Are Seniors Becoming an Endangered Species?

| was talking to my friend Rene just before Chair yoga started at Juan de
Fuca Senior Center, yesterday. He's one of our leaders, a great guy with

a great sense of humour and an unexpectedly deep sense of
philosophy.

| told him | was rather appalled at the situation we Seniors were facing

at Tri Way Mobile Home Park, where we own our own homes there but
lease the land.

“Now the land is up for sale”, |told Rene.
“I’m planning to write about Seniors being an Endangered species.

He said, “ I heard about that impending sale. | think the problem really
started way back in the 1950’s .

When | looked startled, he continued.

“No one in the city’s planning group back then thought our age group
was going to keep living this long. That’s why we now have inadequate
housing, for example. And as we keep living, taking our vitamins and
all, exercising, living more peacefully and watching our excesses....hey
we’re still here and going strong!”

He scratched the back of his head thoughtfully and added, “ And don’t
forget we're being helped along with our doctors, so here we are over
eighty. Way back then, they thought we’d die long before this.”

| thought about what he’d said, and thought about the situation of Tri
Way Mobile Homes land being sold. | wondered about where we in the
park were going to go. There are no more mobile homes in the area.



| said to Rene, “This mobile home park we’re in is beautiful, a real
contributor to green energy with its tall trees, grass, flower beds. We
homeowners have also installed our own trees, flower/veggie gardens
on the land we’re leasing.”

He nodded and said, “The ones in charge are having a real problem of
dealing with us elders....| wonder how it’ll be for our grandchildren who
will probably be living into the 100’s in years! The exercise class started
with Ruth leading today, so our “Park Problem” conversation stopped.

As we went through our Chair Yoga, | also wondered if the land was
purchased now, would all the green park be turned over to developers
who intended to build those grey concrete many storied condo
buildings ? And | further questioned what that would it do to our
natural resources, like air quality, tranquility, birds, butterflies, wild
natural dwellers, and other important areas.

Most of us living in Tri-Way-Mobile Home Park are living independently,
and/ or taking care of a mate so we both can keep living on our own.
The high cost of apartments and renting condos, for us, is astronomical
and way beyond our resources now. But we live independently and we
all pay our taxes. We wonder what’s in store for us if/when the land
sells.

What do you think?



