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1/25/22, 10:00 AM Gmail - RE: Sept 4 Meeting Petition

Mike Zubretsky
65 Chapman Beach Road

Westbrook, CT 06498
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1/26/22, 10:01 AM Gmail - Sending: BYLAWS REC'D 9-2-21 REV'D MPC 9-2-21 (02255850).doc

M G ma“ Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Sending: BYLAWS REC'D 9-2-21 REV'D MPC 9-2-21 (02255850).doc

1 message

Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com> Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 11:24 AM
To: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Bob; Attached are Bylaws with two suggested changes by me. One is in Art. lll, where | propose a new section 9 to make
clear beyond any question that “Petitions” for any purpose have to meet the statutory requirements for form and content.
The other is Art. |, section 7, “Voting.” | propose scrapping the existing (shown in blue) and replacing it with the language
in red. Please let me know if you need anything else for the meeting. Thanks. Hope you made it through last night's
storm OK.

Michael P. Carey

Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-At-Law

Firm Main Line: 860-442-4416: Direct Phone: 860-271-2268 Fax: 860-442-0495
mcarey@sswbgg.com Website: www.suismanshapiro.com

Address: 2 Union Plaza, Suite 200, P.O. Box 1591, New London, CT 06320

] BYLAWS REC'D 9-2-21 REV'D MPC 9-2-21 (02255850).doc
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Adopted 6/2/01

DISTRICT OF CHAPMAN BEACH
WESTBROOK, CONNECTICUT
BY - LAWS

PURPOSE OF THE DISTRICT

The District of Chapman Beach was established by its citizens, residents, and taxpayers to
promote and enhance a sense of awareness and responsibility for our community and its environment.
These By-Laws are intended to provide a framework to facilitate coming together and addressing issues,
challenges, and opportunities which we face in common with the acknowledgement that by working
together cooperatively we can achieve far more than we could on our own.

The District of Chapman Beach was established by the voters at a referendum on June 3, 2000.
The purpose and objectives of the District of Chapman Beach are (1) To construct and maintain roads,
walkways, crosswalks, drains, and sewers; (2) To appoint and employ watchmen and police officers; (3)
To acquire, construct, maintain, and regulate the use of recreational facilities; (4) To plan, lay out,
acquire, construct, reconstruct, repair, maintain, supervise, and manage a flood or erosion control
system; and (5) To collect garbage, ashes, and other refuse matter in any portion of such District and
provide for the disposal of such matter.

ARTICLE I
DIRECTORS

Section 1. NUMBER AND DETERMINATION/ELECTION/TERM OF OFFICE:
Except as otherwise provided in this Section, there shall be nine (9) directors. Each director shall be
elected at the annual meeting of the voters. Each duly elected and qualified person holding a
directorship shall be a director, and all of such directors at any given time shall collectively constitute
the Board of Directors. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the term of office of each director
shall be for three (3) years. In the event that the annual meeting of the voters is not held at the time
designated in these By-Laws, directors last elected shall hold over until their successors have been
elected and qualified. For the purpose of staggering the initial terms of the directors elected following
adoption of these By-Laws, three (3) directors shall be elected for a term of three (3) years, three (3)
directors shall be elected for a term of two (2) years, and three (3) directors shall be elected for a term of
one (1) year. Thereinafter, all terms will be for three (3) years with the exception that directors elected
to fill unexpired terms will only serve for the remainder of the unexpired terms they are filling

Section 2. DUTIES OF DIRECTORS/COMMITTEES: The business, property, and affairs of the
District shall be managed by the Board of Directors. In carrying out its duties, the Board of Directors
may, from time to time, (a) appoint committees consisting of directors and/or others, which shall report
to the Board of Directors; and (b) propose rules and regulations relating to the use of the District’s
property to the voter’s for enactment by ordinance. Any such rules and regulations so adopted shall be
posted on the District’s bulletin board.

Section 3. DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS. The Board of Directors may hold regular meetings at times that
it designates. The schedule of regular meetings may be established at the District annual meeting.
Special and emergency meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the President at any time.
All regular, special, and emergency meetings shall be open to the public, and noticc of such mectings
shall be provided to the public in accordance with applicable law. The Directors will meet no less than
four (4) times per year.

{102255850.D0C; v.}




image12.jpg
Section 4. NOTICE OF MEETINGS. Written or other notice of special meetings of the Board
of Directors shall be given to each director at least ten (10) days before the date therein designated for
such meeting, provided that no notice shall be necessary for the holding of any regular meeting of the
Board of Directors, if the time and place thereof has been fixed by resolution of the Board of Directors.
A written waiver of notice signed by a director entitled to such notice whether before or after the time of
the meeting, shall be equivalent to the giving of such notice. Attendance of a director at a meeting
without protest, prior to or at the commencement of the meeting, shall be deemed to be a waiver of
notice of such meeting.

