
Herefordshire Soldiers and ‘The Redan Ridge’ 

 

The Somme Battle had been launched on 1 July 1916, and the slog through the mud of the Somme 

Valley against a determined enemy had taken its toll; casualties were high and many units were no 

longer ‘battleworthy’. Immediate reserves had been used up yet there was still a requirement for 

more manpower. 

 

It was in this scenario that men of The Herefordshire Regiment were transferred to the 11th 

Battalion1 of The Border Regiment and fought on the Somme. The 1st Battalion of the Herefordshire 

Regiment were in Egypt and had been brought up to strength with reinforcements from the 3rd 

Battalion based in Park Hall Camp Oswestry. The 3rd Battalion was still over strength having held and 

trained recruits since August 1914, and the surge of Derby Scheme recruits in December 1915 and 

January 1916 – all of these men were now trained and ready for deployment. In September 1916 

some 250 men were identified to reinforce units in France. The men formed a greater contingent 

with soldiers of The Kings Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI) and set out for France. From Pte Bumfrey’s 

records he was transferred on 11 October 1916. Others would have been transferred about this time 

as well. Pte Bumfrey was taken Prisoner of War at Redan Ridge. They sailed from Southampton to 

Rouen and probably spent several days at the infamous ‘Bull Ring’ training camp at Etaples before 

being ‘sent up the line’ to join the 11th Battalion The Border Regiment.  

 

 
 

                                                           
1 - Formed as a Pals Battalion by the Earl of Lonsdale (of boxing fame and known as the yellow earl) and known 
as ‘The Lonsdales’. 



 
 

They would have probably travelled by train, in the wagons known well to the First World War 

soldiers by the legend stencilled on them ’40 hommes/8 cheveaux’. The reinforcements moved 

forwards probably via Amiens to join the 11th  Border Regiment who were out of the line. Here they 

would have been allocated to companies and platoons as required, and undertaken unit training.  

 

In November the Battalion moved back to the Somme; at 0610hrs on 18th2 they were engaged in 

action in the Beaumont Hamel area and took part in an attack to capture the high ground of the 

Redan Ridge; the ridge dominated the lower ground, by capturing it a breakthrough was hoped for. 

The assault crossed the mud of no-man’s land and passed through the German Front Line (Munich 

Trench) and occupied the German reserve trench (Frankfort Trench), only to find that their flanks 

were ‘open’ and the Germans had closed the gap behind them and reoccupied the Munich trench 

and had encircled them and they were cut off. 

 

It is thought that 7 officers and about 120 soldiers had become isolated, about half of these were 

from the 11th Border Regiment and almost certainly included some of those transferred from the 

Herefords. The group sent messengers back to the British lines, but could not evacuate en-masse 

due to the high number of casualties. They were running short of water, food and ammunition and 

parties went out to recover these items from bodies lying in no-mans’ land. On one occasion a patrol 

brought in 8 German prisoners. On 2 occasions fighting patrols were sent out from the British lines in 

an attempt to relieve the isolated force; on both occasions the operation failed. The Germans were 

becoming increasingly agitated by this pocket of British troops holding out against them and 

launched several attacks, eventually a 2 battalion assault (1500 men) was launched.  

 

                                                           
2  - 18th November is the official last day of the Battle of The Somme. 



The troops had held out for 8 days with no resupply and enduring increasing hardship and casualties. 

Eventually on the 25th November, after a vicious assault involving hand to hand fighting with clubs 

and bayonets, all ammunition having been expended, the troops had no option but to surrender. 

Only 15 unwounded men emerged from Frankfort Trench to be taken Prisoner of War by the 

Germans; many wounded also were taken into captivity. 

 

The full story of the British resistance at Redan Ridge was not known until after the war when POWs 

were released. There were 2 recommendations for (pothumous) Victoria Crosses3, but they were not 

awarded. Sgt Charles Davies (ex Herefordshire Regiment) was taken POW on 18th November, he 

escaped from captivity in January 1918 and was awarded the Military Medal. 

