, but it is the one that aligns with God’s will and re�ects His heart.

Prayerful decision-making prayer

  : Running a business with faith means you are making decisions not just based on
what seems best in the moment, but on what is in line with God’s principles. Trusting God in
your business means you are making decisions that honor Him, even when it requires  or

.

Faith in action

sacri�ce
taking risks

Re�ection Questions:

1. When making business decisions, do you seek ? How can you incorporate more
prayer and re�ection into your decision-making process?

God’s wisdom

2. Re�ect on a recent decision in your business. Did you feel guided by God’s wisdom in that
decision? How did it turn out, and what would you do di�erently next time?
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The Business Owner as a Servant Leader

Leading with Humility and Compassion

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and

whoever wants to be �rst must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:26-28

  : Jesus exempli�ed —He came to serve, not to be served. As a
Christian business owner, you are called to  and . Your role
as a leader is to empower others, provide guidance, and act in the best interest of those you lead.

Servant leadership servant leadership
lead with humility serve your employees

  : A servant leader cares about the well-being of others. This means creating a
work environment that values employees, providing opportunities for growth, and leading with
empathy and understanding.

Investing in others

  : As a servant leader, you will have a profound in�uence on your business
and its culture. By serving those around you, you not only make a di�erence in their lives but also
create an environment where everyone is encouraged to serve and support one another.

In�uence through service

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you apply the principle of  in your role as a business owner? What are
some practical ways you can serve and care for your employees and customers?

servant leadership

2. Do you lead with  and  in your business? How can you model Christ-like
leadership in your everyday interactions?

humility compassion

Conclusion: Embracing Your Business as a Ministry

As a Christian business owner, embracing your business as a  changes everything. Your work is

not just a way to generate income or achieve personal goals. It is an opportunity to serve God, honor

Him, and re�ect His kingdom in the marketplace. By viewing your business through this lens, you will

not only make a  but also experience a deeper sense of  and 

in your work.

ministry

lasting impact on others ful�llment purpose
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Take time today to re�ect on how you can embrace your business as a . Remember that God has

called you to , , and  your resources for His glory. As you do so, trust that He will guide

you and bless your e�orts, making your business a re�ection of His goodness in the world.

ministry

lead serve steward

Action Steps:

1.  for your business, focusing on how it can be used to serve
others and advance God’s kingdom.
Write a personal mission statement

2.  for wisdom and guidance as you lead your business, seeking God’s will in every decision you
make.
Pray

3. Re�ect on your role as a —what changes can you make today to serve others in your
business more e�ectively?

servant leader



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 10
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Chapter 2: Stewardship of Resources

Understanding Stewardship in Your Business

As a Christian business owner, it’s essential to understand that 

. Stewardship is a central theme in Scripture, and as

stewards, we are called to manage these resources in a way that honors God and aligns with His

purposes. The resources we have in our businesses are not ours to hoard or misuse; they are entrusted to

us for a higher purpose.

everything you have—your resources,

talents, time, and �nances—are gifts from God

In this chapter, we will dive into the concept of stewardship and explore how to 

 in your business. By aligning your business practices with biblical principles, you will honor God

in how you manage your �nances, lead your team, and operate your daily business activities.

manage your resources

wisely

By the end of this chapter, you will have a deeper understanding of what it means to be a faithful

steward in your business and practical steps to help you manage your resources in a way that glori�es

God and builds His kingdom.

Biblical Foundations of Stewardship

Stewardship as God’s Calling

“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the �sh

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures

that move along the ground.’ So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created

them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in

number; �ll the earth and subdue it. Rule over the �sh in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every

living creature that moves on the ground.’” Genesis 1:26-28
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  : From the very beginning, God entrusted humanity with the
responsibility to  the earth. He gave us the task of 
responsibly and multiplying its goodness. As business owners, we inherit this responsibility,
applying it in a modern context: , and 

for the bene�t of others and the glory of God.

God’s original design for stewardship
rule and steward managing His creation

managing resources, creating opportunities cultivating
growth
  The key to biblical stewardship is recognizing
that everything we have—our businesses, �nances, employees, and talents—ultimately belongs to
God. We are simply or of His resources. This understanding helps us approach
our businesses with humility and accountability, knowing that we are answerable to God for how
we manage what He has entrusted to us.

Stewardship is about responsibility, not ownership: 

managers stewards 

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you view your role as a steward in your business? Do you recognize that your business
and resources ultimately belong to God?

2. How can you shift your mindset from seeing your business as “your own” to viewing it as a gift
from God that you are managing for His purposes?

Stewarding Finances in Your Business

Biblical Principles for Financial Management

Proverbs 3:9-10 – “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the �rstfruits of all your crops; then your

barns will be �lled to over�owing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”

Matthew 25:14-30 (The Parable of the Talents)

   The Bible teaches us that p begins with
. In Proverbs 3:9-10, we are instructed to give the  of our earnings back to

God, acknowledging that He is the source of all our wealth. As business owners, this means
prioritizing , and .

Honoring God with �nances: �nancial stewardshi
honoring God �rstfruits

generosity, tithing investing in kingdom work
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  : Financial stewardship involves more than just giving; it also includes
, , , and . In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30),

Jesus emphasizes the importance of —investing what we have wisely so that
it grows and bears fruit. A good steward makes decisions that honor God by ensuring the �nancial
health and sustainability of their business.

Managing money wisely
budgeting saving investing avoiding debt

faithful management

  : Running your business with  in �nancial matters means being
transparent with your accounting practices, paying fair wages, and avoiding shortcuts or
dishonesty. God cares about the way we manage money, and when we align our �nances with His
principles, we re�ect His character in our business.

Financial integrity integrity

Re�ection Questions:

1. Do you honor God with the  in your business? Are you actively giving back to
God through tithing, charitable giving, or supporting ministries?

�nancial resources

2. What changes can you make in your �nancial management practices to better align with biblical
principles of , , and ?budgeting saving investing

Stewarding People: Employees and Customers

Treating People as God’s Stewards

Ephesians 6:7-8 – “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, because you know

that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.”

Colossians 4:1 – “Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you

also have a Master in heaven.”

   Your employees, customers, and business partners are not just assets or
numbers—they are people created in God’s image. Stewarding people means treating them with
dignity, respect, and fairness. As business owners, we are called to  in the way we lead
and interact with them, always keeping God’s love and justice at the forefront.

People are God’s resources:

serve others
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  : Employees are vital to the success of your business. Stewarding
your people means providing fair wages, creating a positive work culture, and helping them grow
professionally and spiritually. Treating employees as valuable partners rather than mere workers
fosters trust and loyalty, which bene�ts both your business and your team.

Serving employees with integrity

  : Customers are also a key resource in your business. Stewarding them
means providing quality service, being honest in your marketing and sales, and valuing their needs
above mere pro�ts. Building long-term relationships based on  and  will strengthen your
business and honor God’s command to love others.

Serving customers with care

trust care

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you treat your  and  in your business? Do you view them as partners
in God’s mission, deserving of respect and fairness?

employees customers

2. What speci�c changes can you make to improve the way you serve your employees and customers
in alignment with biblical principles?

Stewarding Time and Productivity

Time as a Precious Resource

Ephesians 5:15-16 – “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most

of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”

Psalm 90:12 – “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

   Time is one of the most valuable resources we have. As business owners,
it’s easy to get caught up in the urgency of daily tasks and demands, but 

 is an essential part of good stewardship. Psalm 90:12 reminds us to ,
recognizing that time is limited and we must make the most of every opportunity.

Time is a gift from God:
wisely managing your

time number our days

  : Stewarding your time well involves setting , focusing on what is most
important, and delegating tasks that can be done by others. Ephesians 5:15-16 challenges us to live
wisely, making the most of our time by staying focused on goals that align with God’s purposes.

Prioritizing tasks priorities
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  : Time management isn’t just about being productive—it’s also about
maintaining balance. Overworking can lead to , which a�ects both your health and the
health of your business. Stewardship involves  and  ourselves so we can work
e�ectively and e�ciently.

Avoiding burnout
burnout

resting refreshing

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you manage your  in your business? Are you making the most of your time by
prioritizing tasks that align with God’s calling?

time

2. What adjustments can you make to your daily routine to be more intentional about 
 and avoiding burnout?

stewarding
your time

  : As your business grows, it’s important to remain grounded
in the understanding that growth is a stewardship opportunity. Growth should not just be about
expanding pro�ts—it should be about ful�lling God’s purposes through your business. Whether
you’re expanding your team, increasing sales, or improving operations, every decision should be
made with the goal of honoring God and serving others.

Growing your business with purpose

  : Your business can have a lasting impact, not only through the products
and services you o�er but also through the  you leave. Proverbs 16:3 encourages us to
commit our work to God, and when we do, He will establish our plans. A godly legacy can include
investing in people, leaving a mark on your community, and setting an example of integrity and
service.

Leaving a godly legacy
legacy

  : Stewarding business growth means being  to the vision God has
given you, managing resources responsibly, and building a business that has both 

 and .

Faithfulness in growth faithful
short-term

success long-term impact

Stewardship of Business Growth and Legacy

Growing Your Business for God’s Glory

Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”

Matthew 25:21 – “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with

a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’”
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Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you approach growth in your business? Are you focused on growth for the sake of
pro�ts, or are you growing your business with a  in mind?biblical purpose

2. What legacy do you want to leave through your business? How can you align your long-term goals
with  for your business?God’s vision

Conclusion: Stewardship as Faithful Management

Stewardship is not just a �nancial practice—it is a  of . Whether you are

managing �nances, time, people, or growth,  is at the heart of

stewardship. As business owners, we are called to be responsible with the resources God has given us,

using them to serve others, honor God, and build a legacy that impacts His kingdom.

heart posture faithfulness

faithfulness to God’s purposes

As you move forward in your business, remember that your role as a steward is to manage wisely, give

generously, and seek God’s guidance in every decision. By doing so, you will not only honor God, but

also build a business that re�ects His character and advances His purposes.

Action Steps:

1.  for your business that includes managing �nances, people, time, and
growth in a way that honors God.
Create a stewardship plan

2. : Ask God to guide you in making faithful decisions as you steward the resources
He has entrusted to you.
Pray for wisdom

3. : Are you building a legacy that aligns with God’s
purposes? Write down one speci�c change you can make today to steward your business with an
eternal focus.

Re�ect on your long-term business goals
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Chapter 3: Serving Others Through Your Business

Your Business as a Platform for Service

As a Christian business owner, one of the most powerful ways you can impact the world is by 

. Whether you’re interacting with employees, customers, suppliers, or your

broader community, every decision and action you take in your business can be an opportunity to

, , and .

serving

others through your business

re�ect Christ’s love show grace serve others

Too often, business owners focus solely on pro�t margins, growth metrics, and e�ciency, neglecting the

profound truth that —at its core—is about . Your business is not just a machine for

generating income; it is a  to those you come into contact with, o�ering you the chance to live

out your faith and values in tangible, practical ways.

business people

ministry

In this chapter, we will explore how to integrate , , and 

 into every aspect of your business. We’ll look at how serving others goes beyond a business model;

it becomes a  to re�ect God’s character and extend His love through every action and

decision.

servant leadership customer care employee well-

being

biblical mandate

By the end of this chapter, you will understand how your business can be a —

meeting the practical and spiritual needs of others and demonstrating God’s kingdom on earth.

platform for service

Serving Employees: Leading with Integrity and Care

Treating Employees as Valuable Partners

Ephesians 6:7-8 – “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, because you know

that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.”

Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for

human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the

Lord Christ you are serving.”
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  : Every person who works in your business, from entry-level to
management, is a person of  in God’s eyes. Treating them with respect, kindness,
and dignity re�ects God’s love for them. As a Christian business owner, you are called to lead not
as a taskmaster, but as a , someone who seeks the best for their team and fosters an
environment where they feel  and .

Employees are valued by God
in�nite worth

servant leader
valued empowered

  : Jesus demonstrated servant leadership, washing the feet of His disciples,
showing that true leadership is about service, not dominance. Ephesians 6:7-8 and Colossians
3:23-24 remind us that we should lead as if we are working directly for the Lord, giving our best
and treating employees with fairness and love.

Servant leadership

  : Serving your employees means more than paying them well and
treating them fairly. It also means investing in their personal and professional development. When
employees see that their growth is a priority for you, they are more likely to be loyal, productive,
and committed to the success of your business.

