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H The Prez Report - Gary Kopta

Hello everyone,

It's been quite a year and it's not over yet. I've
attended many fun things like field meet and
poker runs. I've attended informational things
like Governors Traffic Safety Action Team and
Committee meetings, and I've also attended a
few somber events like escorting the Vietnam
Memorial Moving Wall.

Last month myself and a few other ABATE
members attended a memorial for a young
20-year-old man named Gunner Dortch.

Gunner was on his motorcycle enjoying his
ride when an inattentive driver ran into him and
unfortunately ended his life.

This young man had his whole life ahead of
him. | haven't been updated on whether or not
the driver was ticketed or anything else. I will
keep you all updated on this when | do hear
anything. I guess I bring this up because many
of us think something like this will never happen
to us. We tend to think it won't happen to our
children either. While we were at the memorial
a bunch of Gunners friends came on their
motorcycles, and I figured it wasn't the time or
place to bring up everything ABATE 1s fighting
for. Things like promoting safety and education
along with justice for motorcyclists involved in
accidents and especially this insurance fiasco.
The hardest thing for me to figure out is how to
get these young people involved to help us with
the fight to stop what happened to their friend.

If anyone has ideas how we can get the
younger people involved | would like to know
how. We have tried social media, and I don't
know if it is working or not. | am open to any
suggestions. Maybe you people with children

and grandchildren should be talking about us and

what we do with them and maybe treat them to a

years membership in this organization. you never

know maybe they will stick around.

Our 50 x 50 membership drive is not going well
so the gifted membership would help that also.
My wife and I just got back from ABATE of
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Indiana's Summertest.
We weren't there

long but had a good
time watching the
bike games and they
also had minibike
competitions which
were entertaining.
The event was near
Jones, Michigan so
| thought maybe | Phone: 989 781-2306
would see a few more gkoptal@gmail.com
ABATE of Michigan
members there.

It was really hot that weekend so maybe that's
why we didn't have much representation.

Just a reminder that our elected officials are in
their district right now so look for their coffee
hours and go and introduce yourself and let them
know about our concerns. You are a voter in their
district, so they are interested in what you have
to say. Get to know them now and then hopefully
you will see them if you can attend pizza and
pop or the freedom rally next year.

Until next month ride safe and watch for the
other driver.

ABATE of Michigan
A New Beginning g s

Our YouTube Channel $5355
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Membership

Dues

On Line - Processing fees applied

- Single 1 Year Membership
On line Newsletter

$26.00

- Single 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$31.50

- Couple 1 Year Membership
On line Newsletter

$46.50

- Couple 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$51.50

- Single 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$41.50

- Couple 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$71.50

- Single Life Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$390.00

- Couple 1 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$51.50

- Couple 2 Year Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$73.00

- Couple Life Membership
Mailed Newsletter

$705.00

Join the cause & become
a member today!!

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

Enjoy the Benefits of
MEMBERSHIP

*FREE with your I\/Iembership*
* $3500 Accidental
Death & Dismemberment
Insurance

* Free Classified Ads to
current members - in the
newsletter and on line!

PATK A

* Enjoy fun Region & State
Events
throughout the year!

Join or Renew your membership by mail -
Or - Call our office to process your membership
by using your C/C or PayPal account on our
website
https://abateofmichigan.org/
membership%z2Fjoin
Contact State of Michigan Secretary
Eric Eads
Phone: 269 435-2058
ABATE of Michigan Inc.,

P.O. Box 99
Constantine, Mi. 4941-0099
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E Secretary Report - Eric Eads

I hope everyone is getting some riding in. Ride while you can
when you can.

Pennsylvania has a proposed helmet bill. If you think it
can’t happen here, think again. Pennsylvania modified their
helmet law a couple of years before Michigan did, to allow an
adult to decide individual choice. That freedom to choose is
again under attack. It seems it never stops. We must always be
vigilante as the powers that be will never stop in their quest
to make us conform to what they want. They will never be
satisfied with chipping away at our freedom to choose in all
things, and, unless we are always vigilant, they will do Phone: 269 435-2058

just that. _ abatemichsecretary@frontier.com
Well, here is some good news! Those new, almost

unusable gas cans that are child proof, and vapor proof may soon be coming to an end,
The requirements were enacted in 2007 and 2008. In 2020, another requirement was
added which required flame mitigation devices. All this resulted in a gas can that was
nearly impossible to get any gas to come out. After numerous consumer complaints, the
EPA recently rescinded these requirements.

Sports bikes continue to show sales growth, while other types of bikes continue to
decline. Sports bike sales rose 71% over a 5-year period. Gen Z riders account for 47% of
sport bike sales.

Harley Davidson is rumored to be working on a new bike to compete with Royal
Enfield, KTM, and Triumph. The bike is expected to be available in 2026 for a price in the
6K range.

Don’t forget to return your tickets to Sherri if you haven’t. They are due July 31st.

If you need Awareness Signs, you will now need to get them from Products Lady Kim.
Kim will now handle all Awareness Sign orders.

President Gary is still working on trying to figure out where all our money is going that
we pay to the State of Michigan, when we renew our motorcycle plates and motorcycle
endorsements. The State is apparently keeping it a secret. It’s our money as motorcyclists
that fund this program, and for the state to attempt to hide where the money is going is a
disgrace. We should all be mad.

Hope to see you at the Bike Raffle next month.
Lite Members this month are Victor Olivieri, Brian Frank, and Charles Way. Melissa,
who is anonymous, and Ron Sangster Jr. donated to Awareness.

Ride defensively.

S e
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ABATE OF MICHIGAN
MEMBERS ONLY!
J2L-TRIDENT LARGE MOTORCYGLE
BACKPACK RAFFLE!

Helpy Suppail Oy Fighl!

ABATE MEMBERS ONLY!
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E Awareness - Leroy Cuykendall - Big Sexy

Hello Michigan. How’s everybody doing this month? It’s
September, where did the summer go to? | hope to see everyone
at the Bike Raffle on September 6th, good luck to everyone.
Now that Fall is coming upon us, watch out for falling leaves.
Keep an eye out for the grass clippings and now school buses
will be stopping. It will get darker earlier in the evening, that
means we got the animals jumping out on us earlier too!! Be
careful on the road. Look twice. Save your life. We got new
student drivers out there too, and talking about student drivers,
how many classes has everybody taught? Is your Region still
teaching classes? 1’d like for your regions to get in contact with
me so we could talk about where we can get more kids educated
about ABATE. what it stands for and to teach them to watch out for us. | also need the
numbers for this seminar coming up in January we need to be teaching all the kids every year
how important it is to look twice so please | hope we have every region that has somebody
that’s teaching locally. If you need any help in that area, please call me. Be careful, ride safe,
enjoy the little bit of time we have left in this riding season and the beautiful fall color leaves
coming up.

See you at the Bike Raffie.

Loy

Phone: 734 755-3684
bigsexy1665@hotmail.com

ABATE yard signs can be purchased using the ]
AWARENESS Sign form on line: ;
https://www.abateofmichigan.org/forms---links.htmi i';:'

Scan me

Members of ABATE of Michigan, Inc. volunteer their time
by teaching students in driver education classes how to be
aware of motorcyclists on the road.

Your donation will go toward classroom & printed materials
to help increase public awareness and safety of all
motorcyclists.

EfRE

Elaf X

Scan to donate
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“ Shifting Gears - Dondi Vesprini

I hope everyone has been enjoying Summer
and keeping your fingers crossed that we
get a nice seasonable Fall to extend the
riding season as long as Mother Nature will
possibly allow. I want to extend a personal
thank you to all who have reached out

to your legislators in an effort to educate
legislators about the damage that tort reform
has done to motorcyclists in handcuffing
the motorcyclist to the no fault medical

cap chosen by the owner/operator of the
motor vehicle involved in the wreck with
the motorcyclist, as opposed to allowing
motorcyclists to claim under their own
auto policy like everyone else gets to do and
hence get the benefit of your own choice.
The effort continues and will continue

to try to rectify this situation legislatively
and push our bill to allow motorcyclists

the benefits of their own no fault medical
choice. It is no secret in today’s world that
our county is divisively politically divided.
You need only check your own social
media platforms or turn on CNN or Fox
News to see that the topic of discussion
usually revolves around how wrong and
unintelligent the opposing political party

is, as opposed to, dare I say, discuss any
common ground that the political parties
share. What I have found throughout my
years in advocating for ABATE of Michigan
is that the divisiveness between the political
parties is not limited to Federal politics.

