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“ORFETY”

Try not to roll
your eyes.

incarcerated.  Dignity

for all.”
In less than 100 days,
Johnson County will ask the
public to authorize near-
ly $100 million of debt to
build a bigger, brand-new

“5 afety for staff. Safety for

jail. The proposal is murky
— what the public will be
voting on isn’t even set yet —
but the back-the-blue estab-
lishment forces are out gin-
ning up literal copaganda.

The slogan itself suggests
it has had as much mput
from a wide array of stake-
holders as the proposed
new jail has. That is to say
almost none.

The second bullet point
of Johnson County’s pro-jail
political action committee’s
argument, “safety for in-
carcerated,” 1s perhaps the
most telling: the people in-
carcerated under the care of
Sherift Brad Kunkel aren’t
even worthy of a noun. You
can almost hear them try to
make it a complete sentence
with a

“people... question mark?”’

rising-intonation

One imagines it’s difficult
for a bunch of cops (Sher-
iff Kunkel has provided the
PAC about half of its initial
financial support according
to public filings) to refer to
anyone in the jail as any-
thing other than “criminals”
or “bad guys.” Perhaps bet-
ter, from a marketing per-
spective, to avoid any noun
at that point.

After all, there’s a back-
drop to this nearly $100
million ask: Sheriff’ Kunkel,
several deputies, Johnson
County, and other officials
are currently being sued for
letting Nate Davis Jr. die of
alcohol withdrawal while
under their care at the jail
in 2024. Alcohol withdraw-
al 1s common and expected
in jails and prisons, especial-
ly people serving time for
operating while intoxicated
as Davis was. Alcohol with-
drawal is also easy to treat
if attended to with Valium,
the same common medi-
cation used to treat anxiety,
and a bare minimum of hu-
man care and decency.

No amount of compas-
sion, chumminess, or kind-
ness can offset the literally
fatal flaw of letting a man
under the care of Johnson
County and its sherift die.
No new building would
have provided Davis with
medical treatment that was
more than the four-minutes

“SAFETY,” cont'd on back

11 flourishing is mutual.
A When people dis-

cuss and think about
economics they often ar-
en’t thinking of the natural
world. Robin invites us to
think differently about our
relationship with econom-
ics. How can our economic
systems mirror the abun-
dant and giving nature of
the natural world?

Our current economic
system, colonial capitalism,
perpetuates and operates
through scarcity. Resources
are scarce and demand is so
high that we must continue
to increase prices and ex-
tract more from the earth to
meet our needs. Inevitably,
some people will go without.

What is a gift economy?

“In a gift economy wealth
is understood as having
enough to share, and the
practice of dealing with
abundance is to give it away.

Book Report

THE SERVIGEBERRY: ABUNDANGE AND
RECIPROCITY IN THE NATURAL WORLD

By Robin Wall Kimmerer

In fact, status is determined
not by how much one accu-
mulates, but by how much
one gives away. The curren-
cy in a gift economy is rela-
tionship, which is expressed
as gratitude, as interdepen-
dence, and the ongoing cy-
cles of reciprocity.”

We can have an econ-
omy that does not rely on
ongoing
the earth and a scarcity

extraction from

mindset. People practice
gift economies on a small-
er scale often. When you
grow too many tomatoes
and give some to a friend.
When you make extra food
and offer it to your neigh-
bor. When you give lesser
used clothing to a family
member. These are all ex-
amples of giving a resource
that we have an abundance
of to others in our commu-
nity. Robin reminds us that

there is an even larger scale

gift economy that exists in
almost every city, the library.
Collectively, we create the
infrastructure to have books,
digital media, wi-fi, meet-
ing space, etc. that is shared
with the entire community
through a set of guidelines
that we all agree to. Thisisa
large-scale gift economy.

‘A gift economy nurtures
the community bonds that
enhance mutual well being;
the economic unit is ‘we’
rather than 7.”

Colonial capitalism is re-
sponsible for land theft, over
extraction, and subsequent-
ly climate collapse and deep
disconnection from the land.

“When the natural world
is understood as a gift in-
stead of private property,
there are ethical constraints
on the accumulation of
abundance that is not yours
to own. Gifts are not meant

to be hoarded, and thus

made scarce for others, but
given away, which generates
sufficiency for all.”

