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Region 11 with some of the summer tour committee members at March meeting with guest
speaker Muhammed Smiddi (District Director for U.S. congresswoman Lisa McLain).
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State Officers

President

Gary Kopta

Phone: 989 781-2306
Email: gkoptal@gmail.
com

Vice President
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Phone/Fax: 989 295-3080
butch6907@yahoo.com
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Eric Eads

Phone: 269 435-2058
abatemichsecretary@
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com
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Jeremy “lceman”
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Dan “Tiny” Patterson
Phone: 231 923-6906
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com

Gina Ber

Phone: 231 884-2192
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com

Tim Polk
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tpolk3966@gmail.com

Bob Maclennan
Kim Maclennan
Sherri Lecurgo
Lois Shock
Patty Shattuck
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Trustees

Debra Townsend
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Silla

abatewebeditor@gmail.
com

Phone: 928 710-2203
%820 W. Ste. Route 89A
Cottonwood, Az. 86326

PAC Liaison
Wayne Rogalski

23 W. Great Lakes
River Rouge, M1 48218
Phone: 313 820-3616
MMRPAC@aol.com

Monthly Michigan Rider
Newsletter
On the Go??

Read /Download your On-
Line Copy here:
https://www.
abateofmichigan.org/
michigan-rider-newsletter.
html
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www.abateofmichigan.org
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“ The Prez Report - Gary Kopta

Hello everyone,

Gotta love Michigan, Yesterday was almost 70
degree, today was mid 40's now tonight may get
freezing rain here and snow up north. Man am |
ready for summer.

You may have heard that we had a bit of a
victory in court with this insurance fiasco. The
fight is not over as anything can happen such
as appeals and legislative activities that we are
going to be vigilant watching for things to come
through Lansing. There will be more to come
regarding this issue. If possible make sure you
can get to a region meeting as | am sure Bear
(our legislative director) will be briefing the
legislative officers in your region about what
happened.

Going back to my report from last month when
I mentioned that | attended the motorcycle
assessment team conference and told you they
were going to make a report to turn over to the
Governors Traffic Safety Action Committee.
Wow did they come up with a bunch of
ridiculous ideas. Apparently another organization
came in the day after | was there and had a
bunch of made up data and ridiculous claims
and the team bought it. Now all over this report
it talks about a nationwide helmet bill. As you
can imagine [ will NOT take this lying down.
Next week I am attending that Governors Traffic
Safety Committee meeting and I will set them
straight on the real stats. This other group claims
that they estimate 20-30 lives per year could be
saved if we had a mandatory helmet law. There
is no data only speculation that this is true. Some
people find data that fits their ideals. ABATE of
Michigan uses Michigan State Police stats. You
can't get better stats than that. Why do people
think they need to tell others what they can
and cannot do. We are motorcyclists we want
freedom. Freedom to choose what we want to
wear and freedom to choose what we don't want
to wear.

OK that rant is over. As you can probably tell
I get a little wound up when somebody wants to
take my freedoms that we fought for 37 years to
get. | am 60 years old | do not need a baby sitter
telling me | have to strap a piece of tupperware
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on my head. | have
had many friends
die wearing helmets.
Helmets do not save
you if you have
been run over by
two cars. Helmets
do not help you if
you are impaled by
tree branches after
running off a curve.
Just know that a
few of us are still in
Lansing fighting to
keep the laws in our
favor. We have Dondi our lawyer and Noel our
lobbyist working overtime right now helping
us. Thanks to both of those guys. Thanks to all
you members. Without you being a member we
couldn't do what we do.

Thanks again and hopefully next month we can
get back on the bikes and feel the wind in our
face.

Phone: 989 781-2306
gkoptal@gmail.com




w State Event - Cash Raffle - October 3rd

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

A total of 1 -

$18,000 Ll

in cash prizes *E:r_..

$10.00 [
RAFFLE $9% el
Cash Prizes are:

FIRST. _ . .$10,000
SECOND_ _$5,000
THIRD. _ _ _$2,000
FOURTH_ _$500
FIFTH. - _ _$500

Location:
Sanilac County, Evergreen Park
4731 VanDyke Rd.
Cass City, M1 48726

Drawing: Saturday, October 3, 2026 at 6:00 P.M.
Sponsored by: Marine Corps League 157, Monroe Co. Detach Michigan

MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS
GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS HERE!

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN
LICENSE #R84064

Please send your ticket stubs to: Tickets are available from Sherri, Your RC or from

ABATE of Michigan Bike Raffle ~ Eric.
PO. Box 1354 Call: 269 435-2058
Monroe Mi. 48161 *Anyone interested can purchase these tickets it's not

limited to ABATE members.
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E Secretary Report - Eric Eads

I think Spring is here. One day it is, the next day it isn’t, but its
getting here.

This will be my last report as state secretary. Debra Townsend
will assume that roll at the end of March. The phone number will
remain the same but we will have a new PO Box. The new address
will be PO box 19 Sheridan, Mi. 48884. Debra will do a great job.
Please support her and work with her as you have with me thru the
years. I will still try and submit motorcycle news relevant to our
1ssues as they come up. I am also hoping to pay more attention to my
neglected motorcycles.

The following people supported Abate, Mike Ward, Awareness
donation. Scott Rydman became a Sustaining Member
and a Legislative Supporter. Jeff and Brandi Painter

Phone: 269 435-2058
P Life e abatemichsecretary@frontier.com

The under eighteen membership is going well! If you have a young person under eighteen,
sign them up as a member. Hopefully it will get them interested in motorcycles, or get them
more interested than they already are. If nothing else it will provide them with the insurance.

Ride defensively!

e

ABATE of Michigan Products Agent

[: SAPATL udm% Julia St. Johns

Phone: 231 724-0360

Email: JTJA362@aol.com
=
Visit our website for downloadable: *Products Order Form ¥
Products Website info coming soon!! e
— Where to find us!! L

ZT X\ Explore our ABATE of Michigan website at: www.abateofmichigan.org for
WWW information including: Region Event Flyers, Bike nights, RC/Region meeting info,
™A’ Board and Officer contact info, Officer articles, Forms, Classified, ABATE Supporter
ads, our monthly Michigan Rider Newsletters, Chain of Events calendar, Document
downloads, Maps, Bylaws, Products, MRF, State Events, Legislative updates, Membership
forms and online renewal....Everything you need!

We also have a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ABATEOFMICHIGAN

l [
April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 5




H State Event - Annual Field Meet - June 12 - 14

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

JUNE 12-14 2026
650th Anniversary €elebration Continues

Fl[lll it

Come Join
IIS.

sclare t:numv |

”‘* o m Fair
= Harrison, MI

EARLY BIRD DEALS: HJBIHELEEEEEHJFLEII'
TI-IEDCI'CIH $35 SINGLE 380 COUPLE #15 DAY
PASS AVAIL W/ NO CAMPING
CAMPING (all sites have hook J‘EAHWDJ'EII{E

ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026



“ State Event - State Field Meet - Sponsorship

ABATE Field Meet

ABATE. of Michigan's state field meet is being held this year at very litfle cost fo the
participants. Parficipants traditionally only pay for the cost of tickets, jood and beverage.

As an ABATE supporter, we would like to offer you or your business the opportunity lo receive
recognition by helping sponsor the field meet,

The Field Meet will be held - June 12, 13, 14

Clare County Fairgrounds
418 Fairlane S1.

Harrison, Ml 48625

Four levels of sponsorship are available
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum

Sponsors will also be recognized at the Saturday evening activities and will be mentioned in the next issue of the
Michigan Rider. Amy business that donales as a Silver supporfer will receive one month's free advertisement
(bussiness card); & business that becomes a Gold Supporter will receive a Yi-page ad and amy business that
becomes a Platinum Supporier will receive a YW-page ad for 2 months.

All checks must be received by June 1, 2026
Yes, | want to help sponsor the Field Meet, | am enclosing a check for:

$100 Bronze 5250 Silver $500 Gold $1000 Platinum
Make checks payable to ABATE of Michigan:

Mail to Secretary of ABATE of Michigan, P.0. BOX 99, Constantine, Mi 49042-0099

In order to receive recognition the check must be received by June 1, 2026

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 7



H Legislative Report - Ed “Bear” Schuitema

Wow, its been a month and by the grace of God and the appellate court
system our insurance issue has been fixed.

Now the bad part it could still be over turned if the insurance compa-
nies appeal it or if they introduce legislation to change the decision.