My years of advocating for ABATE of
Michigan in Lansing has shown me that
partisanship is alive and well in the halls of
the State Capitol as well. While partisanship
has seemed to always play a role in State
politics, I can’t recall a time where it has
crippled our government as bad as it is

now. Currently, the Senate is controlled by
the democrats, the House is controlled by
the republicans and we have a Democratic

Page 8
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Governor.
The

seismic
animosity
between

the political
parties has
created a
situation
where the
majority of
the time,
when one
political party
passes a bill
from their respective chamber, it just goes
to the other chamber where the opposing
party in control kills the bill. Bridge
Michigan reported in July of this year that
our legislature has passed only 6 bills in
2025. That is not a typo, they have only
passed 6 bills. Bridge Michigan reported
that is the fewest amount of bills passed in
the last 20 years. That is an understatement,
as the article goes on to say the next lowest
total of bills passed came in 2007, when the
legislature sent 31 bills to the Governor’s
desk before July 1. That is 25 more bills
than have been passed over the same time
in 2025. The article goes to essentially state
that the political parties point the fingers

at each other as the reason why more

is not getting done in Lansing.  What

are the six bills they passed this year you
ask? Two bills related to minimum wage
and sick leave law; one bill was to allow
schools to waive up to 15 additional days of
instruction from the calendar year; one bill
concerned allowing Michigan Department
of Corrections to transfer ownership

of the Detroit Detention Center to the

city; and two bills related to extending a
legislator’s deadline to file personal financial

4
Phone: 248 569-4646
dondi@buckfirelaw.com
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disclosures (at least they could agree on that
one). I don’t care what political party you
support. What I care about is getting things
done on behalf of motorcyclists across

our State, which has been made difficult
given our current political climate. As you
can see, it is uber-difficult to get any bill
passed, regardless of what the bill even
involves. It is more important than ever
that when you contact your legislators, you
emphasize that our issue regarding equality
to motorcyclists in claiming their no fault
medical benefits IS A NONPARTISAN
ISSUE. The law does not read that only
democratic motorcyclists are handcufted

to the no fault medical choice of the other
vehicle, nor does it read that only republican
motorcyclists are handcuffed to the no
fault medical choice of the other vehicle. It
reads that ALL motorcyclists are handcuffed
to the no fault choice of the other driver.
Legislators need to be made aware that

in passing our bill to fix the situation for
motorcyclists, they are not doing anything
that would offend the constituents of their
party. In fact, most legislators that we

have talked to over the years support our
position, whether they are a democrat or a
republican. Where things get dicey is when
they ask if we have any support for our bill
from “the other party.” It is almost a knee-
jerk reaction that legislators must unlearn
if anything is going to get done in Lansing.
Stress to these legislators that ours is an
issue that each party can agree to without
offending the constituents of their own

BUCKFIRE
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party nor painting them as a sympathizer
with the other party. Our issue is not about
transgender athletes, sanctuary cities or the
role of government. Our issue deals with
providing equality to motorcyclists, who,
regardless of whether they are democrats

or republicans, can agree on the freedom

to ride and the right to do so with the

same protections that are afforded drivers
of other vehicles. Stay in your legislator’s
ears, phones, mail boxes and email boxes.
The road is long, but the fight is worth

it. Despite the current political climate

I can assure you the insurance industry

in unrelenting in it’s eftfort to deny
motorcyclists their rights. We must be ever
more so unrelenting. Keep up the fight.

As always, if anyone has any questions

or if I can be of legal assistance to you or
anyone you know who has been injured in
a motorcycle accident, please don’t hesitate
to contact me as I successtully represent
injured motorcyclists statewide. Further,

if you would like to have me come out to
your Region or any other organization you
belong to, to speak or give a presentation on
the legal rights of an injured motorcyclist or
on any specific topic that your group may be
curious about, please don’t hesitate to give
me a call at (248-569-4646) or shoot me an
e-mail at Dondi@buckfirelaw.com. I give
presentations state-wide and there is never
a charge associated with having me out. I
enjoy having the opportunity to come out
and meet motorcycle enthusiasts from all
parts of our State!

Dok \ oo

Attorney - Buckfire Law

https://abateofmichigan.org/shifting-gears
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H Region Fvent Flyers
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Sunday September 7th
SIGN IN 11:00AM - 1PM

CASCADDAN LOUNGE
4099 S Lapeer Rd
Metamora, 48455

LASTBIKEIN 5PM
CHICATRAZ

3993 Howland Rd
Almont, 48001
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H Region Fvent Flyers

Abate Region 12 Shotgun Bowling
& Pistol Poker
WHEN: September 20th at 2 pm
WHERE: 5715 N 6th Street Kalamazoo, MI 49009

WHO: Call Bear, Eric or Joylynn to RSVP or more info
269-353-0405, 269-435-2058 or 269-599-1767

WHAT: $5 per person, 1 Frame of Shotgun Bowling or 1 Hand of
Pistol Poker

Bring your own ear and eye protection, own guns and own
ammunition (00 Buckshot and no Rifle Rounds)

No scopes or lasers please

o

" = -
=

ABATE of Michigan, Region 7
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REGION 11 and REGION 7

SUMMER TOUR
END OF THE YEAR PARTY
September 21, 2025
Roadhouse 19
6020 Emmett Rd,

Yale, 48097
810-387-4837

Party Starts 1200 Fid
FOOD 2:00 PR - 4:00 PM

PRIZES START @ 3:00 PM

- g
1 [y bk iy iy e ) Ll e medl By Boh,
Tt PP iah b miy 0 Ly TR e,
Thes sk A reae foo i e B in b book.
Whiich Aftows continuation of the ‘book.

FOOD WITH PURCHASE OF BOOK
Lt pan

& Scan for printable flyers

You can
Join/Renew Your ABATE Membership
On line!!

Visit Our ABATE of Michigan website.
Click on the Membership &
Achievements Page to choose your
membership option.

You can use your Pay Pal Account!!
**(Additional charges are added to join/renew
online to cover the cost of processing).

ABATE OF MICHIGAN Page 11



H Region Coordinators & Meeting Info

Region 1 Bay City Total Sports in Harrison rocess.
TBD Region 7 Twp: April, June, August, Call Woody: 231 884-2192
Wanted!!...If you ride a Tim Polk October & December. Email: Dberg01@hotmail.
motorcycle oranyone - phone: 989 670-9976 Region 12 R
choice. We are Reuniting ~ Meetings: First Sunday  Phone: 2694352058 | "%V /7
the region and spreading 2PM, Nov.-April Meetings: 1st Sunday of one: 734 755-3684 )
théi;)y of ABATE to the at Lucky Thumb the month 1pm bigsexy1665@hotmail.
from'yz)xﬁ: ;fl?infl;(l)phbelilr.lg MOtOI‘CYClC Club 7394 Paw Paw Eagles, Lawton Su]cj(()jr; Iz)/i'etel;:gnr%lsoritsl’tl@
the region back strong. Bevens Rd. Deford Region 13 ¥ 5
Please feel free to reac May - Oct. at Evergreen Dan “Dano” Kenzie pm
out to Woody — State Park 4731 Van Dyke Rd., dkenziel@hughes.net VEFW Post 1138 400
Operations Officer, Cass City Phone: 517 414-8183 Jones Ave, Monroe
he will help with the Region 8 Meetings: 1st Sun 12 I?egwn 19
rocess. - RC - Tara Hendee oon Bill Stewart
Call TWoody. Phone: 248 802 7221
231 884-2192 Phone: 616 589-1551 7901 Benn Rd .
Email: Dberg01@hotmail.  tarame7789@yahoo.com Parma, MI. 49269 harleyhippy@comcast.
com. Meetings second Sunday Region 14  het
Region 2 of the month Shiny Bob Meetings: 1st Tues
Interim RC Location TBD shinybob@gmail.com 7:00pm
Mike Amacher Region 9 Phone: 734 417-1369 The Shark Club
906 430-2620 Nick Henry Meetings: Saline 6665 Highland Road
mamacher1979@gmail. RC & Treasurer 4th Sunday 4pm Waterfcird 48327
com Phone: 517 647-6623 Saline American Legion Region 20
Region 3 abateofmich.region9@ Post 322 Steve (General) Graves
Van Dunson gmail.com Region 15 Phqne 810 471-5588
Phone: 231 676_076,0 Region 10 Interim RC - Shiny Bob Meeting last Sunday of
vanmdunson@gmail. Vern Shock Meetings: Saline Month 2 PM
_com , Phone: 810 922-1168 ~ American Legion 4th Region 21
Meetings: Johnny’s abateregion10rc@gmail. ~ Sunday of the month  Interim RC - Vern Shock
Torch Riviera at 12899 com post 322. 4 pm Meetings TBD
Cherry Rd, Rapid City, Meetings 1st Sunday of Region 16
1st Wednesday of the the month at 3 Jesse Gordy
ngmh ) Evergreen Tavern in Phone: 734 957-6033
egton Hemlock jesse.gordy76(@gmail.
Dave Etherton Sep, Nov, Jan, Mar, May ] & sz @g
231 818-5277 July Read meeting notes for
Etherdav@yahoo.com Ghost Town Saloon in dates and times
Region 5 Elwell Region 17
Dan Tiny Patterson Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr, Jun, TBD
Phone: 231 923-6906 Aug Wanted!!...If you ride a
daniepatterson421@ Region 11 motorcycle or anyone
gmail.com. Arnold Schneider eﬁgyk&oe“ﬁgggz élng . o T
Meetings: 1st Sun 1pm Phone: 5‘3?0— 334—8600 choice. We are Reuniting REMINDER
i Email: abatemi. the region and spreadin
Region 6 regionl Lrc@ 1 b [cg f ABATE hg )
Merry Garrett glonl reigmarl.com - the OY&} ﬁo the Month |y Deadline
hone: 734 652-9739 Mecting: o A oA :
Pho 1st Wednesday of the from you and help bring for updates is
merrysgarrett@yahoo. the region back strong.
com Chr.ngll,th.atglpm. . Please teel frge to reac the 12th of each
ings: 1: 1CKy's In Almont. out to Woody — State
I\/Iseeect;rrlﬁds.slu.gggfm March, May, July, Operations yO_fﬁcer, & month. d
Baileys Bar and Grill September & November. he will help with the
Page 12 ABATE OF MICHIGAN September 2025