Investing in employee growth

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you treat your employees as valuable partners in the work God has called you to do?
What practical steps can you take today to show them that you care for their well-being, both
personally and professionally?

2. In what areas can you improve your leadership style to better re�ect  and the
love of Christ?

servant leadership

Serving Customers: Putting People First

Creating a Customer-Centered Business

Matthew 7:12 – “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up

the Law and the Prophets.”

Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of sel�sh ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others

above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”
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  : Matthew 7:12, often referred to as the Golden Rule, challenges us
to treat others as we would want to be treated. When it comes to business, this principle is about
more than providing good customer service—it’s about viewing each customer as an individual
created in God’s image, with unique needs and desires. By treating customers with ,

, and , you are honoring God and building a long-lasting relationship based on
trust.

The Golden Rule in Business

respect
kindness integrity

  : Serving customers means prioritizing their needs over pro�t margins. It’s
about going the extra mile, delivering quality, and treating each person with dignity. Philippians
2:3-4 encourages us to , which is an essential principle when
interacting with customers. Their satisfaction should be more important than simply making a
sale.

Putting people �rst

value others above ourselves

  : Serving customers isn’t just about completing a transaction—it’s
about building . When you engage with your customers as people and not just “sales,”
you create a customer experience that re�ects the love and care of Christ. This can lead to greater
loyalty, word-of-mouth recommendations, and a stronger brand reputation.

Going beyond transactions
relationships

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you apply the  in your customer interactions? What are some practical ways
you can serve your customers with excellence and compassion?

Golden Rule

2. In what ways can you build stronger  with your customers rather than focusing solely
on sales? How can you demonstrate that you truly care about their needs?

relationships

Serving the Community: Using Your Business for Social Good

Business as a Force for Good

Jeremiah 29:7 – “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.

Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Isaiah 58:10 – “If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.”
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  : Serving your community doesn’t mean you have to
operate a nonpro�t or charity (though that’s certainly a valid calling). Your business can make a
signi�cant social impact through , , and 

. By giving back to your community and prioritizing , you are re�ecting God’s
heart for the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized.

The opportunity to contribute to social good

ethical business practices employment opportunities social
responsibility justice

  : Isaiah 58:10 reminds us that when we meet the needs of others,
especially the vulnerable, our light will shine brightly in the world.  is a key aspect of
serving others. This can take many forms—donating a portion of your pro�ts to charity,
partnering with local organizations, or simply being generous with your time and expertise.

The power of generosity
Generosity

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can your business serve the  around you? Are there any speci�c needs in your
community that your business could help meet?

community

2. How can you use your business as a —whether through ethical practices,
community involvement, or charitable giving?

force for good

Serving with a Purpose: Integrating Faith and Work

Viewing Work as Worship

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since

you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are

serving.” Colossians 3:23-24

  : Jeremiah 29:7 teaches us that as God’s people, we are called to seek
the peace and prosperity of the communities we live in. Your business can play a signi�cant role in
improving the  of your community by o�ering products or services that meet real needs,
creating jobs, or supporting local initiatives.

A call to serve the community

well-being
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  : As a Christian business owner, it’s important to view your work not just as a
means of earning money or achieving success, but as an act of worship. Colossians 3:23-24
reminds us that when we work, we are ultimately working for the Lord, not just for human gain.
This means we are called to do our best in every task—whether big or small—to honor God and
serve others.

Work as worship

  : Serving others through your business is an expression of your . Every
customer you serve, every employee you lead, and every decision you make can be an opportunity
to re�ect Christ’s love and live out your faith in the marketplace. By integrating faith and work,
you create a business that is both a place of service to others and a testimony of God’s goodness in
the world.

Faith in the marketplace faith

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you approach ? Are there any areas where you are not giving your best
e�ort? How can you change your mindset to see all work as part of God’s calling?

work as worship

2. How can you  more fully? Are there speci�c
actions you can take to re�ect Christ more clearly through your business?

integrate your faith into your business practices

Conclusion: Your Business as a Platform for Service

As a Christian business owner, your business is not just a place of commerce—it is a 

. Serving your employees, customers, and community with integrity, generosity, and love re�ects

the heart of God and demonstrates the power of the gospel in the marketplace.

platform for

service

By leading with , focusing on , and using your business as a tool for

, you are making a lasting impact for God’s kingdom. Your work is a ministry, and each day

provides new opportunities to serve others, build relationships, and glorify God in the world.

servant leadership customer care

social good
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Action Steps:

1. : How can you serve your employees, customers, and community
in a way that re�ects Christ’s love? Write down one action you can take today to serve someone in
your business with excellence.

Re�ect on your current service

2. : Are there areas where you could improve your 
? Identify one change you can make to better serve your customers and show them that

you care.

Evaluate your customer service customer
experience

3. : How can your business contribute to the  of
your local community? Write down one initiative or partnership you can create to serve your
community.

Create a plan for community involvement well-being



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 22
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Chapter 4: Operating with Integrity and Ethics

The Heart of Christian Business Practices

Integrity and ethics are at the core of what it means to run a business that honors God. In the

marketplace, businesses are often measured by their ability to deliver products, satisfy customers, and

make a pro�t. However, as a Christian business owner, you are called to a higher standard—one that

re�ects the  in every transaction, decision, and relationship.character of Christ

Operating with integrity means being truthful, transparent, and honest in all aspects of your business,

while maintaining the highest ethical standards. It is about more than just —it’s about

demonstrating , , and  in all your dealings. Ethical business practices are

not only a witness to the world but also a re�ection of your commitment to living out your faith in the

workplace.

following the law

moral excellence fairness justice

In this chapter, we will explore how to embed  and  into the very fabric of your business

operations. We’ll examine how you can maintain high ethical standards, uphold justice in your business

dealings, and navigate challenges with a strong moral compass.

integrity ethics

By the end of this chapter, you will have practical insights into how to operate your business with

integrity, as well as how to handle di�cult ethical dilemmas in a way that honors God and serves others.

Biblical Foundations of Integrity and Ethics

Integrity as a Re�ection of God’s Character

Proverbs 11:1 – “The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights �nd favor with him.”

Psalm 15:1-2 – “Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? The

one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from their heart.”



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 23
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

  : Integrity is more than just being honest; it is about aligning our
actions with God’s character. In Proverbs 11:1, we see that God values honesty and fairness in
business dealings. Dishonesty, in any form, is an o�ense to God, while truth and righteousness
re�ect His holiness.

Integrity re�ects God’s holiness

  : When you operate with integrity, you build —with employees,
customers, suppliers, and the broader community. Trust is a cornerstone of a successful business
and re�ects the  of God. Psalm 15:1-2 paints a picture of the kind of person who
walks blamelessly before God: someone who speaks the truth and does what is right. This is the
model for how we should approach every business decision and interaction.

Integrity builds trust trust

trustworthiness

  : As Christians, we are called to a higher standard of ethical behavior
than the world often expects. Operating with integrity means being committed to 

, going beyond mere legal compliance to actively uphold , , and  in
all your dealings.

Moral excellence in business
moral

excellence justice fairness honesty

Re�ection Questions:

1. How does integrity in your business re�ect ? Are there areas where your business
practices could be more aligned with biblical principles of honesty and fairness?

God’s character

2. How can you cultivate  in your business, ensuring that every decision you make is
rooted in truth and justice?

moral excellence

Ethical Decision-Making: Navigating Dilemmas with God’s Wisdom

Principles for Making Ethical Decisions

James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without

reproach, and it will be given to him.”

  : As a Christian business owner, you will inevitably face situations where the
right course of action is not immediately clear. James 1:5 reminds us that when we lack wisdom,
we can  for guidance. God promises to give wisdom generously to those who seek it. In
business, and are key to making ethical decisions that honor God.

Seeking God’s wisdom

ask God
prayer re�ection 

Proverbs 2:6 – “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
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  : Proverbs 2:6 tells us that wisdom comes from
the Lord, and it’s through His wisdom that we can navigate di�cult situations. When faced with
ethical dilemmas, we should �lter our decisions through the lens of biblical principles such as

, , , and  for others.

Applying biblical principles to business dilemmas

honesty justice compassion respect
  : Ethical decision-making requires consistency. It’s easy to justify a
questionable action when it bene�ts the business in the short-term. However, as Christians, we
must consistently make decisions that align with biblical standards, even when it’s di�cult or
costly. Each ethical decision we make impacts the reputation of our business and our witness to
others.

Principled decision-making

Re�ection Questions:

1. When faced with an ethical dilemma in your business, do you actively seek  through
prayer and Scripture? How can you better integrate  into your decision-making
process?

God’s wisdom
biblical wisdom

2. Can you think of a recent decision where you faced a dilemma? How did you handle it, and what
would you do di�erently if you applied a more biblically-centered decision-making process?

Integrity in Business Practices: Fairness and Transparency

Upholding Fairness and Transparency in All Dealings

Proverbs 16:11 - “Honest scales and balances belong to the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his

making.” 

  : Integrity in business means —treating everyone with respect and
honoring your agreements. Proverbs 16:11 emphasizes that honesty and fairness in business
practices belong to God. As stewards of His resources, we must ensure that our business dealings
re�ect His justice and fairness. This means pricing products or services fairly, ful�lling contracts,
and treating employees and customers with respect.

Fairness in business fairness

Leviticus 19:13 - “Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker

overnight.”
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  : Transparency in business involves being  and  about your
pricing, policies, and practices. Customers, employees, and partners appreciate businesses that are
clear and upfront about what they o�er and how they operate. Transparency fosters long-term
relationships built on trust, which ultimately bene�ts both the business and the community.

Transparency builds trust open honest

  : Leviticus 19:13 warns against defrauding or withholding wages
from workers. Fair wages, equal opportunities, and just treatment are fundamental to operating
with integrity. Employees should be paid promptly and fairly, with their labor respected. This is an
area where many businesses can fail, but as Christians, we are called to honor the dignity of every
person who works for us.

Just wages and ethical treatment

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you improve  and  in your business practices? Are there areas where
you could be clearer or more honest with customers, employees, or partners?

fairness transparency

2. Re�ect on how you treat employees in terms of  and . Are you upholding
the biblical principle of fairness, and how can you improve in this area?

wages work conditions

 Building a Culture of Integrity: Leading by Example

 Leading with Moral Courage and Consistency

1 Timothy 4:12 – “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for

the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”

Matthew 5:37 – “Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ Anything beyond this comes from the evil

one.”

  As a business owner, you set the for the entire organization. If you
model integrity, honesty, and ethical behavior, your employees will be more likely to adopt those
same values. 1 Timothy 4:12 calls us to set an example in our actions and words. Your of
ethical behavior speaks louder than any policy you create. When your employees see you operate
with integrity in every situation, they will be more inclined to follow your lead.

Leading by example: tone 

example 
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  : Integrity means being consistent in your actions and decisions.
Matthew 5:37 reminds us to let our  and our , meaning that our word is
trustworthy. Business owners should be known for keeping their promises and making decisions
that re�ect their core values, even when the world around them is trying to bend the truth for
personal gain.

Consistency in character
yes be yes no be no

  : Leading with integrity also means creating a culture where
ethical behavior is expected, encouraged, and held accountable. Your employees should feel
empowered to  if they observe unethical practices and know that integrity will be upheld
at every level of the business.

Creating a culture of accountability

speak up

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you lead by example in your business? In what areas can you model integrity more
e�ectively to inspire your employees to follow suit?

2. Are you consistent in your  and ? Are there situations where your decisions or
actions may be inconsistent with your values or promises?

words actions

Navigating Ethical Dilemmas: Faithfulness in Challenging Situations

Staying True to Your Principles Under Pressure

Daniel 6:10 – “Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his

upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his

knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”

Romans 12:21 – “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

   Like Daniel, business owners often face pressure to compromise their
values. Whether it’s pressure from competitors, customers, or even employees, there will be times
when your faith and integrity will be tested. Daniel’s unwavering commitment to God, even when
facing potential persecution, sets an example of . As a Christian business owner, you
are called to stand �rm in your convictions, even when it is di�cult.

Standing �rm in faith:

moral courage
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  : Romans 12:21 teaches us to overcome evil with good. This means
 not with retaliation or dishonesty but with a commitment to

doing what is right. When faced with an ethical dilemma, choose to honor God’s principles, even
when the cost may seem high. Overcoming evil with good may require courage, but God promises
to honor those who remain faithful to His truth.