As it stands right now you can stack coverages to get your medical
taken care of. i.e. you take what the motor vehicle involved in the ac-
cident first, when that coverage is used up, you can move to your car
insurance if it’s more than the motor vehicle.

There are some concerns that will need to be addressed as it b n :
f R o Ed “Bear” Schuitema
moves 1orward, put 1t' s a Start. Phone: 231 907_0710

buckman_4 hoo.
The files area on the web sight have a list of coverages you should have fickman._4@yabilcant

on your bike and car. uninsured /underinsured motorist coverages plus
unlimited pip on your car for starters.

Questions call me it is a complex issue that may require it. 231-907-0710
oA e’ G
LEGISLATIVE DAYS

Meetings are every 3rd Thursday@ 9AM at the
House office building. Parking at the Capitol
White House

The new 2026 session begins on the second
Wednesday in January each year at noon, as per
the state constitution.

Contact our Legislative Officer Dave "Bear"
Schuitema with any questions. 231 907-0710

Visit legislature.mi.gov for live streams, schedules,
and bill tracking Michigan Legislature.

Page 8 ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026



“ State Events Chair - Merry Garrett

Good morning hope you are looking forward to
spring and summer months. I know I am.

Field Meet is coming quickly. I'm already
waking up in the middle of the night with ideas
an updates I need to share with you all.

Pre-sale Field Meet tickets are now available
thru your RC’s if they don’t have any give me a
shout I'll get some to them.

Golf carts will be available to rent again. You
will need your homeowners policy NUMBER
only at the Field Meet to rent one. Thinking
the prices will be the same but if there are
changes I'll let you all know. Please call with
your reservation for a four or two seater.

734 652 9739 and let me know.

Band is set up for Saturday night. DJ for Friday
so let’s dance the night away. I posted on
Facebook a link you can check the band out
Bike show and trophies are planned by Region
6, bike games will again be Region 15, Tiny has
the Too Gun Challenge planned. Scavenger
hunt on Friday night, hopefully a dunking
booth!!! Who would you like to see get
dunked?! Bring your cash as we are using this as
a special fundraiser. Come prepared with your
pitching arm. Vern has plans to dunk someone a

(State Events Coming up... A
State Field Meet
50th Anniversary Celebration Continues

June 12 - 14
418 Fairelane Street

Harrison, Michigan.

W
=
Bl

lot. lol.

Lots of vendors
are contacting us
and we will have
the barn again
so we are all set
for any kind of
weather.

Nice restrooms
and showers. We
will have porta
John’s in the

campground Phone: 734 652-9739
All campsites merrysgarrett@yahoo.com
have full

hookups. If you
didn’t come last year you missed a great time.
Tony aka pinhead will be there.

I have an awesome idea for all the members. A
way to meet other regions and win a gift. So
that’s all I'm saying. You have to be there to see.
We will need workers so please, please
volunteer!!!! It makes everything run smoothly
and I don’t worry so much!!!! Again just
message me, call me or pony express works too!
I will see you all there and look for updates next
month.

Happy spring.

Michigan
Confederation of Clubs

The MCOC represents motorcycle club
members and individual motorcyclists alike

Cash Raffle

October 3rd 2026 @ 6PM
Sanilac County, Evergreen Park
4731 VanDyke Rd.

Cass City, Mi. 48726

\_ J

April 2026

to fight for everyone’s freedoms and rights as bikers. We
work with and support ABATE and MRF to ensure what
we all enjoy - the freedom of motorcycling without
discrimination.

To join and support the MCOC contact

Trash at: destrecker/@msn.com UNITED WE
FB: https://facebook.com/michigancoc RIDE
Web: www.mcoc.us
Membership: Clubs .............. $100/year
Individuals ....$ 20/year
Individuals Membership includes a patch and member card
ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 9



ABATE’s YouTH MewmBEeR INITIATIVE

ABATE March Puzzle
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ABATE
AWARENESS
BAR
BIKE
BLIP
EVENT
FRONT DOOR
FUNDRAISER
GUNNER

HARLEY DAVIDSON
HEADER
HELMET

INDIAN
LOOK TWICE
MAPS
MICHIGAN
MOTORCYCLE

POKER RUN TWO FINGERS DOWN

RALLY
REGION
RIDE
SAFETY
SAVE A LIFE
SHIELD
STURGIS
TRIKE

Words are in any direction, right, left, diagonal, up, down or backwards

Page 10

Puzzle Answer Key - Page 26

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
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Motorcycle Injury Accident?
Jason-THE Motorcycle Lawyer®

Attorney
Jason Waechter

$27 Million Record Jury Verdict!
$2M, $1.8M, $1.5M, $1.5M, $1.2M, $1M
Call 877-Biker-Law
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 11



H Region Coordinators & Meeting Info

Doxinee 1
Todd Wos=czynski
Phone: 906 250-9303
1966panhead @gmail.
com
Region 2
Bernie Winicki
906 287-5706
Region 3
Van Dunson
Phone: 231 676-0760
vanmdunson(@gmail.
com
Meetings: Johnny’s
Torch Riviera at 12899
Cherry Rd, Rapid City,
Mar, April, May 1st
Thursday of the month
6:30pm
Region 4
Dave Etherton
231 818-5277
Etherdav(@yahoo.com
Region 5
Larry BamBam Peters
larrykimpw(@outlook.
com,
231769-3185
Region 6
Merry Garrett
Phone: 734 652-9739
merrysgarrett@yahoo.
com
Meetings: 1:00 pm
Second Sunday
Baileys Bar and Grill
Bay City
Region 7
Tim Polk
Phone: 989 670-9976
tpolk3966(@gmail.com
Meetings: First Sunday
2PM, Nov.-April
at Lucky Thumb
Motorcycle Club 7394
Bevens Rd. Deford
May - Oct. at
Evergreen Park 4731
Van Dyke Rd., Cass
City
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Region 8
RC - Tara Hendee
Phone: 616 589-1551
tarame7789@yahoo.
com
2nd Sunday of the
month @4pm
BC Pizza in Dorr
1628 142nd Ave
Dorr M1, 49323
Region 9
Nick Henry
RC & Treasurer
Phone: 517 647-6623
abateofmich.region9(@
gmail.com
Region 10
Amy Penny
Phone: 517 290-9134
abateregion10rc@
gmail.com
Meetings 1st Sunday of
the month at 3
Evergreen Tavern in
Hemlock
Sep, Nov, Jan, Mar,
May July
Ghost Town Saloon in
Elwell
Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr,
Jun, Aug
Region 11
Arnold Schneider
Phone: 810- 334-8600
abatemi.regionl1rc@
gmail.com
Meeting:
1st Wednesday of the
month at 7pm.
Chicky’s in Almont:
March, May, July,
September &
November.
Total Sports in
Harrison Twp: April,
June, August, October

of the month 1pm
Paw Paw Eagles,
Lawton
Region 13
Dan “Dano” Kenzie
dkenziel@hughes.net
Phone: 517 414-8183
Meetings: 1st Sun 12
noon
7901 Benn Rd
Parma, MI. 49269
Region 14
Shiny Bob
shinybob@gmail.com
Phone: 734 417-1369
Meetings: Saline
4th Sunday 4pm
Saline American
Legion Post 322

Region 15
Interim RC - Shiny
Bob

Meetings: Saline
American Legion Post
322 - 4th Sunday of the
month 4 pm

Region 16
Jesse Gordy
Phone: 734 957-6033
jesse.gordy76(@gmail.
com
Read meeting notes for
dates and times
Region 17
TBD
Wanted!!...If you ride a
motorcycle or anyone
you know rides and
engoK the freedom
of choice. We are
Reuniting the region
and spreading the jo
of ABATE to the ﬂHX
We want to hear from
you and help bring the
region back strong.
Please feel free to reach
out to Woody — State

& December. Operations Officer,
Region 12 he will help with the
Joylynn Wojciehowski TOCey _
Phone: 269 500-1767 !l Woody; 251 884
joylynngerow(@att.net. Email: Dberg01@
Meetings: 1st Sunday hotmail.com.
ABATE OF MICHIGAN

Region 18
Leroy Cuykendall I11
Phone: 734 755-3684
bigsexy1665@hotmail.
com Meetings: 1st
Sunday of the month@
2pm
VFW Post 1138 400
Jones Ave, Monroe
Region 19
Bill Stewart
Phone: 248 802 7221
harleyhippy@comcast.
net
Meetings: 1st Tues
7:00pm
The Shark Club
6665 Highland Road
Waterford 48327
Region 20
Steve (General) Graves
Phone 810 471-5588
Meeting last Sunday of
Month 2 PM

Region 21
Interim RC - Vern
Shock
Meetings TBD

Region 22
RC - Greg Bennett
“Break Down”
Phone: 231 620-6243
Meetings: 1st
Wednesday of the
month at the Laughing
Horse Saloon at
15888 Lindy Rd
Thompsonville, MI

Region 23
Ted Calabrese
Phone: 586 216-4971
whiskers58@gmail.
com
Meetings: 1st Sunday
of every month at

1pm at Ray’s BBQ in

Grayling

April 2026



E Region Reports

REGION 1 - Keweenaw,
Baraga, Iron, Ontonagon,

Gogebic, Houghton
RCg - Todd Wiloszczynski
No report this month.