H Region Reports

REGION 1 - Keweenaw,
Baraga, Iron, Ontonagon,

Gogebic, Houghton
RC-TBD ¢

Wanted!!...If you ride a
motorcycle or anyone you
know rides and enjoy the
freedom of choice. We are
Reuniting the region and
spreadin% the joy of ABATE
to the UP. We want to hear
from you and help bring the
region back strong.

Please feel free to reach out
to Woody — State Operations
Officer, he will help with
the process.

Call Woody: 231 884-2192
Email: Dberg01(@hotmail.

COI.

REGION 2
Schoolcraft, Luce,
Chippewa, Mackinac
Interim RC

Mike Amacher

906 430-2620
mamacher1979 @gmail.
com

No report this month.

September 2025

Operations Officer
Dave “Woody”Berg
Phone: 231 884-2192
Dberg01@hotmail.com

REGION 3 - Antrim,
Kalkaska, Grand Traverse,
Lelllanau, Benzie
Manistee, Missaufeee,

Wexford
RC - Van Dunson

Meeting was held at the
Rapid City Tavern and
called to order by Van at
18:00 hrs.

The pledge was recited by
all, followed by a moment of
silence.

Van extended_a Welcome to
all who were in attendance.

Mark stated the minutes.
Motion was made and
seconded by Van and Ann
Marie to approve minutes as
stated. Motion carried.

Ann Marie gave the
treasurers report. Motion
by Karen, second by Woody
to approve the report as
given. Discussed and
carried.

Legislative report by Woody
states that they are on
vacation so nothing is being
done. Woody encourages

all to get with your reps for
a coftee hour and let them
know how we feel about the

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

insurance bill, the roads etc.
When break is over we will
hit them hard with figuring
out the insurance bill etc.
MRE is at Sturgis. Woody
encouraged all to become a
member of MRF as they are
fighting for your rights at

the national level.
No AC report.

Nothing new for awareness
this month.

Nothing new with Gina B.
on products.

Denise was absent so
nothing new regarding
membership..

Woody spent some time
with a few groups and had
a great time talking about
Aﬁate. He went to the

DYSUN event, and an event
by the Scorpions.

Make sure all your bike
raffle tickets are turned in.

We have been asked to
Earticipate in the Coho
estival Parade on August
23. If you can go get with
Woody or Greg Bennett.

Road clean up is set for
Wednesday September 24,
2025. If it rains then on
Thursday September 25, 25.
Meet at the old Spirit Gas
station on 131 at 18:30 hrs.

As of now Region 3's
Summer Party in 2026 will
be held in August on the 21-
23rd. The Eagles enjoyed us
and will be correcting some
issues as they would %ike to
have us back.
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Our next meeting will be at Rapid City
Tavern on Sept 3rd at 18:00 hrs.

The Bike Raftle Party will be September
5&6 at the Clare County Fairgrounds. See
Woody for pre sale tickets for the weekend.
The pre sale tickets will end on the August
24th. It will be a fun time with games etc.
You will not be able to access the camp spots
with a day pass.

Motion made by Mark, second by Ann
Marie to adjourn. Motion carried.

Enjoy Bike night!!

REGION 4 - Emmet, Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, Presque Ilse, Otsego,
Montmorency, Alpena

RC - Dave Etherton

No report this month.

REGION 5 - Mason, Lake, Oceana,
Muskegon, Newa)’/%
RC - Dan “Tiny” Patterson

Meeting opened with pledge and prayer.
Biketime campground went well this year
special Thank you to all who volunteered!
pecial Thanks to Rabbit and Jinx for bike
ticket sales you two are awesome!
U%coming tamily picnic August 17 at 1 pm
at Benona township park bring something
to throw on the grill and a dish to pass and
also chairs. Everyone welcome!
Fall Rodeo September 5-7 early in on
Thursday the 4th, you can buy tickets
online on Region gl facebook page,live
music on Friday and Saturday, games
and cornhole tournament on Saturday
community dinner on Saturday around 6
you must be 18+ to attend and no guns/
weapons, no attitudes , no pets.
Gate opens Thursday thru Saturday at 10
am. Everyone come join the fun !

REGION 6 - Gladwin, Arenac,
Midland, Ba
RC - Merry Gerrett

Good morning from the sun porch on this
rainy morning. But later the sun will shine
bright and be 90. We have had a hot month

and it’s continuing into August.
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Just want to say thank you to our region for
sharing the fun with me and the hubs. We
went on our memorial run. Met up with
the folks at Bentleys tavern. Rick and Joan
Lawrence lead the pack. AND of course
our car took a crap. Just my luck. But we
insisted they continue on a{le ride. Cricket
sweet cricket came and picked us up and
drove us back to our humble abode. We

are so lucky to have made friends with

the people of our region since there is no
family up here. Don’t have any idea what
we would do without them. So thanks
everyone again for taking us in. Another
reason I love being the RC and keeping this
region going.

We have our September Bike Raftle
Weekend coming up very soon. September

5/6 to be exact.

My re%ion 1s coming out in force how about
ours???!!!l Region 10 is mostly coming for
aturday but they still want to challenge

us!!!! Not happening. You have to be there

the whole dang time. Well maybe. I haven’t

asked the committee yet but region 6 I'm

trying to whip their asses. And I do know

who makes these challenges up. lol. Want

to get in on the fun come on. Region 3 is

keeping it close too.

I know a lot of re%ions are struggling but
]fglease just keep plugging away. There are a
ew of us that will give you help. We must

make ABATE great again.

Gary Kopta our Pres. has issued a challenge
for the region that brings in 50 percent
more members and I must say it’s a great
influence to get it going. Region 6 is doing
good but let’s make it better. Bring a friend,
sign up your kid or grandkids!! Remember
they don’t have to ride to join us. The
member that signs up ten or more from
our region will have a gift from me (kee
track as you all know I forget stuft) Might
be a store bought pie for Rick or a campfire
tor Soto or a big ole fat hug but something
special will be there for that member. We
have till June 2026.

Our meetings are still at Baileys Bar and

Grill and sometimes Doug makes us chili
dogs (my favorite). Any and all regions are
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welcome to attend. Take a
second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 ride and come see
the great awesome working
hard region 6, we’d love to
have ya

This is the beginning of
August but we have a lot
to do with the state. If
ou want to run for the
oard you must submit
your request by October
1st. Need more info call
Eric Eads, if you want to
submit a bylaw or change
a bylaw you must submit
by October 1st. Need
more info call or email Eric
Eads, just so you know an
submissions go in front o
the bylaw committee which
is then reviewed to go to the
members.

Need more info call or
email Eric Eads. Yes I'm
saying his name a lot. He
does a hell of a lot of work
for this organization and we
will be lost without him.
When you see him at the
raftle say, hey thanks for
giving a shit. Just saying

Think my thumbs are

done for now but I’'m sure

[ will think of more to say.

Yes I talk a lot but it’s all

imﬁ)'ortant lol at least I think
olll

Ride in this nice weather
soon a nasty four letter word
will be upon us.