Section 5. QUORUM. At any meeting of the Board of Directors, five (5) of the directors shall_
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. In the event of a lack of a quorum, the director or
directors present may adjourn the meeting to some future time, not less than five (5) nor more than thirty
(30) days later, and the Clerk shall thereupon give at least two (2) days oral or written notice of such
adjourned meeting to any director not present at such meeting.

Section 6. VOTING. [A Director. Officer or Board Member must recuse themselves from
participation in a particular matter where they have a vested personal interest. A Director cannot vote
one the action (i.e., abstain) and should remove himself/herself from the meeting when their issue comes
up for discussion.] At all meetings of the Board of Directors, each director shall be entitled to one (1)
vote. [No Director, Officer or Board Member of Chapman Beach shall make, participate in making or in
any way attempt to use their official position to influence a District of Chapman Beach decision in
which he/she knows or has reason to know he/she has a financial interest.] The act of a majority of the
directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Directors,
unless otherwise provided by law or by these By-Laws.

Section 6. VOTING. At all meetings of the Board of Directors, each director shall be entitled to
one (1) vote. The act of a majority of the directors present (in person or by telephone or other permitted
electronic means) at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Directors,
unless otherwise provided by law or by these By-Laws.

a. No member of the Board shall participate as a member of the Board in any business of the
Board in which he/she has a material financial interest or a personal interest.

i. For purposes of this Section, “material financial interest” means a financial

interest in a matter that would reasonably be expected to impair the objectivity of the
director when participating in Board action on the matter, and applies to such interests
whether their effect is direct or indirect (that is, by way of example, through a
business, relative, friend or associate). A director shall not be deemed to have a
material financial interest if any benefit or detriment will accrue to him/her as a
member of a business, profession, occupation or group to no greater extent than any
other member of such business, profession, occupation or group.

ii. For purposes of this Section, a “personal interest” is a blood or close personal
relationship with a person or entity directly involved in a meeting action item

b. A recused Director may not vote or participate in Board actions or deliberations on a matter

as to which she/he is disqualified, but retains the right to remain at the meeting and, if public
input is generally allowed, to speak on the matter as a voter/resident of the District only.
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c. In applying this Section, the Board shall be mindful that each director is an owner of property
in the District, and that the mere ownership of such property is not in and of itself a disqualifying
interest.

Section 7. VACANCIES. Any qualified voter may apply to fill a vacancy on the Board of
Directors. Any vacancy on the Board of Directors may be filled until the next annual meeting by a
majority vote of the voters at a special meeting or by a majority vote of the Board of Directors if a
special meeting is not called for that purpose.

Section 8. MINUTES. Minutes of annual and special meetings will be available within thirty
(30) days of such meetings and copies of such minutes mailed to each taxpayer with the next Annual
Meeting notice. A copy of such minutes shall be posted on the District bulletin board.

ARTICLE II
OFFICERS
Section 1. NUMBER AND TITLE. The officers of the District shall be:

1. President

2. Vice President

3.Cleilt

4. Treasurer
The officers shall be chosen from the members of the Board of Directors by vote of the voters present at
the Annual Meeting.

Section 2. TERM OF OFFICE. The officers of the District shall hold office until their
successors are duly elected at the next Annual Meeting. If a vacancy, other than the Presidency, occurs
before the next Annual Meeting, the Board of Directors will fill such vacancy from within the Board of
Directors by majority vote.

Section 3. DUTIES OF OFFICERS. The duties and powers of the officers of the District shall be as
follows:
PRESIDENT

The President shall be the chief executive officer of the District and shall be a member of the
Board of Directors. The President shall preside at all meetings of the District and at all meetings of the
Board of Directors. At all meetings where he or she presides, he or she shall vote only to dissolve a tie.
The President shall designate the duties devolving upon each of the nine directors, shall approve all bills
for payment by the Treasurer, and shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees and boards of the
District.

VICE PRESIDENT

The Vice President shall be a member of the Board of Directors and shall have all the authority,
power, and duties of the President whenever the President vacates his or her office, is absent, or from
any cause is unable to perform the duties of the office.

{102255850.D0C; v.}3
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CLERK
The Clerk shall be a member of the Board of Directors, shall keep a record of the minutes of all
meetings of the voters and of the directors of the District, and shall keep at all times a list of the voters
of the District.
TREASURER
The Treasurer shall be a member of the Board of Directors, shall have charge of the collection
and payment of all moneys of the District, under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the
Board of Directors, and shall prepare the annual operating and capital budget which shall be reviewed
by the Board of Directors and transmitted with the Board’s comments and recommendations to the
annual budget meeting of the District for adoption. The proposed annual operating and capital budget
will be mailed to the designated taxpayer of record thirty (30) days prior to the annual meeting of the
District.
ARTICLE IIT
MEETINGS OF VOTERS

Section 1. ANNUAL MEETING. The Annual Meeting of the District shall be held not less than
thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year at such time and place as determined by the
Board of Directors.