REGION 2
Schoolcraft, Luce,
Chippewa, Mackinac
RC - Bernie Winicki

SNOW - SNOW - and
more SNOW.

REGION 3 - Antrim,
Kalkaska, Charlevoix
RC - Van Dunson

Meeting March 5, 2026,
called to order at 6:31 by
Van. Pledge of Allegiance
was led by Van followed

by a moment of silence

for our troops. Treasure
report was read by Ann.
Motion to accept by Denise,
seconded by Ken, motion
carried. Woody attended our
meeting to announce that
Debra Thomison will be
the new secretary, replacing
Eric who is retiring from
position. Woody also gave
update on legislation and
MREF changes. Paul gave

April 2026

Operations Officer
Dave “Woody”Berg
Phone: 231 884-2192
Dberg01@hotmail.com

safety blip “While you

are out and about in your
cage put yourself'in a
motorcycle frame of mind”.
As our turnout was low we
postponed voting on shirt
designs and other topics till
our next meeting, April 2nd
at Torch Riviera.

REGION 4 - Emmet
Cheboygan, Presque Tise
RC - Dave Etherton
No report this month.

REGION 5 - Mason,
Lake Oceana, Muskegon,
Newaygo

RC - Larry BamBam
Peters

Meeting opened with the
ledge of allegiance and
ollowed by a moment of

silence. Region 5 would like

to send our condolences to
the friends and family of

James "Rodeo: St John as he

passed away on Feb, 21 2026

after a hard fought battle

with cancer, He;s in gods
hands now.

We were All informed by

red "Rabbit: Sherman that
our state Rep, Will Snyder
will be attending our next

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

meeting on April 12th. at
the Dirty Dog. Please be
respectful and watch your
language,

Don't forget about the
euchre tournament on
March 28. Sign -up is at 11
am and rules explained at
11,45 and the games begin at
12;00, Open to the public at
the dirty dog,

Having a bike night and DJ
more information to follow,
we need donations for the
membership bash in may.
the date for the Rodeo has
been changesd to Aug, 19-23

Be aware while out
riding and watch your
surroundings.

Gail Fowler. Region 5
Secretary.

REGION 6 - Gladwin,
Arenac, Midland, Bay
RC - Merry Gerrett

Today is March 10,2026
who would have believed
we went from icy snowy
cold weather to having my
house windows opened and
aired out on March 9. It was
a beautiful day. I'm sure I
probably heard a few bikes
starting up and getting on
the road. As a matter of fact
at our meeting on Sunday
there were two bikes that
said yeppers it’s time!!!

Boy do Cody and I miss that
part of our lives but staying
involved with ABATE has
helped us to continue our
time here in earth.

There are some new
Page 13



developments going on at the legislative
level. [{) video has been making the rounds.
Please understand that this is a good thing
but to wait for the final word from Bear and

Gary. Just hold on. It’s happening finally!!

We have a board meeting on the 22nd of
March. We will be discussing the new
year as a whole. Gary will be setting up
committees. If you would like to be on

a committee we can all use volunteers.
The state events especially can always use
workers to help our events run smoothly.
If you need me to bring up anything at ti;e
board level please contact me!!!

The month of May is going to be a very
busy time for us at region g

We start off with Bubbas Mother Day
swap meet. We work the back gate for bubba
and it seems our guys enjoy meeting the
folks coming in!!l' We also have our booth
and tickets for State Raffle to sell. Mich
does a %reat job amd so does Marty out
on the floor. Hope to see everyone there.
There is also the bike show. Randi and
Doug’s crew usual bring in a lot of gold for
our region. So come out and vote

Next will be at Bubbas place for his
annual bike show and ride. A two day
event with music and food!! We set up a
booth and meet some great people!!! Not
to mention the bikes tﬁat come out. I
especially enjoy the cars going by beeping
their horns not being mean but basically
thanking us for the fun.

Then on May 30 is our awareness/
membership run. As I mentioned we will
meet at Pipes on Pinconning Rd. Rain or
shine come on out. We have shelter in case
that nasty word RAIN tries to ruin our day.

One final thing. It pays to come to a
meeting. Membership is growing but we are
also giving out free state raftle tickets. Yes
FREE. You buy our 50/50 tickets, we give
out the cash but then draw tickets to win a
raffle ticket.And who couldn’t use $10000
t(jollliars. So come and see a great bunch of
olks

Don’t forget to get your presale filed meet

Page 14
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tickets. It’s coming together as I write this.
Soon to be sunny and warm

See you all soon

Merry.

REGION 7 - Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac
RC - Tim Polk

ABATE Region 7 - Meeting March 1,
2026

Meeting called to order at 2pm. Pledge,
moment of silence for the troops, an
}:\)/rlaye_r by Paul M.

ceting attendance 21 people.

Secretary Report - read Februa

minutes added information for October
names to be submitted for voting in
November for officer positions. Motion
to accept with amendment by Ice Man /
support Bob B.

Treasurer Report - updated members
with income and expenses from
February. Shelby received the seminar
room credit for the over charge by the
hotel. Shelby informed the members
that she will be resigning her region
position after the May 3rd meeting
instead of June 1st.

Awareness - Butch had meeting at

1pm with whomever was interested

in working with the Awareness for the
region. Need to let Tim know of anyone
who wants to put large awareness signs
on their property. We will be hostlr;g an
Awareness Ride on May 3rd, noon from
Evergreen Park.

Legislative - Pizza & Pop in February
ha§ a good turn out. Bear and others
attending meetings for insurance issue
with our representatives behind the
scenes. Ice Man spoke on Senate DFS
Reporting for members to look into.

Old Busingss - MRF Spaghetti Dinner
on March 28th, at Farmer’s Tavern in
Ruth, reminder for members to bring
live auction items and desserts.

Reminder to get State raffle tickets from
Tim. Butch is working with Sherri to

April 2026



have the state fpay for the
band at the raffle drawing
as Evergreen Park.

New Business - April
22nd is our trash pickup
date at 5pm. We will have
a pot luck on this day
after the trash pick up is
finished.

Motion to adjourn
meeting made by Bob B/
support Ray N

Upcoming Events:
éfgrll 22nd - Adopt-A-
ighway trash pickup
starts at 5pm Evergreen
Park _
May 3rd - Awareness Ride
& Meeting starts at noon
Evergreen Park
une 6th - Rest in Peace
ide & Meeting at
Evergreen Park
une 12 & 13th - State
ield Meet Clare County
Fairgrounds, Harrison.

REGION 8 - Ottawa,
Kent, Allegan, Barry
RC - Tara Hendee

Region 8 Updates &
Upcoming Events

We are still holding our
meetings on the 2nd
Sunday of the month
@4pm. Meet at the BC
Pizza in Door (1628
142nd Ave, Door MI,
49323). All are welcome to

join.

Gilmore Booth —
September 12

A unanimous vote was
approved to host a booth
at Gilmore on September

12th, for the Ford Model
A Days.

Membership Update
We have successfully
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enrolled 2 new members,
bringing us to 40% of our
membership goal. Great
progress—Ilet’s keep it

going!

We will meet for breakfast
Blessing of the Bikes Vet
Escort — May 16th

We will be providing a
veteran escort to Blessing
of the Bikes. The exact
meet time is still being
confirmed.

Veteran Escort to Hart —
August 22nd

We will escort the Vets
to Hart MI, for the
Demolition Derby.
Additional details will
be shared as the event
approaches.