Let the sun shine on your
face and the wind blow in
your hair or beard

Enjoy every little thing
because life is shorter then
me

Peace be with you.

Merry Garrett
September 2025

REGION 7 - Huron,
Tuscola, Sanilac
RC - Tim Polk

Meeting August 3, 2025

Meeting called to order at

2:00 pm. Pledge, moment

of silence for our troops,

opening prayer by Paul
elcher.

Secretary Report - No
report for July. Meetin
attendance was 23 people.

Treasurer Report - Provided
income and expenses for
June and July. All sold bike
tickets need to be turned
in before end of August.
Motion to accept treasurers
%epkc))rt by Butch / support
ob.

Membership - Added one
new member.

Legislative Report - Butch
informed region the
insurance bill is currently a
dead issue. Fund raiser was
held for Representative Greg
Alexander.

Awareness - There was a
Memorial Ride on July 26th
for Gunner Dortch. He
was the ereat nephew of
Paul and Deb Melcher, who
are members of ABATE.
The family is donating

all proceeds to the Abate

of Michigan Awareness
Program.

Bob Betson has been
gromoting Awareness at

teel Horse Ranch in Caro,
every time they have and
event.

Upcoming Events

August 13th Cheeseburger
Parade, Caseville - Region

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

will have float in parade.
All \_zo'lunteers welcome to
participate.

August 23rd - Porcupine
Bas%L Caro VFW -Saluting
or Military

September 5th 7 6th Bike
Raffle Drawing Weekend,
Clare Coun %airgrounds
September 12th & 13th
Born To Be Wild, Elkton.

Motion to adjourn meeting
Bob /support Ray.

REGION 8 - Ottawa,
Kent, Allegan, Barry
RC - Tara Hendee

Meetings second Sunday of
the month.
Location coming soon.

REGION 9 - Ingham,
Eaton, Clinton & Ionia
Counties

RC - Nick Henry

Hello Region 9. Well, here
we are just 3 short weeks

to Bike Raffle weekend,

by the time you read this
someone will be the happy
winner of a Harley or Indian
motorcycle. I hope all of you
got your chance to be that
winner.

I ran out of tickets at the
Wild Injun's party along
with Look Twice signs, I
hope to have both in stock
for the Brothers of the Ring
Back to the River party.
Unfortunately, since the
Capital Harley-Davidson
open house is not till
September 13, I will not
have raftle tickets there.
Battles on the legislative
fronts are ongoing , on

the state side we have lane
filtering , the insurance

fix, and helmet laws keep
popping up like weeds

that refuse to die. On the
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federal side there 1s the right to repair,
Biker profiling, dangerous E-15 fuels,

and autonomous vehicle regulation are all
ongoing battles. With congress on break you
may well see some district meetings around
the state.

Hope I saw you at the Bike Raftle weekend,
if not for the weekend at least on a day pass.
Ride safe, Ride free

Nick

Region 9 R.C.

REGION 10 - Gratiot, Saginaw
RC - Vern Shock

Meeting called to order
Pledge recited

Due to no meeting last month there wasn’t
any minutes to give.

Brandi gave the treasurer report

Jett gave the MRF report which included
Cali%ornia seeking temporary suspension
of Teslas manufacturing and sales license
due to accusing the company of misleading
consumers by marketinﬁ its driver assist
systems as capable of full autonomy, when
in reality it requires constant human
oversight.

Pennsylvania is introducing a helmet

bill. We need to stay alert to that here in
Michigan always. Once they start passin
that in other states, you can bet they Wiligtry
that here.

All bike tickets were turned in. Dawn Keck
turned in the most for the region with 180
tickets!

Pre sale camping tickets were sold for bike
raffle weekend as we will also hold our

end of summer ride and party the same

day and end at the Harrison fairgrounds.
Registration will begin at 10 am with
kjc%stands up at 11 at Ghost Town Saloon.
One Shot Whiskey will be playing Saturday
night and if you were at the end of summer
last year, you know they are a great band.
At the fairgrounds the beer is $2, water and
pop availa%le for $1.00. If you choose not
to camp there are cabins and motels close
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by to stay in case you change your mind.
Food will be provided for those on the ride.
There will be a food truck on site as well.
Vendors, live auction and silent auction as
well. Bike drawing will take place at 8 pm.
Golf carts are available to rent but neeg
to let Merry Garrett know before hand

to reserve a 2 or 4-seater. Need to have
homeowner insurance policy number as
well to rent golf cart. In case of inclement
weather, the barn is big enough to get
everyone inside. If you choose to camp
there is full hookups.

Gary and Deb Kopta, Bob and Kim
Maclennan, Amy and I attended a memorial
run celebration for Gunner Dortch. The
arents Matt and Deb, asked ABATE to
e there to help promote awareness. The
donations they received are being donated
to awareness and used as they would like
to see them used. They are also joining
ABATE. There will be a story on Gunner
on another page.

Due to the September meeting falling on
the Sunday af'tper the party and bike drawing,
the membership voted to move the meeting
to September 14 at Evergreen Tavern @ 3.

Randy Getchell announced a cancer benefit
for Dave Andrews being held September
27th. See flyer on the page.

Sean Bushy announced Moose Rider poker
run August 16th, starting at St. Louis Moose
lodge with registration 9 to 10 am with
kiclgstands up at 10.

Meetings and events rest of the year:
September 14 Evergreen Tavern

October 5 Ghost Town, (Discussion on
Christmas PartY)

October 11 Color Tour (depending on the
colors),

November 2 Evergreen Tavern,
(Nominations for officer positions and
member of the year)

December 6 Christmas Party at Ghost Town
and no meeting for December.
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& CMichigan (Rider B
KNawsletter

The Deadline for newsletter
submissions is
the 12th of each month.
* Please add your Region
number to the subject line in

h all emails. )
WEILCONME
NEW &
RETURNING
MEVIBERS
NANCY VILLALOBOS
CORI BARTOS
ALEXIS TRIPP

DONALD LAWELR JR
BETH SHOEMAKER
CHRIS GRAY

LYNN DORTCH
TERRY DORTCH
KELLY JACKSON
DAVE ANDREWS
MELISSA SMITH
JAMES LAMEE
ANDREW LEAIM

When does your membership
expire??

Stay up to date and receive your issue of the

Michigan Rider Newsletter!!

Renew at: www.abateofmichigan.org
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LOOK TWICE - SAVE A LIFE

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

Riding Season is

underway....
um;ncémis Get your Yard
i HERE Signs!!!
eave — The cost of all

Look Twice - Save A Life
Yard signs is $10

Michigan
Confederation of Clubs
g The MCOC represents motorcycle club

. members and individual motorcyclists
alike to fight for everyone’s freedoms and rights as
bikers. We work with and support ABATE and MRF to
ensure what we all enjoy the freedom of motorcycling
without discrimination.
To join and support the MCOC contact Trash at:

trash@icvmemi.com Membership

WWW.MCOC.Us wClubs .............. $100/year

UNITED WE w Individuals ....$ 20/year
RIDE Individuals Membership includes a patch and member card

ABATE of Michigan State Secretary
Eric Eads
ABATE of Michigan Inc.

P.O. Box 99
Constantine, Mi. 49042-0099
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Meeting adjourned
Vern Shock

REGION 11 - Lapeer, St.
Clair, Macomb

RC- Arnold Schneider

No report this month.

REGION 12 - VanBuren,
Kalamazoo, Berrien, Cass,
oseph
C - Eric Eads

Sunday August 3rd,

Linda started with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Eric opened the meeting

with tEe Treasury Report.

{i)y stated at the Niles Burn
un they sold a few yard

signs, t-shirts and a few Bike
Raftle Tickets.

Bear with the MRF Report
- MREF is pleased that
NHTSA is adding four of
our recommendations to the
latest survey on motorcycle
crash avoidance: engine

size, years riding, annual
mileage and safety training
history are fundamental to
understanding rider risk

and behavior said MRF
President Kirk Willard.

The four factors above

will now be included in

the NHTSA survey that
originally only asked

about type and number

of motorcycles owned, as
well as the location, age,

and crash history of those
responding to the survey.
Collecting this data is a win
for motorcyclists. This study
moves beyond safer crash
outcomes toward true crash
avoidance. MRF has long
said that a crash that never
happens is better than a safer
crash.
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California DMV is seekin
a temporary suspension o
Tesla's manufacturing and
sales license for misleading
consumers by marketing
its driver assist systems as
capable of full autonomy.
But they require constant
human oversight. For
motorcyclists sharing the
roads, this translates into
serious danger. Last year

a Tesla hit and killed a
motorcyclist near Seattle
while operating in full self
driving mode.

