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Chris Butler grew up just north of Remington, 
not five miles from the Rappahannock River, and 
he always liked to fish. But to reach the bass-rich 
runs and riffles of the Rappahannock he would 
have to ask local landowners if he could cross their 
property. Without their consent, there was no way 
locals could fish, swim or canoe in the river.

Two new boat launches 
could be ready by summer

By Coy Ferrell
times staFF Writer

There were few people happi-
er than 98-year-old Edna Kidwell 
on Thursday. Kidwell, originally 
from Amissville, has lived at The 
Oaks in Warrenton for 12 years. 
On Feb. 11, she received the first 
dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cine at the door of her apartment, 
thanks to the efforts of Fauquier 
County paramedics. 

She was all smiles and spread 
her arms theatrically with 
a laugh. “Wow! Wasn’t that 
great?” she exclaimed after EMT 
Peter Josendale gave her the shot. 
Born in 1922 just after the 1918 
influenza pandemic swept across 
the globe, Kidwell has lived 
through polio epidemics, a world 
war and a cold war – and now, 
another major pandemic. 

A reporter remarked it was 
great to see her smile. “That’s 
what I do all the time!” she re-
sponded. 

The more than 200 doses that 
were administered Thursday to 
residents of four over-55 com-
munities -- The Oaks, Warren-
ton Manor Apartments, Moffett 
Manor and Mintbrook Senior 

Apartments -- had originally 
been slated to be used at a clin-
ic in a vacant storefront next to 
Home Goods. That clinic was 
postponed by a few days be-
cause of the snow in the forecast, 
but Chief Darren Stevens of the 
Fauquier County Fire, Rescue 
and Emergency Management 

said he wanted to make sure 
those doses were used Thursday 
anyway. 

He and others came up with 
the idea of reaching out to re-
tirement communities, going 
door-to-door to vaccinate resi-
dents. 
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Fauquier paramedics go door to 
door to vaccinate elderly residents

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Peter Josendale, a Fauquier County paramedic, vaccinates Edna 
Kidwell, 98, at The Oaks Feb. 11.

After years of waiting, 
residents may soon float 
the Rappahannock River

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Supervisor Chris Butler (Lee District) stands on the 
banks of the Rector Tract in Remington, the future 
site of a canoe/kayak launch on the Rappahannock 
River. The Norfolk Southern Railroad bridge flanks 
the property. 

See RIVER, page 8See VACCINES, page 2
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By Coy Ferrell
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Jaden Staples, 19, and Antonio Ogburn, 19, 
both of Woodstock, Virginia were each sentenced 
to life in prison Tuesday in the Jan. 8, 2020 mur-
der of Fabian Sosa in Warrenton. The two men, 
who are cousins, both moved to Virginia from 
Detroit in late 2019.

Along with two other defendants, Emily Race, 
20, and Alexander Golden, 19, Staples and Og-
burn pleaded guilty in October to first-degree 

murder and conspiracy to commit robbery in con-
nection with the murder, which left the 27-year-
old Fabian Sosa dead and two other residents of 
the apartment severely injured. Race and Golden 
are each scheduled to be sentenced April 12.

The four defendants, all of whom were room-
mates in a Woodstock townhome at the time of 
the murder, signed a proffer of facts as part of 
their pleas that described Race as the instigator 
of a plan to rob the residents of a Jackson Street 
apartment – where Race had lived briefly in 2019 

-- of cash and illegal drugs. 
In the proffer of facts, Ogburn admitted to be-

ing the individual to shoot Fabian Sosa twice in 
the back as he slept.  

Staples was the first of the defendants to shoot, 
according to the document, confronting Fabian 
Sosa’s 23-year-old brother in the kitchen of the 
apartment and shooting him seven times. The 
younger Sosa, who testified at each sentencing 

Staples, Ogburn sentenced to life in prison in murder of Fabian Sosa

See SENTENCING, page 7
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Staff Reports 
Lord Fairfax Community College will change 

its name after 50 years in operation, choosing 
to find a more culturally inclusive moniker. The 
college’s leaders have tasked a group of students, 
faculty, staff, alumni, donors and board members 
to work with communities to come up with a new 
name. The taskforce expects to have a name to 
consider by this summer, according to a press re-
lease from Sally Voth, public relations coordina-
tor at Lord Fairfax. 

The name Lord Fairfax was chosen in 1969 – a 
year before the college opened. The original col-
lege board chose the name in part for its link to 
the region’s colonial history. The name also add-
ed consistency because the local planning district 

commission had recently adopted the name Lord 
Fairfax Planning District Commission.  

Thomas, the 6th Lord Fairfax, was born in 
England, and would ultimately hold more than 5 
million acres from Virginia’s Northern Neck to 
near what is now Pittsburgh. He would become a 
friend of George Washington, although his loyal-
ties lay with the British during the Revolutionary 
War.  

Lord Fairfax – like many large landowners at 
the time – owned enslaved workers. 

In July 2020, the State Board for Community 
Colleges passed a resolution asking all commu-
nity colleges in Virginia to review their names to 
ensure the names reflected the modern-day val-
ues of the organizations. Following six months of 
study, focus group discussions and the results of 

a brand research study, the LFCC College Board 
voted on Feb. 4 to change the name of Lord Fair-
fax Community College. 