Overcoming evil with good
responding to unethical situations

Re�ection Questions:

1. Have you faced any  in your business? How did you handle them, and how can
you apply biblical principles to those situations in the future?

ethical dilemmas

2. When pressured to compromise, how can you stay true to your values and 
?

overcome evil with
good

Conclusion: Operating with Integrity for God’s Glory

As a Christian business owner,  are not just optional—they are essential to honoring

God in your work. Every decision, no matter how small, re�ects your character and your commitment

to Christ. As you operate your business with honesty, fairness, and transparency, you are not only

ful�lling your role as a steward but also setting an example of godliness in the marketplace.

integrity and ethics

By seeking God’s wisdom, upholding biblical principles, and leading by example, you can create a

business culture that re�ects God’s truth and honors His name. 

, and when you operate with integrity, you are making a lasting impact on your employees,

customers, and the world around you.

Faithfulness in business is an act of

worship

Action Steps:

1.  for your business that aligns with biblical principles. Ensure that it re�ects
honesty, transparency, and fairness in all your practices.
Create a code of ethics

2.  in ethical decisions. Commit to praying for guidance whenever you face an
ethical dilemma in your business.
Seek God’s wisdom

3. : Are you modeling integrity for your employees? How can you lead by
example in a way that encourages ethical behavior and builds trust within your organization?
Re�ect on your leadership



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 28
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Chapter 5: Godly Leadership in Your Business

Leading with a Christ-Centered Vision

As a Christian business owner,  is one of the most signi�cant ways you can in�uence the

culture of your business and the lives of those around you. Leadership is not about authority or control;

it’s about  and modeling Christ-like behaviors, qualities, and values in the workplace. The

way you lead can either re�ect God’s kingdom or perpetuate worldly values of self-interest and power.

leadership

serving others

In this chapter, we will explore what it means to lead your business with a . We'll

discuss , , , and . We'll also look at how to implement

leadership strategies that re�ect God's values, promote , and foster an

environment where employees thrive and feel valued. Leadership, when aligned with biblical principles,

has the power to transform your business into a place of productivity, purpose, and service.

God-centered vision

servant leadership humility wisdom vision casting

employee empowerment

By the end of this chapter, you will have a deeper understanding of what it means to lead as a 

 and how to integrate God’s wisdom and truth into your leadership style.

servant-

leader

The Foundation of Godly Leadership

Servant Leadership: Leading Like Christ

   – Matthew 20:25-28 “Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high o�cials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to
be �rst must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.’”
   – John 13:12-15 “When he had �nished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to
his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he asked them. ‘You call me ‘Teacher’
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as
I have done for you.’”
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  : True leadership is grounded in , not dominance. In Matthew
20:25-28, Jesus turns the world’s view of leadership upside down, showing that greatness in God’s
kingdom is about serving others, not being served. Jesus Himself, as the ultimate servant leader,
washed the feet of His disciples, teaching us that leadership is about humility, care, and putting
others' needs before our own.

Servant leadership de�ned service

  : A Godly leader does not seek to control or micromanage but instead
 others, listens, and serves with a heart that re�ects Christ’s love. This type of leadership

fosters trust, loyalty, and respect, creating an environment where employees feel supported and
valued.

Serving through leadership
empowers

  : Jesus set the ultimate example of servant leadership, demonstrating the
importance of action over words. As a Christian business owner, your actions—whether small or
large—speak volumes about your character and leadership. If you want to see a business culture of
service and humility, you must model it �rst.

Leading by example

Re�ection Questions:

1. How does your current leadership approach re�ect the principles of  modeled by
Christ?

servant leadership

2. What are some practical ways you can  your employees and teams, leading by example to
foster a culture of mutual respect and humility?

serve

Leading with Humility and Wisdom

The Role of Humility in Leadership

   – Philippians 2:3-4 “Do nothing out of sel�sh ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others.”
   – James 3:13 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”
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  : The Bible clearly teaches that humility is vital in all
areas of life, especially leadership. In Philippians 2:3-4, Paul instructs us to value others above
ourselves.  means not seeking recognition or power for ourselves, but acknowledging the
value of others and seeking the . This creates an environment where employees feel
empowered and respected, rather than subjugated.

Humility is a cornerstone of godly leadership

Humility
best for them

  : Leadership requires not only humility but also . James 3:13 reminds
us that true wisdom is evidenced by a —a life lived with humility, understanding, and
sel�essness. In your leadership, wisdom helps you make decisions that honor God, empower your
team, and foster a thriving work environment.

Leading with wisdom wisdom
good life

  : Pride has no place in godly leadership. As a business owner, you are responsible for
creating a business culture where  is encouraged at all levels. This means listening to your
employees, admitting when you're wrong, and seeking feedback and advice from others.

Avoiding pride
humility

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you cultivate  in your leadership? Are there areas where pride might be
in�uencing your decisions or interactions with your employees?

humility

2. How do you apply  in your leadership role? Do you seek God’s guidance in making
decisions that a�ect your business and employees?

wisdom

Casting Vision and Inspiring Purpose

Developing a God-Centered Vision for Your Business

Proverbs 29:18 – “Where there is no vision, the people perish; but blessed is he who keeps the law.”

Habakkuk 2:2-3 – “Then the Lord replied: ‘Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so

that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will

not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.’”
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  : Habakkuk 2:2-3 encourages us to , so others
can understand and align with it. Casting vision is not a one-time event but an ongoing process of
communicating the goals, values, and direction of your business. A clear and compelling vision can
inspire your employees, attract customers, and guide decision-making, making it a powerful tool
for godly leadership.

Communicating your vision make the vision plain

  : Your vision should not only focus on �nancial success but also on
the  of your business—how it serves others, contributes to the community, and
honors God. By aligning your business goals with God’s will, you ensure that your business
becomes a platform for ministry and service.

Aligning vision with purpose
greater purpose

Re�ection Questions:

1. What is the  for your business, and how does it re�ect your faith in God? How can you
make this vision clearer and more compelling for your employees and customers?

vision

2. How do you communicate your  to your employees? Are you regularly casting the vision
and encouraging others to live out the company’s values and mission?

vision

Building a Culture of Trust and Accountability

Leading with Integrity and Building a Strong Team

1 Timothy 3:1-13 – “Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble

task. Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled,

respectable, hospitable, able to teach…”

Titus 1:7-9 – “Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be blameless—not overbearing,

not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather he

must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.”

  : Vision is essential to leadership because it provides , and
. Proverbs 29:18 reminds us that without a clear vision, people will lose focus and drift

aimlessly. As a business owner, you are responsible for providing that clear vision, not just for
business goals but for the and of your company. Your vision should re�ect God’s
purposes and align with His calling for your business.

The power of vision direction, purpose
motivation

mission values 
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  : As a leader, it’s important to  and give them ownership
of their roles. Trusting others to lead in their areas of responsibility fosters a sense of purpose and
accountability within your business. This results in a team that is more engaged, motivated, and
committed to your vision.

Empowering others empower your team

  : Accountability is not about micromanagement; it’s about providing
the right tools and support so your employees can succeed. It also means holding people
accountable for their actions and making sure everyone is living up to the values and expectations
of the business. A healthy culture of accountability requires consistency, fairness, and .

Holding others accountable

love

Re�ection Questions:

1. Do you lead with  and  in your business? How can you model these
principles more e�ectively for your team?

integrity accountability

2. How can you foster a culture of  where employees feel empowered, responsible, and
supported in their roles?

trust

Serving and Leading through Difficult Times

Responding to Challenges with Grace and Wisdom

Romans 12:12 – “Be joyful in hope, patient in a�iction, faithful in prayer.”

1 Peter 5:6-7 – “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due

time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”

  Building a culture of and starts with you, the leader.
1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:7-9 describe the qualities of a godly leader—integrity, self-control,
and commitment to fairness. These principles are vital in establishing a e where

is foundational. When your leadership re�ects these values, your employees will trust you, be
motivated by your example, and work together toward common goals.

Trust and accountability: trust accountability 

business cultur
trust 
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  : Grace is essential in leadership, especially when facing setbacks. Leading with
grace means showing  and ,  to your team, and being open to
feedback. Grace creates a culture where people feel supported, not judged, and are encouraged to
work through di�culties with con�dence.

Leading with grace
patience understanding listening

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you respond to  in your business? Do you lead with  and , or do
you feel the pressure to act quickly or with frustration?

challenges grace wisdom

2. How can you demonstrate  and  when facing di�cult times? How can you involve
your team in problem-solving while relying on God’s guidance?

humility faith

Conclusion: Godly Leadership—A Lifelong Journey

Leadership is a lifelong journey of growth, humility, and service. As a Christian business owner, you are

called to lead with a , , and a commitment to building a business

culture that re�ects God’s character. The in�uence you have through your leadership is not just about

the success of your business—it’s about advancing God’s kingdom, building up your team, and making

a lasting impact on the lives of others.

Christ-centered vision servant leadership

May you continue to lead with , , and , always trusting in God’s guidance as

you ful�ll the calling He has placed on your business.

wisdom integrity humility

  As a business owner, you will face challenges—whether �nancial
di�culties, employee issues, or market shifts. Romans 12:12 calls us to be  and

, even during di�cult circumstances. As a leader, your response to adversity sets
the tone for the entire organization. When you approach challenges with faith, patience, and
reliance on God, your team will be more likely to follow your example.

Leading in di�cult times: 
joyful in hope

faithful in prayer

   1 Peter 5:6-7 reminds us to humble ourselves before God and 
. In leadership, humility during di�cult times shows your team that you are not

trying to control the situation on your own but are trusting in God’s provision and guidance.
This humility fosters resilience and encourages a collective response to challenges.

Humility in adversity: cast our
anxieties on Him
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Action Steps:

1. : Are you leading with  and a ? Write down
one speci�c change you can make to better model Christ-like leadership in your business.
Evaluate your leadership style humility servant’s heart

2. : Identify areas where you need to grow as a leader and set
speci�c goals for your personal development. Consider seeking out mentoring, training, or prayer
groups to support your growth.

Create a leadership development plan

3. : Ask God to give you the wisdom and patience needed to lead your business
through both triumphs and challenges. Re�ect on the responsibility He has given you as a steward
of the people and resources in your business.

Pray for wisdom
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Chapter 6: Redefining Success from a Biblical Perspective

What Does True Success Look Like?

In today’s world, success is often measured by external indicators—wealth, status, power, and in�uence.

Business owners, in particular, are encouraged to chase after these metrics, with the belief that more

revenue, larger businesses, and greater recognition equate to greater success. But as Christians, we are

called to a radically di�erent de�nition of success—one that is deeply rooted in , ,

and  to God’s purposes.

faithfulness obedience

service

In this chapter, we will explore what success truly means from a . We will look at how

God de�nes success in the lives of His people and how we, as Christian business owners, can align our

vision of success with His kingdom priorities. Instead of focusing solely on �nancial outcomes, we will

learn to view success through the lens of , , and .

biblical perspective

eternal impact godly character faithful stewardship

By the end of this chapter, you will be equipped to  in your business and in your life,

measuring your achievements not by worldly standards but by your .

rede�ne success

faithfulness to God’s call

Understanding Biblical Success

Success Is Faithfulness to God’s Calling

Matthew 25:21 – “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with

a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness.’”

1 Corinthians 4:2 – “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.”

   In Matthew 25:21, we see that the master commends the servant for
being , not for how much pro�t he made, but for how diligently and honestly he managed
what was entrusted to him. Biblical success is about being to God’s calling, regardless of
the visible results. Whether your business is booming or struggling, the measure of success in
God’s eyes is your and how you serve Him through your work.

Faithfulness over results:
faithful

faithful 

faithfulness 
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  : 1 Corinthians 4:2 reminds us that those entrusted with
responsibilities are called to be faithful stewards. In the same way, as a business owner, you are
entrusted with the resources of your business—whether it’s employees, �nances, or products—
and you are called to manage them with integrity and a focus on . Success is not about
the outcomes you produce but about how well you steward what God has given you.

God's trust and responsibility

God’s glory

  : Our business endeavors may bring success in this world, but ultimately, we are
called to build for . Success in God’s eyes is eternal; it is about how your work and your
leadership contribute to the advancement of His kingdom.  to His call and being a
good steward of the resources He’s given you are the true markers of success.