Related - A Jury in Florida
awarded $329 million to
the family of a deceased
woman and her injured
boyfriend. This is the first
time that Tesla has been
with a judgement in, one of
many, many fatalities that
have happened as a result
of its auto-pilot tech. Tesla
plans to appeal. Imagine
that. The incident involved
a driver who drove through
an intersection at 62 mph
and hit the couple. Driver
had dropped his phone and
allegedly received no alerts
as he ran a stop sign and stop

light.

Congress is now on their
"well deserved" august
vacation. This is the time

to get in touch with then

at their office or town

hall meetings. Go to their
website for info. Let them
know who you are and your
concerns regarding rider

rights and safety.

Bear's Quote of the month:
"If Chuck Norris was
president, he'd protect the
secret service. " Unknown.

There is a bill in the Senate
for Lane Filtering, currently
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in the Committee. This is
Michigan's first bill for lane
filtering that is sponsored by
Senators Lindsey, Daley &
Lauwers.

If you have any Bike Raftle
tickets you need to turn

in, Gary will take them in
our Region and forward to
Sherri. He can be reached
at 269-998-6217 or message
Joylynn on Facebook, if that
1s easier.

Due to the l?iike Raftle
Drawing and campin
Weekené, we will %IC%T
have a monthly meeting
n Segtember. See you 1n
Paw Paw for October 5th

October monthly meeting at
1 pm

August 8th through August
10th is Abate of Indiana
Region 1's Summerfest.
Flyer is on Facebook page
for Abate of IN or ask

Dan or Melissa for details.
Party is in Three Rivers at
Boothill Ranch, $20 for the
weekend if Abate member
or $30 for non Abate.

Bike Raftle Drawing is
September 5th and 6th at
Clare County Fairgrounds,
Harrison, MI. Pre sale
tickets are available with Eric
$30 singles or $50 couples or
day of will be $35/$60. Day
passes are available also for
$15 per person. See flyer in
Rider for more details.

We will raffle oft our Region
12 Raffle item, the Air Rifle,
to a winner at the Bike
Raftle Drawing on Saturday
September 6th. Tickets are
still available with Eric.

Pistol Poker and Shotgun
Bowling have been finalized.
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We will have the event on Saturday;,
September 20th, at 2 pm in Kalamazoo.
Bring your own safetg equipment, guns and
ammo and get ready for some (safe) fun!
See flyer in%lider. $5 cash per person day of
event per frame or hand.

The Region 12 Annual Fall Color Run
will be October 19th. Details are still being
worked out. Any questions, ask Melissa.
Donations will be accepted for ride door
prizes and flyers will be printed at the
October 5th monthly meeting.

It you have any ideas for the Christmas
Party date, time and location, please reach
out to Eric, Bear or Joylynn. We are still
working on the final details, so make your
voice heard.

We drew for 50/50 raftle and Joy won the
pot. We drew for the meeting incentive
drawing and John M. would have won if
he were present. We drew for a Bike Raffle
Ticket and a patron in the bar won the
ticket. The incentive meeting jackpot is
growing. You might want to come to the
meeting in October to help clean out that
thick stack of bills. You have to be IN IT to
WIN IT ;)

Thank you,
Joylynn Wojcichowski

REGION 13 - Calhoun, Jackson,
Branch, Hillsdale

RC - Dan "Dano" Kenzie

No report this month.

REGION 14 - Livingston, Washtenaw
RC - Shiny Bob

Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence.

Dawn, Secretary- we appreciate all of the
Regions that come to our meetings.
Region 15 asked if they could come and
have their meeting at the Saline American
Legion before Region 14's meetings and we
voted, yes.

Cheryl, Legislation - no report

Ann, MRF- Tim Walberg is a huge
supporter of our motorcycle rights and
needs are support.

Eric Eads wants to retire as Secretary of
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ABATE , 1 1/2 years from now.

Seminar, January 23rd to 25th.

Pizza and Pop February 11th or 18th.
Freedom Rally June 3rd or 17th.

Sally, Treasurer- doing good

Shiny Bob, RC- I have presale tickets for
the bike ratfle drawing.

Keep selling those bike tickets.

Hopefully, we can get a booth for the Ton
Up bike festival on August 10th.

We had two other regions at our meetin
and it was brought up that as members.We
were wondering why we didn't have access
to the minutes %rom the board meetings.
We are hoping that someone can get back
to the R.C's , and let us know by our next
meeting,.

We were also wondering why we don't vote
on the board members on the Saturday at
our Seminar . That way we wouldn't have
to wait around on Sunday to see who was
voted in as board members.

REGION 15 - Wayne
Interim RC - Shiny Bob

Region 15 will be moved to Saline

American Legion 4th Sunday of the month
ost 322. 4 pm_Shiny Bob will be temp RC
or the rest of the year, all are welcome it

will be after Reg 14 meeting.

Ride Safe.

Johnny.

REGION 16 - Crawford, Roscommon,
Oscoda, Ogema, Alcona, Iosco

RC- Jesse Gordy

No report this month.

REGION 17 - Marquette, Dickinson,
Menominee, Delta, Alger
RC - TBD

Wanted!!...If you ride a motorcycle or
anyone you know rides and enjoy the
freedom of choice. We are Reuniting the
region and spreading the joy of ABATE to
the UP. We want to hear from you and help
bring the region back strong.

Please feel free to reach out to Woody —
State Operations Officer, he will help with
the process.

Call Woody: 231 884-2192

Email: Dberg01@hotmail.com.
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N Region Philiog

Our very own Eric Eads,
the best Secretary ever!!!!

Our new products folks
working hard as always.
Go grab something and
meet them. They are
pretty cool!
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Reg. 18 - Tent clean up and Ace’s and Eights

More photos on Page 30
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REGION 18 - Lenawee, Monroe
RC- Leroy Cuykendall 111

We started the meeting at 2:05 with the
Pledge and a moment of silence. LeRoy
gave His RC report. He thanked everyone
who helped at t}l)le Lenewee County Fair,
especially Viking, who stayed the whole
week!

Dale Biniecki a candidate for Monroe
County Commissioner spoke with the
members for about 15 minutes. It was a
really good QQ and A.

Chief road Captain Mike gave us an update
on the A's & 8's run coming up.

Viking gave a in depth report on the
Lenewee Fair.

The midsummer Road cleanup was
completed by Smash, Abby, and Brian W.
There were 15 people in attendance. The
meeting was closed at 3:15.

After the meeting 10 members went to
SMASH and Abby's house for a Tent
Cleaning and Pizza Party!

It took about 3 hours and a case of beer,
several pizzas to get it done. We all had a
blast. Tphe following Thursday SMASH
and LeRoy took down the tent and packed it
away till next year.

August 9th was the A's & 8's Ride. It was
hot, but fun. The ride was a little over a
hundred miles and covered a lot of Region
18! Thanks again to Mike and Sass for
putting together another fun event.

Our next meeting is September 14.

REGION 19 - Oakland
RC- Bill Stewart

Report from Region 19
For September 2025 Michigan Rider

Because Region 19 did not meet during
August (our RC and several of our regular
attendees were not available) the report
from Region 19 will be short. And actually
this report is intended simply to invite all
Region 19 members to attend our next
meeting at which we hope to discuss
]fgrogress on some of the challenging issues

aced by ABATE of Michigan as summer of
2025 passes.

The current situation in Lansing can be
summed up pretty easily:
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1. Only 6 pieces of legislation (one of
them to proclaim Michigan’s State Duck!)
have been passed so far during the current
session.
2. Many important pieces of legislation
languish in the turmoil. An important
example; our elected officials have failed to
pass a state budget leaving school districts
and government planners at loose ends.
3. And if governmental malfeasance gets
our attention, as was reported in the 27
},uly edition of the Detroit Free Press, state
workers have been assigned office space
in a building owned by a wealthy political
donor—at a cost approaching $908K—when
there was and is plenty of space available in
a nearby building already occupied by many
state workers.
4. There has been complete failure to
make J)rogress solving any of the problems
caused by 2019’s SB T in the six years since
its passing, even though legislators are fully
aware of the PIP crisis faced by bikers and...
5. ...the gutting of Michigan’s attendant
care industry caused by the 45% slash in the
reimbursement rates specified in SB 1.
0. Lansing’s political quagmire has
handcuffed ABATE’s veteran activists, the
dedicated bikers who have worked for years
(decades) walking the halls of Michigan
overnment. ABATE’s leaders are now as
rustrated as they have ever been.
7. These folks need the support of all
Michigan bikers, ABATE members and
non-members alike. Please make specific
eftort to thank ABATE Prez Gary Kopta,
State LO Bear Schuitema, former State LO
Jim Rhoades, Little Iceman, Tommy Smith
and all the other LO's and activists from
around the state as they continue to go to
bat for Michigan’s motorcyclists.

