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Renard Carlos, representing Fauquier County 
on the board, voted in favor of changing the name; 
the other Fauquier representative, Mary Barton, 
was not present for the meeting.  

Following the LFCC College Board’s deci-
sion, students, staff, alumni and members of the 
community were encouraged to submit possible 
names for consideration; more than 100 did so, 
the last week’s press release said.  

The name change is expected to cost between 
$115,000 and $298,000, according to a 2020 re-
port, mostly due to branding expenditures like 
new signs, website redesign and other marketing 
materials.  

No public or tax money will be used for the 
changes, LFCC President Kimberly Blosser 
told the Winchester Star last month. “Money to 
change the name would come from LFCC’s aux-
iliary fund, Blosser said, which includes revenue 
the college earns from its campus bookstore, 
vending machines and renting out campus spaces 
for events. Student tuition will not go toward re-
naming costs,” the Star reported. 

The college is named for Thomas, the 6th Lord 
Fairfax, a British nobleman whose family was 
granted approximately 5.5 million acres of land in 
Virginia by the British crown during the 18th cen-
tury. Fairfax eventually managed his vast hold-
ings from an estate in Clarke County.  

According to the LFCC committee, the col-
lege’s board chose the name in 1969 to coincide 
with the Lord Fairfax Planning District, (renamed 
the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Com-
mission in 2001). Neither Fairfax himself nor his 

family had any direct connection with the college 
founded almost two centuries after his death. 

In the 1740s, Fairfax hired the future President 
George Washington to survey his holdings, and 
Washington maintained a relationship with the 
Fairfax family during the ensuing decades. Al-
though he remained in Virginia during the war for 
independence, Fairfax “maintained an air of in-
difference to the American Revolution,” accord-
ing to the Dictionary of Virginia Biography, and 
refused to swear an oath of allegiance to Virginia 
after the colonies declared independence from the 
British crown.  

Fairfax died shortly after the war ended, and 
most of his land was confiscated. Like most major 
landholders of the time, he enslaved people of Af-
rican descent, owning 97 people at the time of his 
death. “Lord Fairfax – like many large landown-
ers at the time – used enslaved workers to further 
enrich himself. There are historical records indi-
cating he also engaged in the long-term sexual 
abuse of enslaved women,” says a statement from 
the college.  

“The workgroup unanimously agreed, based 
on his history and lack of any notable legacy, that 
if the college were being named today, the group 
would not recommend it be named for Thomas, 
the 6th Lord Fairfax,” the statement says. A sur-
vey found around 90% of people familiar with the 
college did not know who Thomas, 6th Lord Fair-
fax was, according to the statement.  

“The brand study and the workgroup findings 
show that people feel affinity for the college be-
cause of what the college has meant to them, and 
not because of Thomas, the 6th Lord Fairfax,” the 
statement continues.  

The statement quotes retired Lt. Gen. Benjamin 
Freakley, who represents Shenandoah County on 
the LFCC board. “Often, we just move forward 
day by day without thinking about our name, so 
this gives us a great opportunity to look at our-
selves and determine who we are in relation to our 
values, our mission, where we are today as an in-
stitution and where we want to go tomorrow. Lord 
Fairfax doesn’t represent anything we are about.”  

The name change has prompted fierce opposi-
tion from local Republican officials. A March 19 
letter opposing the move was signed by Va. Sen. 
Jill Vogel, R-Upperville, Del. Michael Webert, 
R-Marshall, Del. Mark Cole, R-Spotsylvania, Del. 
David LaRock, R-Hamilton, Va. Sen. Mark Oben-
shain, R-Harrisonburg and House of Delegates 
Minority Leader Todd Gilbert, R-Woodstock.  

A resolution passed by the Fauquier County 
Republican Committee last week called the name 
change part of a “reactionary” effort to “obliter-
ate history” and argues the funds could better be 
used elsewhere. “While we need to be aware of 
and learn from negative aspects of our history, we 
must focus primarily on the positive. No relation-
ship or organization can survive with relentless 
focus on the negative,” the resolution states.  