Eternal success
eternity

Faithfulness

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you de�ne success in your business? Is it more about  or ? How
can you align your de�nition of success with God’s standards?

faithfulness earthly results

2. In what areas of your business can you focus more on  and less on
achieving external results?

faithfulness to God’s calling

Success Is About Service, Not Self-Promotion

True Success Is Found in Serving Others

Matthew 20:26-28 – “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be

your servant, and whoever wants to be �rst must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to

be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of sel�sh ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others

above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”

  The world teaches us that success is about ,
climbing the corporate ladder, and attaining power. But Jesus �ips this idea on its head. In
Matthew 20:26-28, He teaches that true greatness comes from , not from being
served. As a business owner, your success is not measured by how much power or recognition you
gain, but by how well you —your employees, customers, and community.

The world’s de�nition of success: self-promotion

serving others

serve others
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  : Jesus, the ultimate servant leader, showed us that  and 
are at the heart of godly success. Philippians 2:3-4 further emphasizes that we are to consider the

 before our own. In your business, this can mean putting the needs of your
employees and customers ahead of personal gain and building a culture of  and

.

Christ’s model of leadership humility service

interests of others
mutual respect

service
  : Serving others is a foundational principle for building a thriving
business. When you lead with a mindset of service, you create a positive, uplifting environment
where people feel valued, empowered, and motivated to contribute. This not only leads to better
outcomes for your business but also aligns your work with God’s purpose for your life.

The impact of serving others

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you serve others through your business? Is your success more about  or
? In what ways can you shift your business model to focus more on service?

self-promotion
serving others

2. How can you cultivate a  mentality in your leadership and business culture? What
changes can you make today to value others above yourself?

servant-leader

Success in God’s Eyes Is About Obedience, Not Achievement

Obedience to God’s Call Is True Success

John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

Matthew 7:21 – “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but

only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”

   In John 15:5, Jesus teaches that —
remaining connected to His will—is the only way to bear lasting fruit. True success is not found
in  or how much you accomplish, but in being to God’s will for
your life and business. When you seek His guidance and align your business practices with His
values, your work bears eternal fruit.

Success is about alignment with God’s will: abiding in Him

personal achievement obedient 
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  : Matthew 7:21 reminds us that  to God’s will is the key
to entrance into His kingdom, not merely our accomplishments or status. The same principle
applies to our business life. Success is measured by how well we live according to God’s ,

, and . It’s about obedience to His direction, not striving to meet the world’s
standards of success.

God’s will over worldly success obedience

calling
purpose commands

  : When we focus on obedience to God’s will, we align our e�orts with His
. Business owners who seek God’s guidance, remain humble, and follow His lead

experience lasting success—one that has both  and . Success in God’s eyes is
measured by how faithfully we obey and serve Him in all areas of life.

Long-term impact
eternal purpose

temporal eternal value

Re�ection Questions:

1. Are you focused on  by worldly standards, or are you seeking to align your
business with ? How can you shift your focus toward obedience rather than
achievement?

achieving success
God’s will

2. In what ways can you ensure that your business is in alignment with God’s  and  for
your life? How can you remain connected to Him and rely on His guidance?

purpose calling

Success Is About Building for Eternity

Investing in Eternal Outcomes

1 Timothy 6:17-19 – “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with

everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be

generous and willing to share.”

Matthew 6:19-21 – “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure

is, there your heart will be also.”



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 39
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

  : 1 Timothy 6:17-19 urges us not to place our hope in wealth or the
material success of this world, for all things here are temporary. True success is about using our
resources to make an , investing in things that last forever—such as people,
relationships, and advancing God’s kingdom. Business owners are called to be , using
their wealth for  that bene�t others and build up the body of Christ.

Temporary vs. eternal success

eternal impact
generous

good deeds
  : Matthew 6:19-21 reminds us that the pursuit of wealth and
worldly success is futile in the grand scheme of eternity. Instead, we should focus on storing up

 by investing in eternal outcomes—helping others, serving in our communities,
and building a business that re�ects God’s values. Business owners can leverage their success to
impact others for eternity, whether through charitable giving, missions support, or ethical business
practices.

Storing up treasures in heaven

treasures in heaven

  : Your business has the potential to be more than just a vehicle
for �nancial success—it can be a tool for . By aligning your
business with , you can use your resources to bless others, serve your community,
and contribute to the work of God’s kingdom.

Business as a tool for eternal impact
advancing the kingdom of God

eternal values

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you shift your focus from  to building  in your business?
What are some speci�c steps you can take to use your business for God’s glory and kingdom
impact?

temporary success eternal value

2. In what ways can you  through your business practices—whether through
, , or ?

invest in eternity
generosity ethics community involvement

Conclusion: Redefining Success According to God’s Will

As Christian business owners, we are called to rede�ne success according to God’s standards, not the

world’s. True success is found in being , serving others, living with , and

building for . When we focus on , , and , we align our

businesses with God’s will and make a lasting di�erence in the lives of others.

faithful to God’s calling humility

eternal impact obedience service generosity

May your journey of success be grounded in , guided by , and driven by

a deep desire to serve Him and others in all aspects of your business.

faithfulness to God His wisdom
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Action Steps:

1. : How does your current view of success align with 
? Write down one speci�c way you can rede�ne success in your business to re�ect God’s

priorities.

Evaluate your de�nition of success biblical
principles

2. : Identify one area where your business can contribute to 
—whether through service, generosity, or advancing God’s kingdom. Develop a plan to begin
investing in that area today.

Invest in eternal outcomes eternal impact

3. : Ask God to help you align your goals with His will. Pray for
wisdom to make decisions that are faithful to His calling and have an eternal impact.
Pray for God’s perspective on success
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Chapter 7: Making an Impact in the Community and Beyond

The Call to Be Salt and Light in the World

As a Christian business owner, you are not just building a company or making a pro�t—you are also

building a legacy that can profoundly impact the  and the . Jesus called His followers

to be  and  in the world, bringing �avor, preservation, and guidance to those around them

(Matthew 5:13-16). The same calling applies to Christian entrepreneurs and business leaders. Your work

is a powerful tool for , , and .

community world

salt light

community transformation social justice kingdom advancement

In this chapter, we will explore how your business can make a meaningful and lasting impact in both

your local community and the world. We will discuss how to , 

, and  beyond your immediate business environment. You will also learn how

to align your business practices with God’s heart for , , and , re�ecting His

kingdom values in every aspect of your work.

serve your community invest in social

good expand your in�uence

justice mercy generosity

By the end of this chapter, you will have practical strategies for turning your business into a 

 that not only serves God’s purposes but also brings  and  to the world.

platform for

community impact hope healing

Serving the Local Community: God’s Heart for the Neighbor

Engaging with the Community Through Business

Jeremiah 29:7 – “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.

Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Matthew 22:39 – “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
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  : In Jeremiah 29:7, God tells His people to seek the  and
 of the cities where He has placed them. As a business owner, you are in a unique

position to help foster the peace and prosperity of your community. This can mean o�ering
employment opportunities, creating partnerships with local organizations, or using your business
resources to support community initiatives. A thriving community is one where businesses,
families, and individuals work together for mutual �ourishing, and you can lead the charge in
creating this environment.

God’s call to serve the community peace
prosperity

  : Matthew 22:39 calls us to love our —not just those in our
immediate circle, but also those in our broader community. Your business can serve as a 

 and . This can include everything from providing fair wages and ethical products
to supporting local charities and creating programs that meet the needs of those in your area. By
caring for your community, you show Christ’s love in action.

Loving your neighbor neighbors
vehicle of

love compassion

  : Engaging with the community doesn’t just mean donating money—it
means being actively involved in the life of the community. Attend local events, build
relationships with local leaders, and understand the unique needs and challenges your community
faces. When you invest time and resources into the well-being of your neighbors, you re�ect God’s
heart for those He has placed around you.

Community engagement

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you make a  in your local community through your business? Are there
 in your community that your business could help meet?

direct impact
needs

2. In what ways can you  through your business practices, whether it’s through
customer service, employment, or community engagement?

love your neighbors

Promoting Social Good and Justice Through Your Business

Using Business for Social Justice and Ethical Impact

Isaiah 58:10 – “If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.”

Proverbs 31:8-9 – “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are

destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
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  : God’s heart is for the , , and . Isaiah 58:10
challenges us to  on behalf of the needy, promising that as we serve others, our
light will shine brighter. In your business, this can translate into , ,

, and . For example, you might consider
ensuring fair trade sourcing, adopting environmentally friendly practices, or providing a platform
for underrepresented voices in the workplace.

Justice and business oppressed marginalized poor
spend ourselves

ethical practices fair wages
sustainable practices advocacy for those who are vulnerable

  : Proverbs 31:8-9 calls us to stand up for those who cannot
stand up for themselves. This is particularly relevant for business owners in areas like 

, , and . Your business can serve as a
, advocating for the rights of the poor, providing opportunities for

employment, and speaking out against injustice wherever it exists.

Defending the rights of the oppressed
labor

practices consumer protection human tra�cking prevention
catalyst for change

  : Your business can have a profound social impact through
 (CSR). This includes choosing to do business in a way that bene�ts

the broader society—not just the bottom line. A business that supports , 
, , and  is contributing to a more

just and compassionate world.

Corporate social responsibility (CSR)
corporate social responsibility

fair wages community
development environmental sustainability ethical supply chains

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can your business actively promote ? Are there areas where you can 
, either through your operations or partnerships?

social justice advocate for
the oppressed

2. How can you improve your  to ensure that they re�ect God’s heart for justice,
fairness, and equity?

business practices

Extending Your Impact Globally: Serving Beyond Your Local Context

Using Business to Advance God’s Kingdom Worldwide

Matthew 28:19-20 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded

you.”

Acts 1:8 – “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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  : As business owners, you are not just called to in�uence your
immediate community; you are also called to . Matthew 28:19-20, known as the
Great Commission, calls all believers to make disciples of . Your business can be an
extension of this global mission. This might include supporting international missions, providing
jobs and education in underserved regions, or aligning your business model with global needs.

Global mission through business
impact the world

all nations

  : Consider how your business can partner with  to tackle
issues such as , , , and . Your business can fund,
support, or engage in programs that are making a di�erence in areas where people are in desperate
need of hope and transformation.

Global partnerships global organizations
poverty education healthcare human tra�cking

  : Acts 1:8 reminds us that the power of the Holy Spirit
enables us to be . Your business provides an opportunity to
connect with people globally, whether through partnerships, international supply chains, or
mission work. Using your resources to fund missions or global relief e�orts can make an eternal
impact.

Spreading the gospel through business
witnesses to the ends of the earth

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can your business engage in  work? Are there opportunities to support
, , or  that align with your business’s values?

global mission
international ministries relief e�orts global partnerships

2. In what ways can your business help address  such as poverty, education, or
healthcare? How can you be a  through your work?

global challenges
light to the nations

Generosity: Giving Back and Building a Legacy

The Power of Generosity in Business

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 – “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever

sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
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  : God calls us to be  with our resources, not just for
personal gain, but for the bene�t of others and for the expansion of His kingdom. 2 Corinthians
9:6-7 reminds us that generosity is  by God—it is an act of faith that produces eternal
rewards. In your business, generosity can take many forms, from  to 

 within your business model.

Generosity as a kingdom value generous

blessed
charitable donations creating

giving opportunities
  : Luke 6:38 teaches us that when we give generously, we receive
abundantly in return—often in ways we don’t expect. Generosity in business is not just a way to
bless others but also a way to , , and  with customers, employees, and
partners. A generous business is often a , because generosity attracts the blessing
of God.

Generosity leads to abundance

build goodwill loyalty trust
thriving business

  : As you grow your business, think about the  you want to leave
behind. How will your business continue to bless others after you’re gone? Will it support

? Will it continue to give back to the community? The legacy of generosity is one that will
continue to make an impact for years to come.

Building a lasting legacy legacy

missions

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can your business become more  in its approach to giving back? What speci�c
actions can you take today to integrate generosity into your business practices?

generous

2. What kind of  do you want to leave through your business? How can you structure your
business to ensure that it continues to impact the world for God’s glory long after you’ve moved
on?

legacy

Conclusion: Your Business as a Platform for Kingdom Impact

Your business is a  that can make a profound impact on the community and the world.