Please join us on September the 2nd at the
Shark Club,

6665 Highland Rd, Waterford. Dinner is
will be at 6:00 with the meeting beginning

at 7:00. There will be lots to talk about!
Submitted bz
Hess Bates, Legislative Officer
hessbates@att.net
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_Get Involved
Write a letter to your
Representative!!

Letter Writing and E-Mail

A personal letter or message
via e-mail or the Internet

may be the most effective

way of contacting your
legislator, whether in Lansing
or Washington. Consult the
Congressional (p. 4), House
(p. 31), and Senate (p. 53)
directories in this guide to find
the addresses of Michigan
legislators. Many offices prefer
e-mail.

A Citizen's Guide to State
Government.
https://www.legislature. ...
mi.gov/Home/
Publications

If you’re new at this type of
letter writing, here are some
suggestions on how your

letters can be most effective:
How to write a letter to your
representative: Click HERE

The intent of this CITIZEN’S
GUIDE is to provide some of
the specific information needed
to get in touch with the RIGHT
PEOPLE AT THE RIGHT
TIME to make your concerns
heard. It is hoped that it will be
a reference tool that will assist
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you in your efforts to be heard
by public officials.

It is of primary importance
that the general public
increase its participation in
the decision-making process.
In order to actuate this input,
the citizen must acquire an
understanding of the legislative
structure and process and

then organize concerted
efforts to effectively demand
representation. Individuals
can have an impact on specific
legislative proposals, provided
it is made at the appropriate
time. Organized community
and citizens’ groups can
multiply the impact of that
individual effort. Organizing
citizens’ groups to deal with
specific community problems
is extremely important. Such
groups provide a focal point
from which citizens can
participate in the decision-
making process and influence
legislation.

BECOME APRECINCT
DELEGATE - Form available
on line on the Legislative &
Region LO's - page

* DO NOT SIGN UNTIL
THEY ARE NOTARIZED!!!

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

LEGISLATIVE DAYS

Meeting every 3rd Tuesday @
9AM at the House office building.
Parking at the Capitol White House

Lansing

ABATE Supporter
Patch
Now available!!!

These patches are available to
anyone who supports ABATE
for $15.00 - Members and
Non-Members.

Call Woody or Eric to get
yours. You will also get a
year patch for each year you
show your support. Get yours
today!

Eric Eads

Phone: 269 435-2058
abatemichsecretary@frontier.
com

or

Operations Officer

Dave “Woody” Berg

Phone: 231 884-2192
Dberg01@hotmail.com
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REGION 20 - Genesee,
Shiawassee

RC - Steve (General)
Graves

Meeting called to order at
2:10pm with 8 members in
attendance.

Pledge and prayer was

led by our very own Prez.
Gary Kopta. Thank you for
attending.

Treasurer report was looked at
and accepted.

Old Business: All has been
concluded.

New Business. Suggested to
Prez. that a time change for the
Bike Raffle drawing be looked
at for next year, so day riders
could make it back home at

a somewhat decent hour. He
said he would bring it up to
the board in October.

REGION 21 - Osceola
Clare, Mescosta, Isabella,
Montcalm

Interim RC - Vern Shock
Meeting called to order
Pledge recited

Due to no meeting last
month there wasn’t any
minutes to give.

Brandi gave the treasurer
report

Jetf gave the MRF report
which included California
secking tempora
suspension of Teslas
manufacturing and sales
license due to accusing the
company of misleading
consumers by marketing
its driver assist systems as
caﬁabl_e of full autonomy,
when in reality it requires
constant human oversight.

Page 24

Pennsylvania is introducing
a helmet bill. We need to
stay alert to that here in
Michigan always. Once they
start passing that in other
states, you can bet they will
try that here.

All bike tickets were turned
in. Dawn Keck turned in the
most for the region with 180
tickets!
Pre sale camping tickets
were sold for bike raftle
weekend as we will also hold
our end of summer ride and
party the same day and end
at the Harrison fairgrounds.
Registration will begin
at 10 am with kickstands
up at 11 at Ghost Town
Saloon. One Shot Whiskey
will be playing Saturday
night and if you were at the
end of summer last year,

ou know they are a great
gand. At the fairgrounds
the beer is $2, water and
pop available for $1.00. If
you choose not to camp
there are cabins and motels
close by to stay in case you
change your mind. Food
will be provided for those
on the ride. There will be
a food truck on site as well.
Vendors, live auction and
silent auction as well. Bike
drawing will take place at 8
pm. Golf carts are available
to rent but need to let Merry
Garrett know before hand
to reserve a 2 or 4-seater.
Need to have homeowner
insurance policy number
as well to rent golf cart. In
case of inclement weather,
the barn is big enough to
get everyone inside. If you
choose to camp there is full
hookups.

Gary and Deb Kopta, Bob
and Kim Maclennan, Am
and I attended a memoria
run celebration for Gunner
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Dortch. The parents Matt
and Deb, asked ABATE to
be there to help promote
awareness. The donations
they received are being
donated to awareness and
used as they would like to
see them used. They are also
joining ABATE. There will

e a story on Gunner on
another page.

Due to the September
meeting falling on the
Sunday after the party

and bike drawing, the
membership voted to move
the meeting to September
14 at Evergreen Tavern @ 3.

Randy Getchell announced
a cancer benefit for Dave
Andrews being held
September 271%1. See flyer
on the page.

Sean Bushy announced
Moose Rider poker run
August 16th, starting at St.
Louis Moose lodge with
registration 9 to 10 am with
kickstands up at 10.

Meetings and events rest of
the year:

September 14 Evergreen
Tavern

October 5 Ghost Town,
(Discussion on Christmas

Party)

October 11 Color Tour
(depending on the colors),

November 2 Evergreen
Tavern, (Nominations

for ofticer positions and
member otP the year)
December 6 Christmas
Party at Ghost Town and no
meeting for December.
Meeting adjourned

Vern Shock
September 2025



Tnegion Pike Nights
Bike Night

Of Michigan Region 3

SUNDAY IS BIKE DAY!
SPECIALS ALL DAY
AND NIGHT
Starts May 5th

Chicky’s Paradise
133 N. Main
Almont, MI 48003
(810)798-9546

Hours:
Sun 12 noon to Close

*Home of Booba-Palooza”™

North of Main St.
West side of M53 (Van Dyke)

Friend Chicky Bryant On
FB for bar Info

BOAM LIS FOR

BIKE NIGHT

AT THE
RAPID CITY TAVERN #‘
S205 Valley Rd NW. Rapid City

i g lnde =P D1

LGEREAT FOOD B MITHIGAN

BIKE NIGHTS ARE
BACK!!
ABATE REGION 3

WHEH:- HORDAT MIGHTS
PURE 2 - AUGUST 25 1005

VIE: 50p  B:00pen

BT A F Nl NAGAT "R ATCETERET

Tiagd SPTOALY SN s bt Do
AND HEeh ) FAL [ Bed RAKT i §
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MOTORCYCLE
AWARENESS

YT.ook T'wice
Save a Life 2 <4

BECOME AN AWARENESS SUPPORTER

Do you want to show your support for our Awareness Program? If you do, please fill out this form and send
your check (made out to ABATE of Michigan) to: ABATE of Michigan, P.O. Box 99 Constantine, Mi 49042.
Your contribution will assure that we can continue teaching new car drivers to look out for motorcycles. The
cost is $100 per person or business. You will receive a patch and your name will be listed in the newsletter.
There will be a year rocker that will be given to you for every year that you contribute.

Name/Business

Membership ID Phone No.:
Address

City, State Zip
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ABATE MEMBERSHIP

JUAR BO0 HUEppOTT
ABATE of Michigan, Inc.

Fighting for the Rights af
ALL MOTORCYCLISTS since 1576
Join onling al www abateofmichigan org

“* Do you prafer the kMichigan Fider onling | ), oF necene i in (e mad [ )7

Waks chacks paysbls (o ABATE of Michigan, Inc. Dues are nol tax deductible. Thers ts a $25 charge for retumed
checks. Allow (4] weeks for processing.

Voling rights take eflocl 3 days afler application has boen received al the address shown on the cover page.