Season Opener Poker Run
— May 30

Our Season QFener
Poker Run will take place
across all four Region 8
counties. Please see the
attached flyer for current
information—more details
will be coming soon.

REGION 9 - Ionia,
Clinton, Eaton, Inghan
RC - Nick Henry

Hello Region 9

I reuped Region 9
sustaining membership

to the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation . I am happy
that I was able to do this
to support this important
motorcycle rights _
organization in our nation's
capital. I hope to do this
every year, But I can only
do it with the help of
members and the general
motorcycling community.
The MRF working on
HR3385 the federal
definition of a motorcycle,
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you would think that it
would be an easy thing

to define ,but with all the
vehicles out there that

are looking like near a

car sporting motorcycle
plates you can see why this
1s an important piece of
legislation. In my opinion
these autocycles need their
own classification.

ABATE of Michigan is
working on a number of
issues here in Michigan ,
you can see what is being
worked on by logging into
www.abateo mic%ugan.org.
I was able to get in the first
ride of the year with The
Wild Injuns, let the good
times roll!

Nick

Region 9 R.C.

REGION 10 - Gratiot,
Saginaw
RC - Amy Penny

March 1, 2026

-Meeting called to order at
3:02pm.

-Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

-Minutes from last meeting
were read.

-Treasurers report was given
-MREF report was given.

-Legislative Report was
given: we need everyone to
go to the ABATE page and
do the “Call to Actions”.
Rep Harris, chair of the
Insurance committee, 1S
trylng to get a meeting to
discuss a compromise for
insurance reform. Work
continues on the definition
of a motorcycle.

-It was announced that the
passport book needs more
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participants to advertise in the book. Please
reach out to committee if you know of
someone who might be interested.

-The Flint swap meet was a success. 85
raffle tickets were sold along with signs.

-It was reported that we have already sold
more raftle tickets so far than we did all last
year. The cash prize is really going well.
-Field meet tickets are now on sale. Amy
will have them at the next meeting. Tickets
are $30 each or $50 a couple pre-sale. At the
door they are $35 single and $60 a couple.
There will be day passes for $15 per day.
Location once again at the Clare County
fairgrounds in Harrison. Full hookup
camping is available.

-Raftle tickets for the King size T-shirt quilt
are now available. $10 ea or 5 for $20. Get
your tickets at the next meeting.

-Spaghetti dinner scheduled for March
21st at Ghost Town is still in need of silent
auction items. You can drop them off at
Ghost Town or contact Amy and let her
know what you have. Dinner is from 4pm
until 8pm at Ghost Town Saloon, $10

per person. All proceeds go to ABATE of
Michigan and MRE

-Please note the April meeting will be on
April 12 instead of the 5th at Ghost Town
Saloon.

-Upcoming events:

March 21st, Spaghetti dinner, Ghost Town
April 24-26, Maple Syrup festival in
Shepherd

May 23rd, Alma Highland festival parade
May 30th, Spring Fling ride

June 12-14, Field meet in Harrison

See calendar of events for more.

-The meeting adjourned at 4:16pm.
-Next meeting Sunday, April 12th at Ghost

Town

Respectfully Submitted,
Debra Townsend, Region 10 secretary.
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REGION 11 - Lapeer, St. Clair, Macomb
RC- Arnold Schneider

Greetings from Region 11.

TO ALL REGION 11 MEMBERS: AT
THE END OF THE YEAR, 2026, I AM
STEPPING DOWN AS RC. SO WE WILL
NEED A NEW RC FOR 2027. PLEASE
CONSIDER STEPPING UP TO FILL
THIS POSITION.

On March 4, we had our monthly meeting
at Chicky's with a summer tour update
meeting prior. Muhammad Smidi, district
director for Congresswoman Lisa McLain,
was our guest speaker.

The Summer Tour book binder was
dropped oft at the printers with an
anticipation completion time of 3-4 weeks.

Our next meeting is April 1 at Total Sports
at /pm.

Our 1st regional event is April 4 (MRF
spaghetti dinner) at American Legion Mt
Clemens Post 4. See flyer in the Michigan
Rider for further details. Hope to see alot
of you there to support the MRFE.

Oscar

Region 11 RC.

REGION 12 - VanBuren, Kalamazoo,
Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph
RC - Joylynn Wojciehowski

Sunday March 1st, 2026,
Gary started with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Joy with the Treasury Report. We will have
our bowling event to help raise money this
month.

Bear with the MRF Report - March 2026
Bikers Inside the Beltway is coming up

May 18-19, 2026. Important because new
highway bill will be written this year. When
we aren't involved we lose. Make sure you
contact your Rep when more information
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becomes available.

European Union is

pushing for periodical tech
inspections even though
studies show tech defects are
not the cause in accidents by

less than 1-2%.

The majority of accidents,
as in the USA, are rider
behavior, road debris

and infrastructure, not
mechanical problems. Pay
attention because what
happens in Europe often
happens here.

Calls to Action - H.R.1566
(Right To Repair Acr)

and H.R.3385 (Federal
Definition of a Motorcycle).
These are high riority bills
for the MRE. These bills
now go to the House Energy
and Commerce Committee
where more debate and
amendments may happen.
Very important to go on
MRF website in order to
answer Call to Action and
see a synopsis of the bills.

Bear's Quote of the Month
- "When buying and

selling are controlled b

Le isﬁltion, the first thing

to be bought and sold are
legislators." PT. O'Rourke

**Update H.R.3385
(Definition of a Motorcycle)
MRE sent a letter to

the House Energy and
Commerce Committee to
advance H.R.3385 which
would update the nearly
60 year old definition of

a motorcycle. MRF is

not against auto cycles or
innovations in vehicles.
We just think they should
be in a separate class than
motorcycles. **

Joylynn with Events - The
April 2026

Region 12 Annual Bowling
Event is Saturday March
14th, 2026 at 12 pm to 2 pm
at the Three Rivers Soutlg)
Lanes bowling alley. $20
cash per person for 2 games,
shoes, 2 slices of pizza and

a glass of pop. Go to have
some fun for a good cause.
Open to members and non-
members.

Antique Motorcycle Club
of America we will be May
17th at 9 am to 3/4 pm in
the Centerville fairgrounds.
Joy and Joylynn will be
there to sell raffle tickets,
shirts, signs and gain new
members.

We will be at the Niles
Burn Run on July 25-26th
to hand out tickets and add
members. Gary and Joy
would love some help 1f
anyone wants to keep them
company.

We drew a 50/50 raffle and
Ryair B. won. We drew the
incentive drawing and Max
C. would have won if he
were present. We drew for
a MFR membership and
John M. won. We cfrew for
a Money Raffle ticket and a
patron in the bar won.

Linda motioned to close and
Joy seconded the motion.

Thank you,
Joylynn Wojcichowski.

REGION 13 - Calhoun,
ackson, Branch, Hillsdale
C - Dan "Dano" Kenzie

Hello region 13!

We opened the meeting at
12:1(Fwith the pledge of
allegiance followed by a
Moment of silence.

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

We had a special Guest at
our March meeting Sharon
Reiner joined us and is
looking for our support
for her run for the FJS
Congress! She is running
against Tim Walburg
Sassy gave us her treasurer
report and we are still in a
favorable spot.
Jinx filled us in on what is
going on in Lansing. We are
working on getting a new
bill number for our lane
filtering bill. We will let you
know more about that as it
develops.
On the MREF front Jinx
needs us to go to the MRF
website and there are a
couple of call to actions that
need to be filled out (if you
haven’t already done 1t). one
is to reclassity side by side
three wheelers (ones with a
steering wheel) as cars and
the other has to do with
electric cars.
On the RC front we are
working on our 3 events for
this year. Our first one will
be the Run for The region/
Motorcycle awareness
run which will be on May
16th at the Proud Vets club
house. The second run will
be our annual PAC run on
Aug 1st also at the Proud
Vets. Both of these flyers
are available at the ABATE
of Michigan website. Our
third event this year will be
the second annual Special
Olympics Run held in
conjunction with the Proud
Vets. The kids last year had
a blast! They loved the bikes
and the bike show! That
one will be held Aug 22nd
(place to be determined)
atch for updates on that
one. We are working on
a 4th event for next year
Pretty excited about this
one! More on this as it
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develops!

Our awareness director Buttons says we are
oing to have a booth at Hudson leather at
%oth of their events. She is also going to try

and get a couple of more places to set the
bOOt%l up.