As humans we come from
the earth as well. We are
part of nature. Therefore,
it would make sense to ob-
serve the natural world and
use those observations to
shape systems. Large scale
degrowth is necessary for
our survival. We will not
survive inevitable climate
collapse without a halt to
extraction and restructur-
ing our communities. Robin
asks us to think about reori-
enting our relationship with
resources as a necessary
step towards a cultural shift
of our communities. View-
ing resources not as an ex-
tractable item to be hoard-
ed and sold for a profit, but
as a gift from the earth. Not
to be taken, but received,
and received with gratitude.

—CLIF
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OPEN LETTER
T0 THE WHITE
LEFT INTHE U.3.

he White Left in the U.S,
Tis bankrupt. This comes
as news only to those in

the White Left who absurd-
ly believe otherwise, or who
somehow confuse their sin-
cerity with revolutionary pol-
itics. The White Left (New
and Old) has become a nec-
essary adjunct to the entire
process of White bourgeois
socialization in the US. It
can be honestly said that the
Leftist parties and associa-
tions of the US. are as nec-
essary to the perpetuation of
racism and White class dom-
mation as the middle class
mstitutions of the status quo.

In the US.,, the White Left
in general and the large com-
munist and socialist parties in
particular have long since re-
linquished any revolutionary
claim hysterically directed
at them by the reactionary,
major political parties of the
status quo. No longer does
the White Left support the
ultimate cause of the working
class and its historical revo-
lutionary role. Instead, the
White Left subsumes its hun-
ger for White bourgeois legiti-
macy behind marxist rhetoric
and intellectual lip masturba-
tion. The White Left and its
major organizations support
only “safe,” tame, reformist
struggles, labelling all who
would go further in develop-
ing revolutionary contradic-
tions as “adventurists.”

The racist character of the
White Left is concealed be-
hind a progressive pretense
only one step- removed from
White bourgeois liberalism.
Seldom, if ever, does the
White Left support the right
of Black people to nation-
al self-determination, and
their right to organize an
armed capacity to resist the
aggression of the European
Amerikan Capitalist State.
Instead, the White Left sup-
ports individual cases of per-
cetved “racism,” “injustice,”
or “sexism,” therein paying
their obligatory dues. We
are counselled that Black
peoples’ struggle must await
conscious development of
the White working class,
and even further: that Black
Nationalist divides the U.S.
working class movement.
The implication of this line
1s clear: “Niggers need White
folks’ approval “ in order to
proceed along their own
historical road, begun with
the introduction of the first

OPEN LETTER, cont'd on back

£ ADMIN@ICMUTUALAID.ORG

CMUTUALAID.ORG

@ICMUTUALAID




AUGUST 2026

{OWA CITY MUTUAL AID MONTHLY

ISSUE ND. 20

OPEN LETTER, cont'd

African slaves into colonial
america. The historical con-
tinuum of Blacks and Whites
i the US. in conveniently
butchered to conform with
contemporary White left
cowardice and racism, ef-
fectively absolving them of
revolutionary  responsibility
during the present epoch.
The socialist and com-
munist intellectual  Black
bourgeoisie are no better
than their White counter-
parts, especially when these
blacks are members of the
bourgeois white leftist par-
ties. These slick punks of the
left view with contempt and
fear all political Black activ-
ists that do not conveniently
fit into the mass line of their
respective
organizations

organizations,

dominated
by political gradualism, op-
portunism, and “time is not
rightism.” These Blacks wax
very intellectual in their con-
tempt for the extremism of
the Black Nationalist left.
How dare a lower class Black
show more dedication to an
ideal than they — by putting
their lives on the line for their
beliefs? The urgency felt by
revolutionary BlacksNation-
alists under the jackboot of
the repressive capitalist state,
while a catalyst for revolu-
tionary action for some, is
a reason for cowardice in
others who do not share the
same sense of urgency. The
White Left does not share
our sense of urgency because
they do not share our reality
and perceive the historical
destiny of Blacks as identi-
cal to their own, instead of
as related. Such false notions
would be quickly dispelled
with a materialist analysis of
american history.

