
                 FLOODING IN THE DESERT 
 
The set-up for the Phoenix Desert Empire Regional was 
scheduled for 11 A.M. on Sunday morning:  The tables 
were to arrive, board members were to bring supplies from 
the storage unit, the head director was to be there and team 
members were prepared to help. We were READY! 
 
At 2 AM Saturday morning, Talking Stick Resort was 
flooded and had no power. You have to live in the desert 
southwest to appreciate the impact of summer monsoon 
season. You can witness haboobs (tremendous dust storms 
that cover everything and reduce visibility to near zero) and 
flash floods that go from nothing to inundation in minutes. 
The flooding knocked out Arizona Public Service power 
and took out TSR's primary and auxiliary generators. The 
pumps went out and the ground floor of the facility was 
under water. 
 
Although I suspected Talking Stick was going to be closed 
for the week I did not find out for sure until Sunday 
morning. We were faced with an indescribably complex 
logistic problem. We decided to hold the tournament if the 
two larger Scottsdale clubs were agreeable. Most 
importantly, how would we contact all the players who had 
scheduled to attend the tournament? As tournament chair 
this was my responsibility. For 13 straight hours on Sunday 
I sent email blasts thru the ACBL Pianola and Constant 
Contact, answered emails and phone calls. 
  



With a coordinated effort of the two major Scottsdale clubs 
(In Tempo Bridge Center run by owner, Kandi Osborne, 
and Bridge on Shea, run by Suzette Wynn, Liz Erling 
and Sallie Dillian) and the Unit, arrangements began for all 
the things that had to be put in place to accommodate the 
hundreds of players. Of course, none of the things that the 
TSR was to provide as part of the contract were available. 
Our board members had to determine solutions for the 
resulting lost venue provisions: food, cleaning bathrooms, 
lighting and daily cleanup. In addition, being at two places 
requires double the volunteers: two partnership desks, two 
help desks, two registration desks. Our Unit website was 
updated daily and District 17 posted information for us. 
The first game time was 1:30 Monday afternoon and the 
Regional began on time. 
 
One of our board members visited Costco so many times 
during the week they knew her name. Our board president 
showed up Tuesday morning with cleaning gloves and 
cleaning supplies to clean the men’s bathroom.  Our board 
did any and everything to make the Regional run as 
smoothly as possible. Many of us worked 12 hours/day and 
played bridge also. We came together as a team! 
 
Many thanks to our board members: Murali Nair, Heather 
Cook, Susan Kay Schultz, Anne Marie Harrington, Bill 
Carstens, Ellen Tryba, Barbara Leavitt, Alan Cook, Rod 
Bias, Kim Corbin, Eddie Katten and Tad Hofkin. Although 
Tom Windler is not a board member he worked tirelessly.  
Our two local clubs deserve high praise. Also thanks to Jay 
Whipple, Cindy Shoemaker and District 17 board. Head 



director Gary Zeiger and his staff deserve kudos. Also, 
thanks to all the other local volunteers not mentioned. 
Many thanks to the 793 players who came from near and 
far. All of us who worked so hard appreciate your support. 

 
Barring fire, flood or other natural disaster we’ll be back at 
Scottsdale Talking Stick Resort and & Casino next year 
August 12-18, 2019. This truly is a great venue, join us! 
 
JoAnne Lowe Tournament Chairperson 
 
 


