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Our aim is to provide a secure and loving environment so that children can start to become independent happily and learn through play using a wide choice of activities.

In order to do this we will:

· Build on the children’s prior experience and knowledge, ensuring equality of access to all areas of learning in our setting and the community around us.

· Provide opportunities for children to learn in a variety of ways, providing ‘Free Play’ opportunities at all times, without a rigid structure.

· Provide, within the space allocated to us, a wide variety of activities in a safe environment, both those planned by adults and those planned or initiated by the children.

· Plan an active curriculum so that children will learn with enjoyment as they play.

· Nurture and develop the children’s self-esteem allowing them to gain self-confidence by ensuring they feel valued.

· Help provide a smooth confident transition from Pre-School to school.

· Support and extend individual children’s needs, through careful observation of each child.

· Carry out observations on all the children at regular intervals. These observations will be used to 
· 
Monitor a child during the settling in period.

· 
Ascertain a particular interest or an involvement in an


activity.

· 
Ascertain how we can meet the needs of a particular child.
· 
Influence planned activities.

· 
Record progress in the Learning intentions towards the Early 
Learning Goals set out in the Development Matters in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) 

Development matters in the Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS)
Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people and in the world around them.
However, development is not an automatic process. It depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments.

The four themes of the EYFS are

A unique child


Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
Positive relationships


Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling Environments



Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents/carers
Learning and development


Children develop and learn in different ways and at different times. This includes children with special educational needs and disabilities.
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the prime and specific Areas of Learning and Development are all interconnected 
The ways in which a child engages with other people and their environment – playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning and development.
	Characteristics of Effective Learning

	Playing and exploring – engagement

· Finding out and exploring

· Playing with what they know

· Being willing to ‘have a go’

	Active learning – motivation

· Being involved and concentrating

· Keeping trying

· Enjoying achieving what they set out to do



	· Creating and thinking critically – thinking

· Having their own ideas

· Making links

· Choosing ways to do things


The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences.

The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge.
	Areas of Learning and Development
	Aspect

	Prime Areas
	

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	Making relationships

Self Confidence and self-awareness

Managing feelings and behaviour

	Physical Development
	Moving and handling

Health and self-care

	Communication and Language
	Listening and attention

Understanding

Speaking

	Specific Areas
	

	Literacy
	Reading
Writing

	Mathematics
	Numbers
Shape, space and measure

	Understanding the World
	People and communities
The world

Technology

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Exploring and using media and materials
Being imaginative


Our sessions are structured to include all areas of Development within the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and Development Matters. This framework sets out what children are expected to be able to do by the end of the reception year of their education.
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