October 2025

pd %Quarterly Newsletter%ﬁ*@t

A FIREWISE COMMUNITY

IRONWOOD

VILLAGE

A Message from Your HOA President

Happy Fall to you all. 'm pleased to report that all is well
in Ironwood Village. At our last meeting, we approved a
modest increase to assessments—just over $5 per month.
This helps us keep pace with rising maintenance costs
and, with careful planning, should reduce the likelihood
of Special Assessments down the road.

We've also wrapped up the work of our Good Neighbor
Ad-Hoc Committee. My thanks to every member who
contributed thoughtful time and effort. You'll find an
article in this newsletter with details on what the
committee accomplished and how we're putting those
recommendations into practice.

On board matters: one director has stepped down due to
health reasons. We've appointed another community
member—already active on the same projects and
committees—to complete the remainder of that term. As
noted in our last newsletter, additional board changes are
expected soon. We could use your help. If you're curious
about serving, please reach out; it's often less work—and
more rewarding—than you might think.

If you're willing and able to pitch in, contact Ashley at
480-355-1190.
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WELCOMING OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER

The Board extends sincere thanks to Steve Klein for his many years of
service. His steady leadership and dedication have been a gift to
Ironwood Village, and we are hopeful he will continue to share his
expertise through committee work. Volunteers like Steve make it
possible to maintain the beauty and strength of our community.

We are also pleased to welcome Mike DiPalma as our new Treasurer.

Mike and his wife of 17 years have two children—Dylan (16), a baseball
pitcher and first baseman, and Sienna (14), active in student
government and the National Junior Honor Society. His wife is a
certified fitness instructor and nutrition coach, while Mike jokes that he
“absolutely slays the cheat days.”

Mike brings experience in both law enforcement and in healthcare,
where he has worked for 23 years managing a large residential facility in
Northern California. In his free time, he enjoys fitness, hiking, sports,
family time, and recently took up golf—though he admits his game is
still a work in progress.

He is excited to serve as Treasurer and looks forward to working with
neighbors to keep Ironwood Village welcoming, beautiful, and fun.




FROM OUR SOCIAL COMMITTEE

IRONWOOD PRESENTS

MUSIC, KONA ICE TRUCIK, DRINISS,
(m AND SPECIAL COSTUME CONTEST

26th 11 AM

SOIGN UP TODAY T0 PARTICIPATE
OCT NTHE FuN WITH YouR FRIENDS  1PM
2025 AND NEIGHBORS

RSVP:
I bs://www.signupgenius.com/go/30EOA4AASAC2FATF58-5850
\ ironwood

+602-430-3115 or email mere_steuer(@yahoo.com
MEREDITH ABRAMSON

Another Fall Wine Tasting Event to be announced soon...
Stay Tuned!




Good Neighbor Committee:
Enhancing Community Safety

The Good Neighbor Committee was established to address
resident concerns about community safety and to explore ways
to enhance protection within our neighborhood.

Over the course of three meetings, the committee engaged in
thoughtful discussions and strategic planning—one of which
included a valuable presentation by the City of Scottsdale’s
Neighborhood Action Officer, who provided insight into local
crime statistics and trends.

Following these collaborative sessions, the committee worked
closely with Board President Dan Frigard, the Association’s legal
counsel, and management to develop a comprehensive Rental
Policy aimed at supporting safety and accountability.

Additional outcomes from the committee’s efforts include:

» Reestablishing the Neighborhood Watch Program in
partnership with the Scottsdale Police Department to
strengthen community vigilance.

« Exploring the use of surveillance cameras as a potential tool
to further support neighborhood security.

The committee’s work represents a meaningful step toward
creating a safer, more connected community for all residents.
Stay tuned for more updates!
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In and Near the
McDowell Sonoran Preserve

As development pushes into the
Sonoran-Desert, an-unintended——
consequence has heen the
introduction and spread of invasive
plants into natural open spaces. The
ecological damage caused by this
unwanted vegelalion negatively
impacts the desert landscape by:

Stop the Spread:
Scottsdale’s Guide to Invasive Plants

* Replacing native plants

~—= Damaging the ecosystem by

displacing native plants

* Eliminating preferred plants for
forage

* Creating fuel for fire and promote
the spread of fires

* Altering water flow patterns

All of these elements can
permanently alier the landscape of
our Sonoran Desert.
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Invastve plants upset the sensitive and natural ecological balance
of the surrounding area, are a fire hazand and can also disupt
the habitat for desert wildlife.

What & g Iwvasive Planr?
Ar invasive plast s generally sot sative to the Senomn
Diesern, Theese plants compete with pative plants and
Feave: the abality to tahe over an ares, Isvasive plants
et ike sensitive and naiural tulance of the
surmunding area and can sbio disnupt the habivat for
desen wildlife, In sddition 1o the Impast on tive

this vegetution becomes s major Ere boel souece
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The Sonoran Desert
Seeatsdule is bocwted witkin the Soncesn Desen. The
Sonoran Deser, in Lkml.l.l:ly.uﬂymm

100000 saqure miles, maxit of
snulh:uhlnfhlmun,mﬂwlém
mndmuhwnncﬂumnldmuolnmm}
Baja peninsuba. This desen is a diverse mixture of
plants, animals, geology and climate.