Section 2. BUDGET MEETING. Annually, not less than thirty (30) days prior to the beginning
of the fiscal year (which fiscal year shall begin on July 1 and shall end the following June 30), there
shall be a meeting of the Voters of the District for the purpose of adopting the annual budget, laying the
tax, and fixing the tax rate. Unless a special meeting is called for such purpose, the budget meeting shall
take place at the Annual Meeting of the District.

Section 3. SPECIAL MEETINGS. Special meetings of the District may be called on the
application of ten per cent (10%) of the total number of persons qualified to vote in the meeting of the
District, or twenty (20) of the voters of the District, whichever is less, or by the President or any three
Directors upon giving notice as hereinafter provided. Any special meeting called on the application of
the voters shall be held within twenty-one days after receiving such application.

Section 4. NOTICE. Notice of the holding of the annual meeting and all special meetings shall
be given by publication of a notice of such meetings in a newspaper having a general circulation in the
District at least ten days before the day of such meetings, signed by the President or any three directors,
which notice shall designate the time and place of such meetings and the business to be transacted
thereat.

Scction 5. QUORUM / ADJOURNMENT. No fewer than fifteen (15) voters of the District
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the District; and if fifteen (15)
voters are not present at such meeting from time to time, the President of the District or in his or her
absence, the Vice President, may adjourn such meeting until at least fifteen (15) voters are present. All
meetings of the District where a quorum is present may be adjourned from time to time by a vote of a

majority of voters voting on the question.
Section 6. METHOD OF VOTING. Voting at any meeting of the District may be by voice vote,

provided that, upon the vote of a majority of those voting, any question may be submitted to vote by
paper ballot at such meeting, which ballots shall be prepared by the Clerk.

{102255850.D0C; v.}4
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Section 7. REFERENDUM. Ten per cent (10%) of the total number of persons qualified to vote
in the meeting of the District may petition the Clerk, in writing, at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to
any meeting, requesting that any item or items on the call of such meeting be submitted to the persons
qualified to vote in such meeting not less than seven nor more than fourteen days thereafter, on a day to
be set by the District meeting or, if the District meeting does not set a day, by the Board of Directors, for
a vote by paper ballots, during the hours between twelve o’clock noon and eight o’clock p.m., except
that the District may, by vote of its Board of Directors, provide for an earlier hour for opening the polls,
but not earlier than six o’clock a.m. The paper ballots shall be provided by the Clerk. When such a
petition has been filed with the Clerk, the President, after completion of other business and after
reasonable discussion, shall adjourn such meeting and order such votes on such item or items in
accordance with the petition, and any item so voted may be rescinded in the same manner. The Clerk
shall phrase such item or items in a form suitable for printing on such paper ballots._

Section 8. VOTERS. For clarification purposes, a voter is defined as any Elector of the Town of
Westbrook who resides within the boundaries of the District of Chapman Beach and any citizen of the
age of eighteen (18) years or more who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Westbrook for not
less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) of tax assessments on real estate properties located within the
District of Chapman Beach as of the last completed grand list of the Town of Westbrook.

Section 9. PETITIONS. No petition submitted under this Chapter I1I shall be valid and of effect unless
it complies with the requirements, including those for form and content, contained in Connecticut
General Statutes §§ 7-9 and 7-327(a)._

ARTICLE IV
REVENUES, BUDGETING, FINANCING, AND EXPENDITURES

Section 1. REVENUES. The revenues of the District will be generated by a tax based on the net
assessed values of the real estate properties located within the District of Chapman Beach as stated on
the record of the Town of Westbrook. The tax year will be a fiscal year commencing on July 1 and
ending the following year on June 30. The tax rate will be determined and fixed based on the operating
and capital budgets approved by the District. The annual tax will be billed out in June for the following
fiscal year. The collection of the tax will be on an annual basis. Any tax bill not paid within thirty (30)
days of the due date shall be subject to liens and penalties. All monies collected, generated, or gifted
will be placed in the general fund until allocated for spending in accordance with established budgetary
procedures. ;

Section 2. FINANCING. The Capital Budget of the District will include major projects of a
capital nature that may require long-term financing and be limited to the construction and maintenance
of roads, crosswalks, and storm drains; the appointment and employment of watchmen or police
officers; the acquisition, construction, maintenance, supervision and management of flood and erosion
control systems, and the collection of garbage, ashes, and all other refuse matter and the provision for
the disposal of such matter. At the time of the presentation of the Capital Budget for approval by the
voters, a description of the project, scope of work, estimated cost and financing needs will be included.
Upon approval of the project, the Board of Directors will proceed to obtain financing, sign contracts,
incur any obligation, and make any expenditure required in accordance with the budget and applicable
law.

