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Rochelle Area Community Foundation (RACF)
makes it easy to give. Many donors give
generously through monthly donations to
RACF. There are two ways to set up a recurring
gift. 

Give through our website
rochellefoundation.org

-Click “Donate”
-Choose a Fund you want to support
-Click “Donate” under the appropriate fund
-Click “Make this a monthly donation”
-Fill out the secure information via PayPal
-Now your gift will be successfully sent each   
  month to that fund

Give through Online Banking
-Go online to your bank account
-Login to your account
-Set up “Bill Pay”
-Add Rochelle Area Community Foundation”
 PO Box 74
 Rochelle, IL 61068 
-If an account number is required, please  
 contact our office at 815-561-3600 or email  
 director@rochellefoundation.org
-Set up the monthly donation
-If you have a specific fund you wanted to 
  support, please contact RACF prior to your  
  first donation to establish the fund recipient. 
-All gifts without an established fund recipient 
  will go to the RACF Endowment Fund.   

Should you have any questions, would like to
set up your own fund, or have difficulties with
the process please contact us and we will be
happy to assist you in any way. 

Thank you for being a supporter who truly
cares for your community! 

Welcome to our Growing In Giving
newsletter. I invite you to
experience all the amazing things
happening right here in our
community. 

As we kickoff the new year we are
pleased to introduce two new board
members while honoring one of our
own who passed away. 

As you read through our newsletter,
you will witness the generosity of
our local businesses, individual
donors, and local nonprofits. We are
privileged to showcase how we
support our community as well as
how the community supports us.
 
You are personally invited to affirm
such support by attending an
upcoming event on Wednesday
April 24, 2024 at Salt 251 from 4:00-
6:00 p.m. We will once again be
showcasing our nonprofit partners
through the allocation of grant
checks. We hope you can join us in
celebrating those who serve our
community. 

Thank you for your continued
partnership and support as we
wouldn’t be able to do what we do
without you. 
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Visit our website to learn more
about our members. Do you have an

interest in joining our board? We
have several different committees

where you could best use your skills
and talents to make a difference in

your community. Help us know
more about you by filling out a

questioner on our website to see if
this could be a good fit for you.
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A message from our 
Executive Director

Giving Made Easy
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2023 Community
Events

Events
U P C O M I N G

Grant Cycle Begins- Feb 1-March 10 at 4pm

Non-profit Partner Meeting- Feb 15 at Presbyterian Church

Community Open House- April 24 4-6pm at Salt 251

canned food drive

letters to Santa

light up Lincoln parade

https://rochellefoundation.org/


#GivingTuesday is a day of global
generosity that unleashes the power of

philanthropy to help transform
communities. Through the generosity of
local businesses and organizations, we

were able to raise over $10,300 which will
be given back to the community through a
competitive grant process in the Spring.  

Thank you to all who donated.     

#GIVINGTUESDAY
November 27th
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On October 5th, Waste Connection Inc
presented RACF with a check for
$40,000. 

This contribution was a part of their
ongoing commitment to support
organizations that make a positive
difference and RACF was honored to be
the recipient of such a generous
donation. 

“We’re proud to stand with RACF as
they continue their incredible work.  
Together, we can create a more
sustainable and prosperous future for
everyone,” says Thomas Hilbert of
Waste Connections. 

Support from local businesses make
such a difference in continuing to help
our community.  If you have an interest
in payroll deduction through your
employer, please reach out to Emily
Anaya and she would love to talk to
your company about options. 
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FEATURED DONOR

