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To learn more, visit  FauquierHealth.org  
or call 540.316.2696

We are taking extra steps to prepare for your healthcare visit—from enhanced 
cleaning procedures throughout the day, to face mask requirements for 
everyone, and adjusting waiting room areas for safe social distancing.

At Fauquier Health, we assess and treat a range 
of spinal problems, including those caused by work 
related or other injuries, genetic abnormalities, and 
diseases like sciatica. By o�ering minimally-invasive 
robotic surgery options, you can expect to get back on 
your feet sooner due to improved accuracy and safety. 
Let us design a treatment and rehabilitation plan that 
will help get your back in action, today and every day.

Today we’ll help  
get your back in action.

Board of Zoning Appeals 
will hear arguments in Wildcat 

Mountain dispute Thursday 
By Peter Cary 

Piedmont JournaliSm foundation 
A dispute over whether a farm 

road that was granted a county per-
mit was really designed to be a go-
kart racetrack heads to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals this week, with ar-
guments coming into sharper focus 
as new claims emerge. 

On one side is Najaf Husain, a 
Fauquier landowner and semi-pro-
fessional race car driver, who ob-
tained a permit to build a looping 
paved farm road on his property. On 
the other side are several neighbors, 
who appealed to overturn the permit 
by claiming that the road was actu-
ally being built as a track for minia-
ture Formula-1 racers. 

The neighbors had initially pre-
sented no evidence to back their 
claim. But last week they filed affida-
vits with the BZA stating why they 
believed that Husain planned to build 
the miniature racetrack: One said he 
heard of the plan from a Husain busi-
ness partner, and the other said she 
learned of it from a friend of Husain’s 
former wife. They acknowledged, 
however, that the information was 
“circumstantial evidence.”  

Shortly afterward, Husain re-
sponded to their filing, saying their 
claims were “rife with speculation 
and hearsay.” Through a lawyer, he 
sent a letter to the BZA reiterating his 
position that the looping paved road 
he planned for his property was only 
for farm use, and noted if he used it 
as a go-kart track, the zoning office 
could revoke his permit and seek civil 
penalties and criminal prosecution. 

The matter will be heard at the 
BZA meeting June 3. The parties 
to the dispute did not respond to re-
quests for comment.  

Appealing the permit are mem-
bers of the Arundel family, which has 
owned and lived on Wildcat Mountain 
since 1947. (Peter Arundel is a former 
owner of the Fauquier Times.) Ar-
guing to keep his permit is Husain, a 
New Jersey native and software entre-
preneur who lives on 250 acres of land 
once owned by the Arundels. In 2012, 
he bought the nearby Morningside 
Training Farm from them as a place for 
his son, an equestrian, to train, and he 
serves on the board of the Great Mead-
ow steeplechase course and polo center.  

Husain is also an auto racing en-
thusiast: according to racing web-
sites, he has competed in 40 inter-
national races since 2015, with two 
second places and a third at major 
tracks such as LeMans, Monza, Se-
bring and Watkins Glen. 

On April 2 Husain was granted a 
county zoning permit to build what 
was labeled a “paved access road”  
to a proposed barn and a “grassed/
dirt” trail. Part of the access road 
was an oval with interior loops, 20 
feet wide. The trail was approved 
retroactively, since it had already 
been built and was being used by 
horses and dirt bikes.  

In mid-April a neighbor, Ralph 
“Bobby” Kirk, noticed construction 
equipment on Husain’s property and 
researched the permits. He saw a plan 
for a paved road that looked suspi-
ciously to him like a racetrack, and 
shared his information with neighbors. 

On April 24, according to an af-
fidavit from Peter Arundel, Arun-
del had a Zoom conversation with a 
long-time business partner of Husain 
who told him that Husain planned 
to build on his property a track for 
“shifter-karts,” souped-up go karts 
that resemble miniature Formula-1 
racers. The business partner could 
not be reached for comment. 

Jocelyn Alexander, who is Peter 
Arundel’s cousin, said in a separate 
affidavit that she was told by a close 
friend of Husain’s former wife that the 
former wife told her “Husain had been 
planning to build and operate a ‘shift-
er-kart’ on their property,” and that she 
told her then-husband that the “neigh-
bors would hate it due to the noise levels 
it would create.” The former wife and 
her friend both declined to comment. 

On April 29, Alexander filed an 
appeal with the BZA to revoke Hu-
sain’s grading permit, claiming that 
it was based on “misrepresentations” 
by Husain that the road was for “per-
sonal and ag[ricultural] use only” 
when it was, in fact, to be used for 
miniature Formula-1 type go-karts. 
She said she is concerned about noise, 
possible runoff and pollution and the 
effect of a track on property values.  

In a response to the appeal, the 
county zoning office said there was 
no evidence of misrepresentation in 
the application for the permit; Zoning 
Administrator Amy Rogers asked the 
BZA to uphold the permit’s approv-
al. In her filing last week, Alexander 
said she was not seeking to blame 
Rogers, as she would not have known 
of the “circumstantial evidence” that 
Alexander and Arundel uncovered. 

Husain said in a letter to the BZA 
that the loops in the road were de-
signed so farm equipment and horse 
trailers could easily be backed into 
the barn. He said the dirt trail was 
already being used for riding horses 
and dirt bikes, that none of this was 
for commercial use, and that the road 
was “not for use as a motorized mini 
‘Formula 1’ type go-kart” track.  

In his earlier letter to the BZA, 
Husain, citing a Virginia court de-
cision, claimed that Alexander was 
not an adjoining landowner and not 
an aggrieved party and therefore had 
no standing to file the BZA appeal. 
Alexander cited the same decision 
and other law to argue that she did. 

Alexander also argued that Hu-
sain’s first letter was an “unlawful 
pleading” and should be dropped 
from the record. Husain countered 
with legal arguments to argue that it 
was legal and valid. Alexander also 
argued that the BZA should compel 
witnesses called by her to testify. 
The BZA has said it will decide on 
those items at its meeting.  