The MeDowell Somoram Preserve

The MeDowell Sonoran m:::n part of the Sooran
Desert. When completed, it will compeiie L3, or 57
sqpuare miles, of Sconsdales bind asea. The Freserve
onkaid mountains, namow valleys and desert washes.
Theese aress creabe numerous plant and animal

Sonoran Desert as the moss significans wildlde habsa
i thse Valley owside the Tonns Masana] Fonst

Human fepact
Scoauscile citizens shoulkd be prowd of their effons in
saving, lor perpenuity and i @ sustassable fors, the
uuqu.t&mmnbﬁrﬂ environment of the Preserve.
Baxt s with amyibing. haman acivity can abso have
mﬂl‘"ﬁﬂﬁ Uslemunately, due 1o lindscaping and
chitces on developed lind culside bat sear the
Feewene, several imvaiive plasts have boee nadverenily
isarodused inio the Presere by windhlown sceds o
camed by bieds, husrass cr water.

The Fresene s bordered by bomes in many aseas. The
locations whiere homes snd the Sonceun desen come
togetbeer are known s wil dlanddorbos interface aress.
These areas can be dafficuli 1o and provide
ke community and

The invisive plasis thet bave been introduaced ]
substantial increase in the avalable ful and can serve 1o
imcresse the risk and intersity of wildland fire incidents.
These types of imvissive plints can mare quichly

therrsetves. This gives them a distinet

over the native plant species, which will ke a
mvach longer et 1o reoover and regenerae alier a fie
incident. The resuh b the penestial for honer and mene
destructive fires im the Sonoran Desent than can lad w
the freeversible desiection of the mative vogeuton and
local eco-ystems.

Mabiiar Loss
Because irwmsive plass cam displace saive plasts, this
cam sl result in negative impagts , The
Fresene b an miractive bome 10 desert wildlife. I [ooved
to feed on iewasive , andmals can become sick,
leave the ares for s more palatable food sousce or

die.
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The Culprits

Although ne deratled stdy of all invasive plants in the
Presere has bem cambed o, eight vegetation types have
been ideniifind 1o exisn witkin the Presene and are
outlised on the neverse side of this brechare.




Invasive Plants

enit within the McDowell Sonoran Presene is provided below:
due to the fire danger and habitat degradation they cause;

A briel description of eight invasive plants Ip‘r?ﬂ
Plants are lised in the order of most roubl

1, Desert Beoom (Bacehuris sarotheoddes) matve

This estive disent shrob, ha o sdeos sbwwys green,
prows quickly to nemly 10-feer Bigh |m wotumm, the
blocass, contiining & muis of seols with white bristle,
caitly become aishores and specad fredly Disent Brosm b
virwd a5 an imvasive plies bevamse of its aggressveness in
muuhq_ntuuzbd e (msch 55 e amd mew
bimdscaped apess), and because it burns Beely and s 2
significant theeat 1o nearby stniciuses.

3. Hed Brossegrass (Bromas rubens) mos-sative
Found im very dense paiches or widely dspersed as
indfridual plants, the Red Bromegrss & & bat-growing,
lnnu.i rase that reaches over 10-inches tall. Characierisiic
beeads st ot green i color, bocome noddal
qurpl:-h:nmmunalhmlwhn-mwhrnw\hdw
hee seed casrying pornon of the grass kave shap ends amd
easily muach 1o aramals or clothing for transpon w other

lescations wivere the scods then Riod Bromegras
has besome & thseat o the Sonorin Deicrt hocause it
s s well d

3. Baflel Giras (Pennkucnum ciliare) non-malive

This peresimal banc higrass. grows up 1o $-Geet 12l and has 2

e of lomg, tough rocts that can prow oo S-feer deep

Bamow. light groen beaves ane 1 1o 4-inches long. Brisily

hmrrlu-ﬂmkwp& or yellowtsh d ram a

distineeive gelden-brown when 255 will born
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ot rotive seedlngs.

4, TamarishSal Cedar ( Tamsartx spp) non-nat

This shrobby mee grows uwp w I'S-Enmlhgmpﬂn
Eclige and slemder bramches. Pink-white Sowers sppesr
Erom January to Ociober. Tamurisk and
forss donst thickets. Osie established, @ & difliculs 1o
eradcate. These troes use bisge amounts of waer
causing desen speings vo dry up and crowding om rative
rees such a5 concewood, mesquite and desen willow
Bocause this plant is dilfculi to remove, i i adviied o
corkact  spoctaliat il you detect & Tasagisk in yoar anca of
1= the Preserve.

5. Fountain Grass (Pennbortom seisorum) mon-mative

Thist peremnial buschgrass grows upsa oo high and hai
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omdmmental grasses should B wsed instead of Fountain
Grass, Aliemarives: Parple Theoeawn, Asizona Consa Top
or Bull Garais.