WASTE CONNECTION

Dale Adkisson
Margaret W Allison
Anne Arne
James F Beardin
Roger Beardin
Bearrows Real Estate, 
     -John and Dina Bearrows 
David F. Beguin
Alan and Vera Berg
Mary Ellen Berg
Rodney L Berg
Craig and Melissa Biers
Michael “Mic”  Brooks
Charles and Marilyn Calvin
Emmett and Carol Anne Capes
Deb Capes and Todd Fletcher
Dale and Patricia Carroll
Dominic D. Castor
William and Esther Cawley
Central Bank
Marlin and Cathy Cluts
Eleanor “Bobbie” Colbert
Pal Colwill
Terry and Jacqueline Dickow
David and Betsy Eckhardt
Eddie and Jan Kissick
Jeffry and Barbara Eyster
Sandra K. Eyster
Curtis and Cynthia Fruit
Leo and Diane Gildea
Mark Gillis
Marshall and Jody Girton
David and Joyce Gittleson
Terry and Mary Hatfield
Spencer and Karen Hayden
Scott and Lori Helms
Steve Herber
Kathleen Hollonbeck
Dennis and Ginger Holtman
Don and Ada Horner
Kim and Rebecca Huntley
Doug and Kelly Jarvis
James Jarvis
Norm and Dawn Jenkins
Perry and Cindy Jones

Ronald and Mardelle Kennay
Tom and Debbie Kersten
Matthew and Jaculyn King
Mary D Krahenbuhl
Nancy Krahenbuhl
Bill and Holly Kubale
Don and Belinda Luxton
Connie L. Manning
Ken and Linda Manon
Dan and Lori McDermott
Lee and Mary Metzger
Bruce Miller and Kris Pierce 
Kim Montgomery
Anne M Mott
Thomas and Marilyn Nelson
Norma Peters
Gerald Phipps
Randy and Carrie Pope
Dennis and Cynthia Ramer
Charlie and Sherilyn Ramsey
Rick and Elizabeth Reed
Ray and Barbara Reineck
Rex and Pat Renner
Ed and Ann Rice
Kevin J. Sargent
Susan G. Sawicki
Dave Schabacker
Tom and Dawn Smith
Dennis and Janet Stewart
Tess Charitable Gift Fund
Tom Thompson
Tim Totman
John and Tricia Vaughn
Shirley Villa
Bill Wagner
Linda Whitener
Ted and Vonnie Wilkinson
William and Margo Wilkinson
Bob Withrow and Judy           
     Sassaman
Tom and Diane Wyrick
Calvin and Patricia Yocum
Michael and Donna Zang
 
                                       

DENNIS BERG
Our dear friend and board

member Denny passed
away on December 25,
2023. He was a proud

graduate from RTHS and
went on to attend WIU.
Denny retired from a 33

year career with
Contel/GTE/Verizon. 

Denny served ten years on
Rochelle City Council and
served eight years on the
RACF Board of Directors.
He married the love of his

life Avis Berg.
Thank you to everyone

that donated to the Berg-
Berkholder Family Fund.

Your generosity will
continue his legacy

leaving an everlasting
impact on our community.

*Disclaimer* We do our best to recognize every
donor. Our sincerest apologies if we missed your

name. List as of 1-24-2024

https://rochellefoundation.org/


 KAY AND JIM BEARDIN
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND

RACF is honored to announce this new
Field of Interest fund.  The purpose of the
fund is to provide support for evolving
needs that impact the community
through the power of change towards the
advancement of the Rochelle area. 
“This fund is in honor of Kay’s beautiful life and
love for her family and community.” said Jim
Beardin. “Often, I drive around Rochelle and it
brings up so many memories of the things we
did. I realize that these things are in the past
and now we must plan for the future. 

It’s about the legacy we want to leave , small
town living, and the importance of funds such
as this.”
As a Field of Interest fund the donor is
supporting an area of interest.  They will rely
on the Foundation’s experience and expertise
to annually recommend community needs
grants to projects, programs and services that
enhance our community while supporting the
fund’s stated purpose

If you want to help grow this fund or any other
fund here at RACF you can do so by donating
online at rochellefoundation.org click on
DONATE and select the fund of your choice. 

As always we are here to offer those with a
philanthropic heart a simple way to make a
positive difference in the community.
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If you would like to nominate a resident of Ogle County for      
'Good Neighbor of the Week' please contact the Rochelle Area

Community Foundation at (815) 561-3600 or at
admin@rochellefoundation.org

Spotlights
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October:
Rene Lampley, Jason Harper,
Earl Flemming, Sandy Eyster,
Rick “Zip” Zimmerman

November:
Trena Thompson, Sandy
Sullivan, Jimmy and Jacob
Chadwick, Noah Hayden,
Gavin Smith, Alison Vrana

GOOD NEIGHBORS

December:

Tom McDermott, Carolyn
Brown, Joe Mckinney, Tom
and Beth Becker 

"It’s about the legacy we want to leave,"It’s about the legacy we want to leave,
small town living, and the importance ofsmall town living, and the importance of

funds such at this."funds such at this."

https://rochellefoundation.org/


Yazmin
Nambo.