 

Below are copies of various German and International Committee of The Red Cross (ICRC) 

documents relating to Pte Bumfrey of Eastnor, and Pte Goodwin of Newent who were both taken 

Prisoner Of War. Communication through official channels were often slow and ‘normal’ post could 

prove quicker, as indicated by the letters from the Carlisle Citizens’ League (Carlisle was the 

‘hometown’ of the Border Regt) and correspondence regarding Pte Goodwin.. 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                           
3 -  Sgt J Lee and LCpl J Veitch 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

Ninety two men of the Herefordshire Regiment who transferred to the 11th Border Regiment were 

Killed in Action or Died of Wounds, on the Somme during the period 18th – 25th November. The 

impact to Herefordshire was immense, many lost friends and family; many towns and villages 

suffered a loss. 

 



 
 

New Munich Trench Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery with The Thiepval memorial 

in the background. 

 

Below is a role of those men of The Herefordshire Regiment that were transferred to the 11 

(Lonsdale) Battalion of the Border Regiment. 

 

It has been compiled from various sources and does not claim to be complete nor authorative. 

 

Herefordshire Regiment Transfers To The Border Regiment 

     

        

NAME INIT RANK 
Hfds 
Regtl 

No 
Comment HOMETOWN 

Border 
Regtl 

No 
Comment 

PROBERT JAMES         27586   

PRICE HENRY A         27587   

AYERS WILLIAM JEFFRIES ASGT 3449 Killed in Action BLAING 27668   

ADAMS HERBERT         27669   

BRIDGE ROBERT JOHN LCPL 1769 Killed in Action AYR 27670   

CLARKE HAROLD         27671   

            27672   

CLARKE ARTHUR         27673   

DAVIES ALFRED         27674   

DUTTON HORACE FREDERICK PTE 2673 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27675   

DAVIES THOMAS J         27676   

            27677   

http://www.flickr.com/photos/westernfrontassociation/6761680655/


GOOD ROWLAND H     
  

  27678 
Prisoner of 
War 

HALES CHARLES F         27679   

HOLDER ALFRED HENRY PTE 4065 Killed in Action KNIGHTON 27680   

HUGHES ALBERT JOSEPH PTE 4309 Killed in Action PETERCHURCH 27681   

JACKSON GEORGE HENRY ACPL 2871     27682   

MADDOX THOMAS EDMUND PTE 3186 Killed in Action CANON PYON 27683   

OWENS DAVID EVAN PTE 2624 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27684   

PARRY THOMAS EDMUND         27685   

PITT WILLIAM THOMAS PTE 2870 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27688   

PARRY WILLIAM J         27689   

            27690   

STEPHENS BERTIE PTE 2144 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27691   

STOKES ALBERT EDWARD PTE 2591 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27692   

            27693   

THOMAS HENRY A         27694   

            27695   

WITCOMBE ERNEST GEORGE PTE 1460 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27696   

WALL THOMAS PTE 2417 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27697   

WALKER ALLAN PTE 2863 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27698   

WILKS  JAMES         27699   

WILLIAMS EDWARD         27700   

WHARTON FREDERICK J          27701   

SANDFORD GEORGE PTE 4382 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27702   

            27703   

BAKER CLIFFORD W         27704   

BOSLEY LEONARD         27705   

BEVAN JOHN PTE 4466 Killed in Action ORCOP 27706   

BRISBOURNE 
GRAHAM OSCAR 
LLOYD 

PTE 4500 Killed in Action WELLINGTON 27707   

BEVAN JAMES PTE 4514 Killed in Action WALFORD 27708   

BRAY ANDREW         27709   

BEDELL CHARLES E PTE 4579     27710   

BRADLEY FREDERICK         27711   

BEAVAN HARRY J         27712   

BIRTWHISTLA FRANK         27713   

BUMFREY JAMES LEWIS PTE 4365   EASTNOR 27714 
Prisoner of 
War 

BOWEN WILFRED LODWICK PTE 4398 Killed in Action HOLMER 27715   

BROOKES THOMAS PTE 4407 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27716   

            27717   

CHANT HERBERT PTE 4569 Killed in Action BRIDGNORTH 27718   

            27719   

COWDELL ARTHUR SAMUEL PTE 4480 Killed in Action KINGTON 27720   

COX ROLF SGT 1827 Killed in Action ROSS 27720   

COLEMAN HERBERT PTE 4510 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27721   

CLOSE JAMES PTE 4232 Killed in Action W U PENYARD 27722   

            27723   



COLBURN HENRY PTE 4395 Killed in Action HOW CAPLE 27724   

DAVIES CW PTE       27725   

DAVIES THOMAS GILBERT PTE 1109 Killed in Action ROSS 27726   

DAVIES GEORGE HENRY PTE 4383 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27727   