Whether through local service, global missions, social justice initiatives, or generosity, your business can

be a re�ection of God’s , , and . By aligning your business practices with 

, you are not only advancing His kingdom on earth but also leaving a lasting legacy that will

in�uence future generations.

platform

love justice mercy God’s heart for

the world

As a Christian business owner, you are uniquely positioned to be an agent of , , and .

May you continue to seek ways to make an eternal di�erence in the lives of others, serving the

community and the world with generosity, integrity, and compassion.

change hope healing



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 46
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Action Steps:

1. : What are the most pressing needs in your local community? How can
your business serve these needs in a practical way?
Identify community needs

2. : How can you integrate generosity into your business model—whether
through giving, supporting ministries, or investing in social justice causes?
Create a generosity plan

3. : What steps can you take to expand your business’s in�uence
beyond your local context? Write down one action you can take today to support global missions
or international relief e�orts.

Develop a global impact strategy
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Chapter 8: Generosity and Giving Back

The Heart of Giving

Generosity is one of the most powerful expressions of Christian faith in the marketplace. The Bible

repeatedly emphasizes the importance of giving, not just as a means of helping those in need, but as a

re�ection of the . As business owners, we are called to be  of the

resources God has entrusted to us. This is not just about giving from our —it’s about making

generosity an integral part of the  of our business, the way we operate, and the way we engage

with our employees, customers, and the community.

heart of God generous stewards

pro�ts

culture

In this chapter, we will explore the biblical principles of , how to integrate them into your

business practices, and the profound impact that giving can have on your business, your employees, and

the world. From  to , we will discover that when we give

generously—whether through time, talent, or treasure—we re�ect God’s character and contribute to

building His kingdom.

generosity

corporate social responsibility personal giving

By the end of this chapter, you will have a deeper understanding of what it means to lead a 

, one that prioritizes giving back, impacts lives, and glori�es God in all that it does.

generous

business

The Biblical Foundation of Generosity

Generosity as a Re�ection of God’s Nature

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 – “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever

sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in

him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
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  : The foundation of all generosity comes from . John 3:16
shows us the ultimate example of generosity—God gave His  to save the world. Everything we
have is a gift from God, and He calls us to re�ect His  in all aspects of life. Our business,
therefore, should be an extension of this generosity—whether we are giving to causes, supporting
our employees, or contributing to the well-being of others.

God is the ultimate giver God Himself
Son

generosity

  : 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 emphasizes that our generosity should come from the heart,
not out of obligation. God loves a , and that attitude should permeate our business.
We should not view giving as a burden or a tax, but as a . When we give generously
and with a joyful heart, we re�ect God’s love and serve as a witness to others.

Cheerful giving
cheerful giver

blessed privilege

  : The principle of sowing and reaping in 2 Corinthians 9 teaches us that when
we give generously, God multiplies our resources—not just �nancially, but in ,

, and . In your business, this principle can lead to an abundant life
and success in ways that go beyond the �nancial bottom line.

Sowing and reaping
relationships

opportunities kingdom impact

Re�ection Questions:

1. How does your business re�ect ? Are there areas where you can expand your
giving or make it a more integral part of your business culture?

God’s generosity

2. How can you foster a  attitude in your company—both personally and within your
team?

cheerful giving

Generosity in Practice: How to Give Back as a Business Owner

Types of Generosity in Business

Proverbs 11:25 – “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”

Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
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  : Generosity isn’t limited to money—it can also mean giving your  and
 to causes that align with your values. You can volunteer in your community, serve at local

shelters, o�er mentorship to young entrepreneurs, or support missions and charitable
organizations with your time and expertise. Time is one of the most precious commodities we
have, and when we give it away, we make a lasting impact.

Giving time and talent time
talent

  : You can also integrate generosity into the way you 
. For example, paying employees a , o�ering , providing ,

or creating programs that serve the  in your community are all ways to practice
generosity. Your business can be a  for empowering others and addressing the needs of
those who are marginalized.

Generosity through business practices run
your business fair wage bene�ts job training

underserved
platform

Re�ection Questions:

1. In what ways is your business currently practicing ? How can you incorporate
more  into your business structure, whether it’s through donations, tithing, or charity
events?

�nancial generosity
giving

2. How can you o�er your  and  to those in need or to support the community? What are
some practical ways you can start giving back today?

time talent

Creating a Culture of Generosity within Your Business

Building a Generosity Culture with Your Employees

Acts 20:35 – “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of sel�sh ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others

above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”

  : The most straightforward way to give is through . This can
include tithing, making charitable donations, or setting aside a percentage of your pro�ts to
support ministries, community initiatives, or humanitarian causes. Proverbs 11:25 promises that
those who give generously will —not necessarily in material wealth but in the of
knowing they are part of something bigger than themselves.

Giving �nancially �nancial generosity

prosper blessing 
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  : A  in your business is one where employees feel
valued and supported. This could include o�ering ,  for volunteer work, or
creating  where employees can contribute to causes they care about. When
employees see that their employer cares about their well-being and the greater good, it builds
loyalty, trust, and a sense of purpose in their work.

Generosity in the workplace generosity culture
bonuses paid time o�

charitable programs

  : Generosity also means investing in the growth and development of your
employees. O�er opportunities for , , and . This shows
that you are committed to their success and that their personal growth is as important as the
company’s success.

Investing in others
training mentorship career advancement

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you create a  in your business? What speci�c actions can you take to
show your employees that they are valued and supported beyond their work responsibilities?

culture of generosity

2. Are you investing in the  and  of your employees? How can you support them in
a way that re�ects generosity and care?

growth well-being

Generosity Beyond Your Business: Community and Global Impact

Expanding Your Generosity to Serve the World

Matthew 25:40 – “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

1 John 3:17 – “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on

them, how can the love of God be in that person?”

  : As the business owner, you set the tone for the generosity of
your workplace.  encourages us to help those in need, and this includes and

your employees. When you model generosity, employees are more likely to adopt the
same mindset in their interactions with customers, colleagues, and the community.

Generosity starts with leadership
Acts 20:35 serving 

empowering 
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  : Your business can partner with global organizations that work on
issues such as , , , and . Consider how you can contribute
to these e�orts through , , or . As a business leader, you
have the power to create opportunities for people who may not otherwise have them.

Supporting global initiatives
poverty education healthcare human rights

�nancial donations volunteering advocacy

  : 1 John 3:17 challenges us to be moved by  when
we see others in need. True generosity is not about —it is a response to God’s
love and the needs of others. This heart of compassion should extend to every area of our business
and outreach e�orts.

Giving with a heart of compassion compassion
obligatory giving

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can your business expand its  beyond local e�orts? Are there global initiatives or
causes that your business could support, either �nancially or through partnerships?

generosity

2. How can you engage your employees and customers in ? What projects or causes
can you highlight within your business to raise awareness and encourage giving?

global generosity

The Eternal Impact of Generosity

Generosity that Lasts for Eternity

Luke 12:33-34 – “Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not

wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Matthew 6:19-21 – “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure

is, there your heart will be also.”

  : Matthew 25:40 teaches us that when we serve others, we are serving
Christ Himself. extends beyond our immediate circles—it reaches out to those who are
often overlooked and marginalized. Whether through 

, or engaging in , your business can make a signi�cant impact by
directing resources toward .

Serving the “least of these”
Generosity 

global missions, supporting impoverished
communities humanitarian e�orts

helping those in need
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  : When we give generously, we are participating in the
work of God’s kingdom. Our giving re�ects God’s heart for those who are in need, and it is an
investment in the  we have in the world. Businesses that prioritize generosity are
aligning their operations with God’s purposes and contributing to something far greater than
themselves.

Generosity as a re�ection of God’s heart

eternal impact

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you ensure that your business’s generosity is ? Are you
focusing on building , rather than just earthly success?

invested in eternal outcomes
treasures in heaven

2. How can you  to make generosity a long-term part of its mission and legacy?lead your business

Conclusion: Living Out Generosity in Your Business

Generosity is not a one-time act or a corporate program; it is a  that should permeate every

aspect of your business. As Christian business owners, we are called to re�ect God’s heart for the poor,

the oppressed, and the marginalized by living out our generosity in  and  ways.

When we give—whether through our �nances, time, talent, or resources—we participate in God’s

eternal work in the world.

lifestyle

meaningful practical

May your business be a , re�ecting the love of Christ in every decision, every

transaction, and every relationship. As you give, God promises to bless your e�orts, not just materially,

but with  that will impact lives for generations to come.

beacon of generosity

eternal rewards

  : In Luke 12:33-34, Jesus teaches us that is not found in
material wealth but in the  that come from investing in God’s kingdom. Every act
of generosity—whether through your business or personal giving—creates eternal value. It’s not
just about what we give, but about  our hearts.

Investing in eternal treasure true treasure 
heavenly rewards

where we invest
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Action Steps:

1. : How can you make  a more integral part of your
business culture? Write down one way you can expand your business’s giving e�orts—whether it’s
through donations, community involvement, or employee engagement.

Assess your business’s generosity generosity

2. : Create opportunities for your employees to participate in
. Consider o�ering volunteer days, organizing charity drives, or matching donations

to causes they care about.

Engage your employees in giving
generous acts

3. : Re�ect on how your business can contribute to .
Whether through missions, sustainable practices, or investing in the well-being of others, develop a
strategy to make your generosity part of your long-term business vision.

Invest in eternal outcomes eternal impact



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 54
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Chapter 9: Faith in Action: Navigating Challenges with Prayer
and Trust

Embracing Challenges with Confidence in God

Every business, whether large or small, will inevitably face challenges. Whether it's �nancial setbacks,

di�cult customers, market shifts, internal con�icts, or unexpected crises, no entrepreneur is exempt

from the reality of obstacles. However, for Christian business owners, these challenges are not mere

setbacks to be endured—they are opportunities to , , and 

.

rely on God trust in His provision apply our

faith in practical ways

This chapter will explore how to face the di�culties of business with a spirit of , , and  in

God's sovereignty. We will look at biblical examples of individuals who faced enormous challenges and

relied on God’s guidance and strength. Furthermore, we will discuss practical steps for how you can

navigate your business challenges by integrating , , and .

Through these principles, you will learn how to not only survive but thrive in the face of adversity.

faith prayer trust

prayer dependence on God faith in action

By the end of this chapter, you will feel equipped to embrace challenges with a heart full of trust in God,

knowing that He will lead you through every di�culty for His glory and your good.

Trusting in God’s Sovereignty in Every Situation

The Foundation of Trust: God is in Control

Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all

your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who

have been called according to his purpose.”
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  : Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us to trust in the  with all our hearts,
 His sovereignty in every aspect of our lives, including our business. When we face

challenges, we are not left to �gure things out on our own. , and He is working
out His purposes, even in di�cult circumstances.

Trusting in God’s control Lord
acknowledging

God is in control

  : Romans 8:28 assures us that  for those
who love Him. This doesn’t mean all challenges will feel good in the moment, but it does mean
that  to shape us, re�ne our character, and accomplish His greater purposes.
Every setback can be used by God to bring us closer to His will, teach us valuable lessons, and build
resilience.

God’s purpose in challenges God works all things for good

God uses adversity

  : Often, our natural instinct is to rely on our own understanding and
strength. However, Proverbs 3:5 challenges us to  but to
submit our plans to God. This requires an active choice to trust that His ways are higher than ours
and that He is leading us with wisdom and love.

Resting in God’s wisdom
lean not on our own understanding

Re�ection Questions:

1. Are there areas in your business where you are relying on your own understanding rather than
trusting God’s guidance? How can you begin to surrender those areas to God’s control?

2. How do you see God’s sovereignty at work in your business challenges? How can you cultivate a
deeper trust in Him during times of di�culty?

Praying Through Business Challenges: The Power of Prayer

Praying with Purpose and Faith

James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without

reproach, and it will be given to him.”

Philippians 4:6-7 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
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  : James 1:5 encourages us to  in every situation.
Business owners often face decisions that require careful discernment. God promises to give
wisdom generously when we ask in faith.  is not just about asking for a solution; it’s about
seeking God’s wisdom to navigate challenges with His perspective.