Kathleen
Isley

Originally born in Guanajuato, Mexico, Yazmin moved with her

family to Rochelle at age 4 and has lived in the area since then.

Yazmin graduated with a Bachelors in education from Northern

Illinois University and then a Master’s in Educational leadership

from Aurora University. Yazmin has worked at the Rochelle

Elementary District since 2013 in multiple roles from

Paraprofessional to special education teacher and now,

director of special programs and preschool. Yazmin enjoys

spending time with her family, watching her 4 kids play sports

or instruments and giving back to her community by coaching,

volunteering and serving where needed. 

Meet our
new

2024
Board

Members

Originally from Chicago, Kathleen has called Rochelle home

since 2005. She lives here with her husband Tim and their

family. Kathleen earned her B.S. from the University of Illinois

at Urbana-Champaign in 2000 and her J.D. from Northern

Illinois University in 2005.  After several years in private

practice, Kathleen was appointed Ogle County’s Chief Public

Defender in December 2020, and continues to serve in that

role to date .
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The Rochelle Community Action Network (CAN), was established in 1992 and is funded by grants,
donations and local fundraising efforts. CAN acts as a bridge between family and community by

providing resources to assist children and families in becoming successful community members.

Their goal is to facilitate a network of area organizations and individuals focused on meeting the
needs of children and families.  They address basic needs for low-income families in Rochelle by

providing clothing, outerwear, backpacks and school supplies along with children’s books.

There are many wonderful activities throughout the year that provide for these basic needs and more
with events like: The Children’s Holiday Shopping Trip and Spaghetti Dinner, Winter Coat Drive, CAN

Food Truck Festivals and School Backpack Program for Elementary and Middle School students.

CAN was a 2023 Community Needs Grant Recipient and RACF was proud to grant out $3780 for their
program “Shoes for Kids.” Those shoes were given out at the annual Christmas shopping trip.

“I can do things you cannot. You can do things I cannot. Together we can do great things.”-Mother Theresa  

If you would like to learn more about CAN or find out how you can help, you can contact: 
Michelle Pease at mpease@rochelleil.us 

Visit our website for more info about the Rochelle Area Community Foundation at:

To offer those with a philanthropic heart a simple way to make a positive difference.

NON-PROFIT SPOTLIGHT
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A generous, Vibrant, and sustainaole
community where a helping hand is always

within reach.

Be a vehicle for philanthropy and empower
community nonprofits through donor

stewardship.

MISSION
VISIONPURPOSE

WWW.ROCHELLEFOUNDATION.ORG

CAN

Community Action 
Network

mailto:mpease@rochelleil.us


Dale Adkisson
Justin and Anna Adolph
Margaret W Allison
Nick Anatra
Nic and Emily Anaya
Jason Anderson
Anonymous 
Anne Arne
Elvis Baneski
Kristen Barco-Kida
James F Beardin
Roger Beardin
Estate Bearrows
Thomas Becker
Dennis & Avis Berg
Diane Berg
Nancy Bingham
Veronica Borias
Eileen M Boudreau
Michael “Mic” Brooks
Patrick Brust
Jason Burdin
Perry Byers
Charles and Marilyn Calvin
Deb Capes and Todd Fletcher
Donald Cappel
Christina Cardott
Tyler Carls
Dale and Patricia Carroll
Casey Farms, Patricia Casey
William and Esther Cawley
Eric Cech
Tim and Karen Cech
Central Bank
China Wok
Christopher Clucas
Marlin  and Cathy Cluts
Eleanor (Bobbie) Colbert
Pal Colwill
Judy Connolly
Jacqueline Cruz
Michael Dale
Michael Daugherty
Terry and Jacqueline Dickow
Patricia Doyle
Tony and Krista Doyle
David and Betsy Eckhardt
Melissa Edmonds
Jeffry and Barbara Eyster
Sandra K. Eyster