DAVIES WILLIAM         27728   

DAVIES DAVID PTE 4572 Killed in Action BUILTH WELLS 27729   

DAVIES JAMES PTE 4520 Killed in Action LLANWARNE 27730   

DAVIS REGINALD RICHARD PTE 4255 Killed in Action TREDEGAR 27731   

DAVIES GEORGE PTE 4409 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27732   

DALLOW HENRY         27733   

DAW HARRY JAMES PTE 4378 Killed in Action HOLMER 27734   

            27735   

EDMUNDS PERCY         27736   

EAST LEWIS JOHN PTE 4521 Killed in Action WOOLHOPE 27737   

            27738   

EVANS AG PTE     KINGSLAND 27739   

NASH ROWLAND PTE 4663 Killed in Action CLEHONGER 27739   

FLOWER CUTHBERT         27740   

            27741   

FRANCIS JOSEPH C         27742   

FRANCIS HENRY         27743   

FARMER FREDERICK PTE 8254 Killed in Action RHAYADER 27744   

GRUBHAM GEORGE PTE 4154 Killed in Action UPTON 27745   

GIBBONS GEORGE         27746   

GOSLANE THOMAS R         27747   

GORE CLAUDE W         27748   

GOODWIN WILLIAM     
  

  27749 
Prisoner of 
War 

GOUGH ERNEST HAROLD PTE 4422 Killed in Action LLANDRINDOD 27750   

GRIFFITHS WILLIAM HENRY PTE 4412 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27751   

GRIFFITHS WILLIAM PTE 4494 Killed in Action STAUNTON 27752   

            27753   

            27754   

HARRIS WILLIAM PTE 4518 Killed in Action KINGS CAPLE 27755   

HAINES GEORGE ALBERT PTE 4546 Killed in Action PEMBRIDGE 27756   

HAMBLIN REGINALD WILLIAM PTE 4542 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27757   

HICKS ALBERT EDWARD PTE 4583 Killed in Action WELLINGTON 27758   

HILL WILLIAM F         27759   

HALL EDWARD WILLIAM PTE 4496 Killed in Action IRONBRIDGE 27760   

HUGHES FREDERICK PTE 4439 Killed in Action WALFORD 27761   

HUGHES JOHN         27762   

HUGHES WILLIAM S         27763   

HOLTON THOMAS         27764   

HAMPHLETT ARTHUR         27765   

HOLBROOK CHARLES PTE 4389 Killed in Action WOOLHOPE 27766   

HAMMOND VINCENT EDWARD PTE 4421 Killed in Action KNIGHTON 27767   

JONES PERCY G         27768   



            27769   

JONES ALFRED         27770   

KINNERSLEY THOMAS WILLIAM PTE 4540 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27771   

KENDRICK WILLIAM PTE 4575 Killed in Action WREXHAM 27772   

KITSON ALBERT PTE 4419 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27773   

KERR ALBERT VE         27774   

            27775   

            27776   

LEWIS THOMAS HENRY PTE 4372 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27777   

MARTIN JOHN P PTE 4459 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27778   

            27779   

            27780   

            27781   

MANN CHARLES         27782   

            27783   

MALSOM WILLIAM PTE 2481 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27784   

MEEK LIONEL JAMES PTE 2659 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27785   

WHITTINGTON CHARLES         27786   

JAMES WILLIAM PTE 4629 Killed in Action MORDIFORD 27787   

            27789   

NICHOLAS FREDERICK GEORGE PTE 4037 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27790   

NEVETT JOHN DENNIS PTE 4570 Killed in Action MUCH WENLOCK 27791   

NAPPER HERBERT ARTHUR PTE 4358 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27792   

NICHOLAS EDWARD PTE 4463 Killed in Action LUDLOW 27793   

NICHOLLS CHARLES THOMAS PTE 4513 Killed in Action EARDISLEY 27794   

OAKLEY ALBERT E         27795   

PREECE RICHARD H         27796   

            27797   

            27798   

            27799   

            27800   

PARRY ERNEST G         27801   

PHILLIPS WILLIAM HENRY PTE 4534 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27802   