Our Road Capt. Bumper keeps promising
that the weather will get warmer! well so far
all it has done is tease us warm for a couple
of days then goes back cold (but I guess
that’s better than being cold all the time.)
On a Parting note The Proud Vets lets us
hold our meetings at their Club House
(ﬁreat grou%of guys)Well every month on
the second Friday they have a Pork Chop
Dinner with sides. Then on the Last Friday
of the month they do Hot dogs. Well the
hot dogs are changing! After much thought
and discussion The NEW last Friday meal
will be ....... A MYSTERY! could be tacos.
Could be hamburgers or Swedish meatballs
could be a lot of things! if you happen

to be out and about on that day and the
conversation goes like this, where do you
want to go eat? I don’t know where do you
want to go? Come on out and find out! All
the proceeds for both of these Dinners goes
to Youth Haven Ranch.

It anyone would like a flyer on these events
plea'se drop me a line and I will get one to
you!

Till next time! Think warm thoughts!
Dano.

REGION 14 - Livingston, Washtenaw
RC - Shiny Bob

Shiny Bob has the Cash Raftle tickets and
Field meet tickets.

March 22nd we will be discussing some
event dates and times for this summer.
March 28th is Region 14's Taco party.
Everyone is welcome and it's donations at
the door.

REGION 15 - Wayne
Interim RC - Shiny Bob

Taco Party March 28,1-4 pm donations
accepted,thanks Tony reg 14 , meetings on
4th Sunday 4 pm American Legion Post 322
Saline Mi Watch for distracted drivers,and
pot holes,ride safe, Johnny
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REGION 16 - Oscoda, Ogema, Alcona,
Iosco, Montmorency, Al})ena

RC- Jesse Gordy

No report this month.

REGION 17 - Mm:zuette, Dickinson,
Menominee, Delta, Alger
RC - TBD

Wanted!!...If you ride a motorcycle or
anyone you know rides and enjoy the
freedom of choice. We are Reuniting the
region and spreadin%jthe joy of ABATE to
the UP. We want to hear from you and help
bring the region back strong.

Please feel fgrgee to reach out to Woody —
State Operations Officer, he will help with
the process.

Call Woody: 231 884-2192

Email: Dberg01@hotmail.com.

REGION 18 - Lenawee, Monroe
RC- Leroy Cuykendall I

Hey Region 18.

We started right on time at 1400. Our
meeting was attended by 18 folks. We had
two guests. Amber and iessica. Thanks for
coming, hope to see ya'll again. We have
renewed 2 prior members. Welcome back

Jimbo McHone, and John Manor. Thanks

tor still giving a shit!

Our new Youth memberships are doing
really well. If you know anyone with kids
under 18 that would like $3500.00 of
Accident Insurance for $10.00 a year, sign
them up! The memberships are trom birth
to 17. All you need is one of the new Purple
Trifolds. I am not aware of any policy that

is that affordable. If there is one out there
please let me know.

The Danny and Kathy Yench Awareness
Ride will be May 2nd.

We will meet at the Veterans Park by the
River Raisin.

1599 N. Custer Rd. Monroe 48162
Meet at 11AM, kickstands up at Noon.

The Big John Cronk Memorial Ride will
be May 23rd.

We will meet at the Iron Horse Grill in
Dundee.
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388 E. Monroe St. Dundee
48131.

Both rides are $20 Per rider,
$30 per couple.

Under new business we
discussed the attending the
Lenawee County Fair, and
whether we will be doin
another Ace's and 8"s Ride.
Viking has agreed Lord will
and with the permission of
his wife to camp at the Fair
and over watch our site.
The Ace's and 8's, should it
happen, will obviously be a
slimmed down version of
what it was in the past.
[ had thought about asking
E(?rmlssmn to rename the
ide the "Mike Campbell
Memorial Ace's and 8's
Ride" since he wanted to
do that for years! Then I
thought, Shit I better ring
him up since I think he is
still kicking?
It's kind of humbling to
think back to those (%a s and
remember the fellowship we
all had. To remember those
who were with us then and
all the work they did to
make this one of the best
Regions in the State, and
to solemnly reflect back on
those that lZave gone before
us.

Your Legislative Ofticer and
Secretary have met with 2
candidates for Governor,

1 candidate for Mich.

Atty. Gen., 1 candidate

for Michigan House, 1
candidate for Michigan
Senate, 1 current State
Senator, and 3 current State
House Reps in the last 32
days.

The upcoming elections
will have long lasting eftects
on out State. It's time to get
busy!

April 2026
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REGION 19 - Oakland
RC- Bill Stewart

Report from Region 19
For the April, 2026 Issue
of Michigan Rider

Our March Meeting
Report and an AEpeal to
Region 19 Members

The first Tuesday evening
of the month is a great
time for a meeting of
motorcycle friends.

At 6:00 pm on March

3 Region 19 took its
accustomed table at the
Shark Club for dinner,
conversation and the latest
news from ABATE and
the MRFE.

Bill (RC) opened
the meeting with the
Pledge of Allegiance and
then spoke about his
efforts to gain members
and to improve attendance
at our meetings (see our
appeal at the end of this
report]). Bill also reported
the following...

*  We have plenty

of tickets available for
this year’s ABATE Cash
Raftle.

. Special ABATE
memberships now exist
tor young people under 18
yeas of age to help attract
younger people to our
organization.

. Bill received
another rocker for our
Region 19 Flag at the
Seminar.

. We should plan
some summer rides (for
lunch perhaps?), a cider
run in_the fall or just go
for a ride to get out.

. Tesla has finally
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decided to scale back use
of the term “Auto-Pilot”
to identify its driver
assistance technologies.
This terminology has
proven very confusing

to Tesla owners who
think that “Auto-Pilot”
means “Auto-Pilot” and
that the vehicle can drive
itself. Many crashes

have resulted from such
thinking.

Bill enciged his report with
some words of wisdom.
“There are three kinds of
people:
*  Those who make
things happen,

° ose who watch
things happen,
. those who
wonder what happened!”
Into which of these
categories do YOU fit?
Our Treasurer (}?peedy)
then presented her report:
. Region 19’s _
Treasury 1s slowly growing
following our decision for
attendees to (voluntarily)
make small contributions
each month. The Treasury
is therefore more health?r
and the Region more able
to meet its obligations.
Hess then presented his
Legislative Report:

* Lansing remains
relatively quict while
ABATE’s Legislative
Leadership continues to
work on the issues with
which we are too familiar.
There is hope that
progress on these issues
can be made this year.

*  MRF members have
received recent emails
containing news about
two important pieces of
Federal Le%mlauon:

. HR 1566, the Right
to Repair and

. HR 3385 which
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updates the federal definition of the motorcycle. '

*  The email included convenient Call-to-Action links (really just buttons to
click) which can also be found on the MRF Website.

. Hess noted that every ABATE member should also be a member of the MRF
and should respond to these two Calls-to-Action. .

This Report ends with a special appeal to all ABATE members who live in Oakland

County:

tﬁegion 19 continues to operate with a skeleton crew of officers and active
members. With only an RC, a Treasurer and a Legislative Officer our Region is
dﬁ)mg ﬁts best to keep the wheels turning but is not capable of doing much more
than that.

Our monthly meetings function to keep officers and attendees connected
and informed, keep our Region afloat financially and preserve Region 19’s fragile
existekr)lce. This situation is %rought about by lack of enough active, participating
members.

As has been mentioned in previous monthly reports, Oakland County is
one of Michigan’s most populous, with about 12.%/% of the state’s residents.” Given
Michigan’s 270,000 bikers, our county is home to more 30,000 riders, each of whom
could %l/ay an important role in making Re(%mn 19 a going concern.

- We know that you are out there, reading the Michigan Rider and perhaps
considering how you might take part in preserving the freedom of riding
motorcycles. We need you now to come to our meetings and to lend a hand to
protect that freedom. We and all the riders in Michigan are counting on you!

Region 19’s next meeting will take place on 7 April at the Shark Club, 6665
Highland Road in Waterford. Dinner at 6:00pm with the meeting at 7:00. Please
come out and join us!!

Submitted by Hess Bates, Region 19 Legislative Officer.

REGION 20 - Genesee, Shiawassee
RC - Steve (lGeneml {l(fmves

No report this mont

REGION 21 - Oscoda, Clare, Mescosta, Isabella, Montcalm
Interim RC - Vern Shock
No report this month.