{102255850.DOC; v.} 5
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Section 3. EXPENDITURES. The approval by the District of the Operating and Capital
Budgets is the legal basis and authorization required by the Board to proceed in the implementation of
the budgets. Contracts and any other commitments shall be approved by the Board, and by the voters
when required by law, and shall require the signature of (1) the President or Vice President and (2) the
Clerk. Competitive bids shall be obtained for contracts or obligations in excess of five thousand dollars
(85,000.00).

Section 4. NON-BUDGETED EXPENDITURES. Contracts or obligations involving
emergency expenditures of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) may be made by the Board of
Directors without special authorization of the District.

Section 5. AUDITS. The Board of Directors shall appoint an audit committee of three (3)
District members, none of whom shall be members of the Board, to audit the District books every other
fiscal year or upon a change in the District Treasurer and/or Tax Collector, or as required by long term
financing.

ARTICLE V ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF THE BY-LAWS

The District may adopt these By-Laws, may amend or repeal one or more provisions of these
By-Laws, or may adopt new By-Law provisions at any time or from time to time, by affirmative vote of
a majority of the Voters present and eligible to vote at a meeting of the District.

ARTICLE VI
GOVERNING LAW / CONFLICTS / SEVERABILITY

THE DISTRICT OF CHAPMAN BEACH WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER, DERIVES ITS
AUTHORITY FROM, AND IS GOVERNED BY SECTIONS 7-324 THROUGH 7-329 OF THE
CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES, AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME. IN THE EVENT
THAT ANY PROVISION OF THESE BY-LAWS CONFLICTS WITH SUCH STATUTORY
PROVISIONS OR OTHER APPLICABLE CONNECTICUT LAW, SUCH STATUTORY
PROVISIONS OR ANY OTHER CONNECTICUT LAW SHALL PREVAIL. Any provisions of these
By-Laws which so conflict shall be severable from and shall not affect the validity of other provisions of
these By-Laws.

*Adopted: Vote of property owners at Annual Meeting, June 2, 2001.

*Revision 1: Annual Meeting May 31, 2003; Article 11, Section 1. Date of Annual Meeting changed to
comply with State of Connecticut Statutes

* Revision 2: Annual Meeting May 22, 2010: Article [, Sec. 2 Duties Directors/Committees: Article I,
Section 5 Quorum: Article TV, Sec.5 Audits: Article V Adoption and Amendments to Bylaws

1102255850.D0C; v.}6
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1/25/22, 10:04 AM Gmail - 4 DAY RESPONSE TO FOI REQUESTS

M Gma" Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>
4 DAY RESPONSE TO FOI REQUESTS

1 message

Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 1:02 PM

To: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Bob: Please forward me (again?) the FOI request you said the Board received at the end of last week. | would say,
before | see it, that a 4 day response can usually say something as generic as:

“On FILL IN DATE we received the requests for records under the FOIA you made by your email/letter/note
DATED. We have begun the search for any responsive, non-exempt records, and reasonably expect that the
search and review process will take ???? days/weeks. Thank you for your consideration.”

Of course, if within 4 days of receipt you know you have nothing or that anything you know you have is exempt, you
can say that in the 4 day response. The key is to get something to the requestor in writing within that time.

Michael P. Carey

Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-At-Law

Firm Main Line: 860-442-4416: Direct Phone: 860-271-2268 Fax: 860-442-0495
mcarey@sswbgg.com Website: www.suismanshapiro.com

Address: 2 Union Plaza, Suite 200, P.O. Box 1591, New London, CT 06320

Arsrneys A Lo

From: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 5:09 AM

To: Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com>

Subject: Fwd: A message from your Chapman Beach contact form.

Good morning Mike

Can you give me some guidance on whether we can do as Paul suggests?
Thanks ‘

Bob

Robert E. Alger, P.E., Dist. M.ASCE

860-558-1046
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-{%3A1710353902568987417%7Cmsg-f%3A1710353902568... 1/8
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From: Paul McGill <pdmcgill@snet.net>

Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 2:36 AM

To: Hotmail

Cc: Robert Alger; Damian Ranelli; Andrew Calderoni; Brian Gooley; Pete Potter; John Johl; Frank Giuliano
Subject: Re: A message from your Chapman Beach contact form.

Thanks, George for identifying uncivil behavior and taking an approach to resolve any future conflicts.