Yet the bankruptcy of the
White Left in the US. 1s not
unique to these shores. Nor
does it only apply to Black/
White relationships of the
Left. It (White Left bankrupt-
cy) 1s a symptom of the so-
cio-economic development in
the capitalist West, where the
power and control of capital
have looted the western com-
munist parties of their revolu-
tionary vitality by effectively
arresting the selfidentity of
the industrial working classes.

Consequently, the bank-
ruptcy fo the White Left
has internal implications
and affects the White Left’s
relationship to itself and
to the very working class-
es they would lead. This
contradiction is manifest-
ed in the position of most
western communist parties
to the younger, more mili-
tant european “New Left”
concept
of euro-communism is its

groupings. The

most putrid feature. Almost
a hundred years ago, Marx
asserted: a working class “at
rest” has no identity. He did
not mean objectively it was
not a working class, but that
subjectively,
consciousness of itself as a

revolutionary

revolutionary class for itself
was precluded without active
struggle against its class ene-
my. Because the communist
parties of Western Europe
and in most Latin American
countries view bourgeois le-
gitimacy as primary instead
of secondary, these parties
actively collaborate with the
forces of reacion and capi-
tal.. They do so in order to
secure a legitimacy that only
the entrenched bourgeoisie
and capitalist can bestow,
for even the most revisionist
communist must agree that
capitalism 1is a dictatorship
of the capitalist class, regard-
less of the political organi-
zation such a dictatorship
may assume. Accordingly, a
communist party unwilling
to push the contradictions
of working class struggle
beyond the legality of bour-
geois reformism and union-
ism will itself be determined
by that reformism, Hence,
the working class such a par-
ty would pretend to lead will
be led down the path of its
natural class enemy. Chile is
a case in point of such folly.
When it comes to colo-
nialism, international and
domestic, the bankruptcy
of the left is just as evident.
In each ex-colonial europe-
an western capitalist nation,
the traditional White left has
acted as a moderating voice
against the colonial policies
of their bourgeoisie. This,
while good in itself, masks the
class collaborationist nature
of the White European Left.
Never did the European left

ascend to the principled level
of unconditional revolution-
ary support for the national
liberation movements them-
selves. Why? Was it because
i each ex-colonial, capital-
1st nation the White left still
identified with the narrow,
racial and national interests
of their own country, and
hence, with the interests of
their own national bour-
geoisie? Or was it because
identification with, and full
support of, Third World lib-
eration movements would
erode white left “legitimacy”
at home? Apparently the
answer 1s both classnational
collaboration and political
expediency. So much for
theories of unity between in-
ternational working classes,
especially when they apply to
under-developed peoples of
color with little or no mod-
ern working class to speak of.
It should come as no sur-
prise then, that the White left
in modern western nations is
inhibited by their own urge
for bourgeois legitimacy, by
their own cultural racism,
and by the very process of
western, working class coop-
tation. The sum of these
parts add up to the revolu-
tionary bankruptcy of the
traditional White left in the
modern capitalist nations.
Rather than grasp this
concept and the revolution-
ary obligations that flow
from 1it, the White left and
white communists fall into
the pits of over-intellectual-
1sm and endless debate over
who has the locks on the ul-
timate truth — who retains
the undistilled pure ideology
of marxism. Subjectively,
most White leftists do not
want to deal with the funky,
unvarnished, stomped down
m the gutter truth. So they
devise all types of subjective
reasoning for such avoidance
of reality. This manifests it-
self in the attitudes of some
White leftists. When a Black
man, hard pressed by the
very realities that “would-be”
lefiists conveniently avoid, is
less than humble, reasonable,
and convenient, he is imme-
diately branded arrogant and
prideful, and hence worthy
of being politically ignored.
Other defensive attitudes
then follow: A Black man

who espouses the truth as the
conditions of combat and
struggle dictate is considered
“bitter” or hateful towards
all Whites, or in the very
least, resentful. This is not
only comic, it’s pathetic, be-
cause many Whites mistake
mtelligence for stupidity and
cannot distinguish one from
the other. This equals out to
covert racism masquerading
as quasi-ego analysis, which
more often than not is an
analysis of the White psychic
mstead of a Black man’s ego.
For this and other reasons,
not a few White leftists find
it easier to work with or sup-
port Black women who are
not as “threatening” to their
delicate White consciences.®
A Black person however, that
has a full-blown (or over-
blown) appreciation of his/
her self-worth is the antithesis
of a slave, for former Black
slaves do not presume to be
more qualified then their for-
mer slave masters; when they
do, they are indeed arrogant!
White leftists consistently fail
to understand that respect
and understanding pursue a
different cultural and social
pattern, one that cannot be
erased by political discus-
sion. And the requirements
of survival are the ultimate
political issues.