REGION 22 - Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Manistee, Wexford
RC - Greg Bennett “Break Down”

Meeting was called to order by Greg at 18:35 hrs. at the Laughing Horse Saloon.
The pledge was led by Ron, and recited by all followed by a moment of silence for
our military, past and present.

A word of welcome was made by Greg, thanking all who were in attendance. He
stated that he had spoken with Brickways regarding connecting with the special
needs community. He also has met with someone tfrom GTI regarding their special
needs clients. We are looking to support them on their fundraisers. He stated that
he confirmed with the Laughing Horse to have our Christmas Iparty their again.
Greg stated that he and Karen met with the Red Cross the Chili Cook Oft. They
will get with Karen with the dates of their blood drives as we thought that we could
do a ride to Cadillac, support their blood drive and then go to dinner. More to come
on that. Discussion was made to have a Region 22 ride sometime this summer, just
working on a date
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Samantha read minutes from the last meeti_n%. Woody made a motion, second by
Ron to approve as read. Discussed and carried.

Cheyenne read a treasurers report. Karen made a motion, second by Samantha to
approve as read. Discussed and carried.

Mary Irene spoke of the t-shirts and ssponsqrs. We are waiting for 1 more sponsor
to turn in their money as promised. She will then proceed with having shirts made
hopetully in time for the swap meet. She showed us a color copy of the with the
changes to the design for the shirts and everyone agreed on it.

Ron has nothing

Karen stated that she is getting ready for the swap meet in Cadillac on April 4th.
Road captain Ty stated to watch out for the potholes on the roads when your riding.
Rob with Legislation is absent but we understand that nothing has changed.

Woody states that MRF is working on all topics and fighting for our rights at the
national level. Karen made a motion to have Region 22 join MRF, second by Gina.
Discussed and carried. Chey will send in the application and money. July 16-19

is the Indiana Boogie and Woody understands that if Michigan shows up as Abate
members, we will be treated like royalty. Woody also has discounted tickets to the
field meet. Get with him prior to May 1st when the cost goes up. Woody also stated
that the purple trifold application is the youth application tor Abate of Michigan.

Dates to remember: A{ﬂ)ﬂl 4...Cadillac swap meet _
May 12..... Taco Tuesday Hooligan kick off ride
May 16.......Eriks Ride _
May 30....... Houghton Lake Blessing
une 12-13..Field meet
uly 16-19....Indiana Boogie _ _
Aug 21-22....Summer party and parade with the Coho Festival
Aug 30.......Recovery Road Riders annual ride
Aug 31 & Sept 1.... DYSON ride
Oct 3....Cash raftle drawing and Region 7 party.
Dec 5........ Christmas Party with a meeting.

Motion to adjourn, meeting adjourned at 19:05.

REGION 23 - Otsego, Crawford, Roscommon, Missaukee
RC - Ted Caleb
No report this month

ABATE of Michigan
A New Beginning
Our YouTube Channel!!
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...More photos

from the 50th
Anniversary Seminar
Celebration...
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State Raffle Bike Award winners, Shelby Roby for selling the
winning ticket and Jeff Rich for selling the most tickets!

~saté’lassified
¥ <

FOR SALE: Complete stock exhaust system
with all fasteners and shields.For FLH. Taken
oft'a 92 FLH Used only 500 mi. Very good
condition. $150

Text: 313 433-4204

"1 [ & - i v ™%

FOR SALE: Solo Police seat with air and
dampening adjustable shock fits older FLH’s
with battery on the side used only 50 miles.
$150. Like new.

Text: 313 433-4204
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| CONGRATULATIONS, BONOI VESPRINI
ABATE MEMBER OF THE YEAR

INJUREC IN 4 MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT?

BUCKFIRE
— LAW —

We'll make it right.
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Membership;

Dues

On Line - Processing fees applied

- Single 1 Year Membership
On line Newsletter

$26.00

- Single 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$31.50

- Couple 1 Year Membership
On line Newsletter

$46.50

- Couple 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$51.50

- Single 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$41.50

- Couple 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$71.50

- Single Life Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$390.00

- Couple 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$51.50

- Couple 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$73.00

- Couple Life Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$705.00

Join the cause & become
a member today!!
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Join or Renew your membership by mail - Or
- Call our office to process your membership by
using your C/C or PayPal account on our website
https://abateofmichigan.org/membership%Z2Fjoin
Contact State of Michigan Secretary

Eric Eads
Phone: 269 435-2058
ABATE of Michigan Inc.,
P.O. Box 99
Constantine, Mi. 4941-0099

Enjoy the Benefits of
MEMBERSHIP

*FREE with your I\/Iembership*

* $3500 Accidental
Death & Dismemberment
Insurance

* Free Classified Ads to
current members - in the
newsletter and on line!

PkoATAS

* Enjoy fun Region & State
Events
throughout the year!

ABATE March Puzzle
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ABATE HARLEY DAVIDSON RALLY
AWARENESS HEADER REGION
BAR HELMET RIDE
BIKE INDIAN SAFETY
BLIP LOOK TWICE SAVE A LIFE
EVENT MAPS SHIELD
FRONT DOOR MICHIGAN STURGIS
FUNDRAISER MOTORCYCLE TRIKE
GUNNER POKER RUN TWO FINGERS DOWN

Words are in any direction, right, left, diagonal, up, down or backwards
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T— Degion Fvent Flvers

MRF Fund Night
ABATE of lﬁf{%gm - Region 7

Farmers Tavern
Ruih, MT
March 28, 2026
Spaghetti Dinner
Enjoy & spoghetts dinmer with olf the fix ‘il
AN for fusi S1o.mo |

Learn more aloa? the
MEF omd what the ar-

hrs done
[ the
oomrrarity ! I is st
From g till g pm. AWESOME?!
Aot g tri. - T i anll Chlien

AL iRy - wr Tim

Fur & Games for ALLT Tiake o cleanwe for o MRF member-
whip fur iy 85! Cheek if o)

Al prowwed's g fodwlp spport the MEF

5

TACO PARTY
SAT MARCH 28
1-% PmM

DONATION AT DOOR
MARGARITAS OM
SPECIAL

AMERICEAN LEGION POST 322
H20 L. MICHIGAN RAVE.
SHALINE, Ml «*B17&6
HOSTED BY RELGION 1%
AEBATE OF MICHIGAMN

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN

ABATE REGION 5
1T ANNUAL

by by
= TP LA L LERRN
= GARN TN 0 WOOH |
» RIS CEFLESHED @ LT
W Bk e
= f10000 FREEY LN PpEACe

= FRCCINDE- N T WAL, & 10
RARSTICY 10W CHEFLTRLLS

231 ’ Scan for printable flyers

Spagherti, Salad & Gorlic Brecd will be served
$10,00/person
EARRYOUT AVAILABLE

Precesdy to banafit the MRF [Matorcpcls Riders
Foundation) and the ALR Post 4 Weteress Fund.
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ABATE OF MICHIGAMN. REGION &
AWAREMESS [ MEMBERSHIP RUN

EVENT STARTS

AT PIFES PUB
H.TI..IEIM'!' 3ﬂ AND GRUB

TH6 W

FINCONNING RD

PINCONNING M|

ABaED

KICKETAMDS UP
RESISTRATION:
00 AM - HOON AT 1200

RIERS: $10

PASSENGER: $10

ALL TYFIS OF MKES
AND CARS ARE
WELCOME TO
FARTICIPATE
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All proceeds
for ABATE OF

iy

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

MAY 16th
7901 Benn Rd. ,Parma
Registration opens at 11am
Kickstands up at 12

WIS TN Ry
— ABATE =
N BEGION R j
-qﬁT-"]nr'yrll iy

POXER RUN

MAY 30'™, 2026
REGISTRATIDN AT P&, K50 AT 11
STARTS AT: B1 RORTHLAND DR

— SAND LAKE. 99343
ALL 4

BEST HAND &
. f?ﬂl e WORST HEKD PRLL

April 2026
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ABATE OF MICHIGAN
REGION 11

Sunday July 12th, 2026

STARTS AT: 1] KNAPPS TAVERN
P16 Gratiot Richmond, Mi 8062

Located on (ke eas e of bratol. between 31 mile & Main 5
FOOD MENU AVAILABLE

Sign in from 10:30 - Noon
Priced for: Best 3 hands snd 50750

Faze! oot ifvbeet T D, [ i L8l D 1EaT Corbiorg
il SBE V&5 4TES

Or gl Focho bFEaensrii=ahog oo

FROCEEDS TO BENEFIT MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS
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ABATE OF MICHIGAN