Let's look at what has transpired since my July letter, which cleared up any misconceptions about websites and
solicitations. In my opinion, this letter would agitate anyone whose purpose would be to deceive the public. Otherwise, it
should have been accepted for what it was, which was clarification of purpose, and was by an overwhelming majority of
our neighbors.

The two people who have reacted most negatively since then, the Kumnick sons, have been the one constant at both
recent meetings creating uncivil, vulgar, disruptive and harassing behavior. There’s a lot of this they instigated during the
Members meeting that hasn't been mentioned because it was overshadowed by their tirade at the end of the meeting.

Bob is conferring with our attorney to see what rights we have regarding expelling them from future meetings. | will
support the Board majority, but | don't see their behavior changing. They are punks working to disrupt and stop the Board
from being successful. This pattern has been established.

If we find out we have the authority to expel the Kumnick sons from future meetings, my recommendation is for the
attorney to send them a certified letter stating this.

Best,

Paul

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 7, 2021, at 9:05 PM, Hotmail <georgezinser@hotmail.com> wrote:

In thinking about the outrageous behavior after the meeting, | thought about how to diffuse the situation,
and work to return our neighborhood to some semblance of civility. Assuming that this was a one off
incident that escalated to a place where no one wanted to be. Suggest sending one registered letter from
the BoD to both Kumnick and Diaz, saying we are a community living together in a vacation location,
wanting to improve our quality of life, outbursts like Sat are unacceptable to members of our community
and should not be displayed at any community gathering. We expect all of our members to treat each other
with the respect that they expect in return, even if they are not friends or don't like each other. We should
demand that they respect the rest of the community when they are at our meetings, and act accordingly.
Hopefully we can get them to realize that their behavior is embarrassing to themselves and others.

Thanks Frank, for quick thinking and working hard to cool everyone off. Hopefully, there will be a
“something extra” in your BoD pay this month.

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591 b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-{%3A171035390256898741 7%7Cmsg-{%3A1710353902568... 2/8
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Thoughts?

George

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 7, 2021, at 7:58 AM, Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com> wrote:

| am following up as their is a statute that allows us to "kick" unruly behavior out of a meeting,
more to follow

Bob

Robert E. Alger, P.E., Dist M.ASCE
(860) 558-1046

On Tue, Sep 7, 2021 at 7:25 AM Paul McGill <pdmcgill@snet.net> wrote:

We need to make sure we have control to mute and not be unmuted and to kick people out
of remote viewing of our BOD meeting. | will have zero tolerance and if we can't, will
adjourn the meeting.

Thanks
Paul

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 7, 2021, at 6:15 AM, Damian Ranelli <damianranelli@aol.com>
wrote:

Paul,

I did witness Tim Kumnick spit in Mr. Dias direction during the meeting.
Both Kumnick “children”(Tim and Steve) we’re sitting about 5 feet away from
Mr. Dias. When they disagreed with Mr Dias’s comment ,they yelled
obscenities at him. Telling him to shut the “F... up Old man “ ’F... You” , then
Tim kumnick who was sitting closest to Mr. Dias turned in his direction and
spit at Mr. Dias’s feet. Mr Dias , (who is a disabled veteran), appeared to be
threatened by their aggressive verbal and physical threat to commit a
possible assault. | believe the Kumnicks behavior constitutes a hate crime
and should be closely monitored if not reported.

Steven Kumnick’s attempt to write a narrative that miss leads the
members away from the abhorent behavior of his two sons is disingenuous.
Mr Kumnick’s (senior) dog whistle about golf carts is a disgusting effort to
take away a handicapped persons means of transportation. It is clear that Mr

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1710353902568987417%7Cmsg-{%3A1710353902568... 3/8
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Kumnick is trying to harm Mr. Dias because of his handicap via public
opinion.

Thankfully you and Frank were there to quail the situation and prevent any
harm to Mr. Dias .

Damian

On Sep 6, 2021, at 2:11 PM, Paul McGill <pdmcgill@snet.net>
wrote:

What | heard and saw were the Kumnick sons chasing Jack
and yelling swears at he,Marlin and Cindy Gilander. If Frank
hadn’t been there to diffuse the situation and | stepped in to
even the odds they would've attacked Jack. | firmly believe
this.

The only thing | saw Jack do was drive over their lawn after
picking up the ladies, but it did not warrant the response by the
Kumnick’s, calling the ladies “Fucking Cunts,” among other
things.

As a matter of fact, Judy saw the black haired Kumnick spit in
Jack’s direction during the meeting.

We need to find out what we can do legally to keep them away
from our meetings. They have twice in a row been disruptive,
unruly and created public harassment. We as a Board have
some responsibility to curtail this behavior before someone
gets hurt.