How Can You Hrﬂ
* Learn 1o sderaify problem plant
* Remove irvasive plants froe privase property
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6. Malra, Starthisthe {Centaures mechitenmis) mon-native
Thisenoct, winles anmual grows up to 2-Soct tall and in disde
sands, 1t hos grayich-groen felage and yellow, thitle-like
forwees witks shusp spines of o pesplish or beowm color thar
appear in May and [eme. Malt Sunhisile sgpressively
compeies bor space with native species and redoces wildlife
habstat and doad.

= Ask the sumery whire you buy landscage saeruli
siop carrying these plants

= Help the Fire Department by providing a defensible space
on the portions of ye
sirectuncs and adjac

et approval from the City of Scotizdale For move
infomstion, call (450} JL1-264T or visht
www. SconrdaledT gov

7. Saharam Mestard (Brassica tourmel o) mon-native
This annual, spring heab losms sttt 6- 20 12-inchis in
dumeier Lewves vy i sase and b tiny brivles on the
undersides. Small yellorwr flowers 3 from January
1o April or May Timy reddish seeds are

pods. Saburan Mustard can grow in lasge

b mers to normal wildlile movement whsen phins ane sl
As disen pempersgunes swe, parts of the plise dic asd
emcresie wildfire foel loads drevsanically
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& Bermuda Grass (Cynodon dactylon) non-native

This peotnniad grass B commen o masy lwed ia
seuthemmegions ssd grows well In o hot, desen climate.
1t ks he mow commen semmes bwn choice in the desen
southwerl Bermuda Grss compeies wilk native plnis
and vades distorbed aneas. B i o leading cause of bay
Eover | thee Sonoran Descit
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@ Stump Removal Update

The community will be moving forward with another round of stump removals. Only
stumps verified as dead or non-viable will be removed.

Homecowner Action

If you are aware of any stumps that should be added to the removal list, please report
them to management no later than December 31, 2025.
The Association will be working with the landscape vendor to assess and complete
the removals in early 2026.




Tree & Landscape Maintenance in Scottsdale
Fall & Winter Tips and Tricks

Keeping Your Trees & Yards Happy This Fall and Winter

As the Scottsdale heat finally starts to ease up, it's a great time to
show your trees and plants a little TLC. Our desert landscape has its
own rhythm, and a few simple steps now can make a big difference

in how things look (and grow) through the cooler months.

Trim it up: Fall and winter are the best times to prune trees and
shrubs. Snipping away dead or weak branches helps your trees stay
strong when the occasional winter storm rolls through.

Watch for frost: We don't see it often, but chilly nights do
happen! Keep an old sheet or frost cloth handy to cover sensitive
plants like citrus or bougainvillea. A quick drink of water before a

freeze also helps keep roots cozy.

Ease up on the water: Your yard doesn’'t need as much
irrigation this time of year. Cut back the schedule, but give plants a
good, deep soak now and then to keep roots healthy.

Winter lawns: If you overseed with ryegrass, keep it mowed and
lightly watered for that lush green look. If not, let your Bermuda
grass nap until spring—it'll bounce back when the weather warms.

With just a little attention, your yard will stay healthy, safe, and
beautiful all season long.




Wall Project Updates

Our Community has now reached the stage in
our maintenance cycle where attention to the
masonry walls is due.

The Board is actively obtaining bids for both the
necessary repairs and the full repainting of all
community block walls.

This project is a significant part of keeping
Ironwood Village looking its best and protecting
the long-term value of our neighborhood.

Once proposals are reviewed and a vendor is selected, a
detailed schedule will be set.

Residents will receive advance notice of any work
that may affect their property, and we will continue
to provide updates as progress moves forward.

We appreciate your patience and support as
we take on this important project together.



7 Community Meeting & Event Calendar - 2025

Stay informed and involved with our upcoming meetings and events!
Mark your calendars for these important dates:

October 15 - Workshop Meeting (1) 6:30 PM
? AZCMS Offices or via Zoom

October 17 & 18 - Community Yard Sale ) All Day
? Throughout the community

October 26 - Halloween Trunk or Treat (') 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
? Ironwood Village Park

Date Coming Soon - Fall Social Event

November 19 - Board Meeting (1) 6:30 PM
? AZCMS Offices or via Zoom

December 14 - Firewise Event (") 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
? Ironwood Village Park
A Special guests: Santa, the Grinch, and festive elves!

We're excited for these events and hope to see you there.
Whether it's meetings, celebrations, or festive fun,
your participation brings our community together!



2025 Brush & Bulk Removal Schedule €% SCOTTSDALE
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A Better Way for Brush & Bulk SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Place your brush and bulk ples out no later than " ; . ! ‘s . MLt 6 R
5 a.m. on Monday of your collection week. Material may not 6 Ih [ B A S
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Learn about the do's and don'ts and program guidelines at ScottsdaleAZ.gov and search “brush bulk”.

Place your brush and bulk piles out no later than 5 a.m. on Monday of your collection
week. Material may not be placed for collection any earlier than three (3) days prior to
Monday of the week the area is scheduled for collection.

https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/solid-waste/collection-services/brush-and-bulk-
collection#collection-map-and-schedule

If you would like to contribute an article of importance, send in
photos or have something fun to share, please email Lindsay at:
lindsay@ssgroupaz.com
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