Az a mambar you have $3500 in Life insurance availabla,

[ New Mamber [ Renewal - Your Membarship §
Single [ 525 Online 0 $30 Mail®  Couple 01 $45 Online [ $50 Mal® L - o

i O Fa0fperann [ SMvcouple L
e **Processing fees are

e added when you

Living ot the same addrass [ Renew/Join using on line
services _
Lifa; 15¢"s aneual mesmbarshipiperson O ,'
£ g _:|_-"_;
Lifa 15x's anmual membarshipicoupls living ai the same address O | r....__hc__
Y i
O AWARENESS DOMATION 5 ,. , %
Complete this form then send it along with your payment to: -g-

Scan QR Code
to visit the

ABATE of Michigan Inc.,
F.0. Box 99
Constanting, Mi, 49042
Please make checks payabla to ABATE of Michigan nc.

membership/join

on line page
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Are you interested in joining the fight for Motorcycle Rights?

Where is your Region?

County Boundaries By Region

Region 1) Keweenaw, Baraga, Iron, Ontonagon, Gogebic, Houghton

Region 2) Schoolcraft, Luce, Chippewa, Mackinac

Region 3) Antrim, Kalkaska, Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Manistee, Missaukee, \Wexford
Region 4) Emmet, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Presque llse, Otsego, Montmorency, Alpena

Region 5) Mason, Lake, Oceana, Muskegon, ﬁ“’
Newaygo

Region 6) Gladwin, Arenac, Midland, Bay
Region 7) Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac
Region 8) Ottawa, Kent, Allegan, Barry

Region 9) lonia, Clinton, Eaton Inghan

Region 10) Gratiot, Saginaw

Region 11) Lapeer, St. Clair, Macomb

Region 12) VVanBuren, Kalamazoo, Berrien, Cass,
Joseph

Region 13) Calhoun, Jackson, Branch, Hillsdale

Region 14) Livingston, Washtenaw

Region 15) Wayne

Region 16) Crawford, Roscommon, Oscoda, Ogema, Alcona, losco

Region 17) Marquette, Dickinson, Menominee, Delta, Alger Scan the code
for meeting
and contact
info.

Region 18) Lenawee, Monroe
Region 19) Oakland

Region 20) Genesee, Shiawassee

Region 21) Osceola, Clare, Mecosta, Isabella, Montcalm
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El State Event - Annual Bike Raffle Fundraiser

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

RAFFLE 199

2025 Indian Chieftain 2025 Harley Davidson Street Glide

First Prize: 2025 Indian Chieftain or

Harley Davidson
Provided by Town & Country Sports Center
Sponsored by Marine Corps League Detachment #157

2nd: $300 CASH ¢ 3rd: $200 CASH e 4th: $100 CASH

Drawing: Saturday, September 6, 2025 at 8:00 P.M.
Place: Clare County Fair, 418 Fairlane St., Harrison, M1 48625

MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS

'GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS HERE!

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN
LLICENSE #R78516

Contat Sherri:

ABATE of Michigan Bike Raftle Or Call:

PO. Box 1354 Sherri Lecurgo - 734 693-0080
Monroe Mi. 48161
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N Qegion Philiog

Reg. 18 - Tent clean up and Ace's and Eights - Continued

Reg. 7 - Scoot & Shoot Trophy
winner!!
Dennis S. Winner of the nerf shoot
and the over-all Winner
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Aﬂ.a-jﬂhTéi assified
ey - A’dg Have something to sell?

[ ing??
FOR SALE: 2017 Looking for something?

FXDL Low Rider Classified Ads are free to current
Very well- ABATE of Michigan members as part

maintained 2017 of your Membership fee!
Harley-Davidson

FXDL Low Rider. Two-tone Adv_ertis_ing in the Michigan Rider and
paint: Bonneville Blue/Fathom Blue. on line is the most direct way to reach

High-Output Twin Cam 103 engine, brand R/éichigan lr)notorcgcli_sts. d each h
new battery. Saddlebags, fork bag. Comes S MUSE be resubmuitted cach montn.

with battery tender and winter storage bag,. Please include your ABATE membership

ber.
4370 miles. PRICE REDUCED TO $8,500! % "EOR SALE" biker related items &

Vince Piacenti 248 676-9150 services only.

* No ads over the phone will be accepted.
* Photos not necessary but can be helpful.

Email ads with pics & descripton to:
Michigan Rider Copy Editor
Silla: abatewebeditor(@gmail.com

Classified ads can also be found on our website: https://abateofmichigan.org/classified-ads

- Where to find us!! L

ZT X\ Explore our ABATE of Michigan website at: www.abateofmichigan.org for
WWW information including: Region Event Flyers, Bike nights, RC/Region meeting info,
™" Board and Officer contact info, Officer articles, Forms, Classified, ABATE Supporter
ads, our monthly Michigan Rider Newsletters, Chain of Events calendar, Document
downloads, Maps, Bylaws, Products, MRF, State Events, Legislative updates, Membership
forms and online renewal....Everything you need!

We also have a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ABATEOFMICHIGAN

l [
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American Income Life Insurance - $3.200 ADKD
Insurance??
For being a current member of AGATE of Michigan

Additional Member
Benefit at No Cost!

Through a partnership with American Income Life Insurance
Company, an AD&D benefit and other no-cost offers are being
provided to all members of ABATE of Michigan.

Included:

P
Il't; Group Accidental Death & Dismemberment Benefit

AlLPlus Health Services Discount Program’
) Child Safe Kit"

Needs-Based Analysis

Learn more at MyBenefits.AlLife.com
Enter access code: SGNMO

*AlLPius Health Sendces Discount Program b5 not svailable in NY, Lk Testing not svailable in MO, N or B

This i a solicitation for indurance.
An AlL represeratre will contact mensbers who retusn the reply casd by mall or respend onling Lo amange a comsenigrt
timé o defrver their cortificate of coverage and ather no tast affers and review other supplemenital insurance benefits that

miay be available.

Lisa Bennett

%5 erican Income AlL Public Relations

e insurance company :
1-616-635-7554 | Imbennett@AlLife.com
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H State Event -1st Annual Bike Raffle Drawing Weekend

AEHTE GF MIPHIGAN

FIRST ANNLIAL BIKE RAFFLE
DRAWING WEEKEND

SEpLSss W rinlC
Sth-6th ; . - V2L

EATEEU[IDI;EH AT “" W DRAWING SEFT 6
 SEFT STH AT'8 PN

CLARE COLNTY FAIRGROLINDS
EARLY BIRDS 418 FAI“LANE ST 100K THICE - SAVE A LI

us e ~ HARRISON, M1l

s nnnrmaﬁnu HOOK LPS] * DJ/BAND

SINGLES $60.00  »/BIKE BAMES * PRIZES * 50/50 *
CUPLESIA - VENDORS * FIOD VENDORS * RIDE IN
cawg) srs.o0 BIKE SHOW * LIVE ALETION * SILENT
PER PERSIN AUCTION * $9.00 BEERS

NEED MORE INFO. CONTACT: MERRY GARRETT (734) 652-9730
VENDOR INFO. DAVID BERG (231) 884-21g2
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Jason -THE Motorcycle Lawyer

wins recoro $27.5 MILLION

JURY VERDICT FOR
MICHIGAN MOTORCYCLIST

Injured in a
motorcycle wreck?

GII877-BIKER-LAW
for FREE strategy session

vV X ABATE LIFE MEMBER
‘ ’“&f\’\ Jason Waechter
871-BIKER-LAW
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Michigan Rider Advertising is the most direct
and affordable way to reach motorcyclists

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE =k
FREE TO CURRENT g gt B
MEMBERS

Your listing will be posted in the Michigan
Rider & online!
https://abateofmichigan.org/classified-ads

Michigan Rider
ADVERTISING

e amera-Ready™ and receved b the 12th of the preveous month to be printed in the next ssue. (Black
& White Ads Onlby. Mo colored backgrounds.) Mo ads over the phone wall be accepred. Discount for ads
TUITNRRARN S S0 €T ';'l-'l-'l.'l"i.' CONSECUNYE 15506,

Maoney Mzt Accomipany Ad, Camend-ready = ieeds no alterations, ad is compleie.

{Your cancelled check will serve as your receipt). Please send in PDF, or [PG formats.