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 6, 2021, at 1:24 PM, Andrew Calderoni
<andrewm.Calderoni@outlook.com> wrote:

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy
smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

From: Chapman Beach <notice@godaddy.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 2021, 10:49 AM
To: andrewm.calderoni@outlook.com

Subject: A message from your Chapman Beach
contact form.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-{%3A171 0353902568987417%7Cmsg-f%3A1710353902568... 4/8
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Chapman Be
ach

has received
a new
message.

Name
Stephen Kumnick

Email
kumnick854@gmail.com

REQUEST

| am writing to thank Director
Giuliano for attempting to intercede
in an incident that occurred after
the meeting yesterday
(09/04/2021).

John Dias (20 Fox St.) had parked
a golf cart, prior to the meeting,
near the Waldron Bench. During
the meeting Dias was apparently
disagreeing with others and called
on people to come and fight him.
His requests for mutual combat
were ignored.

After the meeting he continued his
challenging Tim Kumnick to come

5/8
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and fight him. The requests were
again declined. His handlers
appeared to calm him and then led
him to his cart.

He started up his golf cart and
drove directly onto our family
property at 85 Chapman Av. where
we had to clear a path as he drove
westerly beside our front porch
(about 1-2 feet from porch proper).
This was despite Dias being told to
get off of the property. He stopped
the golf cart beside a group of us
and spit at the feet of Tim Kumnick.

Before any reaction or action
against to this vile behavior,
Director Giuliano immediately
stepped up and told us that what
Dies had done was wrong and
ensured that Dias drove off. Mr.
Giuliano said he saw the trespass
but did not see anyone spit. There
are several witnesses to the
incident including at least one non-
family neighbor.

As you may be aware, this is not
the first incident involving Mr. Dias
and potential violence at Chapman
Beach. However, my question is:

Does the District allow golf carts on
District Roads, Rights of Way or
other common property?

By statute they, are unregisterable
in the state of Connecticut, but
towns may allow them on certain
roads under certain conditions and
with specific safety equipment. |
have sent a request to the town to
see if they allow carts pursuant to
CGS 14-300g.

| am unaware of any statutory
provisions that would allow an
operator to use a handicapped
placard on an unregistered vehicle,
not that one was displayed on the
Dias cart. | would also like to say
that Dias drove his cart onto a lawn
area and NOT onto any marked
roadway or pathway when he
arrived at the meeting. If carts were
allowed, he, theoretically, could
have parked on the 1st Av ROW
and then walked to the meeting
site, which appears to be similarly
distanced from where he did park.

| understand you do not have
control or responsibility for Mr.
Dias' actions (especially spitting at
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people during a pandemic)
however allowing him to continue
to operate an unregistered golf cart
on district roads and property is
probably not safe for the district in
a liability sense.

Device
desktop

Language
en-US

Submitted from
Contact

Reply to this email to respond.

This message came from your website contact form,
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/6ec30881/
x8PFofeqfkqWZHiAlxgScA?u=http:
/lchapmanbeach.org/.

Sent via Websites + Marketing

Links contained in this email have been replaced. If you click on a link in the email above, the link will be analyzed for
known threats. If a known threat is found, you will not be able to proceed to the destination. If suspicious content is
detected, you will see a warning.
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Suisman Shapiro
Attorneys-At-Law
SUITE 200, 2 UNION PLAZA
P.0. BOX 1591

NEW LONDON, CT. 06320

Client: 29318 (860);442:4416

Matter: 80975
Date : 01/24/2022
Invoice: 218790

District of Chapman Beach
C/O Robert Alger

P.O. Box 356

Westbrook, CT 06498
Attention: reapsu@gmail.com.

DUE AND PAYABLE UPONRECEIPT | Please make checks payable to Suisman Shapiro
District of Chapman Beach Date: 1/24/22
RE: General Invoice: 218790

For Professional Services Rendered and Costs Advanced

Date Professional Services Hours Amount
07/23/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Attend meeting with Mr. Alger, Mr. Potter and 3.00 0.00
Mr. Calderoni; tour the site; follow-up (NO CHARGE)
08/05/21 RAYMOND L. BARIBEAULT: Telephone conference with client 0.30 49.50
Andrew Calderoni - re Chapman Beach association taxing district
collections
v/ 08/16/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memorandum to Mr. 4.00 660.00
Alger By WS,VH'NS Refue P i, Frcebamk,Website
08/17/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Follow-up re domain names, title to websites 0.20 33.00
08/26/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Review of emails received from and telecom 0.40 66.00
to Mr. Algar
08/27/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memorandum to Mr. 0.70 115.50
Alger
08/31/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memorandum to Mr. 0.20 33.00
Alger
v/ 09/01/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memorandum to Mr. 1.40 231.00
Alger; look at possible Bylaws revisions Pzfi+0
v/ 09/02/21 MICHAEL P. CAREY: Follow-up re suggested changes to Bylaws 2.00 330.00

and email same to Mr. Alger ‘Byh,,,s

** Continued on next page **
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District of Chapman Beach

01/24/2022
Page 2

09/06/21
v/ 09/08/21
09/16/21
09/18/21
09/28/21
09/29/21
10/02/21

10/03/21
10/14/21
v/ 10/15/21

v 10117121

10/18/21
v’ 10127121

10/28/21

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Telephone conference with and review emails
from Mr. Alger re Members' information meeting; follow-up
MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memoranda to Mr. Aiger
re FOI request responses  FolA , Teeshirts