In Frederick County, supervisors – all of whom 
are Republicans -- passed a resolution last month 
opposing the change, with at least two supervisors 
suggesting that the county withhold funds from 
the college if it changed its name.  

Frederick County contributes about $81,000 
per year to the college, and Fauquier contributes 
around $78,000. The vast majority of the college’s 
$32 million annual budget comes from tuition fees 
and direct funding from the state government.  

LFCC committee narrows down list of possible new names 
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‘Art in the Burg’ returns to Middleburg this Saturday
By Liam Bowman

PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

With the recent loosening of out-
door restrictions, Middleburg’s bian-
nual “Art in the Burg” festival is set 
to return for the first time since the 
start of the pandemic. The upcoming 
festival, which will be held this Sat-
urday, May 15, will feature open-air 
galleries, street food and live music 
performances in a celebration of lo-
cal art. 

“[Our] outlook is for good weath-
er and great artists, all outdoors with 
social distancing protocols in place,” 
said Mary Ann Burns, chair of the 
Middleburg Arts Council. “It’s go-
ing to be a great day.” 

From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., a selected 
group of 25 local artists will display 
their work in tents set up through-
out downtown Middleburg. Parts 
of Madison Street will be closed to 
traffic to create a pedestrian zone for 
the festival. The participating artists, 
whose pieces will also be for sale, 
work in a wide range of mediums -- 
from oil paintings and watercolors to 
sculpture and pottery.

“There weren’t any festivals for 
all of 2020, so I think people are 
ready to be out again,” said Ute Gil, 
one of the participating artists. “Peo-
ple do need art in their lives.”

A specialist in oil painting and 
“Art in the Burg” veteran, Gil will 
be showcasing her animal portraits, 
still lifes and other small pieces this 
Saturday. “I love coming to Art in the 
Burg,” said Gil “Being such a man-
ageable size, visitors can spend more 

time in each booth, which results in 
more meaningful conversations.”

Laura Hopkins, a landscape 
painter, also enjoys the chance to 
connect with festival goers. “I get to 
talk to people about my work, what 
it means to me, and get to find out 
what it means to them,” said Hop-
kins. “I’m hoping that… people are 
going to be feeling more confident 
about vaccinations and be able to get 
outside and roam around.” 

The upcoming “Art in the Burg” 
will also include the inaugural ‘Peo-
ple’s Choice Award.’ For this new 
competition, each of the 25 artists 
will submit one piece to the Middle-
burg Arts Council, and a poll on the 
council’s Facebook page will deter-
mine a winner. “It comes with $100 

cash prize,” said Burns, “But it’s 
more about the bragging rights.” 

This year has also seen the return 
of Foxes on the Fence, a fundraising 
project tied to Art in the Burg. Start-
ed in 2017 as a collaboration between 
the arts council and the Middleburg 

Garden Club, the project involves lo-
cal businesses sponsoring artists to 
create small fox sculptures, which 
are then displayed around town and 
auctioned off. 

This year’s Foxes on the Fence, 
which for the first time expanded 
to include hound and hare sculp-
tures, has raised $32,000 for Mid-
dleburg beautification projects. The 
sculptures will remain on display 
throughout the festival. 

“Aside from the money,” said 
Deborah Cadenas, a Middleburg 
Arts Council member and founder 
of Foxes on the Fence, “it’s about the 
attention it brings to the town and 
the joy the artists have in creating 
[the sculptures]. 

Gil, who has had some success 
selling her work over the course of 
the pandemic, is optimistic about 
the festival’s return. “Everybody 
has been sitting at home, looking at 
their bare walls and wanting to make 
changes,” she said. “They’re in need 
of something happy in their lives.”
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Ute Gil specializes in oil painting. A barn owl, by Ute Gil.

Laura Hopkins is a 
landscape painter.
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