Jeff Fiegenschuh
First State Bank
Robert and Sarah Flanagan
Curtis and Cynthia Fruit
Leor and Diane Gildea
Mark Gillis
Robert Gingerich
Marshall and Jody Girton
Graber Financial, Sam Graber
Norman Gruben Farms, Norm Gruben
Roland and Erlinda Hagemeyer
David Hakanson
Sandra Halsne
Taylor Hampshire
Karl and Dhana Hansen
Terry and Mary Hatfield
Amy Hayden
Spencer and Karen Hayden
Lyle Hayes
Rodney A. Helgeson
Curtis Helgren
Scott and Lori Helms
Steve Herber
Autumn Hernandez
Casey Heuer
John and Lauren Hintzsche
Wendi Hintzsche
Holcomb Bank
Eric Holden
Kathleen Hollonbeck
Dennis  and Giner Holtman
Don and Adah Horner
Dana Howard
Kevin and Debbie Howard
Michael Hudetz
Kim and Rebecca Huntley
Rebecca Hutcheson
Tim and Kathleen Isley
Cal Jacobs
Doug and Kelly Jarvis
James Jarvis
Norm and Dawn Jenkins
Emerson Johnson
Patrick J. Johnson
Perry and Cindy Jones
John L Kaltenbach
Ronald and Mardelle Kennay
Dan Kerestes
Donna L. Kersten
Matthew and Jaculyn King

Kyle and Jennifer Kissack
Wendy Kissack
James Walker Knight
Nancy Krahenbuhl
Mr Doug Kroupa
Ryan and Alesandra Lawrence
Shirley LeMar
Little Hubs Learning Center 
Dave and Mary Anne Louis
Marilyn Lowenberg
Don and Belinda Luxton
Connie L. Manning
Corinne Marsh
Joanne Mayes
Dan and Lori McDermott
Joe and Shar Meadows
Eva Medine
Glen Mehrings
Justina K Merritt
Steve and Stephanie Messer
Bruce Miller and Kris Pierce 
Kristofer Milos
Caroline L. Moe
Mary Jo Moreland
Anne M Mott
Jeffrey J Musselman
Wayne Myroth
Luisa Nambo
Michael and Aileen Nelson
Thomas and Marilyn Nelson
Phil Nye
OrthoIllinois 
Michelle Pease
Norma Peters
Toby Petrie
Gloria Rand
Dwayne Rangel
Rick and Elizabeth Reed
Rex and Pat Renner
Ed and Ann Rice
Sue Sawicki
David Sawlsville
Dave Schabacker
Joe and Jill Schwartz
Jennifer Siebert
Tom and Dawn Smith
Saint Paul School
Amanda Steder
Dennis and Janet Stewart
Stillman Bank

Jamey Sullivan
Jimmie and Audrey Summers
Sara Suneson
Carole Sutton
Dan and Lisa Sutton
Neil & Marianne Swanson
Andrew and Carole Taylor
Tim and Jennifer Thompson
Tom Thompson
Blake Toliver
Tim Totman
Mr. Arlyn VanDyke
Gus and Armande Vasilopoulos
John and Trisha Vaughn
Shirley Villa
Eddie Villalobos
Donald and Tootie Vogeler
Ryne and Alison Vrana
Bill Wagner
Brian Wanner
Waste Connections
Shane Waters
Danny and Danae White
Linda Whitener
Ted and Vonnie Wilkinson
Danny and Stephanie Williams
Dawson Williams
Christene Willis
Luan Wine
Judy Sassaman and Bob Withrow
Tom and Diane Wyrick
Calvin and Patricia Yocum
Brittney Zick

Visit our website for more info about the Rochelle Area Community Foundation at:
www.rochellefoundation.org
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Thank you to our Donors
 September 1, 2023-December 31, 2023

*Disclaimer* We do our best to recognize every donor.  If you feel we have
accidentally missed your name, please contact our office at 1-815-561-3600.  

We are           because of you!


