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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 1/11/10 
 UK MP visits Helplanka projects in Sri Lanka 
Stephen Hammond MP for Wimbledon, a member of the recent Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Group delegation who met with President Rajapakse and other 

ministers in Colombo recently took time from his busy schedule to make a visit 

to St Joseph’s College for the Deaf in Ragama, a project assisted by UK based 

charity Helplanka

 Mr Hammond spoke to the teaching Staff, most of whom are Catholic Sisters, and 

also to a class of the deaf children through interpreters. Helplanka is planning 

a special nationwide programme in Sri Lanka for Deaf and Blind children this 

December. Mr Hammond will be involved in the launch of the project.

“I was very impressed with the level of services provided to the children and 

the dedication of the teaching staff. However I do believe that certainly more 

can be done on  a permanent basis  to help the children especially working with 

charities like Helplanka. I am very happy to support HelpLanka.” Stephen Hammond 

said.

The Helplanka Christmas Programme will run from 6 – 20 December 2010 to include 

special schools in Galle, Matara, Jaffna, Ragama, Tangalle, Moratuwa , Mahawewa 

and Kandy 
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ABOUT HELPLANKA

HelpLanka is a UK Registered charity (Reg no 1110306) which was formed in 

January 2005 to specifically help children affected by poverty and disaster in 

Sri Lanka.