The human factor is the
most dynamic factor 1in
struggle and revolution. It is
a consclous, living thing. We
cannot engage in revolution
and combat of a protracted
nature and remain forgiving
of the vacillation of others
not so inclined. Revolu-
tion makes one intolerant
because every day we are
reminded that we must do
what is of value, not for oth-
ers, but because of our own
self value. The failure of
the White left to support the
Black Liberation Movement
1s a failure of the White Left
to support itself. It is not a
question of helping us, but
of manifesting what one is
about — and the White Left
1s obviously about bullshit...

—R. DHORUBA MOORE
FRANK KHALI ABNEY
BLA
*Note from ICMA: A loud,
angry, radical Black woman s
a threat to the delicate White
conscience, 10o.
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of a physician’s assistant at
his cell’s food delivery port
he actually received. The
sheriff cared about the peo-
ple in his care, he could
show us now before being
rewarded with his $100 mil-
lion dream jail.

Team Jail, which is being
led by a former banker and
a local plumbing supply
mogul, cannot even see the
inappropriateness of all this.

Let’s move to the slogan’s
first point, which isn’t first
by accident: “safety for
stafl.” Law enforcement
officers are already some of

the most protected — both
physically in the work they
do and shielded by the law
itself — public employees
we have. It is riskier to be
a garbage collector, animal
control officer, public works
labor, or a groundskeeper
than a law enforcement
officer, and many of these
public servants are paid less
and play a more vital role
In our communities.

If law enforcement is truly
“putting their lives on the line
every day,” as a person at a
recent forum said echoing
the common back-the-blue
refrain, why do we not say
that same thing about roof-

ers, delivery drivers, trash
collectors, and agricultural
workers? All four are identi-
fied by OSHA as in the top
ten most lethal jobs (unsur-
prisingly, law enforcement
isn’t on the list). Where 1s
the outcry for public invest-
ments for their safety?

The third and final point,
“dignity for all,” sells a dream.

Dignity does not come
from buildings, and it does
not come from cages.

New walls, fresh paint,
and indirect sunlight fil-
tered down through a chase

vided dignity. Dignity comes
from treating human beings
like people and providing
them with the things they
need, not writing them off as
criminals and bad guys, or
seeing them as nounless, de-
humanized “incarcerated.”
“Safety for staff. Safety for
mcarcerated. Dignity for all.”
Yes, everyone deserves safety.
Everyone deserves dignity.
But this proposed $100
million jail doesn’t provide
them. Instead it invests in
and further entrenches a
broken, racist system that
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TRANS SELF-DEFENSE PROGRAM

Traditional martial arts classes
aren’t always welcoming, and many
empowerment programs target cis women
only. Trans and gender nonconforming
folks are often excluded from sports
and martial arts spaces designed
around other identities. We are building
something different. This is practical
self-defense training tailored to the trans
community’s needs in an affirming space.

This free program runs on volunteers
including a martial arts coach, a social
worker, and an advisory committee
who believe safety training belongs to
everyone. Our goal is to build confidence,
resilience, and real-world safety strategies
together through weekly classes. We want
to grow community networks of mutual
protection alongside practical skills. This
is mutual aid at work with community
members and allies contributing skills
toward shared goals. We take care of each
other. Kids are welcome and must be
accompanied by a participating guardian
at all times. If you need accomodations
in order to participate, reach out and
we’ll do our best to support you.

LEARN SELF-DEFENSE SKILLS
IN A SUPPORTIVE SPACE

Sundays at 4:00 PM

Arroyo Grappling Academy

1604 Sycamore St.

Questions? Contact will@wjdenny.com

AUTONOMY

IOWA CITY

Supporting bodily autonomy,

right here in lowa.

Assistance getting abortion pills for a
self-managed abortion or miscarriage

Assistance with out of state travel for
abortion related medical care

Support and education for people
choosing self-managed abortion

Free DIY HRT

autonomyiowacity.org

£ ADMIN@ICMUTUALAID.ORG
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