Business Card Size /4 Page AdFlier 12 Page Ad/Flicr Full Pape Ad/Flicr
(Approx. 3.5 x 27) (Approx 288" x 4.37) (Approx 5,757 x 4.257) (Approx 5.75 x B.57)
Member

10V mrh for card on line 43 por 15sue 33 per 1ssue 5155 per wsuie

£20 per issue *2225 for 6 ssues * 2425 for O ssues 2770 per boissucs

=2 100 for G 1ssucs #2150 for 12 pesiies X250 for 12 ssues #X1 550 for 12 issnes
#5150 fior 12 ssues

MOMN Member Mame:
"‘1|-|| |,1|.,'l' 125118 ."ﬁ.vlll,!rl_ L
52N bor G 1ssucs Coiys State & Lip:
#5225 for 12 ixsues Phonc: Member #
¥ Price Change Region: Poymient Enclosed
Mumiber of Tssoes Ad s oo ran: Moath (%)

Pheawe Circle moguie stcdd ad abowe Dlewsilouid Jrier il rI'u'...r\!\nI-ﬂ.j'-rllhl_;un'..lr‘ .'|Ir'\d|r':|;\lnll|'ﬂ:r.|'n'n|
Birdl gercle [papably do ARATE of Mickigaw, Inc, | with pour ad de S0tk Bafls Edvies, 20000 sl Shite Rowic 59 Lai 75 Cotlpmarond Az, BRIZE

Email: abatewebeditor@gmail . com. He must eeoctine papament bofone the ad i posiod fo i Michipen Rider,

Advertising must be

- a FFL T — Mo
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| CONGRATULATIONS, BONOI VESPRINI
ABATE MEMBER OF THE YEAR

INJUREC IN 4 MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT?

BUCKFIRE
— LAW —

We'll make it right.

ABATE OF MICHIGAN September 2025



H ABATE of Michigan Products - 2025

ABATE of Michigan Products Agent
Kim MacLennan
Phone: 989 750-8172

ABATE of Michigan Products 2025

You can now purchase your items on line in 3 easy steps:

1. Scan the QR code or go online to:https://abate2025.itemorder.come/
2. Choose your items and add them to your cart

3. Secuely checkout with your credit card

O T Bl Céldiant - Huodrelp Berd Clan - Hpawy Bl Hn'll.nlw m—:-tunm"l." nn-inu-nm.:t.-p
Crwwmsch fvmamnin  Handed Geearuher s TSy - Rl
fl ol 1ERD _HT-i
(PET T
'!L E
1
2000 =

- . | (R T
Dinirici Worens Flan  Diwirct WL T Buscls Veule Hesiband - m
Bepna P T Tark BTN

Z) ORDERMYGEAR

ekl | S el i

Carl will be doing the embroidery
for our ABATE Products
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E CHAIN OF EVENTS

*State Events are highlighted in GOLD*
*MRF is highlighted in BLUE*

*Bike Nights are highlighted in GREY*

B2 Scan for
OF-tak )

printable flyers

Date Region Contact
Region Bike Nights
Bike Nights Vl(/edtpesda s May - Sept at
Paw Paw Eagles from 5-9 pm at 63237 | Joy 269 998-6215 or
ey - Siepgte |l 12 M-40 Lawton, MI 49065 Gary 269 998-6217
Monday Nights 6 - 8pm
June 2- . - [Momma Dragon
Aug 25 Reg 3 Fallen Timers 13901 US-31 Beulah, Mi |534°305" {577
Laughing Horse Saloon
June 4 - Reo 3 15888 Lindy Road Thompsonville, MI
Aug 27 g 496§3Every Wednesday
Rapid City Tavern
June 4 - Reo 3 9395 Valley Rd NW
Aug 27 g Rapid City, MI 49676 Every Wednesday
Reg 11 Sunday - Bike Day - Chicky’s Paradise
Region Events
Aug 23 Reg 7 Porcupine Bash Caro VFW Tim 989 670-9976
Sept 5 - 6 Annual Bike Raffle Merry Garrett
et - Drawing Weekend 734 652-9739
End of Summer Ride - will end up at the
Sept 6 Reg 10 Clare County fairgrounds where for the
bike drawing
Sept 7 Reg 11 Boobapalooza Arnold 810 334-8600
BORN TO BE WILD at Ackerman Park
Sept 12 - 14 [Reg 7 1}1?2?1 MII _ _ b |
Sept 14 [Reg 11 f;un nual Ride to Shine Observation | 14 610 334-8600
Sept 16 Reg 10 Annual End of Summer Party Vern: 810 922-1168
Eric, Bear or Joylynn
- - 269 435-2058/26
Sept 20 Reg 12 Shotgun Bowling & Pistol Poker 353-0405 /269/ 500-
1767
Sept 21 Reg 7 Summer Tour Book Party Tim 989 670-9976
Sept 21 Reg 11 Summer Tour End of the Year Party Arnold 810 334-8600
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Sept24  [Reg7 Ajr?{pt'A'HW‘/ Trash PU Evergreen Tim 989-670-9976
Sept 25-28 | MRF Meeting of the Minds
Oct3-5 [Reg7 Carved In Stone Wknd Evergreen Park Tim 989-670-9976
Oct 11 Reg 5 Toy Run
Oct 11 Reg 10 Color Tour
Oct 19 Reg 12 Fall Color Run - TBD Melissa 269 532-9570
Nov 2 Reg 7 Meeting, Chili cook-off Lucky Thumb Tim 989-670-9976
Nov 8 Reg 11 Euchre Tournament Arnold 810 334-8600
Dec 6 Reg 3 Christmas Party
Dec 6 Reg 7 Christmas Party & Meeting Lucky Thumb Tim 989 670-9976
Dec 7 Reg 5 Christmas party
Eric, Bear or Joylynn
Reo 12 Christmas party - no date or location - [269 435 2058
& TBD 269 353-0405
69 599-1767

Gunner Dortch was a 20 year old who was hit and lost his life July 15th
while on his way home. Gunner was wearing all his safety gear and had
pulled out behind a truck making his way home. An older lady turned as
the truck passed her and turned right into Gunner and ultimately ending
his short life. The driver of the truck said he wasn’t going any more than
40 miles per hour. It is unknown at this time if the driver was on her
phone or anything else at this time.

A celebration of life was held and all donations received that day is being
donated and used as awareness as the family wishes. Gunner’s parents,

Matt and Deb Dortch, want to help raise awareness so that another parent never has to go through
this. They are also joining ABATE to help in our fight.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.

Michigan Votes
Vern Shock http://www.michiganvotes.org/Find.aspx
TABS for TOTS ~ Tabs are . .
used toward the purchase Find Your State & House Legislators
of medical equipment for
Children’s Hospital Wards. Senate: https://www.senate.michigan.gov/
Also purchase a “Pull Tabs for i
Tot’s” patch for §5. It’s a great looking red, .
white and black round patch with above House: https://www.house.mi.gov/ %
picture on it. Money from sales are added =
to the tab fund.
Send tabs and money for patch to: The Citizens Guide to the Michigan Legzslature
Stan “The Tabman” Demski https://www.legislature.mi.gov/ ik [
27705 Larchmont. St. Clair Shores, MI. Publications/CitizensGuide.pdf
48081

September 2025

ABATE OF MICHIGAN




. ABATE of Michigan NONPROFIT
5 50 bon 5 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED oo
Constantine, Mi. 49042 PAID
269 435 2058 ROYAL OAK, MI
www.abateofmichigan.org 48068
POSTMASTER: THIS IS DATED MATERIAL PERMIT # 792

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Disclaimer: The thoughts &
opinions expressed in this publiction are
hose of the individual contruibuutors alone
and do not necessarily express the views of
BATE of Michigan board & its members.

| Membership Application/Renewal
Date:
Name: |
Address:
| City: State/Zip+4 |
County:
| Phone: E mail: |

| Are you a registered voter? o Yes o No |
o New member o Renewal Your Membership number

Single $25onlineo  $30 mail* o Couple $45/on line 0 $50 mail* o ** Processing fees are added
| 2 years - $40/person - $70/couple o when using on line services |

i

| Living at same address o *Applies to one-year membership only I Scan QR Code |

= to visit the |
*E".:-.}":"" membership/

! _ﬂl:" oyl join page |
Awareness donation O el
| Please make checks payable to ABATE of Michigan, Inc. Voting rights take effect 30 days after |
application has been received at the ABATE State Office.

| Membership fees and donations are NOT tax deductible. Membership fee is nonrefundable. |
|Clip & Mail to : ABATE of Michigan, INC. P.O. Box 99 Constantine, Mi 49042

| Life: 15x’s annual membership/person o
Life: 15x’s annual membership/couple living at same address o

3 This form is also available on line: https://abateofmichigan.org/download-forms-%26-files
The Michigan Rider is published a minimum of eight times per year and is distributed to ABATE of Michigan’s Full
Members, other motorcycle rights groups, and interested advocates around the country. ABATE of Michigan, Inc. and
the editor accepts no responsibility for the comments or opinions expressed within this publication.

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education ~ A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments
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