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Review of emails and questions to be
answered

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Legal Research: Eligible voters in District
matters

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Legal Research re rights of various legal
entities and persons to vote at District meetings

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Legal Research re rights of various legal
entities to vote at District meetings

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Review of law and procedures for owning and
protecting domain names

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Follow-up domain name issues

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Legal Research

MICHAEL P. CAREY: File review/follow-up/prepare advices on
various issues Voting , Meedtne), Byliuwss, \Voting  Domand rine.
MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memoranda to Mr. Alger
re various issues iz

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Follow-up

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Preparation of e-mail memorandum to Mr.

Alger re responses to requests for public records requests per FOIA

MICHAEL P. CAREY: Prepare form for petitions to District BOD;
follow-up several pending issues

TOTAL Hours and Fees

Client: 29318
Matter: 60975
Invoice: 218790

TOTAL Current Fees
TOTAL Current Costs

1.60 264.00
0.80 132.00
0.60 99.00
0.20 33.00
1.60 264.00
0.30 49.50
1.80 297.00
0.20 33.00
0.60 99.00
4.80 792.00
5.90 973.50
0.80 132.00
0.80 132.00
210 346.50
34.30 5,164.50
$5,164.50

$0.00

$5,164.50

Current Invoice Due
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M Gmall Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>
RE: CHAPMAN BEACH TAXING DISTRICT LEGAL ISSUES

1 message

Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com> Mon, Aug 16, 2021 at 12:52 PM

To: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Bob: Following are my answers and comments on pending legal issues:

1. BYLAWS REVISIONS

a. Art. |, section 3, Directors Meetings. Inserted language is legally satisfactory as to
attendance and participation by Directors.

b. Art. |, section 6, Voting. The terms “vested personal interest” and “financial interest” are
unduly and perhaps impermissibly vague, especially “vested personal interest.” “Vested” is a legal
term of art for many purposes, but | am not sure it is being used in that way here. Perhaps
examples of each type of interest should be added, e.g., a personal interest is a blood or close
personal relationship with a person involved in a meeting action item. In addition, it is not clear
whether a financial interest is intended to require recusal, or that the consequences for each
type of disqualifying interest are the same. Finally, consider adding that while a recused Director
retains the right to speak in his/her own behalf on a matter as to which she/he is disqualified, it
shall be as a voter/resident of the District only, and the disqualified person may not participate in
the Board’s deliberations in any way.

2. MUST THE ASSOCIATION PROVIDE FOR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE BY VOTERS AT DISTRICT MEETINGS?

No. Per Public Act 21-2 of the June 2021 Special Session, section 149(a), a copy of which is attached, a
public agency may hold entirely in-person meetings, but may also at its discretion choose to hold an
entirely virtual or a “hybrid” meeting. This provision is in effect until April 30, 2022,

3. MAY THE ASSOCIATION LEVY ASSESSMENTS ON PROPERTIES TO WHICH IT PROVIDES REFUSE
COLLECTION?

It appears the answer is “No,” at least if the intent is to assess for refuse collections the same way a
property might be “assessed” its share of the costs of a public improvement. Connecticut General
Statutes section 7-328(a) expressly allows assessments on “property specially benefited by ..
{construction by the District of a] drain, sewer, sidewalk, curb or gutter and the balance of such costs
shall be paid from the general funds of the district....” The statute also allows assessments for the costs
of flood prevention, climate resilience and erosion control systems.... and the “the cost of maintenance of
water quality in in a lake....” The absence of reference to “refuse collection” strongly suggests that

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1708269511886184808%7Cmsg-f%3A1708269511886...  1/3
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benefit assessments may not be made for those services. That said, my partner, Ray Baribeault, might
be able to give you guidance more readily than | can as to procedures for billing and collecting bills for
refuse collection. | will ask him to do so.