Seeking wisdom in prayer ask God for wisdom

Prayer

  : Philippians 4:6-7 teaches that prayer is the antidote to anxiety.
Business owners are particularly prone to stress and worry about �nancial pressures, competition,
and market uncertainty. However, God invites us to  and trust that
He will provide  in the midst of our concerns. Prayer shifts our focus from the problems to
the , which guards our hearts and minds.

Prayer as an antidote to anxiety

present our requests to Him
peace

peace of God
  : When faced with challenges, prayer is a way to bring our
burdens to God and seek His direction. Instead of rushing into decisions or solutions, taking the
time to  gives us the opportunity to listen to God and receive the  we need to face
di�cult situations with His help.

Praying for guidance and strength

pray strength

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you currently incorporate  into your decision-making process during business
challenges? Are there speci�c areas where you need to seek  more intentionally?

prayer
God’s wisdom

2. What worries or anxieties are you carrying in your business? How can you begin to surrender
those concerns to God in prayer and trust His peace?

Acting in Faith: Moving Forward with Confidence in God

Faith in Action: Stepping Out in Obedience

Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is con�dence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not

see.”

James 2:26 – “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”

  : Hebrews 11:1 de�nes faith as con�dence in the things we hope for and
assurance in things we cannot see. Faith is not merely intellectual agreement but is deeply
connected to . When you face challenges, your faith requires —stepping forward with
con�dence that God will provide, guide, and strengthen you. Faith leads to obedient action, even
when the outcome is not immediately visible.

Faith is not passive

action action
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  : James 2:26 teaches that faith without action is dead. Similarly,
faith in business requires action. Even when you don’t have all the answers, moving forward in
obedience to what God has called you to do is an expression of trust in His plan. This could mean
taking a , making a di�cult decision, or persevering through a season of uncertainty,
all while trusting that God is working behind the scenes.

Faith and works go hand in hand

calculated risk

  : Business owners often encounter uncertainty—whether it's a
�nancial crisis, changing market conditions, or a stalled project.  in these moments means
trusting God, even when the path forward isn’t clear. By taking action and moving forward with
obedience, we demonstrate that our faith is in the One who knows the end from the beginning.

Trusting God in the unknown
Faith

Re�ection Questions:

1. How does your faith in�uence your actions in the face of business challenges? Are there areas
where you need to step out in faith, trusting God’s guidance and provision?

2. What is God calling you to do in your business that requires ? How can you begin
to move forward with con�dence, even when the outcome is uncertain?

faith in action

Resilience in the Face of Adversity: Trusting God’s Timing

Persevering with Patience and Hope

Romans 5:3-5 – “Not only so, but we also glory in our su�erings, because we know that su�ering

produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been

given to us.”

Isaiah 40:31 – “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

  : Romans 5:3-5 teaches us that . As a business
owner, challenges can feel like obstacles, but they are also opportunities to build . As we
trust God through the tough times, He strengthens our character and deepens our .
Challenges are a way God re�nes us, shaping us into stronger leaders who rely more fully on Him.

Building resilience su�ering produces perseverance
resilience

hope
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  : Isaiah 40:31 reminds us that those who hope in the Lord will �nd
. Business challenges often come with periods of waiting—whether it’s waiting

for a breakthrough, a new opportunity, or resolution to a con�ict. During these times, God invites
us to  in Him and trust that He will renew our strength to keep going. The timing may not
be on our terms, but His timing is always perfect.

Waiting on God’s timing
renewed strength

hope

  : Resilience involves not just waiting, but  with a
positive and trusting attitude. Patience isn’t passive; it’s actively depending on God, continuing to
do the right thing, and trusting that He will ful�ll His promises in His perfect time.

Patience in the process actively persevering

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you build  when faced with adversity? Are there areas in your business where
you need to cultivate  and  in God’s timing?

resilience
patience hope

2. In what ways has God used  in your business to develop your character and
strengthen your trust in Him?

di�cult seasons

Conclusion: Navigating Challenges with Faith and Trust

Navigating business challenges requires a blend of , , and  in God’s sovereignty. These

challenges are not just obstacles to overcome—they are opportunities to grow closer to God, trust Him

more deeply, and re�ect His character in the way we respond. By leaning into , taking 

, and trusting in , we can face any di�culty with con�dence, knowing that God is at

work in every situation.

faith prayer trust

prayer faithful

action God’s timing

May you continue to approach every challenge in your business with the knowledge that God is with

you, guiding you, and empowering you to overcome in His strength.
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Action Steps:

1. : Make prayer a regular part of your decision-making process. Set aside time daily
or weekly to  and wisdom for any business challenges you’re facing.
Commit to prayer

seek God’s guidance
2. : Identify one area of your business where you need to take action in . Trust

God to lead you even when the way forward isn’t fully clear.
Step out in faith faith

3. : Re�ect on how you can build greater  in your business. What can
you do today to lean into God’s strength and grow in perseverance during tough seasons?
Cultivate resilience resilience
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Chapter 10: Trusting God with the Outcome
Surrendering Control and Embracing God’s Sovereignty

As business owners, we are often tempted to take control of every detail in our companies. We want to

plan, strategize, and implement with precision to ensure success. While planning and taking action are

necessary, one of the most important aspects of Christian leadership is recognizing that, ultimately, the

outcome is not in our hands— . Trusting God with the outcome is a powerful act of

faith and surrender, knowing that He is sovereign over every aspect of our business and lives.

it’s in God’s hands

In this chapter, we will explore what it means to  of our work. We will dive

into the biblical principles of , , and , examining how to release control and

allow God to work in ways we cannot fully understand. We’ll also look at practical ways to implement

this mindset in our daily business decisions, trusting that God’s plan is always greater than our own.

trust God with the outcome

surrender obedience faith

By the end of this chapter, you will be equipped to face uncertainties with , knowing that

God is orchestrating the details of your business for His glory and your ultimate good.

con�dence

The Call to Surrender Control

Recognizing God’s Sovereignty Over the Outcomes

Proverbs 19:21 – “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”

James 4:13-15 – “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a

year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you

ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’”



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 61
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

  : James 4:13-15 provides a sobering reminder that we cannot
predict the future. We may set our goals, make our plans, and envision our success, but ultimately,
the  prevails. This recognition helps us live with , knowing that we are
dependent on God for direction and provision.

The uncertainty of life and business

Lord’s will humility

  : Surrendering control is not a passive act of resignation but an active choice to
submit our , , and  to God. By trusting that He knows best, we can let go of
the  or  and instead rely on His wisdom and guidance.

Releasing control
desires plans outcomes

need for perfection control

Re�ection Questions:

1. Are there areas in your business where you are still trying to control the outcome? How can you
practice  those areas to God’s will?surrendering

2. How does recognizing  over your business outcomes help you release anxiety
and worry? How can you implement this trust in your daily decisions?

God’s sovereignty

Trusting God’s Timing: Patience in the Process

Waiting on God’s Perfect Timing

Psalm 27:14 – “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1 – “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”

  : Proverbs 19:21 reminds us that we may have many plans for our business, but
ultimately, it is  that prevails. As much as we plan and work, we must remember that
the �nal outcome belongs to God. Trusting God with the outcome means releasing our grip on
the future and recognizing that He is the one who directs our steps.

God's plans prevail
God’s purpose

   Psalm 27:14 reminds us that there is strength in waiting on the 
. In business, we often feel the pressure to , especially when facing �nancial

pressures or market changes. However, trusting God means acknowledging that He has a perfect
for everything. Sometimes, the or we experience is part of His plan to re�ne us

or open a better opportunity.

Trusting God’s timing: Lord’s
timing move quickly

timing pause delay 
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  : Waiting on God is often the hardest part of the process. As entrepreneurs, we
can be eager for success and results, but  is an essential aspect of trusting God’s timing.
This patience allows us to  in our faith and character while we wait for His direction and
provision.

Patience in waiting
patience

grow

Re�ection Questions:

1. Are there areas of your business where you are struggling with ? How can you embrace
 and trust that God is working behind the scenes, even when you don’t see immediate

results?

waiting
patience

2. How can you cultivate a heart that ? What practices can you implement to
remind yourself that His plan is always better than our own?

waits on God’s timing

Faith in Action: Moving Forward While Trusting God with the Outcome

Stepping Out in Faith, Even When the Outcome is Unclear

Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is con�dence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not

see.”

2 Corinthians 5:7 – “For we live by faith, not by sight.”

  : Ecclesiastes 3:1 teaches us that there is a season for everything.
Business cycles, growth, and setbacks all fall under God’s timing. When we trust Him with the
outcome, we can rest in the that our business will go through 

, and both are used by God to shape us and ful�ll His purposes.

The inevitability of seasons

knowledge seasons of prosperity and
challenge

  : Hebrews 11:1 de�nes faith as in what we hope for
and in what we do not yet see. As business owners, we are often called to step out in
faith, making decisions or pursuing opportunities that may not have immediate tangible results.
Faith in action means taking the next step, even when we don’t know exactly what lies ahead. It’s
about trusting God with the journey, not just the destination.

Faith as con�dence in the unseen con�dence 
assurance 

   2 Corinthians 5:7 encourages us to l , not by what we see. In
business, this often means moving forward without a clear picture of how things will unfold. It
requires trust in God’s plan and con�dence that He will guide us along the way. Faith is not
passive; it’s about acting in obedience to God, trusting that He will direct our steps.

Living by faith, not sight: ive by faith
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  : Stepping out in faith doesn’t mean being reckless or ignoring the realities
of business. Rather, it means moving forward in  to what God is calling you to do,
trusting that He will use your e�orts for His glory. Even when the future seems uncertain, acting
in faith means walking forward with  and  to God’s leading.

The role of obedience
obedience

courage obedience

Re�ection Questions:

1. Is there an area of your business where God is calling you to take a ? How can you
move forward con�dently, trusting God with the ?

step of faith
outcome

2. How does , rather than by sight, change the way you approach challenges and
opportunities in your business?

living by faith

Letting Go of Worry: Trusting God’s Provision

Releasing Anxiety and Embracing Peace

Philippians 4:6-7 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Matthew 6:25-34 – “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?... But

seek �rst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

  : Philippians 4:6-7 reminds us that and are not
what God intends for us. When we face challenges, we are called to present our concerns to God
through , trusting that He will give us peace that transcends understanding. This peace
guards our hearts and minds, freeing us from the constant weight of stress and worry about the
outcome.

Releasing anxiety through prayer anxiety worry 

prayer

  : Matthew 6:25-34 teaches us that worrying about our needs is futile.
God promises to for us when we seek His kingdom �rst. This means that when we face
uncertainty in business, we can trust that God will provide for our , and

. Trusting God with the outcome means releasing our fear of and embracing His
promise to care for us.

Trusting God’s provision
provide 

�nancial needs, resources
guidance lack 
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  : By focusing on , we prioritize His purposes over
personal success or wealth. Trusting in God’s provision shifts our focus from  to

, acknowledging that all we need comes from Him.

Seeking God’s kingdom �rst God’s kingdom
self-su�ciency

God-dependence

Re�ection Questions:

1. What are you currently  about in your business? How can you  through
prayer and trust in God’s provision?

worried release that anxiety

2. How can you seek  in your business practices, trusting that He will provide
what you need to ful�ll His purposes?

God’s kingdom �rst

Conclusion: Trusting God with the Outcome

Trusting God with the outcome of our business is not a passive resignation—it is an active expression of

 and . As Christian business owners, we are called to make decisions and move forward

with con�dence in God’s sovereignty, His timing, and His provision. When we surrender control,

embrace God’s timing, step out in faith, and release worry, we free ourselves to operate in peace and

con�dence, knowing that God is guiding every aspect of our work.

faith obedience

As you continue to navigate your business journey, may you be reminded daily that 

and that He will bring about the outcome He desires for His glory and your good.