PAC RIDE 2026

August 1st

Prowd Vets

T80l Benn Rd
Registrasan opem & 11am
Cadi Futhstangs up al fean
DANG SET-444-81R3 30 P ricker
All proceeds goes to MAMPAC 45 paswang=

¢ Scan for printable flyers

WEILCONME NEW
S RETURNING
VMEVIBERS

PAUL HARRIS

GILLIS JOHNNY DEVEE
ANGELATICKLE
GRACE MARTIN
VICTORIA ENGLISH
JOHN ENGLISH

REP TIM KELLY
EARNEST (BIG E) ROBINSON
PHILLIP BROWN

ZOEY PAINTER
CAROLANN SARAH
WALTERS

PHOENIX UNDERWOOD
CINDY GRISWOLD
JASON ALGEO
KARALYN ALGEO
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MOTORCYCLE
AWARENESS

YT.ook T'wice
Save a Life 2 <4

BECOME AN AWARENESS SUPPORTER

Do you want to show your support for our Awareness Program? If you do, please fill out this form and send
your check (made out to ABATE of Michigan) to: ABATE of Michigan, P.O. Box 99 Constantine, Mi 49042.
Your contribution will assure that we can continue teaching new car drivers to look out for motorcycles. The
cost is $100 per person or business. You will receive a patch and your name will be listed in the newsletter.
There will be a year rocker that will be given to you for every year that you contribute.

Name/Business

Membership ID Phone No.:
Address

City, State Zip

Page 30 ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026



Michigan Rider Advertising is the most direct
and affordable way to reach motorcyclists

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE =k
FREE TO CURRENT g gt B
MEMBERS

Your listing will be posted in the Michigan
Rider & online!
https://abateofmichigan.org/classified-ads

Michigan Rider
ADVERTISING

e amera-Ready™ and receved b the 12th of the preveous month to be printed in the next ssue. (Black
& White Ads Onlby. Mo colored backgrounds.) Mo ads over the phone wall be accepred. Discount for ads
TUITNRRARN S S0 €T ';'l-'l-'l.'l"i.' CONSECUNYE 15506,

Maoney Mzt Accomipany Ad, Camend-ready = ieeds no alterations, ad is compleie.

{Your cancelled check will serve as your receipt). Please send in PDF, or [PG formats.

Business Card Size /4 Page AdFlier 12 Page Ad/Flicr Full Pape Ad/Flicr
(Approx. 3.5 x 27) (Approx 288" x 4.37) (Approx 5,757 x 4.257) (Approx 5.75 x B.57)
Member

10V mrh for card on line 43 por 15sue 33 per 1ssue 5155 per wsuie

£20 per issue *2225 for 6 ssues * 2425 for O ssues 2770 per boissucs

=2 100 for G 1ssucs #2150 for 12 pesiies X250 for 12 ssues #X1 550 for 12 issnes
#5150 fior 12 ssues

MOMN Member Mame:
"‘1|-|| |,1|.,'l' 125118 ."ﬁ.vlll,!rl_ L
52N bor G 1ssucs Coiys State & Lip:
#5225 for 12 ixsues Phonc: Member #
¥ Price Change Region: Poymient Enclosed
Mumiber of Tssoes Ad s oo ran: Moath (%)

Pheawe Circle moguie stcdd ad abowe Dlewsilouid Jrier il rI'u'...r\!\nI-ﬂ.j'-rllhl_;un'..lr‘ .'|Ir'\d|r':|;\lnll|'ﬂ:r.|'n'n|
Birdl gercle [papably do ARATE of Mickigaw, Inc, | with pour ad de S0tk Bafls Edvies, 20000 sl Shite Rowic 59 Lai 75 Cotlpmarond Az, BRIZE

Email: abatewebeditor@gmail . com. He must eeoctine papament bofone the ad i posiod fo i Michipen Rider,

Advertising must be

- a FFL T — Mo

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 31



E MREF - Bikers Inside the Beltway 2026

m ——r
~ MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION

MICHAEL “BOZ" K U R

JANSIDE

NATIONAL %% %
M MOTORCYCLISTS' e seciens

Since 1987, the MRF has been the only
national motorcyclists' rights organization
dedicated to on-street riders with full-time

representation in Washington, DC!
- Ride with the Leaders! -

MAKE YOUR CONGRESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS NOW!  Embassy Suites, 1500 Diagonal Road, Alexandriz, Virginiz, T03-5684-5900,
Pre-event briefing: May 18, 2024 = Event: May 19, 2026 $ 244 per night, incl. breakfast (cut-off April 22). Room block Is limited so reserve yours
Pre-requster (FREE) &t www.mirfoog (oat-odf May 14) tsday! Far roam reservations call (800} 362-27 79 and reference group code, “MRF

Sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation | www.mrfang | 202-546-0983

ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026



E MREF - Meeting of the Minds 2026

m[]'[[]FICH’ElE u”nDHTI[]n

SEPTEMBER 26-27 2026 FIRSTTIME
JOIN US! ATTENDEE

Topical Presentations IIIISI'}I]III‘IT

First-time attendees,

Sixbeen Informiation-

Packed Warkshops ;

iy WISCONSIN etyeenhe ses

Capétcd Hill Uipdates T S S of 18-35, receive
. HOSTED BY ABATE OF WISCONSIN - e g

And miach mone!

Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel

375 5 Moorland Rd, Brookfield, W1 53005
Room resarvations, call 262-364-1100 (use group code "MAF®)
Rooms are $129/day, plus taxes & fees. (Cut-off date: Sopt, 4, 2008)

Pre-registration for conlersnoe through the MRF, PO Box 9090, Pearia, L 51612
Pre-registration (must be recoived by Sept. 4, 2026): $100,00 ([curment maember] £ $120.00 (non-membar)
Registration rate after Sepl, 4, 2026: $110.00 (current member] / $130000 (non-reembser)
Registration includas all workshops, workshop materials, and Saturday banguet,
Registration questons call the MAF at 202-546-0083, or email Fred Harrell at fred@mrlong.
Sev regitration fom for defads

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 33



Are you interested in joining the fight for Motorcycle Rights?

Where is your Region?

Region 1) Keweenaw, Baraga, Iron, Ontonagon, Gogebic, Houghton

Region 2) Schoolcraft, Luce, Chippewa, Mackinac
Region 3) Antrim, Kalkaska, Charlevoix,

Region 4) Emmet, Cheboygan, Presque Isle,

Region 5) Mason, Lake Oceana, Muskegon, Newaygo
Region 6) Gladwin, Arenac, Midland, Bay -

Region 7) Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac

Region 8) Ottawa, Kent, Allegan, Barry __;_1 "rh . z
e,

Region 9) Ionia, Clinton, Eaton, Inghan
Region 10) Gratiot, Saginaw
Region 11) Lapeer, St. Clair, Macomb

2

-

Region 12) VanBuren, Kalamazoo, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph ;{J: =

Region 13) Calhoun, Jackson, Branch, Hillsdale ]
Region 14) Livingston, Washtenaw B

Region 15) Wayne B

— i [

Region 16) Oscoda, Ogema, Alcona, Iosco, Montmorency, Alpena

Region 17) Marquette, Dickinson, Menominee, Delta, Alger
Region 18) Lenawee, Monroe

Region 19) Oakland

Region 20) Genesee, Shiawassee

Region 21) Oscoda, Clare, Mecosta, Isabella, Montcalm

Region 22) Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Manistee, Wexford
Region 23) Otsego, Crawford, Roscommon, Missaukee,

Page 34 ABATE OF MICHIGAN
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Scan the code
for meeting
and contact
info.
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American Income Life Insurance - $3.200 ADKD
Insurance??
For being a current member of AGATE of Michigan

American Income

lite inNurames cOMmpRnYy

ATTENTION

Membership benefits at no cost!

Through a partnership with American Income Life Insurance Company, servicing working families
for more than 40 years, additional benefits are being provided to all members of
ABATE of MICHIGAN

Membership benefits at no cost to you include:

You will be receiving or have

already received a letter
= $3,500 Group AD&D Benefit i ard
= Child Safe Kit® ather no-cost offers, Please be
surg to raturn the reply card,

* Family Information Guide .
Or reply online at

* AILPlus Health Services Discount Program”  MyBenefits.AlLife.com
Enter access code: SGNMO

#An AL represantaling wall conlact members who netiam the reply card 1o srange & cofwanant Bimi (o dediver i
certificate of covsrage ard other no-cost offers and review other supplemantal insurance coverage that may be available.