According to the press release, when LFCC 
President Kim Blosser shared the board’s deci-
sion with faculty and staff on Feb. 4, she said, 

When he ran for county supervi-
sor in 2016, Butler, now 52, pledged 
to end that frustrating practice. 
“You’ve got all these miles of river-
bank that run through Fauquier, and 
we had hardly any public access,” 
he said. Yet even after his election, 
it took four more years to get a pub-
lic park on the river near Warrenton, 
and there is yet to be a boat launch in 
Remington where he now lives.

For those like Butler who want 
to see more access to the Rappah-
annock, two events this month hold 
promise.  

The first was the Feb. 2 release of 
a draft parks and recreation master 
plan. It lists access to the Rappah-
annock as one of the county’s high-
est recreation priorities, along with 
more paths and walking trails. 

The other, announced last week, 
was the receipt by the Piedmont En-
vironmental Council of a $20,000 
grant to pay for a canoe and kayak 
launch at Remington. Together with 
the creation of Riverside Preserve 
near Waterloo -- Fauquier’s first park 
with river access -- the prospect of 
paddlers, swimmers and fishermen 
enjoying the river this summer is 
nearing reality.

The Parks, Recreation, and Open 
Space Master Plan draft was devel-
oped by the county working with a 
Charlottesville firm, Land Planning 
and Design Associates. The draft 
goes to the parks and recreation 
board for approval on March 1, and 
then to the board of supervisors. It 
will guide the county’s choices -- 
and spending -- for recreation.

Based on surveys and other input, 
the plan lists the county’s recreation 
needs and ways to satisfy them. 
Among the highest priorities cited is 
access to water, especially the Rap-
pahannock River, 55 miles of which 
forms the western boundary of Fau-
quier County; and yet its banks are 
privately owned. 

“River access is the greatest un-
met need in the county,” the docu-
ment states, offering these reme-
dies:  “There should be at least two 
canoe/kayak launches constructed 
along the Rappahannock River. Ide-

ally, these sites would be located to 
provide a put-in and take-out for a 
Rappahannock Blueway [waterway] 
Trail.” 

Fortuitously, the county took a 
big step in this direction when in 
late 2018 a local landowner donated 
200 acres fronting on the river near 
Waterloo, seven miles west of War-
renton, for a park. Riverside Pre-
serve has parking and allows foot 
access to the river to swim, fish or 
carry in canoes. But for those who 
would start paddling there, the clos-
est downstream takeout point is Kel-
ly’s Ford in Culpeper County, nearly 
25 miles downstream. 

As the Riverside Preserve was 
being built, the county also began 
eyeing another parcel it owned on 
the river just outside of Remington 
known as the Rector Tract. The Rec-
tor Tract is adjacent to a planned park 
at the Remington Station Battlefield, 
which had been deemed a difficult 
site for a boat launch because of its 
high banks. But the Rector Tract 
might work, Butler thought.  

Upon his election, Butler began 
pushing a plan to build a canoe and 
kayak ramp there, but it proved to 
be a slog. “It was very hard to chip 
through the layers of government,” 
he said. Numerous agencies needed 
to approve, including the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resourc-

es, which finally gave a thumbs-up 
last July. Other hurdles included 
a just-finished archeological sur-
vey and approval of the boat ramp 
plans by the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources. In addition, the 
county last year froze all but essen-
tial spending due to COVID. 

But Maggi Blomstrom, a con-
servation initiative coordinator at 
the PEC, was pursuing a grant from 
the Virginia Environmental Endow-
ment for the Remington canoe and 
kayak slide. Last week the grant for 
$20,000 was announced. County 
Parks Director Gary Rzepecki said 
he expected that the structure could 
be built for close to that amount, es-
pecially if local businesses donate 
construction materials to the cause. 
Friends of the Rappahannock has 
given the county $6,000 toward the 
boat ramp’s design, and will donate 
$2,000 worth of trees to the site, plus 
thousands of dollars more in signs, 
water trail maps and educational 
materials. Rzepecki and Butler said 
that if the wildlife resources depart-
ment moves quickly, the ramp could 
be built by May or June.

And while there is not yet a boat 
slide at Riverside Preserve, that 
project is moving along smoothly 
too.  Rzepecki said its plans are now 
under review by the state wildlife re-
sources. With a donation of $4,000 
from Friends of the Rappahannock 

and the possibility of others, con-
struction could be finished by April. 
So by this summer, both launches 
could be operating.

When the Remington launch is 
ready, canoeists and kayakers could 
put in there and float down to Kelly’s 
Ford, a five-mile trip. But upstream, 
the distance from the Riverside Pre-
serve to Remington, will be a lot lon-
ger, more than a one-day voyage. So, 
county officials are in talks with the 
owners of Fauquier Springs Country 
Club to see if they would support 
river access and a boat launch at 
their golf course there. That would 
give boaters who launch at Riverside 
Preserve a five-mile float.    

In the meantime, Butler is delight-
ed that the Remington boat launch is 
so close to completion. “I promised 
my constituents that I was going to 
work on it among other things, but 
I gave it my all,” he said. “And by 
golly, with staff time on it, and just 
a lot of phone calling and emailing, 
we’re finally here.”

See RIVER, page 8

Two new boat launches could be ready by summer

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Maggi Blomstrom, who oversees the Piedmont Environmental Council’s 
Rappahannock-Rapidan Conservation Initiative, at the future Rappahannock 
Station Park in Remington.

After 50 years, college will shed its link to colonial past, opt for more inclusivity 
Lord Fairfax Community College to change its name 

See COLLEGE, page 9

The entrance to Lord Fairfax Community College