POWELL GEORGE         27803   

POTTER CHARLES EM         27804   

PENNY WILLIAM          27805   

PYE WILLIAM           27806   

PERKINS ALBERT GEORGE PTE 4257 Killed in Action ROSS 27807   

POWELL JOHN THOMAS PTE 4272 Killed in Action PRESTIEGNE 27808   

PITT GH PTE       27809   

PHILPS FREDERICK GEORGE PTE 4394 Killed in Action EASTNOR 27810   

            27811   

ROGERS GEORGE         27812   

            27813   

REYNOLDS CHARLES PTE 4234 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27814   

RUSSELL JOHN PTE 4363 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27815   



SMITH HENRY R         27816   

SKYRME  ENOCH C         27817   

            27818   

SENTER  THOMAS H         27819   

STEAD THOMAS         27820   

            27821   

SEAGER JOHN PERCY PTE 4415 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27822   

TRUMPER WILLIAM PTE 4565 Killed in Action NEWPORT SALO 27823   

TURNER HENRY PTE 4498     27824   

TUNLEY JAMES PTE 4433 Killed in Action RADNOR 27825   

TUNLEY WILLIAM         27826   

TIBBEY RICHARD JOSEPH PTE 4248 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27827   

THOMPSON ALBERT LEWIS PTE 4256 Killed in Action HEREFORD 27828   

TARBATH FRANCIS GEORGE PTE 4401 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27829   

WALKER ROBERT HARRY PTE 4566 Killed in Action BRIDGNORTH 27830   

WALLER HENRY         27831   

WALL GEORGE PTE 4446 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27832   

            27833   

WILCOX JOSEPH THOMAS PTE 4481 Killed in Action WARFIELD  27834   

WILLIAMS JOHN         27835   

WILLIAMS RICHARD LSGT       27836   

WOOTTON WILLIAM PTE 4517 Killed in Action 
MANSELL 
GAMAGE 

27837   

WILKINS HARRY PTE 4266     27838   

WILSON WILLIAM PTE 4267 Killed in Action LEDBURY 27839   

WRIGHT HAROLD GEORGE PTE 4387 Killed in Action WITHINGTON 27840   

YEMM THOMAS HENRY PTE 1497 Killed in Action ROSS 27841   

BROOKE FREDERICK JAMES LCPL 4491 Killed in Action DYMOCK 27842   

DAVIS WILLIAM         27843   

FLETCHER ALBERT         27844   

HICKS THOMAS PTE 4364 Killed in Action 
STAUNTON ON 
WYE 

27845   

JONES GEORGE PTE 4483 Killed in Action KINGTON 27846   

MILLICHAP GEORGE         27847   

VERNALL JOHN LCPL       27848   

GRIFFITHS THOMAS PTE 4010     27849   

            27850   

PARRY HARRY PTE 3852 Killed in Action BODENHAM 27851   

ADDIS ALFRED PTE 4599     27852   

BOUNDS BENJAMIN PTE 4643 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27853   

            27854   

DUNCOMBE RICHARD F         27855   

DAW WALTER         27856   

DAVIES PHILLIP LLEWELYN PTE 4590 Killed in Action LLANBADARN 27857   

DAVIES JOHN A         27858   

HERBERT EDWARD CHARLES PTE 4628 Killed in Action BURGHILL 27859   

HOPE ERNEST WALTER PTE 4625 Killed in Action ROSS 27860   



HOLLAND THOMAS J         27861   

            27862   

HAYNES CHARLES EVELYN PTE 4640 Killed in Action DILWYN 27863   

KEDDLE J LCPL       27864   

LANCELEY JAMES PTE 4617 Killed in Action OSWESTRY 27865   

LOWE HENRY         27866   

LEWIS ALBERT BENJAMIN PTE 4630 Killed in Action LUGWARDINE 27867   

MOUND EDWARD PTE 4702 Killed in Action DUCKLOW 27868   

            27869   

PINCHES STANLEY WILLIAM PTE 4618 Killed in Action PEMBRIDGE 27870   

            27871   

PARTON ARTHUR DAVID PTE 4658     27872   

POWELL FREDERICK PTE 4594 Killed in Action GOODRICH 27873   

PHILLIPS HENRY E         27874   

ROBINSON CHARLES PTE 4600     27875   

            27876   

SMITH 
HERBERT GEORGE 
MARTIN 

PTE 4604 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27877   

TAYLOR FREDERICK D         27878   

VAUGHAN JOHN PTE 4603 Killed in Action LEOMINSTER 27879   

 

 

For durther information see the book – ‘Redan Rudge – The Last Stand’ (ISBN 978-0955247712) by local author Peter 

Weston 