For more information, please call:

Lisa Bennett

AlL Public Relations
(616) 635-7554
AlLife.com

* ML Plurs Hieadth Sevveoes Descoust Progiam i not avslabie s N Lab Testing not svailable tn WD, WL, o0 @1
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ABATE MEMBERSHIP

JUAR BO0 HUEppOTT
ABATE of Michigan, Inc.
Fighting for the Rights of

ALL MOTORCYCLISTS since 1576
Join onling al www abateofmichigan org

“* Do you prafer the kMichigan Fider onling | ), oF necene i in (e mad [ )7

Waks chacks paysbls (o ABATE of Michigan, Inc. Dues are nol tax deductible. Thers ts a $25 charge for retumed
checks. Allow (4] weeks for processing.

Voling rights take eflocl 3 days afler application has boen received al the address shown on the cover page.

Az a mambar you have $3500 in Life insurance availabla,

[ New Mamber [ Renewal - Your Membarship §
Single [ 525 Online 0 $30 Mail®  Couple 01 $45 Online [ $50 Mal® L - o

i O Fa0fperann [ SMvcouple L
e **Processing fees are

* Applies fo one-ysar membership only added when you
i o Renew/Join using on line
S e services

Liln! 155"s annual membershipfpersan O ‘;}'
E E _:l."'.;

Lifn 15’5 anmual membarship/coupie ving al the same address O | r?_-'..:—-
R

[1 AWARENESS DONATION § Hﬁ
Complete thiz form then send it along with your payment to: .g-

; Scan QR Code
ABATE of Michigan Inc., to visit the
F.0. Box 99 membership/join

on line page

Constanting, Mi, 49042
Please make checks payable to ABATE of Michigan Inc.

Page 36 ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026



ABATE of Michigan
Legislative Support

(g T T ——

We need you to become a Legislative Supporter

Do you want to show your support for our Legislative program? Your contribution will
assure that we continue the fight in Lansing. The cost is $100 per person or business. You
will receive the patch (shown above) and your name will be listed in the Michigan Rider
Newsletter. A year rocker will be given to you for every year that you contribute. If you
can get a corporation or business to sign up as a Legislative Supporter, they will receive a
certificate of appreciation (with the year of their contribution) to display in their building.

2 ]

Name:
Membership ID:
Address:

City, State & Zip:

Make check payable to:
ABATE of Michigan, Inc.,
2424 N. 17th Street,
Fountain, Mi.

49410

*Help us make a difference - any
amount is a huge help!
All donations, big or small, make a
difference!!

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 37



H CHAIN OF EVENTS

Scan for
printable flyers

*State Events are highlighted in GOLD*
*MRF is highlighted in BLUE*

*Bike Nights are highlighted in GREY*

Region & State Events

Date Region =0=6 Contact
Mar 28 Reg 5 Euchre Tournament Dirty Dog
Mar 28 Reg 7 II\{/IUI}}IIJ Spaghetti Dinner - Farmers Tavern, (1. . 989 ¢70.997¢
Mar 28 Reg 14 giﬁ?q é).al{/tl)i]._ American Legion Post 322 -
Aprd  Regll R e Post - Mt Clemens _|586 7464765
Apr22  [Reg7  [pdopt-a-hwytrash pickup - Evergreen pin: 089 670-9976
Apr 24 - 26 [Reg 10 Maple Syrup Festival
May 2 Reg 5 Spring Fling/Membership Bash 2B?§1 {n 7]63331:185
May 2 Reg 18 E;z?grnizs g{ﬁtélg Yench Memorial/
May 3 Reg 7 %ﬁfﬁting & Awareness Ride - Evergreen Tim: 989 670-9976
May 14 Reg 5 Blessing of the Bikes - Baldwin
May 16 Reg 8 Blessing of the bikes Vet Escort
May 16 Reg 13 Run for the Region
May 16 Reg 22 Erik’s Ride
May 18 - 19 Bikers in the Beltway MRF
May 23 Reg 10 Highland Festival Parade
May 23 Reg 18 John Cronk Memorial Run
May 30 Reg 6 Awareness - Membership Run Merry: 734 652 9739
May 30 Reg 8 Motorcycle Poker Run
May 30 Reg 10 Annual Spring Fling
June 6 Reg 7 gaersﬁ in Peace Ride & Meeting - Evergreen Danny: 989 325-1432
July 11 [Reg7  frco0t & Shoot&Meeting - Farmers ;. 989 6709976
Page 38 ABATE OF MICHIGAN April 2026




July 11 Reg 10 Annual Poker Run
July 12 Reg 11 32nd Annual Observation Run g:S%V\%ZO —:4765
July 15 Reg 5 19th Bike Time
July 18 Reg 6 Memorial Ride Merry: 734 652 9739
Aug -2nd [Reg5 Hill Climb
Aug 1 Reg 13 PAC Ride Dano: 517 414-8183
Aug 15 Reg 11 8th Annual Ricky D Memorial Run Arnold: 810 334-8600
Aug 16 Reg 5 Reg 5’s Family Picnic - Stoney Lake
Aug 20 - 23 [Reg 5 Iéalllllg{odeo - Twisting Trails Snowmobile
Aug 21 - 23 [Reg 22 Summer party and Coho Festival Parade [Greg: 231 620-6243
Aug 22 Reg 7 Porcupine Bash - Caro VFW Tim: 989 670-9976
Aug 22 Reg 8 Veteran Escort to Hart
Sept 12 Reg 8 Gilmore Booth - Ford Model A Days
Sept 19 Reg 10 End of Summer Ride/Book Party
Sept23  [Reg7  frdopt-a-hwy trash pickup - Evergreen i1y 99 670-9976
Sept 24 - 27 42nd Annual Meeting of the Minds
Oct2-4  |[Reg7 lg;rged in Stone Weekend - Evergreen |1y . 959 670-9976
Oct 3 Tap into The Money Tree Raffle
Oct 10 Reg 5 Toy Run
Oct 10 Reg 10 Color Tour
Nov 1 Reg 5 Christmas Auction
Nov 1 Reg7  fyjecting & Chili Cook-off - Lucky Tim: 989 670-9976
Dec 5 Reg 7 Christmas Party & Meeting Tim: 989 670-9976
Dec 5 Reg 10 Christmas Party
Dec 5 Reg 22 Christmas Party Greg: 231 620-6243
Dec 6 Reg 5 Christmas Party

April 2026 ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 39




. ABATE of Michigan NONPROFIT
5 50 bon 5 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED oo
Constantine, Mi. 49042 PAID
269 435 2058 ROYAL OAK, MI
www.abateofmichigan.org 48068
POSTMASTER: THIS IS DATED MATERIAL PERMIT # 792

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Disclaimer: The thoughts &
opinions expressed in this publiction are
hose of the individual contruibuutors alone
and do not necessarily express the views of
BATE of Michigan board & its members.

| Membership Application/Renewal
Date:
Name: |
Address:
| City: State/Zip+4 |
County:
| Phone: E mail: |

| Are you a registered voter? o Yes o No |
o New member o Renewal Your Membership number

Single $25onlineo  $30 mail* o Couple $45/on line 0 $50 mail* o ** Processing fees are added
| 2 years - $40/person - $70/couple o when using on line services |

i

| Living at same address o *Applies to one-year membership only I Scan QR Code |

= to visit the |
*E".:-.}":"" membership/

! _ﬂl:" oyl join page |
Awareness donation O el
| Please make checks payable to ABATE of Michigan, Inc. Voting rights take effect 30 days after |
application has been received at the ABATE State Office.

| Membership fees and donations are NOT tax deductible. Membership fee is nonrefundable. |
|Clip & Mail to : ABATE of Michigan, INC. P.O. Box 99 Constantine, Mi 49042

| Life: 15x’s annual membership/person o
Life: 15x’s annual membership/couple living at same address o

3 This form is also available on line: https://abateofmichigan.org/download-forms-%26-files
The Michigan Rider is published a minimum of eight times per year and is distributed to ABATE of Michigan’s Full
Members, other motorcycle rights groups, and interested advocates around the country. ABATE of Michigan, Inc. and
the editor accepts no responsibility for the comments or opinions expressed within this publication.

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education ~ A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments
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