God is in control

Action Steps:

1. : Identify areas in your business where you are trying to control the
outcome. Take a moment to surrender them to God, trusting Him with the results.
Surrender areas of control

2. : Commit to  regularly for wisdom and direction in your
business decisions. Ask God to guide your steps and help you trust His timing.
Pray for guidance and trust praying

3. : Identify a current worry in your business and present it to God in prayer. Commit
to  with the outcome and living in the peace He promises.
Release worry

trusting Him
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Chapter 11: The Business Owner’s Role in the Great Commission

A Kingdom Perspective on Business

As Christian business owners, we are often faced with the challenge of balancing the demands of

running a business with the call to ful�ll the Great Commission. The Great Commission, as stated in

Matthew 28:19-20, is a clear mandate from Jesus to . This command

is not just for missionaries, pastors, or evangelists; it’s for every believer, including business owners,

professionals, and workers in all sectors of society.

go and make disciples of all nations

In this chapter, we will explore the  in the Great Commission and how our work in

the marketplace can serve as a powerful tool for advancing God’s kingdom. We will look at how to

integrate , , and  into your business practices. Whether through

, , or , every aspect of your business can

become an opportunity to participate in God’s redemptive work on earth.

business owner’s role

evangelism discipleship kingdom impact

employee relationships customer service corporate missions

By the end of this chapter, you will have a renewed understanding of how your business can serve as a

platform for ful�lling the Great Commission, turning your daily work into a divine calling that makes a

lasting impact on the lives of others.

Integrating the Great Commission into Business Vision

Seeing Your Business as a Mission Field

Matthew 28:19-20 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded

you.”

Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for

human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the

Lord Christ you are serving.”
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  : For many Christian business owners, the idea of the  often
conjures up images of far-o� places or overseas missions. However, the mission �eld is right where
you are— . The people you work with, the customers you serve, and the vendors
you partner with are all part of the harvest �eld. Matthew 28:19-20 calls us to  in all
nations, which includes our workplace, community, and marketplace. Your business is a 

 that God has strategically placed you in to impact others for Christ.

Business as a mission �eld mission �eld

in your business
make disciples

mission
�eld
  : Colossians 3:23-24 encourages us to work with a mindset that we
are ultimately serving Christ, not just our clients or customers. When we view our work as part of
God’s plan, we approach it with a sense of —seeing every interaction and
transaction as an opportunity to re�ect Christ. Whether you’re managing a team, providing a
service, or creating a product, your business is a platform to minister to others and advance the
kingdom of God.

Work as worship and ministry

divine purpose

  : Your business is not just a way to earn a living; it’s a 
, , and . By integrating the Great Commission into your

business vision, you begin to see every decision, every employee, and every customer as an
opportunity to ful�ll God’s purposes.

Business as a tool for kingdom work tool for
evangelism discipleship kingdom impact

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you currently view your business in relation to the ? How can you
begin to see your business as a  for the gospel?

Great Commission
mission �eld

2. In what ways can you align your  and  with God’s global mission, ensuring
that every aspect of your business advances His kingdom?

business vision mission

Evangelism Through Business: Reaching People for Christ

Engaging Customers and Employees in Gospel Conversations

1 Peter 3:15 – “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and

respect.”
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  : Evangelism in the marketplace often begins with .
As a business owner, you have the unique opportunity to build relationships with employees,
customers, suppliers, and business partners, which can open doors for sharing the gospel. 1 Peter
3:15 encourages us to always be prepared to give an answer for the hope we have, doing so with

 and . In your business, this means living out your faith in such a way that people
are drawn to ask about the hope you have in Christ.

Evangelism through relationships relationships

gentleness respect

  : Matthew 5:14-16 teaches that we are called to be the 
—a light that cannot be hidden. As a Christian business owner, your work is a re�ection of

your faith. Through acts of integrity, generosity, and excellence, you can make a visible di�erence
in the world around you. Your , , and  are
ways to shine the light of Christ in a dark world.

Being a light in the marketplace light of the
world

business practices customer service employee treatment

  : Evangelism doesn’t always have to be a formal
presentation—it can be embedded in the  of your business. By fostering an environment
where faith is respected and encouraged, you create opportunities for employees and customers to
see Christ in you and ask questions about your faith. Your business is a natural place for gospel
conversations to arise.

Integrating evangelism into business culture
culture

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you integrate  into your relationships with  and ? What
practical steps can you take to create an environment where gospel conversations can take place?

evangelism employees customers

2. Are you living in such a way that your  is evident to others? How can you shine the 
 in your business more intentionally?

faith light of
Christ

Discipleship and Leadership: Developing Others for Christ

Mentoring and Equipping Employees for Spiritual Growth

Matthew 5:14-16 – “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
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  : One of the greatest opportunities for business owners is the ability
to disciple and mentor employees. 2 Timothy 2:2 emphasizes the importance of  the
truths of the gospel to reliable people who can then pass them on to others. This process of

 is integral to ful�lling the Great Commission. By mentoring employees and
providing opportunities for , you can raise up leaders who will go on to impact
others for Christ.

Discipleship in the workplace
entrusting

multiplying disciples
spiritual growth

  : As a Christian business owner, your role extends beyond managing �nances
and products. You are called to be a , guiding your employees in both professional
and spiritual matters. Matthew 28:20 reminds us to  others to obey Christ’s commands. As a
business owner, this might look like o�ering spiritual guidance, prayer, or even creating
opportunities for employees to  through Bible studies or fellowship.

Spiritual leadership
spiritual leader

teach

grow in their faith
  : A culture of discipleship in your business is one where
employees are encouraged to grow in their faith and are equipped to serve others. This could
include o�ering resources for Bible study, inviting employees to participate in , or
simply being available to pray for or mentor them. The goal is to create a work environment that
nurtures both professional and .

Fostering a culture of discipleship

volunteer work

spiritual development

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you become more intentional about  your employees? Are there ways you can
provide opportunities for  within your business?

discipling
spiritual growth

2. In what ways can you mentor and equip others for  through your leadership? How
can you model  in your business?

kingdom work
Christ-like leadership

Using Business Resources for Kingdom Impact

Leveraging Business Pro�ts for Kingdom Purposes

Matthew 28:20 – “And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

2 Timothy 2:2 – “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to

reliable people who will also be quali�ed to teach others.”
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  : As business owners, it’s easy to view pro�ts as a means to
build personal wealth or achieve success. However, 1 Timothy 6:17-19 teaches us that our wealth
is not to be  but to be used for , , and . Your
business pro�ts can fund missions, charitable e�orts, community outreach, or Christian ministries
that help advance the Great Commission.

Wealth as a tool for God’s kingdom

hoarded good deeds generosity kingdom purposes

  : Acts 20:35 teaches that it is more blessed to give than to
receive. When we use our business resources to help others, we are participating in God’s work on
earth. Business owners can be a  to the kingdom of God by using pro�ts, time, and
in�uence to support ministries, spread the gospel, and provide for the needy.

Generosity through business resources

blessing

  : The way you approach business decisions can directly impact
the advancement of God’s kingdom. Whether it’s through , , or

, your business can serve as a . The more you align
your resources with God’s mission, the greater the impact your business will have in ful�lling the
Great Commission.

Kingdom-centered business strategy
ethical practices job creation

funding kingdom initiatives vehicle for ministry

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you use your  to support ? Are there ministries or
causes that you can contribute to as a business owner?

business pro�ts kingdom purposes

2. In what ways can your business strategy align with , making a lasting impact
for the gospel and serving others in need?

God’s kingdom work

Acts 20:35 – “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 – “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with

everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be

generous and willing to share.”
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Conclusion: Fulfilling the Great Commission Through Your Business

As a Christian business owner, you have a unique and powerful opportunity to ful�ll the 

 right where you are. Your business can become a platform for , , and

. By aligning your business with God’s purposes, you can make a profound di�erence in

the lives of employees, customers, and communities.

Great

Commission evangelism discipleship

kingdom impact

May you continue to see your business as more than just a way to make a living, but as a 

where you actively participate in God’s redemptive work. As you trust Him with the outcomes and align

your e�orts with His kingdom, you will see how God uses your business to  and

.

mission �eld

advance the gospel

transform lives

Action Steps:

1. : Does your business vision align with ? Consider how
you can reframe your goals to focus on making disciples and advancing the kingdom of God.
Revisit your business mission God’s mission

2. : How can you make your business a place where 
and  happen naturally? Plan ways to engage employees, customers, and partners in
gospel conversations.

Create opportunities for evangelism evangelism
discipleship

3. : Commit to using your  and resources to
support , , or  that aligns with God’s work on earth.
Use resources for kingdom purposes business pro�ts

ministries missions community outreach
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Chapter 12: Maintaining Balance Between Work and Rest

The Rhythm of Work and Rest

In the modern world, the demands of business can often overwhelm us. The constant pressure to meet

deadlines, grow our companies, increase pro�tability, and keep employees happy can leave us feeling

stretched thin. In this culture of productivity and busyness, the concept of  often feels like a luxury

we can’t a�ord. However, as Christian business owners, we are called to live according to God’s design,

which includes both  and  as essential parts of a healthy, balanced life.

rest

work rest

This chapter will explore the biblical principles of  and  and how they are meant to coexist in a

rhythm that honors God. We will discuss how to integrate regular  into your busy schedule, not as a

break from work, but as a crucial part of your . We will also address the importance of

 and how to create boundaries between work and rest in a way that promotes both 

and .

work rest

rest

work-life harmony

Sabbath productivity

spiritual well-being

By the end of this chapter, you will have a deeper understanding of how to maintain balance between

the demands of your business and the need for restorative rest. This balance will not only help you stay

physically and emotionally healthy but will also enable you to serve God more e�ectively in your

business and life.

The Biblical Foundation of Work and Rest

God’s Design for Work and Rest

Genesis 2:2-3 – “By the seventh day God had �nished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh

day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he

rested from all the work of creating that he had done.”

Exodus 20:8-11 – “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all

your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work…”
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  : In Genesis 2:2-3, we see that after God created the
heavens and the earth, He rested on the seventh day. This rest was not because God needed it, but
because He  for us. God’s creation of a rhythm of work and rest established the

 of life. Work is a vital part of God’s design, but so is rest.

Work and rest are part of God’s creation

set an example
natural order
  : In Exodus 20:8-11, God commands us to  and keep
it holy. The Sabbath is a day of rest, set apart from the regular workweek, in which we cease from
our labor and . This principle of rest is not just a suggestion—it’s a command
that acknowledges our need for spiritual renewal and physical rejuvenation.

Sabbath as a command remember the Sabbath

reconnect with God

  : Rest is not merely a break from work, but a gift from God. It is a time
to pause, re�ect, recharge, and enjoy His presence. When we neglect rest, we miss the opportunity
to be restored in body, mind, and spirit.  is essential for maintaining a balanced life
and ful�lling our roles as stewards of God’s creation, including our businesses.

Rest as a gift, not a burden

Sabbath rest

Re�ection Questions:

1. How do you currently view  and  in your life? Do you tend to prioritize one over the
other?

work rest

2. How can you implement  into your business practices, allowing for
both productivity and restoration?

God’s rhythm of work and rest

The Importance of Sabbath Rest for Business Owners

Setting Aside Time for Renewal and Re�ection

Mark 2:27 – “Then he said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.’”

Hebrews 4:9-10 – “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters

God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his.”

  : In Mark 2:27, Jesus clari�es that the Sabbath was created
for our good. It is not meant to be a burdensome rule but a day to rest and refresh our bodies,
minds, and spirits. As business owners, we are often tempted to skip rest in the name of
productivity. However, God’s design for rest is not only a physical necessity but a  as
well.

The Sabbath was made for our bene�t

spiritual one
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  : Hebrews 4:9-10 emphasizes that Sabbath rest is also about 
. As we step away from the pressures of business and work, we create space to reconnect

with God, meditate on His word, and replenish our spiritual strength. This time of rest is not just
about physical rest but about �nding  and  in God’s presence.

The need for spiritual renewal spiritual
renewal

peace renewal
  : For business owners, creating  between work and rest is vital. When
we fail to set aside intentional time for rest, we risk , neglecting our spiritual health, and
sacri�cing time with family and loved ones. A dedicated day of Sabbath or regular periods of rest
help maintain  and keep us grounded in God’s calling for our lives.

Setting boundaries boundaries
burnout

balance

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you make  a regular part of your week? What boundaries do you need to set
in order to protect your time for rest?

Sabbath rest

2. How does the concept of  through Sabbath rest impact your approach to your
business and personal life?

spiritual renewal

The Balance Between Work and Rest: Creating Healthy Rhythms

Managing Time to Prioritize Rest Without Sacri�cing Work

Ecclesiastes 3:1 – “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”

Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take

my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will �nd rest for

your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

  : Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that there is a time for everything,
including both and . Life is meant to be lived in seasons, with each season o�ering a time
to focus on di�erent aspects of our calling. The key is creating a of work and rest that
re�ects the natural �ow of time and honors God.