4, PETITION

a. The petition | have seen, which makes six proposals, appears to be inadequate as to form.
General Statutes section 7-327a sets out the formal requirements of a petition to a District,
including the following, with which the form given to me does not comply:

i such petition shall be on a form prescribed or approved by the clerk of such
district,

ii. each page of such petition shall contain a statement, signed under penalties
of false statement, by the person who circulated the same, setting forth such
circulator's name and address, and stating that each person whose name, appears on
said page signed the same in person in the presence of such circulator, that the
circulator either knows each such signer or that the signer satisfactorily identified
himself to the circulator and that all the signatures on said page were obtained not

earlier than six months prior to the filing of said petition,

iii. any page of a petition which does not contain such a statement by the
circulator shall be invalid,

iv. no petition shall be valid for any action for a vote by the voters at any regular
or special district meeting unless such petition shall be circulated by a person resident

or eligible to vote in such district.

b. Proposals 1, 2 and 4 are discussed above.

c. Proposals 3 and 5. | have not located legal authority for or against either of these, but on
balance | think they may be adopted in Bylaws. Their wisdom is a policy issue.

d. The first three paragraphs of Proposal 6 are unnecessary and in my view ought not to be
added to Bylaws. Nor should the paragraph about “public participation.” To begin, | do not think
the District has to open its meetings to inut from the “public,” as opposed to elegible voters.
Second, provisions like this are proably better stated in rules of procedure separate from the
Bylaws.

5. FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE OWNERSHIHP ISSUES

| have asked Ray Baribeault to help me with these matters also, as he has some insights as to IT, moe than
I do.

Michael P. Carey

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=334083591b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1708269511886184808%7Cmsg-{%3A1708269511886...  2/3
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M Gm a" Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

RE: Sept 4 Meeting Petition

1 message

Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 10:32 AM
To: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

Bob:

As you and | have discussed, the petition pages you sent via the email below appear to be inadequate as to
form. General Statutes section 7-327a sets out the formal requirements of a petition to a District, including the
following, which the submission lacks:

i such petition shall be on a form prescribed or approved by the clerk of such
district,

ii. each page of such petition shall contain a statement, signed under penalties
of false statement, by the person who circulated the same, setting forth such
circulator's name and address, and stating that each person whose name, appears on
said page signed the same in person in the presence of such circulator, that the
circulator either knows each such signer or that the signer satisfactorily identified
himself to the circulator and that all the signatures on said page were obtained not

earlier than six months prior to the filing of said petition,

i any page of a petition which does not contain such a statement by the
circulator shall be invalid,

iv. no petition shall be valid for any action for a vote by the voters at any regular
or special district meeting unless such petition shall be circulated by a person resident
or eligible to vote in such district.

Michael P. Carey

Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-At-Law

Firm Main Line: 860-442-4416: Direct Phone: 860-271-2268 Fax: 860-442-0495

mcarey@sswbgg.com Website: www.suismanshapiro.com

Address: 2 Union Plaza, Suite 200, P.O. Box 1591, New London, CT 06320

[———ry-

From: Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 2:18 PM
To: Michael Carey <mcarey@sswbgg.com>
Subject: Fwd: Sept 4 Meeting Petition

Hi Mike,

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=33408359 1b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1 709086603834651308%7Cmsg-{%3A1709710275139...  1/3
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Please take a look at this email and simply advise me as to whether or not it is legal? Second, please make the simple
changes to the bylaws that you recommend so that we can read these to the members at the upcoming meeting on
September 4th at 10am? Can you get this done in time?

Thanks,

Bob

Robert E. Alger, P.E., Dist. M.ASCE
(860) 558-1046

--mmm----- Forwarded message ---------

From: Mike Zubretsky <zubretskybeach@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Aug 25, 2021 at 1:19 PM

Subject: Sept 4 Meeting Petition

To: Paul McGill <pdmcgill@snet.net>, Andrew Calderoni <Andrewm.Calderoni@outlook.com>, Damian Ranelli
<damianranelli@aol.com>, John Johl <jhjohi@gmail.com>, Brian Gooley <bgooleycb@gmail.com>, Pete Potter
<beach0357@gmail.com>, Frank Giuliano <giulf1219@gmail.com>, George Zinser <georgezinser@hotmail.com>,
Robert Alger <reapsu@gmail.com>

August 24, 2021

To:
Paul McGill, President, District of Chapman Beach
Board of Directors of Chapman Beach,

Delivered by hand to the Clerks Residence, email submission to all directors

Dear Paul,

Attached please find a duly executed petition from 29 eligible voters of the District of Chapman Beach with regard to the agenda at
the upcoming Special Meeting of the Membership that you have called for September 4, 2021.

These items are considered of the utmost importance of the undersigned members. By petition we believe these items shall
constitute valid agenda items for discussion, debate and if appropriate, voting at the meeting on September 4, 2021

In accordance with our Bylaws Article Il Section 3, notice by a sufficient number of qualified members has been given.

We appreciate your assistance in assuring that these agenda items be added to the first part of the meeting agenda.

On behalf of the petitioners,
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