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DocumentarY

exposes youth

sextrafficking
in the region
Frontline workers aim

to break the silence

Rick Stiebel
NewsStaff

A documentarY about the sexual

exploitation of Youth aims to Pull
Uack the curtain on Victoria's dirty
secret.

of the Mobile Youth Services Team

(MYST) as theY tackle thecomPlex
challenges facing vulnerable youth'

"Predators have quicklY come to
realuethat being online allows for

Association and co-ordinator of
Crime Reduction and ExPloitation
Diversion (CRED). "The explosion

of social'media, easY access to the

internet and PornograPhY and the

nor malization o f hi ghly sexualize d

and often violent content are all is-

sues that contribute to the exploita-
tion of young PeoPle."

Continued on A5

rri-way Mobile Home pa* residents Roy (ooke and neighbour Bill Bowering are mong-residents in the langford (ommu-

nitynwfio worry aloutitr. futur. disposition of their homes. (Jane Skrypnek/News Staff)

langford mobile home Park
residents living'in limbo'

homes are "in lirrrbo" and their
futures are uncertain.

The group of aged 55-Plus citi-
zens are residents of Tii-WaY Mo-
bile Home'Park, a 12-aqe section
of homes and greensPace between

Spencer Middle School and the
Trans-Canada HighwaY that's
been around since 1958.

However, for residents of the
mobile home Park who saY theY

were assured bY their landlord
that their future was secure, the

And boy it's a shock when You
get there,
85, said
little bit
standing goes a long waY."

The letter informed residents

the land - Parl of a larger 50-
acre parcel - was uP for sale.

Continued on A4

Tri-Way Mobile

Home Park tenants

fear for their future
Jane SkryPnek
NewsStaff

In a communitY of more than
100 residents, manY are distraught

and enraged. TheY feel their
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THURSD,

format.
His wife has multiple scle-

rosis and being able to easily
access the outdoors and go for
short walks is invaluable to her,
he said. "They've kind of got
us by the short and curlies,"
he added.

Residents have expressed all
of these concerns and more
repeatedly to various members
of the city and to TiiWay De-
velopments

Prior to any rezoning being
passed, council usually holds a
public hearing. However, due
to the COVID-l9 pandemic,
instead of apublichearing resi-
dents were able to submit letters

Tii-Way Park residents 2b.
mitted seven letterg alongside
several others fromcitizens con-
cerned about the environmental
impact a redevelopment would
have. During the Aug. 17 meet-
ing, residents were also given
an opportunity to speak during
a Zoom call public participa-
tion. But Tii-Way Representa-
tives Group members Kedge
and Nentwig said this format
prevented many older residents
from participating.

Those who did participate
expressed their grievances for
near$ an hour, at the end of
which Kedge and Nentwig said
they were shocked that council

didn't further the discussionbe-
fore passing the rezoning.

NoW with the initial rezoning
passed Kedge and Nentwig said
they are relying on the protec-
tion of the covenant and the
goodwill of the development
company.

In the covenant, it states, "The
parties agree that this Agree-
ment represented a comprehen-
sive plan for compensation sat-
isfactory to city council.'l This
comprehensive plan promises
residents the better of city or
provincial policy regarding mo-
bile home park redevelopment.

On top of the required
I 2-months notice and payment
of assessed value dictated in
the B.C. Manufactured Home
Park Tenancy Act, the Lang-
ford Manufactured Home Park
Redevelopment Policy requires
the developer to submit a com-
pensation plan for council's ap-
proval prior to redevelopment.
It also mentions a reserrre fund
that council is to make avail-
able to homeowners by way of
a municipal grant application.

The latest update residents
received from TiiWay Devel-
opments is that it will complete
the sale by the end of October.

Until then, residents say their
levels of frustration and anxiety
are only going up.

News hasn't all been negative
for mobile home park residents
Continuedfrom A4

"We're very close to the edge
right now as far as solvency. It's
been bleak for us and it contin-
ues to be that way. We're literally
bleeding out," Jolly added.

Other residents fear the value
of their homes are so lorv, they
won't be able to survive on the
money they make if they are
forced to sell on the open mar-
ket. Maureen L,ewis, 74, is one
of those residents and said she
is sick with worry over what's
to come.

According to the BC Assess-
ment Authority, 2020 assessed

values of Tri-Way Park mobile
homes range between $21,700
and $348,000.

Therehas, however, been some
recent good news for residents.

TiiWay Developments secured
alternative affordable housing
for residents who want to or
have to leave by securing a
deal with the Capital Regional
Housing Corporation (CRHC)
and B.C. Housing. In a Sept.
20 release, B.C. Housing an-
nounced the 58-unit building
nill be located in the irrnediate
vicinity of the currentpark and
construction is expected to begin
in January 2021.

In an email, TriWay Devel-
opments said it doesnl plan on
redeveloping the mobile home
park until the CRHC building is
readyfor residents to move into.

Hartshorne argued in the
Aug. 17 council meeting that
the CRHC building will be a
welcome change for many Tfi-
Way Park residents and some
of them agreed. For those who
have lost their partner or are
struggling to maintain their
home and yard, an apartment
is an appealing choice.

But, for residents like Roy
Cookg the entire point of living
in a mobile home park is getting
to have a yard in an affordable

Rob Jolly and lauilna Nonis have been making payments on their empty
mobile home for a year and a half. (Rob Jolly)


