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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 26/10/16 
 Helplanka thanked by Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister .  
The annual Helplanka Volunteer Programme ,organised and led by Chief Executive Sampath Goonetillake with a team of 12 UK Students and 3 teachers visited Sri Lanka in July this year. The group who raised funds throughout the year taught English, music, drama and sport at St Xavier’s College Marawila NWP, Diyagala Boy’s Town Kandana WP , The Seaton Cheshire Home Katana Negombo WP  and Kalanna Senanayake Kanishta Vidyalaya  Minuwangoda WP . £5000 was raised in the UK and this was utilised to fund replacement books, educational equipment and sports equipment. Mr Goonetillake during his visit arranged and funded the building and equipping of a new IT Lab with 8 terminals at  Kalawanna Senanayake School .  Helplanka donated a number of English and Sinhala language books, equipment , sports goods  and arts and crafts materials to the children. As part of the trip to Sri Lanka  Helplanka also organised  a tour of the island to include visits to  Sigiriya, Negombo , Colombo Dambulla Galle & Kandy. 

One of the highlights of this year’s trip was attending a  reception and Tour of Temple Trees ,hosted by Mrs Rosy Senanayake Deputy Chief of Staff at The Prime Minister’s Office who personally thanked the Group on behalf of Hon Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe and who also kindly presented the certificates of Merit to the Helplanka group.  

Commenting on this year’s programme Sampath Goonetillake  said: “I would like to say a very special thankyou to Mrs Rosy Senanayake for recognising the hard work and dedication of Helplanka in helping so many children in Sri Lanka and for hosting the reception on behalf of The Prime Minister . It is fantastic that Helplanka was able to assist after the floods and really make a substantial difference to the lives of children and be thanked by The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka ! “

The work of Helplanka is funded by UK donors and now as a non profit making organisation in Sri Lanka Reg GL2021 the organisation is looking for Corporate and individual sponsors to support the work among children in Sri Lanka financial donations can be sent direct to Helplanka Children’s Guarantee Ltd Bank of Ceylon Ja Ela account no 71414382 All donations will be acknowledged.
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ABOUT HELPLANKA
HelpLanka is a UK Registered charity (Reg no 1110306) which was formed in January 2005 to specifically help children affected by poverty and disaster in Sri Lanka.  Helplanka is also registered as a non profit making organisation in Sri Lanka ( HELPLANKA CHILDREN’S GUARANTEE LTD GL2021) 
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