God’s timing for work and rest
work rest

rhythm 
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  : Finding balance between work and rest requires
intentionality. Consider blocking o� time each week for rest, setting boundaries for when work
will end each day, and prioritizing time for personal spiritual growth. The goal is to work 
and with  during your work hours, but to also create space for recovery, re�ection, and
spiritual renewal. When we honor the rhythm of work and rest, we honor God’s design for our
lives.

Practical steps to balance work and rest

diligently
excellence

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you create a  of work and rest in your life? What speci�c steps can you
take to ensure that you are not sacri�cing your health, relationships, or spiritual well-being for the
sake of business success?

healthy rhythm

2. In what areas of your life do you feel  or burdened? How can you  to renew
your strength and perspective?

weary rest in Christ

Preventing Burnout: Recognizing the Need for Rest

Protecting Your Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual Health

Matthew 6:33 – “But seek �rst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to

you as well.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in

you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore

honor God with your bodies.”

  : Matthew 11:28-30 invites us to �nd in Christ, particularly when
we are weary and burdened. Business owners can easily become overwhelmed by the
responsibilities and pressures of running a business. Jesus o�ers us rest for our souls when we
come to Him with our burdens. This rest is not just about physical relaxation—it’s about �nding
peace and strength in His presence, so that we can carry the demands of business with grace.

Rest as a source of strength rest 



The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

Page 75
The Divine Purpose of Work - Business Owners

  : Matthew 6:33 encourages us to  and trust that He will
provide for our needs. When we make time for rest and spiritual renewal, we are putting God’s
priorities �rst. Rest is not only for our physical well-being, but it is also an expression of  in
God’s provision and sovereignty.

Seeking God �rst seek �rst God’s kingdom

trust

Re�ection Questions:

1. Are you feeling  or overwhelmed in your business? How can you incorporate more 
into your schedule to prevent burnout and protect your health?

burned out rest

2. How can you  with your body by caring for your , , and 
 through intentional rest?

honor God physical emotional spiritual
health

Conclusion: Embracing God’s Rhythm of Work and Rest

As Christian business owners, we are called to embrace both  and  as part of God’s design. By

integrating regular  into our schedules, we allow ourselves to be renewed physically, emotionally, and

spiritually. Rest is not a luxury but a  for sustainable success, and it enables us to continue

working for God’s kingdom with , , and .

work rest

rest

necessity

joy energy focus

As you seek to maintain balance in your life and business, may you be reminded of God’s perfect

rhythm of work and rest. Trust that He will provide the strength you need to accomplish His purposes,

while also honoring the time He has given you to rest, recharge, and reconnect with Him.

   The demands of business can be overwhelming, and without intentional
rest, burnout can set in. Both physical and emotional exhaustion can take a toll on your health,
relationships, and ability to lead e�ectively. Recognizing when you need rest is critical to long-term
success and sustainability. Regular rest allows us to , preventing burnout and enabling us
to continue serving God’s purposes in the business world.

Rest prevents burnout:

recharge

  : 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 reminds us that our bodies are 
 and should be treated with respect. This includes maintaining our 

by incorporating rest, exercise, and nutrition into our routines. When we fail to rest and take care
of our physical health, we are neglecting the stewardship of the body that God has given us.

Honoring God with our bodies temples of
the Holy Spirit physical health
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Action Steps:

1. : Set boundaries between your work and rest times. Commit to
taking regular breaks during the day, having a day o� each week, and incorporating longer periods
of rest as needed.

Create a rhythm of work and rest

2. : Schedule time each week to connect with God through prayer,
Scripture, and re�ection. Make this time a non-negotiable part of your weekly routine.
Prioritize spiritual renewal

3. : Pay attention to signs of fatigue, stress, and burnout. When you feel
overwhelmed, take time to rest and recharge, trusting that God will sustain you and provide the
strength you need.

Listen to your body
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Chapter 13: Building a Sustainable Business Model

Designing a Business for Long-Term Impact

In today’s rapidly changing business environment, the need for a sustainable business model is more

important than ever. As Christian business owners, we are called to create businesses that not only

succeed �nancially but also , , and  in the

marketplace. A truly sustainable business goes beyond pro�tability; it is one that thrives while making a

lasting impact on people, the environment, and society at large.

re�ect our values serve our communities ful�ll our mission

This chapter will explore how to build a  that aligns with biblical principles,

creates long-term value, and supports your mission of serving both God and others. We’ll discuss the

essential components of a sustainable business: aligning your values with your operations, integrating

community engagement into your strategy, ensuring , and laying the groundwork for a

 that will endure beyond your tenure as business owner.

sustainable business model

ethical growth

legacy

By the end of this chapter, you will have practical tools and insights to build a business that not only

generates pro�t but also brings glory to God and serves as a  in the marketplace.force for good

Aligning Your Business with Biblical Values

 Establishing a Kingdom-Centered Business Foundation

Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for

human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the

Lord Christ you are serving.”

Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”
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  : The foundation of a sustainable business begins with 
 with God’s purposes. In Colossians 3:23-24, we are reminded that in all our work,

we are serving the Lord. This mindset changes the way we approach business—our work is not
just about �nancial success but about serving God through excellence, integrity, and a
commitment to His will.

Purpose-driven business aligning your
business goals

  : Your business should be an extension of God’s kingdom, working toward His
redemptive purposes. This means examining every aspect of your business—

—to ensure that they re�ect biblical
values. When you commit your work to the Lord (Proverbs 16:3), He will establish your plans and
use your business as a vessel for His glory.

Kingdom impact
from your vision and

mission to your products, services, and employee culture

  : A sustainable business model must be rooted in ethical principles such as
, , and . This is especially important as your business grows and interacts

with various stakeholders (employees, customers, suppliers, etc.). Aligning your business with
God’s values ensures that every decision re�ects His character and contributes to a greater

.

Ethical foundations
integrity honesty fairness

kingdom impact

Re�ection Questions:

1. How does your  align with God’s greater purpose? Are there ways in which you can
better align your business with biblical values and the mission of God’s kingdom?

business vision

2. What steps can you take to  consistently re�ects , from
your internal culture to your external interactions?

ensure that your business God’s character

Integrating Community Engagement and Service into Your Business Strategy

Building a Business that Serves People and the Common Good

Jeremiah 29:7 – “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.

Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Matthew 5:14-16 – “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
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  : Jeremiah 29:7 encourages us to  of the city
where we live. For business owners, this means going beyond making pro�ts and actively looking
for ways to positively in�uence the local community. Whether through employment, local
partnerships, or contributing to social causes, your business should be a  in your
community.

Serving the community seek the peace and prosperity

force for good

  : Matthew 5:14-16 reminds us that our work should be visible to the world in a way
that brings . As a business owner, you are called to lead with , , and

. Your actions and decisions in the marketplace should serve as a  of your
faith and inspire others to seek Christ.

Shining a light
glory to God integrity service

compassion testimony

  : A sustainable business must take into account its impact on
the broader community and world. This involves creating business practices that 

, whether it’s through environmentally sustainable practices, ethical sourcing, or supporting
local charities. Community engagement is a vital part of a business strategy that seeks to build
long-term success and .

Corporate social responsibility (CSR)
serve the greater

good

create value beyond pro�t

Re�ection Questions:

1. In what ways does your business currently serve the  and contribute to the 
? Are there areas where you can enhance this engagement?

community common
good

2. How can you  to be a  in your community, both in your practices
and your public presence?

leverage your business visible light

Ensuring Ethical Growth: Balancing Profitability and Integrity

Sustainable and Ethical Business Practices

Proverbs 16:8 – “Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.”

Luke 16:10 – “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”
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  : Proverbs 16:8 emphasizes that  is more valuable than wealth gained
through . Building a business on integrity requires making decisions that prioritize

 over mere pro�tability. A sustainable business must recognize that long-term success comes
not just from increasing revenue but from maintaining high standards of , , and

 for others.

Ethical growth righteousness
unethical means

ethics
honesty fairness

respect
  : Luke 16:10 teaches that  leads to trust in larger
matters. As your business grows, it is essential to maintain  at every level. This means
ensuring fair wages for employees, being transparent with customers, and avoiding shortcuts that
compromise quality or ethical standards. Ethical business practices build trust, loyalty, and a 

 that will sustain your business in the long term.

Trustworthiness faithfulness in small things
integrity

strong
reputation
  : A truly sustainable business model focuses not just on short-term pro�ts
but on long-term sustainability. This includes creating business practices that 

. Instead of pursuing pro�ts at all costs, sustainable growth prioritizes
ethical practices, resource management, and strategic partnerships that align with your  and
contribute to .

Sustainable pro�tability
bene�t both the

business and the community
values

God’s kingdom

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you ensure that your business continues to grow in an  manner,
prioritizing integrity over pro�ts?

ethical and sustainable

2. In what ways can you make  that align with your values, even if it means sacri�cing
short-term pro�ts?

ethical decisions

Building a Legacy: Creating Long-Term Impact Through Your Business

Laying the Groundwork for a Lasting Impact

Proverbs 13:22 – “A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth

is stored up for the righteous.”

Matthew 6:19-21 – “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
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  : Proverbs 13:22 teaches that a good person leaves an inheritance for future
generations. As a business owner, the decisions you make today impact not only your employees
and customers but also your family, your community, and future generations. A sustainable
business is one that , not just in terms of �nancial wealth, but in terms of ,

, and .

Leaving a legacy

builds a legacy values
service impact
  : Matthew 6:19-21 reminds us that the most valuable investments are not
those that bring temporary wealth, but those that lay up treasures in . The legacy you build
with your business should focus on eternal outcomes—whether it’s through , 

, or . Your business should contribute to God’s kingdom, using
pro�ts and resources to serve others, support ministries, and make a lasting di�erence in the world.

Kingdom-focused legacy
heaven

mentorship ethical
practices kingdom investments

  : A key element of building a legacy is ensuring that your business remains
sustainable even after you step away.  is essential for ensuring that the values
and mission you’ve built into your business continue long after your leadership ends. This
involves  future leaders,  in the vision and mission of your business,
and preparing for the  to carry on the work.

Succession planning
Succession planning

mentoring training employees
next generation

Re�ection Questions:

1. How can you build a  with your business that impacts future generations? What steps can
you take today to start leaving a lasting mark for God’s kingdom?

legacy

2. Are you thinking about  in your business? How can you ensure that your
 and  continue to guide the company after you’ve moved on?

succession planning
values mission

Conclusion: A Sustainable Business Built on God’s Principles

Building a sustainable business is not just about achieving �nancial success. It is about creating a

business model that re�ects your , , and ful�lls your  in the

marketplace. By aligning your business with biblical principles, integrating community engagement,

ensuring ethical growth, and building a legacy that lasts, you can create a business that serves both God

and others.

values serves your community mission

As Christian business owners, we have the unique opportunity to use our businesses as tools for

, shaping the marketplace with integrity, generosity, and purpose. May you continue to

build a business that honors God and serves the world around you, leaving a legacy that points others to

Christ and His eternal purposes.

kingdom impact
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Action Steps:

1. : Review your company’s mission and values to
ensure they re�ect your  and God’s purposes. Make adjustments where necessary to ensure
your business serves both God and the community.

Align your business vision with biblical principles
faith

2. : Prioritize  and  in every business decision. Ensure
that growth doesn’t come at the cost of ethical practices or long-term value.
Invest in ethical growth integrity sustainability

3. : Begin thinking about how your business can leave a lasting impact. Consider
succession planning, mentoring future leaders, and using your business resources to 

.

Create a legacy plan
support

God’s kingdom
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As a business owner, you carry the unique responsibility and opportunity to
align your work with God's greater purpose. Work, as designed by God, is
not merely a means of survival or �nancial gain, but a divine calling—a way
to serve others, re�ect Christ's love, and bring glory to God. This book is
here to help you understand how to view your business not only as an
enterprise but also as a ministry—an extension of God's work in the
marketplace.

Throughout this guide, you will discover how to embrace your business as a
tool for advancing God’s kingdom. From biblical perspectives on work to
practical steps for applying godly principles in every area of your business,
this book provides a roadmap for integrating faith and work in a way that
honors God, serves your employees and customers, and makes a lasting
impact on your community and beyond. 
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